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PREFACE, 


Mr. Orme, with whofe elegant works relative to India the 
publick are well acquainted, has, in his Hiftorical Fragments of 
the Mogul Empire, inferted the following note: 


« We are not without hopes, that fome of the many in 
India, who have the means, will fupply the portions of in- 
‘ formation which are deficient, and muft, otherwife, always 
¢ continue out of our reach. The knowledge is well worth 
the enquiry; for, befides the energy of the charaéters which 
arife within this period, there are no {tates or powers on 
‘the continent of India, with whom our nation have any 
conneétion or concern, who do not owe the origin of their 
« prefent condition to the reign of AURUNGZEBE, or to its 
¢ influence on the reigns of his fucceffors.” 
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*The perufal of Mr. ORME’s works, when in India, fir 
excited my curiofity to obtain that information, the want of 
which he regrets; and for this purpofe I procured every manu- 
{cript likely to afford any anecdotes of Aurunozese and his 
fucceflors. Of the Tranfactions of his reign, efpecially his Opet- 


Vor. Il. Biss ations 


PREFACE. 


ations in Dekkan, by far the moft important, (unlefs we ex. 
cept his wars with his brothers, and the depofal of his father, 
which have been publifhed by colonel Dow, in his third volume 
of the Hiitory of Hindooftan,) I have not met with a better 
account than the following. It is a free tranflation of a Jour- 
nal kept by a Bondela officer, who attended Dulput Roy, the 
chief of his tribe, in all AuRUNGzEBE’s campaigns, which was 
prefented to me by the Raja of *Dutteah, a great grandfon of 
Dulput Roy, when i acted as Pertian interpreter to a detachment 
under colonel PopHam, in the Ghoed country. 


« A principality, according to the imperial divifion. of the empire, forming 
part of the Agra province, This raja is now tributary to the Mbharattas, as 
well as all the other Bondela chiefs, whofe country is denominated, in our maps, 
Bundeleund, 


AURUNGZEBE’s 


OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 








_ 
Havin in the preceding volume, as far as authorities could be 
obtained, brought the hiftory of Dekkan to the decline of her two 
laft monarchies of Golconda and Beejapore, in which the gradual 
encroachments of the Mogul or Dhely emperors are menitioned as 
far down as the clofe of the reign of Shaw Jehaun, we come next to’ 
the operations of Aurungzebe, his fon. He caufed their final diffo- 
but, by adding to the extent of his dominions in Dekkan,. 
deftroyed a balance of power, the want of which enabled the ftates, 
who rofe on the ruins of his conquefts, in lefs than a century to be 
the chief agents in rendering the empire of Hindooftan, to the 
family of Timur, a mere nominal fovereignty. It will be recollect- 
ed, that Aurungzebe was governor of Dekkan, on the part of his 
father Shaw Jehaun; and that at the clofe of the laft volume he_ 


had juft impofed feyere conditions on the fultan of Golconda, when 


he was drawn from his operations, 
at the court of his father. 


lution ; 


by the alarming ftate of affairs 


the celebrated Sewajee, founder 


At this period a new power, 
‘ into notice ; an account of whom 


of the Mharatta ftates, was rifing 
begins the following pages. 
Vou. Il. Be OF 
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OF the “origin of Sewajees the founder of the prefent Mharatta 
flate in Dekkan, we have the following account. Bheem Sing, or 
Sein, rana of Odipore, the firft in rank among the Hindoo princes, 
had a fon named Baug Sing, by a * concubine of a tribe very inferior 
to his own. On the death of his father, Baug Sing finding himfelf 
defpifed and neglected by his relations, the Sefodia Raajepootes, who, 
from the low cat of his mother, regarded him only as a battard, 
and not of their tribe, became weary of the indignities {hewn him ; 
and moved from Odipore to Khandefhe, where he embraced the 
fervice of a zemindar, named Raja’ Ali Mohun. His abilities pro- 
cured him the confidence of his patron to fuch a degree, that at his 
death he appointed him guardian to his fon ; and Baug Sing executed 
the truft with honour. When the young»raja became of age to 
take ipon Mnf elé the condué of his affairs, Baug Sing, for what 
reafon does not appear, declined his fervice, and retired into Dek- 
kan, where he purchafed a tract of land near the prefent Mharatta 


_ capital of Poonahy and. fettled upon it as zemindar, in whichsfituation 


erareaees Pro 


Baug Sing had four fons, two of: whom, Malojee and Bumbojee, 
being of an enterprizing fpirit, entered into the fervice of Jadoo 
Roy, a Mharatta chief, and of diftinguifhed rank at the court of 
Bahadur Nizam Shaw. 


Malojee had two fons, Sahjee, or Shawjee, and Shurfajec. 
"Bumbojee had fix fons, who entered; as foldiers of fortune, into 


the fervice of a zemindar of Beejapore. 
Malojee 


@ Said to be a carpenter’s daughter. This is overlooked by the Bhofelah family, 
who in their own annals are ftiled only a younger branch of Odipore. Baug Sing was 
called in Dekkan, Bhofelah, of which term are given two interpretations. One is 
complimentary, as fignifying the terror of his enemies; the other opprobrious, of his 
mother’s low condition. 

» From him the prefent raja of Nagpore Berar is defcended, and the head of the 
Bhofelah family at prefent, if the elder branch is extinét, as reported, 
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Malojee gradually acquired rane 





which were celebrated with great pomp: and thus the Bho 
family became incorporated with the Mharattas, and commonly 
efteemed as fuch in Hindooftan. 


A conneétion thus introduced upon him by force, could not be 
pleafing to Jadoo Roy, who from the moment of its confummation. 
accordingly became jealous of his fon in law; and on the death of 
his father Malojees Sahjeey by his abilities having acquired the 
favour of the queen mother, regent to her fon a minor, was regarded 
only as a dangerous rival by his wife’s father. An open rupture 
enfued, and Jadoo Roy, by the affiftance of the imperial troops then 
meditating conquefts in Dekkan, obliged Sahjee to quit the ki igdom, 
though at the expenfe of its welfare, by introducing the enemy o€sht 


fovereign. 


Sahjee with his followers, thus driven from Ahmednuggur, now 
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, 
who gave him a jaghire in the Carnatic, with a command of ten 
thoufand horfe. Soon after this, his fon Sewajee, afterwards fo 
celebrated in Dekkan, was born, from the daughter of Jadoo Roy 
Mharatta ; by whom Sahjee had already one fon, named Sambojee, 


who was in early youth killed in aGtion againft a refractory. zemindar 


of Beejapore. mt 

Sahjee having difagreed with his wife, on account of his hatred 
to her father, refolved on feparation ; and, accordingly, fent her, 
with the infant Sewajee, to, whom he fhewed no affection, to refide, 


at Poonah, of which, and the vicinity, he had obtained a een 
’ under 





under the Charge of 
whom he alfo committed 


Sahjee sow married a fecond wife, 
he had a fon named Angojee, or Ekojee, to whom he transferred all 
his fondnef from his former connection. Continuing to rife inyhonours 


and confequence, 
the fultan, he became one o 
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one of his “officers, named Dadajee Punt, to 
the management of the zemindaree. 


alfo a Mharatta, by whom 


under the patronage of Morar Jugdeo, dewan to 
f the principal chiefs of Beejapore ; and 


though on the death of the king his patron was put to death by the 


queen regent, 


Junjuppa Naik, polig 


Sahjee fuffered no injury in his fortunes. 


ar of Mudkul, being at enmity with Punchee 


Ragoo, zemindar of Tanjore, invited Sahjec to his affiftance ; and 


in conjunctio; 
and poffeffed 


allies quarrelling on 
paid to Sahjee for his fervices, 
batte, and thus obtained an eafy con 
which he obtained confirmation from the 


Tanjore and 


n they defeated the raja, 


swvho was flain in the action, 


themfelves of the capital and all his dominions. The 


Mudkul, in 


the divifion of the plunder and the fum to be 
he attacked Junjuppa, flew him ins 
queft of the zemindarees: of 


regency of Beejapore, and fettled them on his fon Ekojee, whofe 


pofterity ftill 


Britifh government. 


Sewajee, though neglected by 


hold them under the navob of Arcot, or rather, the 


his father, was properly educated 


by his guardian Dadajee; and at the age of feventeen excelled in 


every accomplifhment. Military fame 
of Beejapore being now weakened by inteftine divifions 


government 


and the encroachments of the Moguls, 
of fignalizing himfelf among other rebels. Contrary to the remon- 
ftrances of Dadajee, he raifed a ‘banditti, and plundered the neigh- 
bouring diftricts 5 which condué in his charge fo affected the old 


man, that he po’ 


putation of 


affifting in his defigns. Sewajee now took pofleffion of 


was his firtt paffion; andthe 


he had foon an opportunity 


ifoned himfelf from vexation, and to avoid the im- 


the 
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the jeghire, raifed more troops, {ieee 
feveral zemindars, and much extended the 
Sahjee, either from inability, or contented with 
of Tanjore, connived at his excefles, and made over 


reyenues of Poonah, 


At this crifi 
t this crifis Aurungzebe, governor of the imperial territories in 








levied contybutions on 
Mits of his territories, 
ich zemindaree 
wi 


"2 


Dekkan, was meditating the overthrow i 

who was the rheriomced: their a ine ee 
now in @ dangerous ftate of health. For this purpofe he was = 
paring an army to march to Agra; and, obferving the enter, vai 
genius of Sewajee, fent him an inyitation to his fervice. sowie 
pretending to be ftruck withhorror, (for his own condué fa 
hypocrify) at the rebellion of a fon againft a father, et en 


prince’s meflenger with indignity, 


drove him from his prefence, and 


ordered the letter he had brought to be tied to the tail of a dog. 


Aurungzebe for the prefent. ftifled 


his refentment, but never ¢ 


forgive Sewajcc’s infolence ; and hence may be dated his pestlian 


war in Dekkan, and finally the ruin of the Mogul empire by the 


Mharattas, 


Aurungzebe, on his moving 


from Dekkan, committed 


& 
2 | 
4 
‘ 
el 
® 
A. H, 1066. 


government of it to his fecond fon, fultan Mahummud Mauzim, 4+ D+ 1655+ _ 
under the tutelage of an experienced general, with orders to act only 
on the defenfive till he thould’ have decided his pretenfions to the 


imperial thrones 


Aurungzebe having left Dekkan, Sewajee refolyed to turn the 
inattivity of the imperial troops, and the weaknefS of the Golconda 
and Beejapore princes, to the utmoft advantage. He took the ftrong 
fortrefs of Rairee, or Raujeghur, which he fixed upon as the feat of 
his government; and fucceflively captured Porundeh, Jagneh, and 
other places, with confiderable diftriéts dependant on Beejapore. 


ec 


Parade 
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The regency of Beejaporcs ing alarmed at his encroachments, 
fent him threats mingled with offers of pardon ; but he regarded nei» 
ther, and continued his rebellion. Having by treachery put to death 
the zemindar of Jaowlee, he pofleffed himfelf ofan immenfe treafure 
and that diftri&t.- He next plundered the rich manufacturing city of 
Kallean; took Madury and Purdhaunghur ; at which laft he found a 
valuable buried treafure. Rajapore near Bombay, Sungarpore, and 
an ifland belonging to the Portuguefe, next fell into his hands. 


The Beejapore government having in vain defired Sahjee, (who 
difclaimed all connection with him, and pretended that he had dif- 
carded him as a relation,) to reprefs the exceffes of his fon, at length 
fent againft him a confiderable army, under a general named Ab- 
doolla Khan. ' 


Sewajee with artful policy now wrote to the general, imploring 


pardon for his crimes, and inyiting him to come and receive his fub- * 


n.  Abdoolla advanced without oppofition near the refidence of 
the rebel, and it was agreed that he fhould repair to a tent, with ten 
followers, where Sewajee would meet him with only five attendants. 


. They met accordingly, when the treacherous zemindar ftabbed Ab- 


“doolla in embracing him. Upon a fignal given, the Mharattas, rufh- 
ing from an ambufeade, attacked the unfufpecting army of Beejapore, 
which, deprived of their chief, was quickly defeated. Sewajee 
plundered their rich camp, and by this victory became matter of all 
Kokun, the zemindars of which flocked to acknowledge his authority, 

- to fave their poffeffions. The ftrong fortrefs of Sittarra and other 
places alfo opened their gates to receive him. 2 
A new army was. fent from Beejapore under Afzul Khan, fon of 

the murdered general, but without fuccefS; Sewajee, even without 
hazarding an engagement, obliging them to retreat by cutting off 
their fupplies: and after this the Beejapore government, divided 
ook internally 
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internally, and apprehending attacks fromthe armies of Aurungzebe 
who had now obtained poffeflion of the throne, Made no effort anit 
him. In the courfe only of three years, Sewajce heeame a power- 


ful prince, his authority being acknowledged over almoft the whole 
coaft of Malabar. “eg 


eele 
To relate here the ftruggles for the throne between Aurungzebe 
and his unfortunate brothers, Dara Shekkoh, fultan Shujah, and 
Moraud Bukth, with the depofal of their father, the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun, would interrupt too much the object of this work, the 
History or Dexxan. Of théfe events, by fuch as wilh’ to 
perufe them, *an excellent account may be feen in the Travels of 
Bernier, publithed) in Lord Oxford’s Collection of Voyages. It 
agrees with the native hiftories of Hindooftan in every fact, and 
abounds with juft obfervations of his own. Bernier refided with 
Danufhmund Khan, a nobleman of high rank and office, in the fer- 
vice of Aurungzebe, during the events he relates. Suffice it to fay 
here, that Aurungzebe afcended the throne by the title of Aulum- 
geer, in the year 1068 of the Mahummedan era. From this period, A.D. 1657. 
the memorable events of his whole reign are noticed, but the affairs 
of Dekkan more particularly detailed in the following work. 


Of the proceedings of the imperialifts in Dekkan, during thefe A.H. 1069. 
events, no notice is taken in the hiftory of Aulumgeer. It is proba- 4 D. 1658, 
ble, they acted merely on the defenfive. Sultan Mahummud Mau- 
zim was this year recalled” by his father, and the ameer al amra, 

Shaifteh Khan, appointed foubahdar of Dekkan, with orders to {top 
the progrefs of Sewajee. 


"The ameer al amra, after fome ftay at Aurungabad, marched to A, H. 1070 
reduce Jagneh, a ftrong fortrefs in pofleffion of Sewajee 5 which he A.D, 1659+ 
took, and proceeded to Poonah, where he fixed his refidence ; while 
Vou. U. IC his 


« There is one alfo in the third volume of Dow’s hiftory of Hindooftan, nearly the 
fame as Bernier’s. 
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A.H, 1072. 
A.D, 1661. 


A. H. 1075 
A.D, 1664, 
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aoa : 


his troops under Naumdaur ‘Khan laid watte” the country fisthe 


rebel, who, though unequal to cope with the imperialifts 


in the 


field, haraffed them frequently by night attacks and cutting off 


their fupplies; fo that their conqueft of feveral forts was 
little ufe to the progrefs of their arms. 


Sewajee ftill continued to refit in Dekkan, and this year 


but of 


fignal- 


ized himfelf by a remarkable exploit at Poonah, where the ameer al 
amra yet refided. Having by his fpies learned that the navob and 


his troops were lulled into carelefs {ecurity, he one night, 
fele& band of tried followers, after a forced march of forty 


with a 
miles, 


entered the city, and pafling without alarm to the palace, mined his 
paflage into the women’s apartments, with fifteen of his companions. 
The ameer al amra, awakened by the noife, ftartedup, and.received 


two wounds as hearan.to callifor help into.an outer room 


but his 


fon Abou Futteh was flain, and fome female feryants with him, be- 
fore he could procure affiftance. At length, the guards arriving; 
Sewajée made his efcape by the way he had entered, without lofing 
aman. The ameer al amra attributing this furprize to the con- 
nivance of Jeffwunt Sing, his fecond in command, was fearful of 


remaining longer at Poonah, and retired to Aurungabad ; 


from 


whence he was recalled foon after to court, and the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim again fent to the government of Dekkan, which he 
held for two years. During thefe, no memorable event occurs in 
hiftory, and at the end of this period the prince was ordered to court. 


Mirza Raja Jeyfing, who was fent governor of Dekkan 
recall of the prince Mahummud Mauzim, immediately began 


on the 
opera~ 


tions againft Sewajee, who had extended his ufurpations over great 


part of the Beejapore territories on the coaft of Malabar, and 
his predatory incurfions as far as Surat, which he plundered 
menfe wealth, it being then the richeft feaport of the empire. 


carried 
of ime 


Mirza 
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Mirza Raja, with his fecond in command, Dilleer Whan, after 
having fuccefsfully repulfed the armies of Seéwajee, and laid watte 
his country, fat down before Poonadher, a ftrong fortrefs, which 
the Mharatta, regarding as impregnable, had chofen for the afylum 
of the women and treafures of himfelf and all his principal followers. 
The imperialifts, by a refolute affault, having made them(elyes 


matters of a redoubt, fituated on an eminence which commanded the ~ 


fort, Sewajee was reduced to the laft extremity. In this exigence, 
he took the refolution of throwing himfelf on the mercy of his 
enemy. ‘To the furprize of the befiegers, he, with a few attendants 
unarmed, appeared fuddenly at one of the outpofts, and demanded 
to be conduéted to the general. The Mirza Raja fent his own fon, 
Keerut Sing, to accompany him to his prefence, with all the cufto- 
mary honours due to his rank. The whole camp preffed in crowds 
to fee this celebrated hero, and the Mirza Raja having come as far as 
the door of his tent to meet him, after embracing, enquired the 
‘occafion of his thus putting himfelf into his power. RE east 


Sewajee replied, that war was attended with the ruin of thoufands, 
and crimes thus accumulated on both parties 5 that he was at length 
fenfible how heinous it was in him, the meaneft of flaves, to rebel 
againft the orders of the king of kings, and that he now faw his own 
intereft, and that of his family andcountry, to be in {ubmiffion and 
obedience to the emperor. That, regarding the Mirza Raja as his 
father, he had thus of his own accord fled to his prefence, that he 
might, through’his paternal mediation and interceflion, obtain for- 
givenefs and pardon for the crimes he had been guilty of and 
procure from his majefty fome honourable command, as that againft 
Candahar, or any other equally important; that in cafe the Maha- 
raja would lay the hand of paternal protection on his head, he would 
immediately make an offering of twenty four of his forts, with the 
countries dependant. , 


C2 The 


u 
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The Maharaja, looking on this occurrence as a gift of therdiyine 
blefling, inftantly ‘exchanged with him the adoption of father and 


- fon, ordered the march of victory to be beat, and informing Dilleer 


A. He 1075. 
A. D. 1665. 


Khan of Sewajee’s fubmiffion, defired him to ceafe hoftilities. The 
Khan was at firft offended that any capitulation had been made without 


‘his confultation, and fent for anfwer, that as muflulmauns had been 


killed during the fiege, and a breach was effected, alfo a difpofition 
made for the affault, -he would not confent to a peace until the fort 
fhould be taken. The Mirza Raja the next morning, in order to 
mollify the Khan’s difpleafure, {ent Sewajee with his fon Keerut 
Sing to vifit him ; which compliment had the defired effect, and he 
withdrew his troops from the batteries. Sewajee the fame day fur- 
rendered Poonadher to the imperial generals. and gave up the keys 
of twenty four other forts to the Mirza Raja, who appointed kella- 
daars to each, and fent off a petition in favour of Sewajee to the 
fublime court. 


Orders had before this been iffued to the Mirza Raja, that he 
fhould immediately upon the reduction of Poonadher pofiefs himfelf 
of Beejapore. Sewajee alfo, after the imperial troops had taken 
pofleffion of the places he had given up, and the difpatch of his 
petition to the prefence, reprefented to the raja, that it was ufelefs 
to remain inaGtive with fuch a fine army until the arrival of an 
anfwer, that, if he approved, he would join him to befiege Beeja- 
pore, the fall of which would be a proof of his good fervices in the 
eyes of his majefty. Phe raja accordingly having,,..belides the 
cuftomary imperial donations, diftributed from his own treafury a 
corore of rupees among the amras and troops, began his march with 
an army of fifty fax thoufand horfe and foot. Syed Elias, trom 
Beejapore, advanced to meet him, with an army of eighty thoufand 
men, anda defperate engagement occurred; in which the Beejapore 
general being killed by a mufquet bullet, by Soopkerrun Bondela, 
his army was defeated, and the imperial troops purfued the fugitives 

to 
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to within five cofs.of the city: but’ feonpafter this a great {carcity 
of provifions prevailed in the camp, as the enemyshad Jaid waite the 
country round, and it was impoflible to carry fupplies for a con- 
ftancy for fo large a force, fo that it became daily more. difficult 
to remain or advance, ™ ae 


At this time alfo, anfwers arrived from court, and his majetty's- 
orders were iffued, that Sewajee fhould receive a lack of rupees from 
the treafiury of Dekkan, and proceed'to the imperial prefence. Pat- 
teh Jung Khan, who was efcosting treafure from Aurungabad to the 
Mirza Raja’s camp, was-attacked by a large body of the enemy 
between Porundeh and Sholapore. He made a gallant defence, but 
was dlain in the action, and the treafure and baggage fell into the 
enemy's hands. The Mirza Raja having given affurances of pro- 
tection to the nobility. of Beejapore, many chiefs came over to him, 
whom he gratified with prefemts and honours in the emperor's name, 
Having given Sewajee permiflion to retire to regulate his country, 
previous to his going to the prefence, and fent with him Kallean 
Sing, a commander of five hundred, the Mirza Raja retreated from 
Nagpana, and cantoned for the rainy feafon at the referyoir of 
Kikeroolla, twelve cofs from Porundeh. 


Sewajee having vifited his country, began his journey to the 
imperial court. When he arrived at Aurungabad, he was attended 
by five hundred noble horfe, elegantly caparifoned, and about the 
fame number of felect and well accoutred infantry. ‘The whole city 
came out of curiofity to meet him. Suff Shekun Khan, an ameer 
of three thoufand and deputy governor, regarding Sewajee only in 
the light of a Mharatta zemindar, fat himielf, with the publicks 
officers in full affembly, thinking that he would pay him the firft 
vifit, and only fent his nephew to meet him without the city, and 
condué him to his palace. But this affronted Sewajee, who 
off dire@ly to the Mirza Raja’s palace; and upon being told - 
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the goverhor expected him in full affembly, afked angrily, "Wiho is 
Suff Shekun Khan? what office does he hold here? and why has he 
not come out to meet me? Then, having difmiffed the nephew and 
his train, he alighted at the palace. In the evening, Suff Shekun 
Khan and the publick officers came in ftate to vifit him, and he 
received them at the foot of the carpets, and entered familiarly into 
conyerfation. ‘The next day Sewajee returned the vifit. The 
deputy governor and other officers each entertained him, according 
to their ability. He ftayed at Aurungabad till he had received the 
bounty ordered from the treafury, and then proceeded on his journey 
to court, where he arrived in fafety. 


Sewajee, when introduced to the imperial prefence, did not meet 
with the honours he expeéted. Being placed among the amras of 
five thoufand, he afked, to what rank the ftation was afligned? and 
being told, it was that allotted to the raja Ram Sing Sefodiah, 
wept, and fainted away. » Orders were given to carry him into the 
court/of the bathing apartments, where they fanned and fprinkled 
him with rofe-water. Apparently, he was overcome by the fplendour 
and magnificence of the imperial court; but none were acquainted 


-with his real diforder. When he came to himfelf he begged to be 


carried to the place appointed for his refidence ; where being ar- 
rived, he began to talk in a frantic manner, and pretended mad- 
nefS, often crying out, “ Now fuch a criminal as I am have put 
« myfelf into the talons of the eagle, why does he not quickly put 
« me to death?” 


Thefe mad effufions were related to his majefty, who ordered 
that Ram Sing, fon to the Mirza Raja, fhould take care of him. 
Shortly after this, agreeably to Sewajee’s own requeft, it was repre- 
fented tothe emperor, that as he now had come to the prefence, he 
defired that his attendants, who were ufed to Dekkan, and did not 
chufe to live out of it, might have leave to return to their homes. 

; His 
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His Ynajefty regarded this requeft as highly favourable to’ keeping 
him at court without trouble, and permitted alllais followers, except 
his fon Sambah and a few of the principal perfoms, to return: to 
Dekkan. 


Before this, Sewajee had made it a cuftom, every Thurfday to 
diftribute among the poor, who crouded in great numbers to his gate 
on this occafion, great quantities of paftry and fweetmeats, which 
were brought in large bafkets, each of which required three or four 
men to bearit; and thefe, when emptied, were carried out again to 
the confectioner’s. Ram Sing had requefted that his people might 
be recalled; and the guards of Folaud Khan, the city cutwal, were 
then ordered to keep the watch over him. Sewajee by his generofity 
fo gained upon his keepers, that they were contented with feeing 
him every morning and eyening ; after the laft of which vifits, he 
conftantly retired to fleep, on pretence of illnefs. When every thing 
was ripe for his intended plan, Sewajee, one Thurfday ‘evening, 
having acquainted his confidants of his defign, ordered a flave to 
take his place on the bed, and leaving the cuftomary attendants in 
the room, emptied the {weetmeats, and putting his fon into one of 
the bafkets, laid himfelf in another, in which they were carried out 
of the houfe. When he had got clear of the city, he mounted his 
fon upon a forry horfe, and led the bridle himfelf on foot on the 
Mutterah road. True it is, that “ the wife man does that without 
«© noife,. which a vaft army cannot effect.” In the morning, the 
cuards not feeing him prefent himfelf as was cuftomary, were alarmed, 
aul gave intelligence to Folaud Khan, who entering the bedchamber, 
awaked the flave who occupied the place of Sewajee. He faid, 
that he had been ordered to lie on his bed, which he had done fince 
evening, but could give no farther account. The cutwal athe ee 
flave and feveral other perfons bound to his majeftys gynlto ordered a 
ftri& fearch to be made, and proclamations to be iffued in every 


Ps . i im to b 
diftrit of the empire, defcribing Sewajee, and ordering him cont 
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feized, Mut all in vain. Terbeut Roy, the fuperintendant of the 
{pies, was difgraced for not having given information of the ftrata- 
gem; and Ram Sing, who had requefted the recall of his people 
from the guard over Sewajee, was fufpected of a connivance, and 
banithed the court. The Mirza Raja was ordered to leave Dekkan, 


as foon as relieved by the prince Mahummud Mauzim and the 
Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing. : 


Sewajee having arrived at Mutterah, fhaved his beard, mutta- 
chios, and long fide locks, to difguife himfelf Committing his fon 
to the charge of a bramin, who lay under many obligations to him, 
with a promife of great rewards if he fhould conduct him in fafety 
to Dekkan. He for the prefent gave him fome jewels and gold 
mhors for his expenfes. He then travelled as a pilgrim from Mut- 
terah, by the route of Aleabad and Benaras to Geiar ; from whence, 
after meeting two officers whom he had fent on before, he travelled, 
accompanied by them, toCuttac. Here, being much fatigued, he 
ventured to buy a forry horfe; but, not having filver ready to pay 
for it, unguardedly opened a purfe of gold. The news of his 
‘efcape having reached this city, the owner of the horfe, who was 
fufpicious at feeing a perfon in the drefs of a beggar with fo much 
money, faid, «« Surely you miuft be Sewajee in difguife, as you offer 
«* fuch a fum for a forry horfe.” Sewajee made no reply, but gave 
him the purfe, and departed with all poffible {peed to Jaggernaut ; 
from whence, after performing the cuftomary worfhip, he travelled 
through Hyderabad to his own country.. The bramin of Mutterah, 
putting a girl’s drefs on Sewajee’s fon, then a boy with long fine 
hair, and taking his wife in company, called him his daughter, and 
brought him in fafety into Dekkan to his father; who rewarded 
him fo generoufly, that he was ever after independant of the world, 


The Mirza Raja having fent Dilleer Khan to colle& the tributes 
of the zemindars of Chandna and Deogur, retired to pafé the rains 


at 
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at Aurungabad, until the arrival of the prinee to relieve him in the 
government ; and about this time the emperor difapproved of feveral 
promotions he had made of the Dekkan amras, who had come 
over to the imperial fervice by his invitation from Beejapore, the 
efcape of Sewajee having rendered his loyalty fufpeCted by Aurumg= 
zebe. 


The prince Mahummud Mauzim and Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing 
advancing near, the publick officers of Dekkan went to meet the 
prince as far’ as the pafs of Ferdapore, and the Mirza Raja to 
Bullumreh, where he was honoured with an audience. On their 
arrival at Aurungabad, fome days pafled in entertainments; when 
the Mirza Raja, having taken leave, departed for court, but died 
on the road, foon after his arrival at Boorahanpore, and left a world 
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in forrow for his lofs. There never was a prince among the Raaje- — 


otes equal to him in accomplifhments. In pleafing manners, he 
a weporattlet in valour, fecond to no one; and \is generofity 
reminded men of *Hatim Tai. He was completely learned in Hin 
dooeh, and underftood the Turkith, Perfic, and Arabic languages. 
« He will never wholly die, who leaves behind him a good name.” 
When the raja was declared paft recovery, Deeraaje, his moonfhee 
and manager of affairs, apprehending his deftruction from the Raaje- 
pootes, to fave himfelf from their jealoufy took refuge with Daood 
Khan Koreifhee, foubahdar of Boorahanpore, and became a muflul- 
maun. On this account the Raajepootes were ftrongly fafpicious 
that he had poifoned the raja, and his fon Keerut Sing withed 
much to force him from Dacod Khan to put him toa difgraceful 
death,; but not finding an opportunity, after the funeral mites of 
his father, continued his journey to court. 


The emperor recalling Ram Sing, eldeft fon of the Mirza Raja, 
who had been forbidden the court fince Sewajee’s efcape, Mei 
Vou, Ih D- : gui 


* A celebrated Arabian chief. 
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guifhed iif by the title of raja, and put him in pofieflion of, his 
father’s territories. 


Sewajee, immediately upon his arrival in Kokun, affumed royal 
titles and ftruck coins, detached different bodies to invade the royal 
territories, plundered the feaport of Surat, the pergunnah of Jsar- 
inja, and took moft of the forts which he had delivered up at his 
late fubmiffion. Some of the governors died in defence of their 
commands, and every day news was brought to the prince of the 
lofs of one place or other.. Sewajee attacking the fort of Maolee, 
which was much in want of fupplies, and every hope of affiftance to 
it cut off, was informed by the governor, Munnower Dafs, that he 
and his garrifon were Raajepootes, who. would facrifice their lives 
man by man, rather than give up the place. Sewajee was re- 
folved'to perfift ; and one night five hundred of his beft troops, well 
acquainted with the private paths, marched fuddenly to the fort, 
and fixed ladders to the walls, by which they afcended ; but the 
garrifon, who were upon the watch day and night, were ready to 
receive them, and put a great number to the fword ; upon which 
the reft relinquifhed the attack. Sewajee, upon this failure, raifed 
the fiege, and attacked Ouzbuk Khan, the tannadar of Kallean 
Beemrah, who, with many of his followers, after a gallant refift- 
ance, attained the honour of martyrdom, and the furvivors fled in 
a wretched condition to Aurungabad ; but Munnower Dafs kept 
pofleffion of the fort, and fent exprefs accounts of the fituation of 
affairs to the prince, 


Daood Beg Khan Koreifhee was fent to his affiftance, with-fup- 
plies for the’ garrifons ; and after relieving Munnower Dafs, and 
throwing in fome {mall quanties of provifions to different forts, 
retteated, “Sewajee again attacked Maolee, and cartied it by an 
affault, in which the new governor, Aliverdi Khan, was flain. Soon 


after this, he pofleffed him{€lf of all the newly ceded garrifons, as 
alfo 
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alfo of the fort of Aoont, Which had Jong been in the imperial 
poficflion. Dillecr Khan, having collected @ @onfiderable tribute 
from Chandna and Deogur, was ordered to carry ‘the treafure to 
Aurungabad, where he had the honour of an audience from the 
prince... As, Raow Kerrun, the zemindar of Bikkaneer, an/ameer 
of two thoufand, and fome time kelladaar of Dowlutabad, had 
lately been very negleétful in the imperial affairs, and his ill conduét 
had reached the ears of his majefty, his fon, who thad quarrelled 
with his father, thought this a proper time for revenge, and ob- 
tained the grant of the zemindaree of Bikkancer for himfelf~ Raow 
Kerrun upon this, grew daily more and more neglectful ; and being 
at this period detached with Dilleer Khan, not only refufed to obey 
his orders, but as his revenue was ftopped, he, for want of money, 
made a practice of robbing in the camp with his Raajepootes at 
night, and had the audacity to plunder fome villages on the mareh. 
Dilleer Khan haying proofs of this, and dreading that, if his info- 
lence was unnoticed, he might proceed to exceffes which would 
alfo endanger his fame, wrote complaining letters, of him to court; 
which were anfwered by orders to put him to death, or confine 
him, if he harboured farther evil intentions. The yaqueel of Raow 
Bhaow Sing Arrah, having obtained intelligence of this order at 
court, wrote it immediately to his matter at the camp of Dilleer 
Khan. 


The morning after the receipt of the order, Dilleer Khan, under 
pretence of going to hunt, paffed near the tents of Raow Kerrun, 
to whom he {ent word that much game was furrounded in the toils, 
and invited him to come and fhare in the amufement. The Raow; 
equally carelefs of every thing, and unmindful of the deceit in- 
tended, quickly mounted his elephant, and came out attended by a 
few Raajepootes to the Khan ; when luckily for him, Raow Bhaow 
Sing, who had heard of his going, rode up quickly with his fol- 
lowers, and, by drawing his friend from among the Khan's troops, 
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faved hif life. Dilleer Khan was defeated in his defign, androde 
on towards Aurungabad, where the two raows alfo arrived fome 
hours after him. 


The manners of Dilleer Khan not being agreeable to the prince 
or Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing, they detached him for the punifhment 
of the enemy towards Zuffirabad Bieder, and the raows, agreeably 
to the prince’s orders, remained at Aurungabad. 


Sewajee now entertaining defigns of fubduing the countries de- 
pendant on Beejapore, and wanting to fupply his garrifons with 
provifions, which he could not eafily do while invaded, wrote to 
the Maharaja, that had not the emperor flighted his fervices, he 
had intended to offer them againft Candahar ; that he had made his 
efcape only through fear of his life, but now, (his patron, the 
Mirza Raja, being dead) if, by his interceffion, Jefiwunt Sing 
could procure a pardon for his late offences, he would fend his fon 
Suntah to the prince, that he might be promoted to a munfub, and 
{erve wherever there was occafion. He wrote alfo in this humble 
manner to the prince ; who, as well as the Maharajah, applied to 
court in his favour, and their requefts met with the royal com- 
pliance. 


Sewajee upon this, difpatched his fon Suntah to Aurungabad, 
under the care of Pertaub Sing, a principal chief, efcorted by a 
thoufand horfe; and, after an audience of the prince, he was 
honoured by the munfub of five thoufand, a prefent of an elephant, 
and arms fet with jewels, as alfo a jaghire in the province of Berar, 
to which he detached one half of his force, and kept the other 
attendant on his perfon. After fome time, Sewajee requefted that 
his fon might be fent home, as he was then a child, promifing that 
he fhould be difpatched to court, when of age to act in the royal 
fervice. ‘This was complied with, and a party of the Maharaja's 

troops 
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troops efcorted him to his father, while Pertaub Sing remained at 
the prince’s court. Suffeh Khan Bukhthi of Dekkan laid before his 
majefty a lift of the munfubdaurs created by the ameeral amra, the 
Maharajah, and the Mirza Raja Jey Sing. Many were difplaced, but 
fome deigned to accept of inferior ranks, and others were reftored at 
the requeft of the prince. The reft went over to the fervice of 
Sewajee, who gladly received them. 


When intelligence of this defertion reached Aurungzebe, and it 
appeared that Suffeh Khan had much opprefied the munfubdaurs of 
Dekkan, among whom were fome old fervants of the throne, he 
was much difpleafed, and this nobleman was ordered to the prefence. 
He had alfoconfifeated the receipt$ of fome parts of Suntah’s jag- 
hire, as a payment of the lack of rupees Sewajee had received from 
the treafury on his going to court. This circumftance being made 
known to Sewajee, who had now conquered much of the Beeja- 
pore country, and amply fupplied all his forts with provifions, he 
recalled Pertaub Sing from Aurungabad, who left it immediately, 
and the other part of his force in the jaghires plundered the diftriéts, 
and went off in fpite of a force which was fent in purfuit, but could 
not overtake them. 


Sewajee, during this truce, punifhed a whole tribe with death, 
who had rebelled againft his father Sahjee in Mudkul, and de- 
livered him up to the refentment of the Beejapore government, 
by which he was condemned to be buried alive for withholding the 
revenues of Tanjore, but faved at the interceflion of Rundowlah 
Khan, the minifter of Ali Adil Shaw. Sahjee, penetrated with 
gratitude for this fervice, being fet at liberty and me his 
employments, vifited his fon. Sewajee, notwithftanding Sitio 
ftrances, ran ten miles’ on foot by the fide of his ee «a 
on his alighting at his palace feated him on the mufnud ; wave 


: jal attendants. 
himfelf took his flippers, and ftood among the menial @ sahjee 
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Sahjee fpent two months with his fon and firft wife, i mutual 
interchanges of affection, Sewajee on this occafion obtained the 
deferved applaufe of all mankind, for his conduct to a parent, who 
had hitherto, from his birth, fhewn him no marks of affection, but 
rather treated him as an alien of the family. Sahjee, after this 
vifit, joined his patron Rundowlah Khan, in reducing the refrac 
tory zemindar of Sonedeh Bidenore ; at which place he died, by a 
fall from his horfe in hunting. A {plendid maufoleum was erected 
to his memory. 


Sewajee obliged the fultan of Beejapore to pay him a tribute 
of three, and the king of Golconda the fum of four, lacks of pago- 
das. He had now formed a eonfiderable fleet, with which he 
infefted the coafts, and blocked up Dunda Rajapore, held by the 
Siddees, who aéted as admirals of the few fhips of Aurungzebe, to 
ptoteét the trade of Surat and the coatts, for which they enjoyed 
large penfions. - 


About this time a favourite eunuch belonging to Ali Adil Shaw 
of Beejapore, being difgufted at his fovereign, came over to the 
prince at Aurungabad. Adil Shaw wrote repeated requefts that he 
fhould be fent back, agreeing, in cafe of compliance, to give up 
the fort of Sholapore, and make a valuable offering. The prince 
fending intelligence of this to court, his majefty ordered that Geaus 
ad Dien Khan fhould go to Beejapore, to determine and collect the 
offering, and Eeruch Khan be appointed to the government of Sho- 
lapore, after which the eunuch fhould be fent back. This was 


" accordingly done. This year the prince’s mother came to Dekkan 


on a vifit to her fon, by the emperor's orders, to advife him to 
continue firm in his allegiance ; fome fufpicions haying arifen that 
he meditated independance. 


Dilleer 
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‘ Dilleer Khan, who had marched agaimfi the Mbarattas, pure 
fued them as far as Batterree, when an ordep™of recall arrived 
commanding him to repair to Aurungabad ; but on account of his 
difagreement with the Maharaja, he was apprehenfive for his fafety, 
and delayed. This being reprefented in a heinous light, he was 
aecufed of rebellion to the emperor, who difpatched Iftikhar Khan, 
by poft ftages, to enquire into the caufe of his not Vifiting the 
prince ; and if, on examination, it fhould appear to be rebellion, to 
bring him by force, and act as cireumftances might require, even to 
the putting him to death, if judged neceffary. Multuffut Khan; 
brother to Iftikhar Khan, incited by “friendfhip to Dilleer Khan, 
wrote him advice to be wary how he fhould vifit the prince; which 
enereafed the apprehenfions he had before entertained of treachery. 


Iftikhar Khan being arrived at Aurungabad, wrote to Dilleer 
Khan, that his refufal to vilit the prince having been reprefented to 
the emperor, he was difpatched exprefs to enquire the caufey there= 
fore, it would be proper that he fhould march neater to the; city, 
in order to give him an opportunity of examination. Dilleer Khan 
having encamped within three cof$ of Aurungabad, was vilited by 
Iftikhar Khan, who gave him much encouragement and affurances 
of fafety. Dilleer Khan in reply told him he apprehended treachery ; 
upon which the other took an oath that there was none intended ; 
when the Khan fhowed him his brother's letter, which being 
originals left him without doubt of the Maharaja’s deceit. It was 
now judged advifeable that Dilleer Khan, under pretence of ilnels, 
fhould continue his operations without vifiting the prince. He ac- 
cordingly moved with his troops in fearch of the enemy, and Iftikhar 
fent the account of his brother’s information to court. The prince 
and Maharaja’ now wrote, that Dilleer Khan had drawn his head 
from the collar of obedience ; and extending the hand of rapine 
whereyer he went, his Afghauns plundered the country. This news 


was put dnto all the papers of Dekkan; and Dilleer Khan, not 
thinking 
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thinking it fafe to remain, marched with intentions to proceed to 
court; upon which the prince wrote again to the prefence, that he 
was going with evil defigns, and a firmaun came not to permit him ; 
when the prince began to levy troops to oppofe his paffage. 


The prince having colle&ted about fixty thoufand horfe, in the 
height of the rains marched from Aurungabad to punifh Dilleer 
Khan; who, all his people included, had not more than five thou~ 
fand. The prince alfo induced Sewajee to join him by promifes of 
favour, and encamped about fifteen cofs from Boorahanpore, and 
three from the ferry of Hanuck, over the river Taptee, intending to 
crofs and proceed to the city of which Dacod Khan was foubahdar. 


Orders were fent to procure boats for the paffage of the army, 
when Daood Khan reprefented, that Dilleer Khan was then fixty 
cofs diftant, and had not crofled the river ; that to procure boats at 
fo fhort a warning was impoffible, but that in the time which mutt 
be expended, if the prince waited for them, he might effectually 
finifh the expedition. The prince replied, that he did not chufe 
to march fuch a diftance through bad roads; betides, if Dilleer 
Khan fhould crofs the river before him, the trouble would be 
thrown away; he therefore thought it beft to proceed with the 
army to Boorahanpore, and, by waiting there, to ,effectually block 
up the road. Daood Khan fufpecting, from this determination, 
that a rebellion was on foot, and having informed Raow Bhaow 
Sing of his conjeCtures, agreed with him, that if the prince fhould 
attempt to crofé the river, they would oppofe him. The prince and 
Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing perceiving Daood Khan’s alarms, attempted 
to lure him to an interview, with defign to make him a prifoner ; 
but he; being experienced, did not throw him(elf into their {nares, 
Dilleer Khan reprefented to the prefence, that the prince and Maha- 
raja, entertaining rebellious defigns, had falfely accufed him of dif- 
affection, merely to have a pretence for levying troops; upon which 
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the emperor ordered» Kokultath Bahadur Khan, foubahdar of 
Guzarat, to proceed with Koottub ad Dien Khan and the troops 
under him to Oogein, beyond which he thould not allow the prince 


to pafs. A fecond order foon after arrived for him to take Dilleer - 


Khan with him when he returned to Guzarat. Meer Houffeinee 
was fent from the prefence with two firmauns; the firt of which 
was directed to Dilleer Khan, ordering him to Bahadur Khan’s camp ; 
and the fecond to the prince and Maharaja, commanding them to 
return to Aurungabad. The imperial commands were immediately 
obeyed, as the Maharaja, who had tempted the prince to difloyalty 
was afraid, and the prince did not chufe to aét with open difrefpeét 
to his father. _ Soon after this, Sewajce again plundered the town of 
Surat, and the prince fent orders to Daood Khan to intercept his 
retreat, . 


Daood Khan, having paid his compliments to the prince, de- 
parted in purfuit of Sewajee, and {oon had intelligence, that after 
plundering Surat, he had laid wafte the country in the Vicinity"of 
the fort of Aurung, named alfo Multeher, which he was watching 
for an opportunity to furprize. Meffengers foon after this brought 
intelligence that Sewajee, hearing of the approach of the royal 
army, had paffed by this fort, and was haftening to gain the pafs 
of Kunchenah Munchenah; upon which Daood Khan marched im- 
mediately for Chandour, which lay in that road, and Bakee Khan, 
who had been obliged to retire into the fort from this town, on 
account of the preflure of the enemy, came to vifit him. About 
midnight the {pies brought word, that Sewajee had gone through 
the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, from whence he had taken the 
road to Goolfhunabad ; leaving a force in the pafs to protedt thofe 
who had fallen in the rear from fatigue and other caufes. Tt was 
full moon, and Daood immediately marched in purfuit, with fuch 
hafte, that the little baggage he had fell behind; and pes 
morning, it growing dark, part of the troops miftook the in 
Vou. If. E an 
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and feparated from the reit. Akhlaafs Khan, who commanded the 
advanced guard, having gained an eminence, at daylight defcried a 
body of the Mharattas ; upon which he ordered his people to pre- 
pare; but, before they were ready, he, from the rafhnefs of youth, 
with a {mall number, charged the enemy, who were not lefs than 
eleven thoufand horfe, but paid dear for his impatience, and was 
{everely wounded. When Daood Khan came to the height, and 
beheld the imprudence of Alchlaaf$ Khan, he detached a reinforce- 
ment, and haftened to a ruined village, where leaving the elephant 
flags and drum bearers, who were tired, under Ibrahim Khan 
Punnee, with inftru@ions to keep with him the rear and baggage 
as they came up, he proceeded. The advanced troops foon en- 
gaged with the enemy, and at firft many of the imperial officers 
were wounded; but at length, Roy Muckrind and Bhaun Peroheet 
drove them off with the cannon, and Daood Khan arriving, after 
taking up Akhblaafs Khan from the ground, purfued them, when a 
warm aétion enfued, in which many of the royal troops fell. Tlie 
Mharattas, according to their cuftom, attacked on all quarters, but 
great numbers of them being killed by the cannon fhot, the reft fled 
in confufion. Daood Khan had not with him at this time more 
than a thoufand horfe; and though the enemy made a fecond 
attack towards nightfall, he conducted himfelf fo gallantly as again 
to defeat them; after which he ordered up the baggage, and took 
proper care of the wounded officers and men. The next day, he 
marched to Goolfhunabad, and fent the wounded on to Aurungabad. 
Certain news arriving of the Mharattas having retreated to Kokun, 
he halted about a month; after which he moved the camp to 
Ahmednuggur, where he received letters from his fon Hummeed 
ad Dien Khan, his deputy in the government of Boorahanpore, 


that the Mbharattas with a very large force meditated an attack upon 


the city, which he was preparing to defend, but ample and {peedy 
affiftance was neceffary. Daood Khan moved inftantly; and on 
hearing that the enemy had plundered Bahadurpore, within two 
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miles of the city,»redoubled his fpeed; bution his uanvah at Fers 
dapore intelligence was brought him, that they had retreated to- 
wards Buggellana, upon which he altered his route to purfue. The 
enemy plundered the town of Multeher, under the fort of Aurun- 
ghur, and then*befieged Sultanghur, commonly named Salheen 


_ Daood Khan arrived at Multeher about eight o'clock at night, 
vfter a forced march, but the baggage did not come up, nor alfo 
a great number of the fepoys, until the next day. Here he left 
the baggage, and the next morning, before funrife, moved to the 
relief of Salheer ; but before he had advanced far, hearing that it 
had been taken, he returned, and halted fome days; after which, 
fecuring his baggage at the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, he pre- 
pared to follow the enemy with fpeed, who were plundering on all 
quarters. Meer Syed at the fort of Tippehghur in Berar, hearing 
of a body of the enemy colleéted. imthe neighbourhood, marched 
upon them in the: night, and, put feven hundred to the fword. At 
thi time, the emperor being much difpleafed at the ill conduct 
of the Maharaja Jefiwunt Sings in exciting enmity between the 
prince and Dilleer Khan, recalled him from Dekkan, and ordered 
him to Guzarat, fending in his room Lohrafp Mahabut Khan, fon 
of the celebrated: Mahabut Khan Jehaungeeree. This’ ameer, “after 
the death of his late majefty, left off beating the nobut as ufual, 
only at twelve o'clock at night and at daybreak he founded it a 
(hort time, merely out of cool refpect to the reigning monarch ; but 
during the time’oF marching, when it was not cuftomary, from fet- 
ting out until his arrival .at the ground, his elephant drums never 
ceafed, and at every two miles one loud beat of the nobut was 
founded. When he alighted, a general difcharge of the artillery 
was given. ‘This difpleafing Aurungzebe, he was recalled from the 
government of Cabul to the prefence, and fhortly after ordered to 
command the army in Dekkan. He had three thoufand houfe- 
hold troops, his’ own dependants. “Daood Khan being ae 

E2 Ss 


ae 


28 


A, H. 1082. 
A, D, 1671. 


AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


his fecond, was difguited, and requefted to be recalled. Mahabut, 
after paying his refpects to the prince at Aurungabad, joined the 
army at Chandour, where he was vifited by Daood Khan, who, 
though an ameer of five thoufand, was not treated by him with 
much attention; which encreafed that nobleman’s difguft, and 
raifed it into enmity; but as the imperial affairs were in queftion, 
and dependant on their agreement, he did ‘not chufe to thew it 
openly. 


It was determined that, prior to engaging in other fervice, the 
fort of Aoont, which Sewajee had reduced, fhould be retaken. 
Accordingly, Mahabut Khan carried on his approaches on one fide, 
and Daood Khan on others, fo as to form a blockade. The bat- 
teries played for a whole month, when a breach being»made on the 
fide of Mahabut Khan, the befieged, terrified at the dangers ofa 
ftorm, applied to Daood Khan, who let them pafs from the fort 
through his entrenchments, and fending his own men, took pofle® 
fion’ of ‘the place. ‘Mahabut Khan, as this was done without his 
knowledge, was much offended, and their mutual hatred grew to 
the greateft pitch. The fort being properly garrifoned, the army 
marched to Ahmednuggur, and then cantoned for the rainy feafon 
in the pergunnah of Balneer ; but Daood Khan, agreeably to his 
petition, was recalled to the prefence. 


Mahabut Khan, during the months of the rains, fpent his time 
in a continual round of feftivity, giving no attention. to, publick 
affairs or the punifhment of the enemy; and the army was cor- 
rupted by his luxury and indolent example. He had brought in his 
train to Dekkan, four hundred dancing girls, drolls, and mimics 
of Cabul and Lahore, who were daily rewarded by prefents and 
favours. It at la(t reached the emperor’s ear, that Mahabut Khan 
was in fecret combination with Sewajee, whom he did not pufh to 
fuch extremities, nor punifh, as he had it in his power to do. 

Upon 
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Upon this, he was recalled to court and Kokultafh khan ap- 
pointed in his ftead, who, with Dilleer Kham Afghaun, Koottub 
ad Dien Khan, and others, coming from Guzarat, agreeably to the 
imperial orders, immediately befieged the fort of Sultanghur, de- 
taching for this purpofe Akhlaafs Khan Meana, Raow Amir Sing 
Chunderaowt, with their own and other troops. Kokultath Khan 
marched to within fix cofs of Ahmednuggur to meet Mahabut 
Khan, who after the interview departed for court. Intelligence 
now arrived, that the enemy had attacked Akhlaafs Khan, who, 
with Mohukkum Sing, fon of Raow Amir Sing Chunderaowt, 
being badly wounded, were taken prifoners. The raow himfelf 
with many others, falling in the action, the royal forces were de- 
feated, and all the baggage fell into the hands of the victors. 
Bahadur Khan, upon this, marched day and night to overtake 
them, but upon his: arrival at Noleher in Buggellana, learned that 
they had fafely retreated to Kokun with all their plunder. 
. PFS te aoe Ag mn igh 
A body of Afghauns in the fervice of Dilleer Khan having 
committed great irregularities, and killed a traveller, Bahadur Khan 
endeavoured to bring the murderers to punifhment, but they could 
not be apprehended, as they always fkreened each other; upon 
which Bahadur Khan, by. way of example, to deter them for the 
future, drew out his artillery; but they, difregarding this, began 
to throw rockets, when he ordered the cannon to fire, and abont fix 
hundred of the Afghauns were in an inftant laid dead on the plain. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim’ was recalled from the govern- 
ment, of Dekkan, and Bahadur Khan. appointed to fucceed him. 
Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jaffier Khan, was entrufted with the 
care of the country of Buggellana. Jadoo Terrai Dekkannee and 
Seedee Hullall Khan were difpatched to protect Goolfhunabad and 
prevent the Mharattas from entering the country on that quarter. 


The 
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The prince Mahummud Maugim having thewn great favour to, 
and having an affectionate regard for, Mohin Sing, fon of Raow 


Kerrun, on this account he was much envied by the prince’s fers, 


vants, who were daily feeking for an opportunity to difgrace him. 

It happened that a tame deer, belonging to Mahummud Shaw, the 

meer tozuk, efcaping from his keeper, ftrayed into Mohin Sing’s 
court, and was brought to him by his fervants. He, not knowing 
whofe it was, and feeing it a fine animal, ordered it to be kept. 
The next morning, when Mohin Sing was fitting in the hall of 
audience with other attendants, before the prince’s entrance, Ma~ 

hummwd Shaw came up to him, and began to cavil. Though 

Mohin Sing repeatedly affured him that he would return the deer 

as foon as he went home, this did not fatisfy him ; and advancing 
to the feat, he exclaimed, ‘‘ Send for it here, in{tantly, or 1 will 
* not let you rife.” Mohin Sing, upon this, being much en- 

raged, clapping his hand to his fabre, got up quickly, and a ren- 
contre enfued, in which they each received feveral wounds. A¢ 
length, fome of the prince’s fervants;rufhed together on Mohin 
Sing, who, being weak from lofs of blood, leaned againft a pillar 
of the hall, when an armourbearer gave him another wound on the 
head, and he fainted away on the ground; but his fervants now 

gathered round him, and prevented his receiving further hurt. 

-Puddum Sing, his elder brother, who was fitting in another part 
of the hall, hearing of his being wounded, now ran up, and with 

one ftroke of his fabre finifhed Mahummud. Shaw; upon which the 

prince’s fervants ran confufedly out of the balcony, and. others:threw 

themfelves headlong into the area. Puddum Sing {tood over the 

body of Mahummud Shaw, refolved ta kill any one who fhould 

attempt to take it away ; when a number of Raajepootes, belong- 

ing to him and his brother, entered. the hall with a palanquin, into 

which they put Mohin Sing, not yet dead, and were advanced, on 

the way outas far as the ftation of the rocket men, when the prince 

entered the hall, but, fecing all in confufion, inftantly retired, and 

ordered 
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ordered ftriét fearch to bé made for the murderer of Mohin Sing, 
but his domeftics concealed him. Puddum “Sings fufpecting that 
the prince might be difpleafed and order him to be apprehended, 
refolved to die in that cafe on the fpot, and therefore Continued 
ftanding, until raja Roy Sing Sefodia, an ameer of five thoufand, 
came and carried him in fafety to Mohin Sing’s houfe. ™ 


Mohin Sing breathed his laft on the road home, and his women 
burned themfelves alive with the corpfe. The prince was much 
affected with grief; but, though he made much enquiry, never 
could find out the murderer. 


Sewajee at this time, having made a peace with the king of 
Hyderabad, and received promifes and affurances to his perfect 1 
{atisfaGtion, went to vifit him. Adna Pundit, the king’s minifter, 
though a man of great policy and cunning, and a rival of Sewajee 
if intrigue, was deceived by his fuperior arty Tt was Ric) 
joining forces, they fhould march againft the Beejapore faltan, ani 
divide what country they might conquer between them, and after- 
wards expel the Moguls from Dekkan. Their firtt operation was 
planned againft Tanjawer, a zemindaree belonging to Angojee; 


Sewajee’s half brother, tributary to Beejapore. 


vajee accordingly, having received a great fum of money 
eine, cinta of troops from Hyderabad, a for 
Tanjawer, and wrote'to Angojee to come and meet him. A ngolees 
not dreaming of his brother's treachery, came fon 
Jinjes, agreeably to his requeft ; and they had an ome ae 
which Sewajee demanded the treafures which their an. 
he faid, had left to him. Angojee, now feeing a ue cael 
but by chicane, humbly told his brother, that 


which declaration fatisfied Sewajee, who fuppe fs 
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in his power; and that he could get from him what he pleaféds but 
for once he was deceived. Angojee having returned to his tents, 
fled the fame night, with a few confidential fervants, for Tanjawer, 
where he arrived in twenty hours from Jinjee, which is diftant one 
hundred and twenty miles from that fort. Sewajee upon this 
plundered his brother’s camp, and having gotten pofleffion of Jinjee 
by treachery, as alfo of fome other forts belonging to Beejapore and 
Hyderabad, into which he put his own garrifons, retreated, and then 
fent back the Hyderabad troops to their own country. Bahadur 
Khan hearing of the meeting between Sewajee and the king of 
Hyderabad, marched into his territories; and having exacted the 
payment of a large fum of money as a fine, returned to Ahmed- 
nuggur 5 where he remained fome time, and then encamped for the 
rains at the great tank of Fertah Baug. Akhlaafs Khan Meana, 
Mohukkum Sing, and others who had been wounded and taken 
prifoners at Sultanghur, being now releafed, joined the camp at 
Ahmednuggur; and having paid their refpects to Bahadur Khas, 
were re-eftablithed in their different ranks. Jadoo Terrai Dekkan- 
nee and Seedee Hullall, who had been fent for the protection of 
Goolfhunabad, having been reprimanded harfhly by Bahadur Khan 
on the Mharattas entering their neighbourhood, in refentment, 
deferted to Sewajee’s army: As the Mharattas had invaded the 
imperial territories, Bahadur Khan marched from Ahmednuggur, 
and, leaving moft of his baggage in the fort of Candahar, ad; 
vanced with all {peed in purfuit of the enemy to the fort of Ram- 
geer, where he learned that they had left that place two days 

before, after plundering the town and carrying away fome of the 

wives of the inhabitants prifoners. The khan, arriving in the 

vicinity of Hyderabad, plundered and laid wafte fome places, at the 

inftigation of Dilleer Khan. Intelligence was brought, that the 

enemy, who had been at Ramgeer, were now divided into two 

bodies, one of which had paffed on the borders of the Hyderabad 

territories into their own country, and the other near Terk Chandeh 

were 
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were plundering the imperial pofcffions, Bahadur Khan difpatched 
Dilleer Khan, Koottub ad Dien Khan, and other chiefs, after the 
enemy, who had retreated homewards, and marched in purfuit of 
the other body himfelf; fending Bakee Khan and Futtaeh Khan 
with the artillery and baggage to Aurungabad, He came up with 
and engaged the enemy at a pafs near the fortof Antour. Raja 
Shujaun Sing Bondela, and his brother Inder Mun, with the Mogul 
cavalry, formed the advanced guard. The enemy ftood firm for 
fome time, till Soopkerrun Bondela charged the grand body in con- 
junétion with the troops of Balcheram ; when, after a fhort ftruggle, 
they fled, and the royal army purfuing them till night, took much 
fpoil and miany horfes, which had been feized from merchants, to 
whom they were moftly, reftored, Bahadur Khan marched the 
next day through the pafs of Antour, and the day after refolved to 
reach Aurungabad, which was fixteen cof diftant. A few officers, 
who had rode on before, fell in with fome thoufands of the enemy, 
and defended themfelves on an eminence till the army came up, 
when they fled, and Soopkerrun Bondela purfued them for fome 
cofs, and killed above four hundred, taking much plunder, his fon 
Raow Dulput was wounded. The next day Bahadur Khan arrived 
with the army at Aurungabad, and encamped fome. time in the 
neighbourhood of that city. He conferred prefents of horfes and 
arms on his gallant officers, and, in return for their fervices, re- 
commended them to his majefty for promotion to higher rank, He 
next marched from Aurungabad to Satterah Batterah, thirty cofs 
diftant, where he encamped.  Dilleer Khan, with his detachment, 
had purfued the enemy as far as the fort of Merrooje in Beejapore, 

when he returned with much plunder taken from them. As the 

Mharattas had for the two laft {pring harvefts made incurfions into 

Khandefhe through the hills of Ballaghaut, Bahadur Khan caufed 

redoubts to be ereéted in each pafs, and artillery, with proper 

guards, to be ftationed in them. Accordingly, they were built at 

the following places; Ferdapore, Loondapore, Mulkapore, Kuflo- 

Vou. II. In Ress 
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ree, Raujdeht, Laknehwara, Deogam, Rajorah, Dilleerpore, and 
three or four other places, = 


This year died Koottub al Moolk, fultan of Hyderabad ; and, 
leaving behind him no male children, was fucceeded by Abou 
Houffun, who had married his eldeft daughter; a perfon of a moft 
debauched character ; but, to the furprize of all, upon his acceflion 
to the throne he threw off every bad habit, and became both an 
excellent man and prince. According to cuftom, he fent am- 
baffadors to the imperial court with proper offerings, which were 
received, and a gracious firmaun returned in anfwer. 


Mahabut Khan, on his arrival at court from Dekkan, was ap- 
pointed a fecond time to the government) of Cabul; but again 
difplaced in a fhort time after, and died on the road in his way 
to the prefence. He was a chief poflefied of true nobility, and a 
great encourager of brave foldiers, of whom he had always a fine 
houfehold body. He had a reliance on the Raajepootes, in pre- 


“ference to the Moguls, Shekhs, or Afghauns; and, when in Dek- 


kan, had about a thoufand of the former with him, to whofe 
charge he always trufted the guard of his haram and fleeping apart- 
ments. Bahadur Khan beftowed a munfub and other honours on 
Beejajee Naick, a capital zemindar of Dekkan, whofe fon had 


tarried Sewajee’s daughter, and was a chief of great gallantry 
and reputation. 


Bahadur Khan, learning that the Mharattas were collecting in 
the neighbourhood of Poonah, left his baggage at Chummar Koon- 
dah, and by forced marches came up with and gave them a fignal 
defeat, in which Soopkerrun Bondela behaved with particular gal- 
lantry. He then moved to Burragaum, twenty cofs diftant from 
Ahmednuggur, on the banks of the Beemrah, a river feparating 
the Hyderabad territories from thofe of Beejapore, and which has 


its 
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its fource from thes mountains of Kokun/at a place called Bhamean 
Sunkree, near the fort of Loeghur. Here Bahadur, to perpetuate 
his memory, built a fort and ere¢ted a magnificent palace, which 
he called Bahadur Ghur. Dulput Roy Bondcla was promoted 
to the rank of three hundred, and the fons of Bahadur Khan, 
Mirza Houffun and Mirza Mbhouflun, . were honoured with the 
titles of khan. Inder Mun Bondela was appointed to command 
the ftation of Goolfhunabad. Sutterfal, the fon of Chumput Bon- 
dela, difgufted at not finding promotion, and being in diftreffed 
circumftances, went over to Sewajee ; but, as he placed little con- 
fidence in the people of Hindooftan, after fhewing him fome civilities, 
he gave him his difmiffion; upon which, finding himfelf without 
refource, he, returned to his own country, where, collecting his 
dependants, he raifed a rebellion, and pofleffed himfelf of great 
part of the zemindaree, 


» About this time died Ali Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, whofe 
anceftors were defcendants of the emperors of Turky. Eufuff, a 
prince of the Ottoman family, was entrufted by his mother to the 
care of a merchant, through fear of the brother, then emperor. 
The merchant coming to Damaun brought the young prince with 
him, and from thence travelled to Dekkan, where, fortune be- 
friending his charge, he founded the kingdom of Beejapore, Ailing 
himfelf Bufuff Adil Shaw, and erected the citadel of mesenee: 
which bears his name. Ali was fucceeded by his fon Fesedla * 
infant. Khouafs Khan Hubfhee, a favourite of vee t ps 
entrufted with his education and the command of # : fore . 
Kerreem Meana, the fon of Abd al Raheem, e 0! uh ae 
(who, in the reign of the late emperor Shaw Je Oe is 
the fortunes of Khan Jehaun Lodi, and efcaped ie ane 
Agra, upon his death entering firft into the fervice — oe 
Hyderabad, and afterwards of the Beejapore prince, W 


to high rank) commanded the minor king's armies. 
to) Wp On 
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On the death of Ali Adil Shaw, Sewajee, intending to reduce 
the country, and marry his fon Sambah to the daughter of Ruftum 
Raow, with royal {plendour and magnificence, in order to divert 
from him the imperial arms, that he might be at liberty to exe- 


. cute his defigns, began to intrigue for that purpofe. He difimiffed 


Jadoo Terrai and Hullall Khan, who had deferted to him from the 
imperial army, telling them he could not keep them, as he now 
meant to afk for peace. Thefe chiefs having at the interceflion of 
Soopkerrun Bondela been pardoned by Bahadur Khan, returned to 
his camp. Sewajee now fent deputies, with prefents of an cle- 
phant and many rarities, to Bahadur Khan, requefting a truce, till 
through his intereft forgivenefs of his crimes from the emperor 
could be ratified; upon the arrival of which, if the Khan would 
fend his eldeft fon to conduct him, he would fubmit to his clemency, 
Bahadur Khan, not aware of his intriguing craft, confented to a 
truce, and immediately fent off an exprefs to the emperor, then at 
Houffun Abdal on the borders of Cabul, which arrived at court in 
thirteen days. A firmaun was iffued in reply, that he thould be 
cautious not to be deceived by the Mharatta, and before he formed 
any treaty, fend Mallek Berkhordar, who knew the artifice of 
Sewajee, with fome confidential fervants of his own, to found his 
fecret defigns, which he fhould, when explored, communicate to 
the emperor, who would then give further orders. 


_ Bahadur Khan, upon the arrival of the firmaun, difpatched 
Heap Saad Khan and Gongaram, Guzaratee, cosine of 

own, with Mallek Berkhordar, to amufe Sewajee. This crafty 
politician, who had already found time to effect part of his {chemes 
and poftefs himfelf of the fort of Pernalleh, belonging to Beejapore 
received the deputies at Rairee, and for the farft day treated gen 
with all cuftomary honours; but the next, gave them a final 
anbuets faying, «« What fuperiority has your matter gained over 

me, that I thould confent to fubmiffion? Be gone f{peedily from 

« hence, 
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«hence, or you will be difgraced.”” Upon hearing this, the 
affrighted deputics returned with an account of their reception to 
Bahadur Khan; who forwarded it to court. The emperor, out of 
his abundant kindnefs, to confole the mortified khan, promoted him 
to the rank of feven thoufand horfe and the title of Khan Jehaun 
Bahadur Kokultath Zuffir Jung ; his elder brother, named Muzzuffir 
Houftein, to the title of Azum Khan and rank of fix thoufand ; 
and his fons, one to the title of Muzzuffir Khan, and the other, of 
Nofferut Khan, with proportionable commands. 


Bahadur Khan upon this promotion kept a grand feftival, to 
which he invited Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jathier Khan, from 
Buggellana; and gave away among the amras and their followers, 
thirty one elephants, above five hundred horfes, two thoufand ele- 
gant drefles, befides fwords, armour and other valuable articles. 


"At this time’ contentions prevailed between the” Dekkances 
and Afghauns of Beejapore. Dunnanut Pundit, who was much in 
ne > 


the confidence of Khouafs Khan, artfully promoted the inveteracy 
in hopes that he fhould fucceed whatever chief 


He obferved to Khouafs Khan, that the 
Afghauns had acquired too much power in the ftate; that the 
himfélf confined to the fort, and Sewajee 
iftri@s of the kingdom, in this fituation it 
would be prudent to implore the protection of the ee 
conjunction with “his” troops to punith Sewajee, and regain the 


ufurped territories ; which effected, he might then eafily expell the 


mutineus and rebellious Afghauns. 


of the parties, 
might be difplaced. 


prince being a minor, 
having feized many d 


The Ethiopian approved of his fchemes, and fent ed aie 
Serjam Raow, to Zuffir Jung with offers of friendfhip anc ® eo 
as alfo an invitation to a conference. Zufhir Jung, upon recelving 


afs Khan 
unexpected but welcome overture, propoled that Khou “i 
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fhould Siren from Beejapore to Burrapore on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, where he would meet him. Accordingly, both parties 
moving to the place appointed, magnificent tents were pitched ; 
but, as the waters of the Kiftnah fuddenly rofe very high, Zuffir 
Jung went in boats to the camp of Khouafs Khan, from whence, 
after fome converfation, he brought him back with him»to his own, 


‘and gave him and all his followers a grand entertainment and rich 


prefents. Mutual alliances were entered into, and the daughter of 
Khouafs Khan was betrothed to Nufferut Jung, the fecond fon of 
Zuflir Jung ; after which the two chiefs took leave of each other, 
and departed to execute their intended purpofes. 


Abd al Kerreem, who had attended Khouafs Khan, was en- 
camped at the diftance of twelve miles, and Dunnanut conveyed to 
him all the particulars of the interview between Zuffir Jung and his 
mafter, infidioufly obferving, that if the Hubthee fhould make the 
fort and kingdom an offering to the emperor Aulumgeer, it would 
put an end to Abd al Kerreem’s and his own pret ; 


» Abd al Kerreem, who was eager to obtain the regency, de- 
termined to take an opportunity of confining Khouafs Khan on the 
march to Beejapore; but he being informed of his treachery, left 
the camp and baggage at Alingah, forty miles from the city, to 
which he departed fuddenly in the night, and thus defeated the 
defigns of his enemy. On Abd al Kerreem’s arrival at Beejapore, 
a negotiation of reconciliation was fet on foot, and at length Khouafs 
Khan, with a few attendants, came out of the citadel to encourage 
the Afghauns; and after the ufual ceremonies of meeting, retired 
with Abd al Kerreem only, to confult in a private apartment. On 
notice being given’ that Khizzer Khan Punnee, a principal ameer, 
was approaching, Abd al Kerreem left the room, as if to meet him, 
but the door was fhut immediately after him, and Khouafs Khan 
made a prifoner under a ftrong guard, Jumfheed, a flave of Abd 


al 


AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


al Kerrecm’s, got into the fort without oppofition; and foon after 
he, with Khizzer Khan, entered, and treating’ with! fhekh Mun- 
naje and the other Dekkanees, perfuaded them to) march againit 
Sewajee, towards the river Kiftnah; after which he put Khouafs 
Khan to death. ea 

Soon after this, Abd al Kerreem difpatched Khizzer Khan 
towards the Kiftnah, with inftruétions to affaffinate thekh Munnaje, 
Khizzer Khan for this purpofe invited him to an entertainment. 
The thekh complied with the invitation, and had left his tents, 
when on the road he heard, that Khizzer Khan had placed a num= 
ber of armed men in concealment to murder him. The thekh, 
notwithftanding, proceeded, and when Khizzer Khan came to 
meet him, alighted and embraced, but {tabbed the treacherous 
nobleman while he had him in his arms, efcaped, and joined his 
troops on the other fide of the river. A {cuffle enfued between the 
Afghaun and Dekkanee attendants, in the {qQuare of the tents, in 
which many were flain on both fides, 


Shekh Munnaje retired to Adonee, and being joined by Seedee 
Mufaood, Syed Mukhdoom, Sheerza Khan, and other Dekkan 
lords, made an alliance with Kafil Koor; a principal zemindar, who 
had a confiderable force, and it was refolved between them, to 
attack Abd al Kerreem and cut him off, 


Abd al Kerreem being informed of the union of the Dekkanees, 
prepared a confiderable army, and marched to oppofe them; when 
a defperate battle was fought near the fort of Shaw Doneghur, 
twelve cofs from Adonee, in which many chiefs were killed on ee 
fides, and it was doubtful to whom remained the victory. Kall 
Koor, the zemindar, was flain. At night Abd al Kerreem att 
the march of victory, and encamped on the field of battle. The 
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moft of them went over to the king of Hyderabad. Shekh Mun- 
naje took up his refidence at Koolburga in his own jaghire, and 
Abd al Kerreem, with his force much diminifhed, retired to Bee- 
japore, where he put to death Dunnanut Pundit, who had been 
the inftigator of fuch fatal faction, and feizing all his wealth paid 
his troops their arrears with the money; thus verifying the obfer- 
vation, that “ He who digs a pit for another, often falls into it 
«¢ himfelf.” “ 


This year the Mharattas invaded the imperial territories near 
Aurungabad, and Khan Jehaun purfuing them, engaged and de- 
feated their army near Lafoor, only fourteen cofs from the'city ; 
after which he chafed them as far as the fort of Chumber in Kokun. 
At this time came intelligencé of the imprifonment and death of 
Khouafs Khan, which difappointed Khan Jehaun’s meafures, and 
he reprefented the affair to court; after which he returned to the 
cantonments af Bahadur Ghur. Orders came from the emperor, 
that he fhould endeavour either to take Abd al Kerreem prifoner, 
or put him to death, and befiege Beejapore. Diller Khan was 
again appointed fecond to Khan Jehaun, and departed inftantly on 
his nomination from court to Dekkan. 


Khan Jehaun having made the neceffary preparations for the 
war againft Beejapore, ordered If'aam Khan Roomee, (formerly 
named Honffein and patha of Bufforah, who had fought protection 
with the emperor fome years fince, and was promoted to the govern- 
ment of Malwa) from Aurungabad, the charge of which city was 
given to Raow Bhaow Sing, and marched to the banks of the 
Beemrah, ten cofs from Sholapore, where he waited for the jurfction 
of his troops. 


- Abd al Kerreem Khan, having left Beejapore, with a great 
army encamped at Abundee, about fix cofs diftant; upon which, 
Khan 
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Khan Jchaun fent'the women of his camp, with his i and the 
fuperfluous baggage, to Sholapore, and ftationing’ what he meaned 
to carry with him on this fide the Beemrah, whieh was at this 
time very high, crofled with the troops, and formed his difpofition 
of battle. On this day, Raow Raaje Sing Rhatoree, commanding 
the advanced body of the army, who had been Iong ill, died on the 
march. Shekh Munnaje and fhekh Mahummud Juneedee, haying 
agreeably to promife arrived from Koolburga, were introduced to 
Khan Jehaun by raja Soopkerrun Bondela; and received a prefent 
of elephants, horfes, and one lack of rupees. Next day the two 
armies prepared for engagement. Koottub ad Dien Khan with 
the advance, Iflaam Khan on the right, with the corps of Soopker~ 
run Bondela, fhekh Munnaje and others, Raow Anoop Sing, Rag- 
onaut Sing Mharatta, Bocheraje Cutchwai and others, on the left, 
having formed, the battle commenced. The enemy charged 
furioufly in front of Iflaam Khan, but his Turks drove them off 
twice with great lofs, when their ammunition being expended, Tflaam 
Khan ordered up ftores, clofe to his elephant, and was fupplying his 
men, when a fpark unfortunately lighting among a quantity of car- 
tridges, they blew up, killing and wounding a great number; but 
to add to the melancholy event, the khan’s elephant being fright- 
ened at the explofion, became ungoyernable, and ran into the 
enemy’s line, where the khan, his fon, and the driver, with fome 
horfe who had followed their leader, were foon cut to pieces; but 
the elephant having received feyeral wounds, ran back without his 
houdah, which had been cut off his back. The heat of the battle 
next fell on Soopkerrun Bondela, who, together with fhekh Mun= 
naje and other chiefs, was wounded. The left wing was allo 
engaged, and Raow Kibber Sing Rhatoree, Kerrun Sing, a mun= 
fubdar, with Raow Raaje Sing, and the other Raajepootes, after 
fighting defperately, were wounded, Great numbers on both fides 
fell, and the {warry elephant of Abd al Kerreem was taken by 


Kithoor Sing Harrah. The battle ceafed on the approach of night, 
Vor, Il. 2 vl G without 
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without bang decifive on either fide. Khan Jehaun remained on 
this fide the river, threw up entrenchments round his camp, and 
fortified them with artillery. The Afghauns during the night 
made an attack upon the baggage on the other fide of the river, 
great part of which they plundered, put numbers to death, and 
cartied off fuch of the followers of the camp as they chofe; fo that, 
from this lofs, and the fadden rife of the river, it no longer remained 
in the power of the imperial army to oppofe the Afghauns. Koot- 
tub ad Dien Khan, with the approbation of Khan Jehaun, formed a 
truce ; and the army then recrofling the river, fhekh Munnaje was 
difpatched to Koolburga, to {ecure pofleffion if poffible of that for- 
trefs. At this time Dilleer Khan arrived from the prefence, and 
the waters of the Beemrah, on account of the rains, fill continuing 
exceedingly high, it was agreed for the prefent, that the fort of 
Tulderruk fhould be taken from the fons of Khizzer Khan Punnee, 
who refided there. Khan Jehaun accordingly marched, and began 
his approaches. Raja Inder Mun Bondela, agreeably to orders; 
joined the camp from Goolfhunabad. Mahummud Atta, a fon of 
Khan Jehaun’s, being wounded by a cannon fhot, died. Akhlaafs 
Khan Meana made an affault on the town belonging to the fort, 
and carried it. Abd al Kerreem at the inftigation of the Afghauns 
in the royal army, who refpected him on account of their connec 
tion by tribe, having moved from Beejapore, croffed the Beemrah 
with a confiderable force, to the relief of Tulderruk ; upon which 
Khan Jehaun thought proper to raife the fiege and march to receive 
the enemy. Abd al Kerreem encamped within fix miles of the fort, 
and his tents appeared in fight of the royal camp. Though the day 
was far fpent and twilight approached, yet by the advice of Djlleer 
Khan and others, having left Runmuft Khan for the protection of 
the baggage, a battle commenced. A body of Afghauns from Abd 
al Kerreem’s line, and another from the fort, having formed a 
junction, charged in the rear of Khan Jehaun’s army, and the 


khan having croffed a watercourfe, deep and muddy, with Boche- 
' raaje 
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raaje Cutchwai and Ragonaut Sing Mbaratta, oppofed ssn enem 

Bocheraaje was killed fighting gallantly, and the latter, with seat 
others, was wounded, Koottub ad Dien Khan, char, © to th ; 
affiftance, preferved the wounded from being cut to Te lie 
al Kerreem trying to gain the fort ‘during the mah his th p : 
was plundered, and Khan Jehaun followed him witht vane 
of the walls. After fome days the army encamped at haute 
kaloon, eight cofs from Tulderruk, Raow Anoop Sing, at id 
requeft of Khan Jehaun, was honoured with the tials raja 
Madna Pundit, minifter to Abou Houffun, king of Hyderabad, tad 
joined Abd al Kerreem with troops and money; but fess that 
oppofition could not in the end be made to the imperial Sp 
retreated to his owm country. Abd al Kerreem, after seinsicibigsd 
month in Tulderruk, returned to Beejapore. Khan Jehaun fent his 
dewan Luckeram, to bring over fome Beejapore chiefs, who had 
taken refuge at Hyderabad, as alfo the troops of that ftate, to join 


him, and marched in purfuit of Abd al Kerreem towards the Beem= ~ 


rah. Many {kirmithes happened om the route. At Hingeh he 
halted, and called together the’ Dekkanees and exiled Beejaporees, 
who had fled to different places, Seedee Mufaood, Sheerza Khan, 
and others, joined, Luckeram brought an army from Hyderabad, 
and had alfo effected a’truce with Sewajee. Four thoufand horfe, 
fent by different imperial fojedaars, and a number of other troops, 


joined; fo that an army was now collected fufficient to reduce 
Beejapore, 


While affairs were thus fituated, the Afghaun chiefs of the im- 
perial army, out of regard to their tribe, privately fent meflages 
to Abd al Kerreem, that if this vaft army fhould march to Beeja= 
pore, his affairs would be ruined paft redemption; fo that his 
only way to avoid the ftorm would be to make propofals of peace 
to Khan Jehaun, and come in to vifit him, after which the troops 
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Qaen , 
would be difperfed, and he be at liberty to regulate his govern- 
ment. : hee he 


Abd al Kerreem, liftening to this advice, entreated peace of 
Khan Jehaun, promifing that if the imperial army fhould move to 
the banks of the Beemrah, he would come to meet hin; and 
requefting that he would fend Akhlaafs Khan to conduct him to an 
interview ; after which he would fubmit to any conditions he might 
impofe, as he regarded himfelf now as the emperor's fubject. 


‘Khan Jehaun, after deliberating on the difcordant ftate of his 
army, agreed: to his requefts; and having fent away the auxiliaries 
to their different countries, moved from Hingeh, and encamped on 
the banks of the Beemrah. 


Khan Jehaun, agreeably to the requeft of Abd al Kerreem, 
fent his brother Akhlaafs Khan to meet him, and a few days afters 
wards difpatched alfo Koottub ad Dien Khan. A letter arrived 
from fhekh Munnaje, that now there was an opportunity, which, 
if troops were fent to Alinder, he would feize, of acquiring the 
fort of Koolburga. Abd al Kerreem requefting that Dilleer Khan 
might be fent to receive him, Khan Jehaun left him at Angul- 
kote, and went himfelf to Alinder, from whence he fent Gon- 
garam, his own dewan, with Vizier Beg, fon to’ Collinder Khan, 
the kelladaar of Zuffirabad Bieder, to fhekh Munnaje, who, on 
the day of their arrival with him, got admiffion into Koolburga by 
treachery, and having confined Nangooroy, the khelladaar, put the 
place into their poffeffion, and agreeably to orders returned to Khan 
Jehaun. Khan Jehaun, through Runmuft Khan, made promifes 
of munfubs and prefents to the fons and dependants of Khizzer 
Khan, and fending his own bukhfhi, Alla ad Dien Khan, to them, 
they evacuated the fort of Tulderruk, when Zuffirnuggur, com- 


- monly called Tumnee, was allotted for the refidence of their fami- 
lies. © 
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lies. After vifiting Tulderruk, and ordering, meafures for its fafety, 
he returned to camp, and difpatched to court am account of his 
operations which meeting the emperor's approbation, the fons of 
Khan Jehaun were promoted to higher rank ; Muzzuffir Khan to 
the title of Himmut Khan Bahadur, and Nufferut Khan to that of 
Sippedar Khan. Raja Inder Mun Bondela dying, at the requeft of 
Khan Jehaun, his zemindaree and the title of raja were conferred 
upon his fon Jeflwunt Sing. 


Abd al Kerreem having left Beejapore with Akhlaafs Khan, 
and condoled with the fons of Koottub ad Dien Khan, who had 
died on the road, met Dilleer Khan. He encamped about four 
cofs. from. Alinder; and Khan Jehaun, agreeably to his promifes, 
having pitched a moft fplendid tent, wath poles and ornaments of 
filver, went in the greateft pomp and magnificence, attended by all 
the amras, to receive him. Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer 
Khan, with all the Afghauns in their train, adyanced, and the 
chiefs firft met fitting on their elephants, and, after paffing mutual, 
compliments, alighted at thestents when Khan Jehaun prefented 
Abd al Kerreem with elephants, horfes, and arms, ornaments of 
jewels, trays of rich cloths, as alfo the tent, and proper carriages 
for its conveyance. After converfation, he difmiffed him to his 
camp, and returned to his own. Mallek Berkhordar, agreeably to 
the emperor’s orders, was fent as refident to Beejapore. Abd al 
Ruflool Khan was appointed kelladaar of Koolburga, Collinder 
Khan of Tulderruk, and Vizier Beg exalted by the title of Jaun 
Baz Khan. 


Abd al Kerreem Khan and Diller Khdn being diffatisfied at Khan 
Jehaun’s having got pofleffion of Tulderruk and Koolburga, agree 
ably to the fchemes they had formed from the inftant of their ne 
ing, Wrote petitions to court, fetting forth, that Khan Jn 
made private agreements with the king of Hyderabad, the Dekkan- 
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nees, ihe king of Beejapore, and Sewajee, and did not act withvigour 
in his government; but that if he thould be called to the prefence, 
and proper afliftance afforded them, they would bring Hyderabad 
into the imperial poffeffion without delay, 


Khan Jehaun, with Abd al Kerreem and the united armies, 
marched from Alinder to Koolburga, and it was agreed that they 
fhould go fhortly againft Hyderabad. They vifited the tomb of the 
famous fyed Mahummud Gefoo-derauz, who flourifhed in the reign 
of fultan Firoze Bhamenee. It is a very magnificent edifice, covered 
with a dome, in the middle of an extenfive court, Many of his de- 
fcendants repofe near the faint, over whom they have erected domes. 
A number of them ftill refide there; and during the reigns of the 
Dekkan fultans, great {ums of money were annually offered to them 
in vows and prefents, The kings of Beejapore and Hyderabad, as 
alfo the zemindars in the vicinity, every year gave rich prefents, and 
many villages were afligned by both kings to defray the expenfes of 
the tomb, When it came into the imperial pofleflion, Aurungzebe 
alfo fettled fome farms upon it. There is almoft a continual diffen~ 
tion between the defcendants of the faint, who generally come to 
blows every year; and they fpend their time in an affluence and lux- 
ury, enjoyed but by few of the firft nobles. There are alfo at Kool- 
burga many tombs of the Bhamenee kings of Dekkan. In the 
pergunnah of Alinder are the magnificent fepulchres of Ladee Anfa- 
ree, the faint’s fifter, and her children; and at Boorahannuggur 
thofe of many celebrated perfonages, 


The emperor, deceived by the petitions before mentioned, re- 
called Khan Jehaun from Dekkan, and appointed Dilleer Khan in 


his room. Khan Jehaun left Koolburga for court, the fame day that 
the firmaun arrived for his recall. 


Dilleer 
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Dillecr Khan-and Abd*al Kerreem marched with the army to 
Mulkeh, a fort ten cofs from Koolburga, whieh being but of little 
{trength, the befieged evacuated it in the night, and fled to join the 


Dekkanees, who made fuch oppofition, that the Afghauns durit 


not even dare to look towards Hyderabad. There now fell a cone 
tinual'rain, and the fcarcity of grain in the camp became exceflive, 
Skirmifhes between the two armies occurred for two months toge- 
ther daily. Mahummud Beg Khan, commander of the artillery, 
Serafrauz Khan Dekkanee and his fons, with many other imperial 
officers, were wounded. ‘The other Afghauns who had an enmity 
to Runmuft Khan and the fons of Khizzer Khan, for having given 
up the fort of Tulderruk, did not affit them in the day of battle; 
but, as they had a felect body of their own, they gallantly ftood firm 


in the field, were wounded, and great numbers of their followers 
killed. 


* The troops of Abd al Kerreem being diftreffed, deferted in great 


numbers ; fo that the tide of ill fortune turned againft the royal army, 
and it became impoffible to remain much longer in the enemy's 
country. Dilleer Khan therefore, on this account, and to pleafe 
Abd al Kerreem, for whom he entertained the utmoft friendthip, 
atid who had been taken ill, fet on foot a negotiation of truce with 
the Dekkanees, and began to retreat towards Koolburga, intending 
to leave his fuperfluous baggage there, and after fupplying himfelf 
with provifions, to return and attack them. 


The firft day’s march the Dekkanees did not moleft him; but 
on the-fecond, looking on the Afghauns as running away, appeared 
in great numbers, attacked the baggage, killed hundreds of people, 
and acquired an immenfe plunder. The fight continued from day- 
light till fun-fet, when the royal army halted at a dry nullah, where 
it remained two days in the greateft confufion, being obliged ea 
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wells, before the camp could be fupplied with water, Akhlaa(s 
Khan and Runmuft Khan Punnee commanded the right wing, Abd 
al Kerreem the left, Dilleer Khan proteéted the baggage, and 
Soopkerrun Bondela, with Ghierut and Muzzuffir, nephews of 
Dilleer Khan, were ftationed in the rear of the whole ; but though 
they had above eight thoufand horfe, it was difficult to quit their 
ftation. Soopkerrun Bondela, his fon Dulput Roy, and the other 
Raajepoote chiefs, having confulted together, reprefented to Dilleer 
Khan that it was impoffible to remain here longer, as the army 
muft perifh from want of provifions. This advice had a proper 
effeét, and the chiefs being all united, for the royal honour, and 
their own prefervation, at length marched, but in twelve days 
could only move ten cof’, when they arrived at Koolhurga. The 
Dekkanees, who were full feventy thoufand in number, feldom 
ceafed from the attack ; but as the fortune of Aurungzebe attended 
the Raajepootes, the enemy did not prevail. The Raajepootes 
upon this trying occafion fhewed aftonifhing inftances of valout ; 
but which to relate would appear as vain boafting. Mahummud, 
the fon of Koottub ad Dien Khan, was killed by a rocket; and 
on this march the camp was without grain for fome days, when 
the poorer fort were obliged to eat the roots of the plaintain and, 
date tree, from which numbers were taken ill, and died fhortly 
after of diforders in the bowels. 


As Abd al Kerreem was fo dangeroufly ill as to be pronoun- 
ced paft recovery, Dilleer Khan negotiated a peace between him, 
Seedee Mufaood, and the other Dekkan chiefs, bringing them 
together for a conference. Mutual civilities and vifits were ex. 
changed between the chiefs of both armies, and it was agreed that 
Abd al Kerreem fhould deliver up the citadel of Beejapore to See- 
dee Mufacod, who fhould then pay off the arrears to all the troops. 
Abd al Kerreem foon after died, and Dilleer Khan delivered up his 
fon Abd al Raooff for education to Seedee Mufaood, who promifed 

‘ to 
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to Ict him. fucceed his father in the command of the army. The 
Dekkanees then returned to Beejapore, where Seedee Mufaood 
delayed to pay the arrears of Abd al. Kerreem’s troops, and they 
offered ‘ numberlefs indignities to his fon, who had inherited but 
little property from his father. The foldiers proceeded to fuch ex= 
tremities and clamour for their pay, as to feize every thing he had, 
not excepting even the jewels and ornaments of the women, which 
they forced from them without regard to common refpect and de- 
cency for the honour of their chief. While the young man was 
thus ufed by his own tribe, the treatment he experienced from 
ftrangers may eafily be imagined. Dilleer Khan returned with his 
army to the imperial provinces, thus ending, without any advan 
tage, avery expentive and difgraceful campaign. 


Khan Jehaun Bahadur on his arrival at court, not‘finding him~ 
{elf treated fo gracioufly as ufual, abfénted himfelf from the durbar, 
and refigned his rank and commands; upon which ei 
obferved, that he had no occafion for pomp, and commande : 
to refign his equipage and train. Accordingly, the aa madesip 
offering of his elephants, horfes, and other enfigns of digni Ds 
the emperor, who, however, after fome time, was ene eh 
pleafed to recall him to the prefence, and reftore him to ;. ae 
honours. Raja Jefwunt Sing Bondela, fon of the late raja In 


Mun, joined the army in Dekkan’ with a force befitting his rank. 


illee’ an receiving information that the Mharattas had ap- 
oe pera ates having left his baggage at Fora 
with Soopkerrun Bondela, marched to purfue them ; ot aving 
Beredtad them and cleared the country, returned to 4! ee 
at Bahadur Ghur. Intelligence arrived that Sewajee baie ee 
force againft the fort of Joneer. Abd al Yen aie Tee 
vernor, was a perfon of much experience an if 1 2a 
hundred of the enemy in the vet afcended the is by rope 
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ders, and entered; but though the kelladaar had {ent moft of his 
people with his fons to the affiftance of Yiah Khan, fojedaur of the 
town, he bravely colleéted the few he had left, with his fervants, 
and put moft of the affailants to the fword. A few were found the 
next day fkulking under the bufhes and ftones at the bottom of the 
wall, watching for an opportunity to efcape. Thefe he treated 
with much kindnefS, and fent them back to Sewajee, with a mef- 
fage, that while he commanded in the fort, he defied him to take 
Te 


As the emperor was much diflatisfied’ at the late behaviour of 
the Afghaun chiefs, Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan was ordered to 
-command in Dekkan, until the appointment of another foubahdar, 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim fhortly after was invefted with the 
government, and a firmaun came to Dilleer Khan, enquiring, as 
Abd al Kerreem had died, the Afghauns were difperfed, and diffen- 
tions occurred among the Dekkanees, why he had delivered up 
Beejapore to Seedee Mufaood? He was ordered to colle& the 
Afghauns, and enroll them in the imperial fervice; alfo to draw 
over to him the officers of Beejapore and Hyderabad, till fuch time 


as jaghires could be beftowed, allowing each horfeman daily pay” 


Wien th ; i ; 
a ae e royal treafury, and to march immediately againft Bee- 


vd mh agreeably to thefe inftructions, 

relations of Abd al Kerreem and other Af; i 

and Eefah Ghulzee, Dekkanees of Bienes ee 
commended proportionate rank for each ; and for fuch horfes as ie 
brought, which amounted to about twenty thoufand, he tat 
om. Many chiefs received jaghires, and were recommended 
by iléer Khan for titles of nobility. Dilleer Khan’s nephew was 
raifed to the rank of a thoufand, and came to Dekkan, eure 
except the Afghauns, none were now efteemed worthy of aipecton, 
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In the beginning of this year, Dilleer Khan marched againft 
Bhopaul Ghur, a fort belonging to Sewajec in the Beejapore coun- 
try. Cannon being planted upoa 2 height which commanded the 
inner part of the place, it was taken in three hours, and a yait 
quantity of grain found in ftore, part of which was delivered to’the 
troops, much taken by the camp followers, and the remainder st 
on fire; after which the fort was razed to the ground, 


‘The fame day the Mharattas appeared, intending to faccour the 
place, and an aétion enfued, in which they were defeated and fled. 


The fame body, a few days afterwards, fuddenly attacked and 
Ha plundered 
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ders, and entered; but though the kelladaar had {ent moft of his 
people with his fons to the affiftance of Yiah Khan, fojedaur of the 
town, he bravely colleéted the few he had left, with his fervants, 
and put moft of the affailants to the fword. A few were found the 
next day fkulking under the bufhes and ftones at the bottom of the 
wall, watching for an opportunity to efcape. Thefe he treated 
with much kindnefs, and fent them back to Sewajee, with a mef- 
fage, that while he commanded in the fort, he defied him to take 
it. 


As the emperor was much diflatisfied at the late behaviour of 
the Afghaun chiefs, Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan was ordered to 
-command in Dekkan, until the appointment of another (oubaldar, 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim thortly after was invefted with the 
government, and a firmaun came to Dilleer Khan, enquiring, as 
Abd al Kerreem had died, the Afghauns were difperfed, and diffen- 
tions occurred among the Dekkanees, why he had delivered up 
Beejapore to Seedee Mufaood? He was ordered to colleét the 
Afghauns, and enroll them in the imperial fervice; alfo to draw 
over to him the officers of Beejapore and Hyderabad, till fuch time 


as jaghires could be beftowed, allowing each horfeman daily pay’ 


from the royal treafury, and to march immediately againft Bee- 
japore. 


; Dilleer Khan, agreeably to thefe inftrutions, 
relations of Abd al Kerreem and other Afehau. i 
and Eefah Ghulzee, Dekkances of Beeabcre ee. 
commended proportionate rank for each ; and for fuch horfes acs 
brought, which amounted to about twenty thoufand, he allowed 
he py. Many chiefs received jaghires, and were recommended 
by illéer Khan for titles of nobility. Dilleer Khan’s nephew was 
raifed to the rank of a thoufand, and came to Dekkan, where. 
except the Afghauns, none were now efteemed worthy of diinction. 
On 


having invited the 
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On the breaking up» of the rains, Dilleer Khan BE from 
Bahadur Ghur, Sambah, the fon of Sewajee; who had quarrelled 
with his father, and was confined by him in the fort of Pernalleh, 
having made his efcape with a few attendants, fent a mefflenger to 
Dilleer Khan, requefting his protection, and that he would fend 
a force to affift him, as Sewajec’s troops were following him clofely, 
Dilleer Khan immediately difpatched Akhlaafs Khan, with Ghierut 
Khan, his own nephew, and other chiefs, with a proper force, and 
followed himfelf, Sambah having met Akhlaafs Khan at Kerkum 
Deoee, joined Dilleer Khan with a few of his family; and the 
khan, regarding his coming as a moft favourable occurrence, beat 
the march of victory, and reprefented it to the imperial court, 
fiom whence Sambah was fhortly after honoured with the title of 
raja, the rank of feven thoufand, and a prefent of an elephant, 
Dilleer Khan made him many prefents himfelf, and appointed a 


st 


refidence for his family, with a proper guard, at Bahadur Ghur, 


Dilleer Khan remained the reft of this year at Moje, preparing 
for the expedition againft Beejapore. Soopkerrun Bondela being 
dangeroully ill, left his fon Dulput Roy and his followers with the 


army, and retired to Bahadur Ghur, 


In the beginning of this year, Dilleer Khan marched againft 
Bhopaul Ghur, a fort belonging to Sewajee in the Beejapore coun- 
try. Cannon being planted upon a height which commanded the 
nart of the place, it was taken in three hours, and a vaft 


inner f ; , 
quantity of grain found in ftore, part of which was delivered to the 
troops, much taken by the camp followers, and the remainder fet 


on fire; after which the fort was razed to the ground, 


The fame day the Mharattas appeared, intending to fuccour the 
place, and an action enfued, in which they were defeated and fled. 


The fame body, a few days afterwards, fuddenly attacked and 
3 He plundered 
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Alostainl a detachment {ent to collect fupplies for the army, under 
the command of Eeruch Khan, who took fhelter in a finall fort, 
leaving his people and baggage to fhift for themfelves. Dilleer 
Khan waited on the banks of the Beemrah for fome neceflary ftores, 
and to crofs his cannon, the river being flooded. 


Soopkerrun Bondela, an ameer of two thoufand five hundred, 
died in his fifty third year, at Bahadur Ghur, and was much la- 
mented by all. Many of his women burned themfelves upon the 
funeral pile with his corpfe. He was a foldier unequalled, had in 
repeated battles won the prize of valour, and was in general fuccefs- 
ful. He often remarked, that he had efcaped with life from many 
dangers; and that in the day of battle a foldier fhould never think 
of himfelf; for whatever the Almighty had decreed would happen 
of courfe. He alfo faid there were two days in which a perfon 
fhould not fear death, on that on which providence had decreed it 
fhould not happen, and that on which it had decreed it fhould. He 
was bountiful to his friends, and unanxious for his own fortune. 
Dilleer Khan and all the amras condoled with his fon Dulput Roy, 
who was recommended to court, and exalted to the rank of five 
hundred. Soopkerrun always kept a numerous-and gallant body of 
men in his fervice, by paying whom munificently he was never_ 
rich, and. though his fon Dulput Roy was raifed but to a trifling 
rank, yet, regarding his future profpeéts, he encouraged all his 
father’s followers, and retained them in his own fervice. 


Secunder Adil Shaw now reprefented to Aurungzebe, that he 
efteemed himfelf as one of his ancient flaves, and notwithftgnding 
Dilleer Khan was advancing to invade his country, if the emperor 
would permit one of his fons to marry his fifter, he fhould regard 
it as an honour. This met with the royal approbation, and, ac- 
cordingly, Secunder fent the young princefs with much pomp, 
conducted by the phyfician Shumfe ad Dien to court, and Dilleer 


Khan 
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Khan fupplied him with a proper efcort; but, notwithftanding this, 
he advanced to Beejapore, which, although he had! twenty thoufand 
horfe with him, he was not able to blockade. Omone fide he 
kept up a conftant cannonade, and ruined a canal made by the firft 
Adil Shaw, which flowed by the citadel and the great mofque, 
through the city. The enemy made a fally from the town, and 
preffed hard on Syed Lutteef, but Dulput Roy being fent to his 
affiftance, he repelled the affailants, and took their ftandard. At 
this time, the conduét of Dilleer Khan not being approved of by 


Aurungzebe, he recalled him to the prefence; and the ‘prince - 


Mahummud Mauzim alfo being removed from the government; 
Khan Jehaun Bahadur was a fecond time appointed to the foubah= 
daree. of Dekkan. Dilleer Khan, upon this, raifed the fiege of 
Beejapore, and plundered the country all around it, digging up and 
totally deftroying the magnificent gardens in the environs of the 
city. Sewajee’s meffengers were allowed communication with Sam- 
bah, who now made his efcape with only eleven attendants ; fo that 
it muft have happened by the connivance of Dilleer Khan, who 
made no enquiries or example among the guards who watched his 
perfon. Dilleer Khan next attacked the town of Sunker, near Bee= 
japore, and having battered down the walls with his cannon, the 
troops entered, and began to plunder ; but the inhabitants, after 
a defperate fkirmith, drove them off again with very great lofs, 
when Dilleer Khan evacuated the country. 


This year died the Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing, near Cabul ; and 
his followers brought his infant children, and his women who did 
not burn with him, towards their native country. Orders were 
fent to condué them to court, where on their arrival, Aurungzebe 
infifted on the children being made Mahummedans. Upon this 
the Raajepoote attendants, determining to die rather peat fubmit 
to this order, fled with their charge towards the raja's territories, 
and being hotly purfued by the emperor's troops, fought .. 


be 
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and were moftly cut to pieces, but the women and {nfants arrived 
fafely at Jodepore, After this, the courtiers brought a young child 
to his majefty, and pretended he was the maharaja’s fon; which 
the emperor feigning to believe, had him circumcifed, named 
Mahummedee Rauje, and educated as fuch, The emperor, dif. 
pleafed at the refiftance of the Raajepootes to his commands, 
marched to expel the fons and relations of the late raja from Jode. 
pore; which fort foon fell into his hands, and raja Ajeet Sing, with 
the family, took fhelter in the receflés of the mountains and woods, 
Inder Sing was exalted to the rank of three thoufand, and the 
poffeffion of the rauje ; but as the dependants of the late prince and 
the people could not be prevailed upon to pay him a proper obe~ 
dience, and the country remained long in an unfettled ftate, he was 
degraded and depofed. 


Sewajee having marched from his country to invade the imperial 
territories, totally laid wafte the diftrit of Jalneher and others ; and 
his foldiers, notwithftanding his commands to the contrary, offered 
infults to the fervants of Jaun Mahummud, a religious, from whofe 
curfes it was believed Sewajee was taken ill, and fhortly after died.* 
Sewajee was as a foldier unequalled, {killed in the arts of govern- 
ment, and a friend to men of virtue and religion. He planned his 
fchemes wifély, and executed them with fteadinefs. He confulted 
many on every point, but acted according to that advice, which, 
after weighing in his own mind, he thought beft applicable to his 
defigns. No one was ever acquainted with his determinations but 


by 


* The Mbaratta report is, that he was poifoned by his wife Soorabaye, who 
could not procure his confent for her fon Rama to fucceed him. Sewajee in this laft 
expedition was defeated, and hotly purfued by the Mogul general, Runmuit Khan. 
Nearly at the fame time, his fleet was almoft deftroyed by the Siddees, in conjunction 
with the Englith of Bombay. It is probable, therefore, that he died neither by 
Poifon, nor the vifitation of God at the prayers of a devotee, but rather, by an 
illnefs from fatigue in his fight, and vexation at the ill fuccefs of his arms. 
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by the fuccefs of theit execution. He built palaces and erected for- 

tifications in every part of his country; and it feemed’ as if he had 

the art of {eeing all hidden treafures, for wherever his people were 
(ent to make war, he direéted them to {pots where valuables were 
buried, as if he had laid them there himfelf. He kept forty thous 
fand horfes in his ftables, which he had mounted to attion by fol= 

diers named bargeers. Every ten horfes had one taweeldaur, who 
had the care of feeding them, as alfo one water carrier, and a torch 
bearer ; each hundred had an officer over the ten taweeldaurs ; and 
every thoufand a chief, who commanded the other ten. Wherever he 
{ent five or fix thoufand, a chief of confequen¢e commanded on the 
fervice. He alfo entertained men who had their own horfes ; but the 
Mbarattasy;whovhad’moft pay, were bargeers. When he detached 
an army on fervice, he fupplied his bargeers with clothing and arms 5 
and_aftersitlic plunder of a country, whatever remained in their 
hands above their amount, was carried to the account of his trea 
fury: He*had numberle®& informers about his —— eee 
they kept back any money or goods from account, he forced them 


to give them up. 


*Sambah, or Sambajee, who facceeded his father in se esa 
generally fpent his time in female pleafires and are ane e 
and poffefied no talents for government. He purfue sige om 
conduét as difobliged his father’s feryants, and a a ee ee be 
fipated in vanity the treafures Sewajee had amaife 3 ’ 7 - 
the advice of no one, having a conceited opinion of his own “ 
ties, and chofe for his favourite, Kubkulluf, a bramin, with whom 
he a@ed ach {cenés as made him hateful to the world. 


Afker 


the faccelfion of Sambah, but 


a The partizans of Rama endeavoured to oppofe Soorabaye, in defpairt the 


were foon overcome, and Rama put into confinement, 
fate of her fon, put herfelf to deaths 
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Afker Khan Bukhthi and Dulput Roy, with Serafrauz Khan and 
other amras, having obtained leave from Dilleer Khan, went to meet 
Khan Jehaun. Dilleer Khan marched to efcort his women from 
Bahadur Ghur, and prepare for his journey to the prefence. Khan 
Jehaun having arrived, after an interview with the prince Mahtm- 
mud Mauzim, difpatched an efcort with him to court, agreeably 
to orders, and then halted for the rainy feafon near the fort of 
Aoont. After the rains, the Mharattas having entered the imperial 
territories, Khan Jechaun marched along the banks of the Gung on 
the road to Loehghur, which had been deftroyed by Khan Dow- 
raun; and moving through the pafs of Ferdapore, ten cofs from 
Aurungabad, afcended the mountains of Kunneher, through a moft 
uneven road, covered with wood; fo that the troops met with ereat 
difficulties, and were two days and nights without their tents and 
baggage, diftrefied for water and provifions. At length he en- 
camped near the tomb of fhekh Fereed, thirty cofs from Aurunga~ 
bad. At this city died Raow Bhaow Sing Harrah, and many of his 
women facrificed themfelyes on his funeral pile. As he had no fon, 
his nephew was fent for, agreeably to the imperial orders by the 
prince Mahummud Akber, to Oojein, where he was ftabbed in the 
wardrobe as he was putting on a dref$ of honour, given upon his 
inveftiture in the zemindaree of his uncle. This was fuppofed to have 
been done by the emperor’s command. Raja Anoop Sing Rhatoree 
was left in charge of Aurungabad, and Khan Jehaun detached 
Raow Dulput in purfuit of the Mharattas. 


The beginning of this year, when Khan Jehaun was encamped 
at Babilgaum,, fixteen cofs from Aurungabad, intelligence was 
brought one morning, about four o’clock, that the Mharattas, by 
the route of Ahmednuggur and Moorgee Puttun, were advancing 
rapidly towards Aurungabad. He iffued orders of march inftantly, 
and having fecured his baggage, left a force to protect it; then 
moving from the ground with all expedition, reached the city about 

noon ; 
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noon; which, ifthe had not’ arrived that day, muft inevitably have 
been plundered, Accounts were now brought that the enemy were 
feen in great numbers at Kafee Porah and the Hill/of Sitterrah ; 
alfo, that raja Anoop Sing, with his followers, was drawn up in 
his quarters, but durft not venture to advance ; upon which Khan 
Jehaun marched on with all poflible fpeed, and upon his appear= 
ance the enemy fled without daring to engage, when he encamped 
at the tank of Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing. The inhabitants of the 
city had been much alarmed, and {hut up their houfes, the doors 
of which they had barricadoed, and prepared for defence. Khan 
Jehaun, as the rains were now fetting in, took up his refidence in 
the imperial palace; and an order having arrived from court for the 
purpofe,, began, to,eredb a, wall round the city, in order to prevent 
any fudden attack from an enemy. 


Intelligence arrived, that fultan Mahummud Akber, from: the 
rffnef(s. of youth, and the intrigues of the Raajepootes, having 
rebelled, the emperor had marched with a few troops from Ajmeer 
to correct him, The prince shady without ftanding a battle, fled, 
with Darruk Dafs Rhatoree, towards Dekkan. Khan Jehaun, 


upon. this intelligence, f 
hight, and on the road received a letter from the fojedaur of Bug~ 


gellana, informing him, that Akber had gone by that way to Gool- _ 


fhunabad, and the khan, on his arrival there, found that he had 
only one day before paffed and entered Kokun by the road of Ter- 
rung ; upon which, being difappointed of overtaking the fugitives, 
he retreated to Aurungabad, and difpatched the news to court : but 
it was afterwards reprefented, that Khan Jehaun was negligent in 
the purfuit, and might have taken the prince, if he had chofen. 
Sambah, efteeming Akber’s coming as a fortunate cine Ss 
received him with the refpect due to his rank, and gave a 
fuitable refidence near the fort of Khulna, on the fea coatt. He 
appointed extenfive hunting grounds for his amufement, 

Vou, Il. I 


marched from the city at twelve o'clock at _ 


prefented 
him 
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him daily with money to pay fix hundred cavalry, his followers, and 
once a week, regularly, vifited him, always obferving a proper 
deference to ~his dignity, as one of the imperial princes, 


Dulput Roy, who had been detached to punith the Mharattas, 
returned after his campaign to Aurungabad, when an extraordinary 
and dangerous affair occurred to him. It appeared that a fervant of 
Sambah’s, having taken a houfe in Begum Porah, {ecretly levied 
foldiers and bought arms for the fervice of the rebel prince, ‘This 
intelligence was conveyed to Khan Jehaun, who difpatched a guard 
to feize the accufed perfon; and it happened that, Dulput Roy 
paffing at the time, he ran through the crowd of his attendants, and 
got clear off. Khan Jehaun’s people avowed that they shad taker 
the man, and that the roy’s followers had feized him from them by 
force ; upon which the khan fent to demand him of the toy; but 
he, who had not the leaft knowledge of the affair, went to Khan 
Jehaun, .and related his innocence of the charge. Khan Jehaun {til 
relying on the declaration of his own people, was offended; and 
the roy, finding “argument of no avail, left him in a paflion. 
Two days afterwards, the khan determined to fend a force to fearch 


. for the offender; but all the Bondelas in the city, hearing of his, 


intentions, joined Dulput Roy, who refolved to oppofe fuch indig= 
nity ; upon which Khan Jehaun defifted: but being exceedingly 
enraged, reprefented the affair to court, as did alfo Dulput Roy, 
The emperor gracioufly obferved, on hearing both fides of the 
queftion, that the roy was an ancient imperial {eryant, incapable of 
fuch treacherous behaviour, and ordered him to join the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim, who was again appointed to govern in Dek~ 


kan, 


Khan Jehaun, at the breaking up of the rains, marched to 
Bahadur Ghur, and the prince arrived at Aurungabad. Houflun 
Ali Khan was detached with an army for the punifhment of the 


Mharattas 
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Mbarattas and conqueft of Kokun, and Dulput Roy ordered along 
with him. Many fevere engagements were fought in this expedi- 
tion, in which the roy performed fignal fervices, Jadoo Roy Dek- 
kanee, an ameer of three thoufand, was killed, and Jagdeo Roy, 
his grandfon; promoted to his rank. Khan Jehaun, leaving his 
baggage at Bahadur Ghur, purfued the enemy whenever he heard 
of their entering the royal territories. 


In the beginning of this year, Houffun Ali was detached for the 
punifhment of the Mharattas by the way of Porundeh. Kifhen Sing, 
the grandfon of the late Mirza Raja Jey Sing Sewai, who, throwing 
afide the manners of the Raajepootes, imitated thofe of the Moguls, 
was killed.in-aidranken quarrel for a dancing girl, near Porundeh, 
by an Afghaun. ‘This year Aurungzebe refolved to extirpate Sam- 
bajee, and began his march from Ajmeer towards Dekkan. Dulput 
Roy was promoted to the rank of fix hundred by the royal favour. 


The emperor, after remaining fome time at Boorahanpore, 
moved with a vaft army into Dekkan, and arrived at Aurungabad. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw, with Dilleer Khan Afghaun, 
was detached to Ahmednuggur. Shaub ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Koollich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, with Dulput Roy, and other 
imperial officers, were ordered to befiege the fort of Ramfudje, 
five cofs from Goolfhunabad. Having began their approaches, 
they ereéted upon an eminence near the walls a platform of wood, 
or cavalier, ‘which could contain five hundred men, and was raifed 
ftory upon ftory to fucha height, that the foldiers at the top could 
fire ngufquetry at the befieged within the walls, fo as to prevent 
them daring to fhew their heads from under cover. Intelligence 
being brought to Aurungzebe, that Sambajee’s army had marched 
to raife the fiege, Khan Jehaun was ordered to canton at Goolihun- 
abad, in order to be ready to fuccour the affailants in cafe of 
necellity ; and-he accordingly marched from Bahadur Ghur. Khan 

ee Jehaun 
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Jehaun leaving his army, went to” pay his refpects to the emperor 
at Aurungabad, taking with him Runmuft Khan, who, at his re- 
queft, was promoted to the title of Bahadur Khan, and fent with a 
detachment againft Kokun. Shaub ad Dien Khan was ordered to 
the vicinity of Joneer, where the enemy Were committing depreda- 
tions, and Khan Jehaun to command the fiege of Ramfudje, upon 
which place an unfuccefsful affault was made fome time after, and 
Dulput Roy, with many others, wounded. Dulput was promoted 
to the rank of feven hundred. Mahummud Moraud was honoured 
with the title of khan, and the office of {econd bukhihi in addition 
to the other pofts‘which he held in Khan Jehaun’s army. Bahadur 
Khan Runmuft marched towards Kokun, and reprefented to the 
emperor, that if Khan Jehaun fhould be ftationed at the pa of 
Mhajah, he could then invade the country. Another affault was 
made upon the fort of Ramfudje, but it proved unfuccefsful ; upon 
which the fiege was raifed, and the great platform of wood built by 
Shaub ad Dien at an immenfe expenfe, being filled with cont- 
buftibles, was fet on fire and deftroyed. The befieged upbraided 
the troops with cowardice as they retreated, calling out to them to 
ftop and cover themfelves with the athes of their battery. 


Bahadur Khan entered Kokun by the pafs of Mhajah; and as 
the incurfions of the enemy were daring near Goolfhunabad, Khan 
Jehaun moved towards that town, upon which the enemy took to 
flight; when leaving his baggage to the charge of Maha Sing Bha- 
doreah, fojedaur of the place, he purfued the fugitives. Orders 
were iffued to Khan Jehaun to join the prince Moiz ad Dien, eldeft 
fon of the prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw Aulum, who had 
marched for the punifhment of the enemy. Accordingly, having 
ordered his baggage from Goolfhunabad, he joined the prince near 


_Rampore, on the banks of the Gung, fixteen cofs from Aurungabad. 


The prince did him the honour to alight from his horfe at their 
meeting, and embrace him; at'hearing which the emperor was 
difpleafed, 
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difpleafed, and angrily enquired of Shaw Aulum, why his fon had 
condefcended {o far from his dignity. The prinee replied, that the 
emperor Jehaungeer had deigned to honour by the like favour 
Mortiza Khan, after his defeating fultan Khooferoo, 


The prince Moiz ad Dien, after halting fome days in the victille 
of Nabudter, marched to Zuffirabad Bieder; where, on the day of 
his arrival, intelligence was brought him, that the imperial ele- 
phants and thofe of Shaw Aulum, which had been fent to fodder at 
Patterree Bacherra, were juft attacked by a body of the enemy. 
Khan Jehaun, inftantly leaving the prince with the baggage at the 
fort of Bieder, marched ; and hearing on the route that the elephants 
were carried off, he quitted the little baggage he then had with 
him, and moved night and day with redoubled fpeed after the Mha- 
rattas, who fled at his appearance, and he recoyered the elephants, 
except a few that were fwifteft of foot, which the enemy had fent 
cn before them. He did not defift from the purfuit, but leaving 
what he had recovered in charge of the fojedaurs of the diftricts, 
marched on, and near the borders: of Terk Chandeh recovered the 
remainder from the Mharattas; after which he returned to within 
four cofs of Zuffirabad, and fending for his baggage, encamped on 
sthe banks of the tank of Kamfeaneh, ‘The troops in this march 
experienced numerous hardfhips, and eyen Khan Jehaun was with- 
out his tent and proper provifions. Numbers of the foldiers fell 
behind, fatigued, at every place on the route, and were not able to 
join for fome time after. 


His majefty being difpleafed with the condué of Mahummud 
Azim Shaw, who had been fent to Ahmednuggur, he was ordered 
to the prefenice with Dilleer Khan; but he delayed his departure, 
and did not’moye to court until after repeated commands ; upon 
which Dilleer Khan incurred the royal difpleafure. On the way, @ 


4 : ranks, and ran towards the 
furious elephant broke through the 2 meets 
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prince’s palanquin, but was luckily put to death without hurting his 
perfon, The prince Shaw Aulum was ordered with an army into 
Kokun, to reduce the Mharatta fortrefles on the fea coaft. A 
plague, which had feldom happened either in Dekkan or Khan- 
defhe, occurred this year in both countries, and carried off fuch 
numbers, that many large towns were depopulated. 


The prince Mahummud Moiz ad Dien attended his father, Shaw 
Aulum, to Kokun, which he entered by the way of Ramdirrah ; 
but the country in that part being but thinly cultivated, fupplies of 


provifions foon grew fhort, upon which the prince moved to the fea 
‘coat, and the emperor iflued orders for provifions to be conveyed by 


fhipping to Dunda Rajapore; near Bombay, but they could. not 
bring fufficient, and famine prevailing in the prince’s camp, num- 
bers died through mere want of food. Khan Jehaun moved from 


' the tank of Kamfeaneh to Buggulkote, where he halted for fome 


time, and then went againft the fort of Mulluknehur, of little 
ftrength, which he carried by ftorm in two days, Himmut Khan 
and Raja Jeflwunt Sing Bondela headed the aflault. Khan Jehaun 


at the approach of the rainy feafon, having cantoned his army at 


Bukkrum Bullee, twelve cofs from Zuffirabad, went himfelf to re- 
fide at Koolburga. Juggut Sing, fon of Mukkund Sing Harrah, as 
ameer of two thoufand, died, and, as he had no fon, his country 
was given to his uncle’s fon Kifhoor Sing. Shaub ad Dien Khan 
and Raow Dulput Sing, having entered Kokun, had an action with 


 Sambah at Nizampore, and having defeated him, plundered the 


place of his refidence; in reward for which fervice, the emperor 


_ conferred on the former the title of Ghazi ad Dien Khan Bahadur, 


and promoted the latter to the munfub of one thoufand, éalling 


them to his prefence ; after which he detached them againft the 


fort of Joneer. 


Dilleer 
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Dilleer Khan Afghaun, an ameer of five thoufand, who had 
won the prize of military fame and conduét fromalll the cotemporary 
nobles, and fully underftood the modes and policy of Dekkan, 
where in his operations he was generally victorious ; upomfeeing 
new amras preferred by the emperor over his head, and that What 
he reprefented out of duty was but ‘little attended to, grew weary 
of the world, and died from vexation and difappointment. In the 
time of his youth he had a remarkable appetite and ftrength of 
body, and in his old age was bleffed with good health. Upon his 
death the emperor confifeated his fortune, which he fuppofed/im- 
menfe; but it not anfwering his expeétations, he confined Peere 
Mahummud, his fecretary, in order to inveftigate the caufe, who 
would not inform, though’ put to the torture. At length he was 


. releafed. 


The prince Shaw Aulum had reprefented repeatedly to the 
efaperor, that from the inclethency of the air in Kokun, a plague 
had broke out in his camp, which deftroyed great numbers, and 
the diftrefs for provifions was exeeffive ; upon which a freth army, 
under Roh Oollah Khan, was difpatched to efcort the prince to 
court, Aurungzebe marched from Aurangabad with the grand 
éamp to Ahmednuggur. Khan Jehaun, who had = a er 
of the’ enemy to Sangoulah, met Roh Oollah Khan x = 7 
and they accompanied each other as far as Ramdirrah. an 


i i nds, near the 
Jehaun afterwards encamped, by the imperial commands, ni 


; from Beejapore. The 
town of Annunderee, only feventeen cofs fi : past 
; ulum returned through the pafs of ‘Ramdirrah in be 
Moft of his cavalry had loft their horfes, and the 
want of conveyance, as 


prince Shaw Ai 
way to court. Rae 
reateft part of the army were on foot 40 : 
fe ae with the ficknefs and famine, had made re Reina 
havock among them. Khan Jehaun paid his refpects, and, 


a 5 ti = 
fupplied the prince with all neceflaries, took his leave ; then a 
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ing a detachment in charge of Annunderee, cantoned his army, 
according to orders from the emperor, at Almillah. 


Several of the amras attendant on the court, on account of the 
wafte of their jaghires in the foubahs of Dekkan, now received 
falaries in lieu; and the great officers, who from the fame caule 
alfo were become diftreffed, opened their hands to the receipt of 
bribes, notwith{tanding the pofitive injunctions of the emperor to 
the contrary ; they alfo extorted money, under the pretence of fees 
for forwarding the views of expectants at court; fo that the im- 
perial fervice now became but of little advantage, except to the 
civil officers of high rank, and their greedy deputies. 


Serdar Khan, an Afghaun munfubdar, hired a number of ban- 
ditti, and made a practice of fending them to rob; but being foon 
detected, he was punifhed with death, and his effects confifcated. 

Khan Jehaun having quited his cantonments at Almillah, en- 
camped on the banks of the Beemrah, and detached Sippedar Khan 
and Dilleer Himmut towards Koolburga to punifh the Pinderras ; 
which having done, they returned. Orders arrived to ftation Diller 
Himmut again near Koolburga, to prevent them from croffing the 
Beemrah; but he died foon after his march, and was fucceeded in 
command by Jaun Niffaur Khan, fon of Collinder Khan. 


Orders were fent to Khan Jehaun to march to Rufloolpore, and 
ftop the communication with Beejapore on that quarter, while Roh 
Oollah Khan blocked it up on the fide of Shawpore: but, prior to 
the arrival of thefe inftruétions, Roh Oollah Khan had encamped at 
Rufloolpore, and Khan Jehaun at Taktannah; fo that they met 
together, and, upon the arrival of a farther order, the latter en- 
camped at Shawpore. 


As 
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As the cmperor had determined’ to attaek Hyderabad and Beeja= 
pore, he moved with the grand camp frony Ahmednuggur to Sho- 


lapore, and appointed fyed Zein-al-abid-Dien kelladaar of the former - 


city. The enemy, fuddenly collecting, attempted a furprize; but 
the fyed, being timely advifed, was on his guard, and defeated 
their enterprize. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, being recalled from Joneer, 
was fent to protect Ahmednuggur, and Dulput Roy was now pro- 
moted to the rank of one thoufand three hundred, 


Khan Jehaun was now ordered to Hyderabad, and Roh Oollah 
Khan to march for the ficge of Beejapore, where the prince Shaw 
Azim was alfo fent with a powerful army, The king of Hyder= 
abad hearing of Khan Jehaun’s approach, fent Mahummud Ibrahim, 
the chief of his nobility, to oppofe him with feventy thonfand horfe. 
Skirmifhes occurred between them for many days; but as Khan 
Jchaun had but a fimall force compared with the enemy's, he durft 
rot hazard a general engagement; therefore, having thrown up 
entrenchments round his camp, he communicated his fituation to 
the emperor. The prince Shaw, Aulum was difpatched with a 
reinforcement to his affiftance, and orders given for Beheramund 
Khan and Eaticaud Khan to attend him part of the way. The prince 
javing reached Mulkneher, put his baggage under charge of ate 
Niffaur Khan, and marched with his troops in order of battle towar 
the entrenchments of Khan Jehaun. The Hyderabadeans pire 
charge in different quarters, but in vain; and in the evening the 





ince joi cal 
Saray "y _ the great tents; and the prince, with his wives, 
a syithia very fmall one. Khan Jehaun, who 
fent drefled provifions for his family oe 
all the amras who attended him. After three days, he ee 
Khan Jehaun advanced ; and, as 1s the cuftom wi ae 
troops, the Hyderabad army made falfe attacks a a bate 4 
Jine. ‘This continued for four days, after which Behera 


and 
Vou. IL 


was obliged to put up wi 
was Tituated conveniently, 


mp, where it had rained fo hard, that it was - 
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and Eaticaud Khan returned to the prefence, Orders arrrived that 
the treafury officers of Khan Jehaun’s army fhould alfo act as fuch 
to the prince. Eeruch Khan, an ameer of two thoufand five hun- 
dred, an excellent officer, of great experience, was much in the 
efteem of Khan Jehaun, who always placed him near his own per- 
fon in the field. During this march, Eeruch Khan’s elephant, 
frightened at the noife of a rocket, ran away. The driver ufed 
every endeavour to turn him, but in vain; fo that the khan was 
taken prifoner, but died fhortly after. He was much regretted by 
his followers, who were all treated by him as brethren, The khan 
was generous, not only to his friends, but to all, being ever ready 
to ferve a petitioner ; fo that his good name was univerfal. He ex- 
celled moft of the greater amras in the clegant {tile of his living, 
and entertained fervants of the firft abilities, to whom he allowed 
high pay. His table was always richly and plentifully provided ; 
and whenever either acquaintance or travellers paffed near his re- 
fidence, he furnifhed them amply with all neceffaries, treating all 
with that attention due to their quality. Ifa merchant came to him 
from Perfia, or any other diftant part, he generally kept him with 
him fome days, bought his whole cargo, and difmified him with 
many favours. His mind was truly noble, and he died univerfally 
lamented. Himmut Khan Bahadur, Raja Jeflwunt Sing Bondela," 
with the commander of artillery, Aga Ali Khan Roomee, making 
a charge upon a large body of the enemy, who were croffing a long 
fwamp of rice fields, two of their principal officers were taken 
prifoners by the raja’s followers. The fame day, Mahummud 


' Ibrahim, who commanded the Hyderabad army, fled unexpectedly 


to the city; and from that day the enemy’s forces difappeared al- 
together, and the royal army purfued their route clofe to Hyderabad 
“by repeated marches. The Dekkanees accufed Mahummud Ibra- 
him of treachery, exclaiming, that if he had done his duty, the 
imperial troops could never have advanced, 


The 
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The king, not thinking it fafe to remain longer in the city, fthut 
’ 


imfelf i : 3 n 
a up in the fort of Golconda, though Madna Pundit, his 
prime minifter, earneftly entreated him to the contrary ; obferving, 
. . 7 
that it would be better to retire to Warunkul, or fome other fae, 
- . ra x 2. 
from whence he might with eafe fuccour Golconda, in cafe the 
imperial troops fhould fit down before it; whereas he would, by 
fhutting himfelf up in it, be totally cut off from refources. Abou 
Houffun would not liften to this reafonable advice, and thus clofed 
upon himfelf the gates of adverfity. 


Mahummud Ibrahim, the general, confulting his own interefts, 
came over to Khan Jehaun, and was introduced by him to the 
prince, who received him gracioufly, and recommended him for 
promotion in the imperial fervice. Akka Ali was fent to guard the 
city of Hyderabad, and affure the inhabitants of protection; but 
moft of thofe who were able to procure conveyance for their fami- 
lies and effects, had retired into the fort of Golconda, while the 
remainder ftayed terrified in their houfes, expecting their fate. The 
next day the prince fent his own followers to guard the city, but 
they extended their hands to plunder. The houfe of Madna Pundit, 
the minifter, was robbed of goods beyond all account, and itripped 
even to the frames of the doors and windows. So many new tents 
were found in it, that, immediately after, an old one was not to be 
feen in the prince’s camp. The king’s palace was alfo plundered in 
a great degree; but, after two days, the charge was given to Khan 
Jehaun, who reftored order, and collected fome property for the 
emperor's account ; but if all the plunder had been thus taken care 
of, it avould have amounted to an immenfe value. Though the 
emperor repeatedly wrote, that when he had plundered this city, 
before his acceffion to the throne, large fums were found in the 
ceilings of apartments, and infifted on all being preferved for his 
ufe with the utmoft rigour, yet no one regarded the imperial order, 


and many of the firft houfes were plundered by the troops. 
K2 Mahummud 
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Mahummud Ibrahim being one of the creatures of Madna Pundit, 
that minifter was fufpe€ted of having perfuaded him to go over to 
the imperial army, and of intending to follow himfelf. It was faid 
that the reafon of his advifing the king not to take refuge in Gol- 
conda, was, that he might have an opportunity of betraying him 
into the emperor's hands. Abou Houfiun had, on appointing Madna 
Pundit prime minifter, taken a folemn oath, that he would not 
attend to what any perfons might fay againft him, and therefore he 
did not liften to thefe infinuations: but the officers, who hated 
Madna, at the inftigation of the king’s mother in law, widow of 
the late fultan, aflaffinated him as he was going into the king’s 
prefence, and cutting off his head fent it to the prince Shaw Aulum, 
with a meflage, importing, that it had belonged to him, to whom 
only, all the infolence and difrepe&t fhewn to the emperor was 
owing, for which he had at laft met his deferts. 


Abou Houfiun, who had committed to Madna all his power, 
and contented himfelf with the pageantry of royalty, being by his 
death left without an advifer on whom he could rely, immediately 
made requefts for peace, and promifes of a very valuable offering. 


The prince Shaw Aulum now moved his quarters into an exten- 
five garden near the fort, where Abou Houffun had built a {plendid 
palace, in which the prince took up his own refidence. When the 
news of the fall of Hyderabad reached the emperor, as a mark of 
his favour he fent jewels, elephants, horfes and drefles for Shaw 
Aulum and the amras, under the care of Abd al Kerreem, keeper 
of the oratory, and other chiefs; who upon their arrival at Momin 
Putteah, not far from the city, were furprized, plundered, and taken 
prifoners, by fhekh Munnaje and the Afghauns in the fervice of 
Abou Houflun, not a man efcaping without a wound. The prince 
Shaw Aulum upon this difafter, fent a meflage to Abou Houffin, 

threatening 
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threatening to {top the negotiations for peace, and take ample 
vengeance for fuch atrocious infults and breach of the truce: 
f 


Abou Houffun made numberlefs excufes, declared that the 
attack was not made by his orders, and that he had not the fmalleft 


knowledge of it. He collected the plundered effects with much © 


care, and fent them with the wounded prifoners to the prince, pro- 
mifing, if he would grant him peace, to make an offering of 
* two corores of rupees in treafure and effeéts, which he would col- 
lect and pay, whenever the prince fhould move from the City to 
Koehr. 


Shaw. Aulum forwarded his petition to court, and it meeting 
with the emperor’s approbation, Momin Khan was left to receive 
the money, and the prince retreated. Aurungzebe was difpleafed 
at the great force his fon and Khan Jehaun kept about their perfons, 
and the plunder of the city and the king’s palace not being accounted 
for in the royal treafury. Calling Khan Jehaun to the prefence, 
he fent him to the government) of Lahore, and difpatched Syef 
Oollah Khan to order Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, Himmut 
Khan, Mamoor Khan, and feveral other amras, to quit the prince 
immediately, and return to court. Ibrahim Khan, the Hyderabad 
general, was promoted to the title of Mahabut Khan and rank of 
fix thoufand. The prince was ordered to remain at Koehr, till the 
fums fhould be paid agreeably to the treaty of peace with Abou 
Houffun. 


The army againft Beejapore under the prince Azim Shaw had 
repeated aétions with the enemy. Amaun Oollah Khan, fon of 
Aliverdi Khan, and other Dekkan amras, were killed, and Kifhoor 
Sing Harrah and others wounded. The communication between 


this army and the imperial camp at Sholapore being cut - be . 


* Two millions fterling- 
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enemy’s horfe, an extreme {careity of grain prevailed; {6 that a 
“feer of rice fold for eleven Tupees, and at even this exorbitant 
price was procured with the greateft difficulty. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan, with Dulput Roy Bondela and others, were difpatched from 
Ahmednuggur to efcort provifions, ftores, and a large {um of mone 

to the prince. About five cof from camp they were attacked BS 
the enemy’s army. The khan taking charge of the convoy, Dal. 
put Roy, Mujahid Khan, and other chiefs, received the enem 

and, after a fevere engagement, defeated them, killing about fout 
thoufand foot who could not efcape the fury of the enraged Moguls 
and Raajepootes. The convoy arrived fafely at the cam lore 
Beejapore, and provifions again began to be cheap. ite ad Die 

Khan was honoured with the additional title of Ferofe ine and 


Dulput Roy with that of raow, and the priyi : 
> allum in his train. e privilege of carrying the 


The emperor this year, at a fortunate inftant, departed with 
the grand camp from Sholapore to the fiege of Beejapore, and bat- 
teries were opened immediately upon his arrival before the lace 
The prince Akber, who had taken refuge with Sambah by tit 
inftigation, fuppofing the imperial territories undefended b thin 
troops, with Darruk Dafs and about ten thoufand Mharattas inal z 
incurfion from Kokun towards Hindooftan 3 but the emperor, | = 
ing advice of his intentions, had left Merhummut Khan ‘he Anna 
Ce pies rebel prince in the IBA bod of 

, and defeated him, after a ve i o: ; 
whight put an end to his enterprize, and oe eae RTS Sam 3 
bah’s country. Syed Lefhkar Khan and other amras were left at 
Sholapore, to guard the heavy baggage of the army and furnifl 
efcorts for provifions to the imperial camp. Eaticaud Khan i 
of Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan, was detached with a irce 5 


obferve 


* About two pounds, 
* A fort of pike, 
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obferve the enemy's motions. Beejapore was now furrounded on 
all fides, and the different ftations allotted to then amps Syed 
Fatteh Ali Khan, reconnoitring too near the ditch, received the 
honour of martyrdom, and many of his followers were wounded 
Many fkirmithes occurred on the foraging parties, and the belle 
daily made fallies from the town, Raow Dulput was wounded 
in one by an arrow. Syed Lefhkar Khan was recalled from Shola- 
pore, and the command given to Eaticaud Khan, 


The fiege of Beejapore ftill continued, and the befieged to op- 
pofe the approaches with great gallantry. The grand powder 
magazine, which was placed under ground in the camp, by fome 
accident blew, up with a dreadful explofion, which was heard for 
fixty miles. As the country round Beejapore had been long laid 
wafte and uncultivated, fupplies were cut off from the fort, and the 
befieged at length became exceedingly diftrefled for provifions. 
Every chance of fuccour was loft, and the foldiers became difatistied ; 
but ftill, in this hopelefs condition, they gallantly refifted.” At length, 
{everal breaches being effected, the difpofition of affault was made 
by Kouwaum ad Dien Khan, commander of the imperial artillery. 
The befieged, upon this, judged it fafeft to capitulate, and requefted 
ters through Ghazi ad Dien Khan Ferofe Jung; when it was 
fettled, that the young king Secunder fhould pay his refpects to the 


* emperor, and his principal officers be exalted to munfubs. Ferofe 


Jung fent Dulput Raow with a few followers into the fort to bring 
Secunder to his quarters, when he conduéted him himfelf to the 
prefence of Aurungzebe, by whom, after paying his compliments, 
he was allowed to fit, The emperor honoured him with the title of 
khan, beftowed upon him many favours, and allotted tents for his 
accommodation in the Ruggela Bar. Sheerza Khan was raifed to the 
title of Ruftum Khan, Abd al Raooff to that of Dilleer Khan, and 


both to munfubs of feven thoufand. Seedees Salim and Jumfheed 
were 
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were honoured with titles and the munfub of five thoufand, and 
all the officers promoted according to their quality. 


Aurungzebe paffed to view the fort, through the breach by 
which the aflault was intended to have been made, fitting on a 
travelling throne, and to the great mofque,; where he offered up 


“ thankfgivings for his fuccefs. Syed Lefhkar Khan was appointed 


governor of the citadel. Upon an aftonifhingly large piece of 
ordnance was engraved this infcription; “ The prince Ma- 
« hummud Ghazi, in fplendour like the fun, under whofe um- 
** brella the world fought a fhelter, by the force of his all-deftroy- 
«ing fabre, in half the winking of an eye, took the * matter of 
* the field from Wizam Shaw.” This cannon, mott probably the 
largeft ever known, was made by Roomi Khan, an ofticer of one 
of the Nizam Shaws, and fell into the hands of fultan Mahummud 
Beejaporee. ‘The emperor ordered this infeription to be erafed, and 
the following to be put in the ftead: « Shaw Aulumgeer Ghazi, 
“* emperor of kings, who reftored juftice and conquered the {ove- 
«reigns of Dekkan, reduced Beejapore. Good fortune on him 
« daily {miled, and victory exclaimed, He hath fubdued the matter 
** of the field.” In this infeription is conveyed the date in which 
the fort furrendered. The city and environs of Beejapore are upon 
a fine plain without any declivities; the fort probably the large(t in 
the world; and, between it and the city wall, convenient room 
for fifteen thoufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel was the 
King’s palace, the houfes of the nobility, and large magazines, 
befides many extenfive gardens; and round the whole a deep ditch, 
always well fupplied with water. There were alfo without the 
city very large fuburbs and noble palaces. Sultan Mhamotd kept 
on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe; and in the time of 
Ali Adil Shaw, when the Mirza Raja lay before Beejapore, that 
fultanshad not lefs than eighty thoufand, On the emperor's taking 

it, 


* The name of the cannon, 
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it, there were not more than two thoufand horfe within it. After 
this victory, the waters of the refervoirs and the wells im the fort 
decreafed ; the country round remained entirely walte for a great 
diftance, and a confiderable part of the reft was feized by the pin- 
derrahs and zemindars, who acknowledged no fuperior. About a 
cofs from the city ftood once another vaft town, which might be 
called a fecond Beejapore, named Norufs, and built by Imaeel and 
Ibrahim Adil Shaw ; but it was now quite depopulated, and ruined 
palaces only remaining, with a thick wall furrounding it, whofe 
ftately gateways were falling to decay. 


Cafim Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan with other amras fent to reduce the country 
round Hyderabad. 


‘The prince Akber, finding nothing more to expect from Sambah, 
teok his departure on board a thip, with a few attendants, for 
Perfia, and Darruk Dafs returned to his own country of Marwar. 
Ruftum Khan Beejaporee, who had been promoted to the rank of 
feyen thoufand, was detached towards the fort of Sittarra againft 
the Mharattas, who attacked, defeated, and took him prifoner, but 
scleafed him on his paying a very large fum of money. 


Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and the amras under him, bers 7 
tered the Hyderabad territories, laid watte all parts of oe 
emperor marching from Sholapore with aT i a 
conda, on the way vifited the forts of Tuldoorg tS cola 
the tomb of fyed Mahummud Geloo-deaed ; e eae fe, 
mud Azim Shaw was detached to Goolfhunal be to pe i 
rattas; and the emperor, haviagaceg ee ‘ rs a a Ges «i 
a eda efcaped ie the fort, Mahum- 


comand. 85 the refident at Hyderabad, incurred the royal 
05 : 


mud Moraud Khan, 


difpleafure 
Vou. I. 
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difpleafure for having allowed him todo fo, and was degraded from 
his munfub ; but reftored fhortly after, at the interceffion of Aflud 
Khan. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was recalled to the prefence. Shekh 
Nizam Hyderabadee colleéted an army to relieve the fort, and 
Raow Dulput being fent againft him, gave him a complete defeat. 
Orders were iflued to attack a camp of the befieged which had 
taken fhelter clofe to the ditch. This fervice was performed by 
Mujahid Khan, Kifhoor Sing Harrah, Raow Dulput, and others, 
who plundered it. Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, going too 
clofe to the fort, was killed by a cannon thot. Skirmifhes happened 
eyery day with the enemy, and it rained fo continually, that the 
toads were rendered impaflable; and grain became fo {earce in the 
camp; that many of the followers died of hunger. 


The emperor, from the-reprefentations of the fpies about his 
perfon, entertaining fufpicions of the loyalty of the prince Shaw 
Aulum, privately gave orders for a body of armed men to be dravan 
up in the grand audience tent; andyfending for the prince with his 
fons, commanded Affud Khan to difarm and confine them. They 
were degraded from their ranks in the army, their effects feized, 
and treated with the fame rigour as common criminals. An affault 
was made upon the fort by Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and his majefty 
went in perfon to the batteries to encourage the affailants; but they 
did not fucceed, the enemy repulfing them with great gallantry. 


At length, after a fiege of feven months, Golconda fell by 
treachery. Abdoolla, a principal chief and favourite of Abou Houf- 
fun, who had been moft aétive in the defence of the place, being 
gained over by bribes and affurances of high rank in the imperial 
fervice, admitted in the night a body of the Mogul troops, under 
the command of Roh Oollah Khan, into the fortrefs. The gar- 
rifon, except a few who were foon overcome, laid down their arms ; 
and the fultan Abou Houffun was efcorted by the prince Azim Shaw to 
5 the 
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the emperor's tent. "The date of this occurrence is in¢luded in the 
following lines : “ Hyderabad was conquered By Aulumgeer, under 
« the aufpices of the Almighty, fighting for the true daithe He 
«* had the power of Jumfheed, and the wifdom of Alexandem | Elis 
«* valiant heroes, with pious zeal, tore up infidelity and wickednele 
“by the roots in Dekkan.” Hyderabad was now named The 
Manfion of Zeal. Cafim Khan was ordered to take charge of this 
part of Carnatic, until a fojedaur fhould be appointed. The Car- 
natics, now diyided between Hyderabad and Beejapore, were for- 
merly fubjeét to the dynafty of Ramraaje Carnatice, once of great 
power and dominion, whofe capital was Beejanuggur, fituated fifty 
cofs from the fortrefs of Adonee, and one hundred and feventy from 
Bieder ; from which their dominions extended to the fea coaft one 
way, on another to the river Kiftnah, and fome parts to the river 
Beemrah. They kept an army of thirty thoufand horfe, 2 mullion 
of infantry, and their wealth was beyond enumeration. The Le 
R&mraaje attempting to conquer the territories of Adil Shaw Beeja- 
poree, ‘Koottub Shaw Hyderabadee, and Nizam Shaw Dowla= 


tabadee, the three fultans formed an alliance for their mutual - 


fecurity, and, having joined their forces, marched to the banks of 
the Kiftnah, on the oppofite fide of which Ramraaje was encamped 
with an innumerable hoft. The allies croffed the river and attacked 
him Adil Shaw was panic-ftruck, but his nobility and troops 
{tood firm, and continued with their allies to charge the enemy. 
Ramraaje, priding himfelf on his vait {uperionity of nurabers, bad 
pitched a magnificent’ canopy, under which he fat upem’s ai 
fhining with jewels, to give orders to his, trOOpS 5 bet when 
army pf the fultans broke in upon his line, he removed all : 
palanquin, the bearers of which, being much an 

down, and he was feized by Nizam Shaw's people. as 
prifoner to their fultan; who cut off his head een. a 
point of his {pear. The enemy, upon feeing ” _—— eer 
an immente treafure of money, jewels and ees, WER HO 


ise wo 
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fand elephants, fell into the hands of the victorious allies, who 
purfued the fugitives with great flaughter to the walls of Beejanug- 
gur; from whence, after teceiving a valuable contribution from the 
late raja’s brother, they retreated, leaving him in poffeffion of the 
government. — 


The imperial frmaun was fent to Mohib Ali, Abou Houffun’s 
governor of Carnatic, who had been honoured with the title of 
Ufker Khan and munfub of feven thoufand, to prevent the people 
of the diftriéts from difperfing; and a force was alfo appointed for 
their defence from the prefence. Ifmaeel, Ajeet Naire, and other 
Dekkan officers, with the zemindars, had plundered him, but dif- 
perfed on the arrival of Mukkerum Khan with the royal troops. 
Bam Naick, governor of Sunker, dependant upon Beejapore, hav- 
ing made his fubmiffions to the emperor, delivered up the place ; 
which was new named Nufferut Ghur. Raja Anoop Sing was 
honoured with the command, and the rank of five thoufand, ‘ut 
died fhortly after. Bam Naick and his fon were promoted to the 
tank of three thoufand; but they in a little time fled to Wakin 
Kerah, their native place, fix cofs from Nufferut Ghur, and raifed 
difturbances. Mahummud Azim Shaw coming from Goolfhuna- 
bad, paid his compliments at court. Shekh Nizam Hyderabadee 
fubmitting, was honoured with the title of Khan Zummaun and 
munfub of five thoufand. Meer Houfleinee, a principal officer of 
Abou Houffun, being raifed to the rank of fix thoufand and title of 
Ali Merdan Khan, was appointed to the fojedaury of Kinjee, de- 
pendant on Hyderabad Carnatic ; and more nobles were created 
than had ever been in the reign of any former emperor. Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan was fent with a large army to befiege the fort of 
Adonee, and Raow Dulput who accompanied him, was promoted 
to the rank of two thoufand one hundred. The khan upon his 
march took feveral forts belonging to Beejapore, and one of them, 
Heybut Kerrumna, was named Ferofe Ghur. ‘The fort of Kernole 

Was 
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was called Kummernuggur. The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw 
was fent againft Mullukgaum, belonging to Beejapore, which he 
took. as 


Jeffwunt Sing Bondela dying, the zemindary of Oorcha wa 
conferred on Bugwunt Sing, his fon, an infant of four years, with 
the title of raja. At this time an epidemical ague raged over all 
Dekkan, of which numbers died; as alfo a great fearcity of grain, 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan, haying for fome time blocked up the fort of 
Adonee, Seedee Mufaood delivered it up; and with his famil 
going to the prefence, was honoured wath the title of khan and 
munf{ub of {even thoufand. The emperor now moved from Hyder- 
abad by the way of Koolburga to Beejapore. Khan Zummaun was 
appointed to the fojedaury of Kolapore, in the neighbourhood of 
Pernalleh. A peiticnce broke out in the camp of Beejapore, raging 
to a great pitch, and many of the ladies of the haram died; upon 
which the emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur. Ais el 


The fpies of Khan .Zummaun brought him intelligence, that 
Sambah was encamped near the fort of Kalneh, belonging to him, 
from Pernalleh, in the pafles to Kokun, entirely 
debauchery and hard drinking. The 
khan. marched immediately, and about daylight next morning fur- 
prized his camp. Sambah, intending to move, had Red iy 
greateft part of his attendants with his women on Per D, Fs 
was waiting for Kubkullufs, his favourite, who was performing his 
when they were both taken prifoners. Khan Zummaun 

of his fuccefs, who beat the 
ticaud Khan with a confiderable 
which had been the capital of 


about fifteen cols 
of his guard, immerfed in 


deyotions, 
immediately informed the emperor 
march of victory, and difpatched Ea’ 
army to befiege the fort of Rairee, 
Sewajee and his fucceffor. 


Ghazi 
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan after the farrender of the fort of Adoncc, 
came to encamp near Beejapore, where he was afflicted with the 
plague; from which he recovered, but with the total lof of eyefight. 
The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was difpatched to Loluk- 


 kowah, dependant on Joneer in Kokun, and the emperor moved 


to Tummierla, fourteen cofs from Porundeh, with the Grand camp. 


The emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur, and Khan Zummaun 
having brought Sambah to court, orders were given to put wooden 
crowns upon the heads of him and his companions, and, mounting 
them upon camels, after the manner of criminals in Perfia, to con- 
du& them to the prefence. The emperor gave thanks to God for 
having thus put his enemy in his power, and raifed Khan Zammaun 
toa higher rank, with the title of Fatteh Jung. Sambah had a red 
hot iron drawn before his eyes; and fome days after was, with his 
favourite Kubkullufs, put to death. The emperor marched from 
Bahadur Ghur to Buggoreh Gaum, fix cofs from Poonah on tht 
banks of the Beemrah. 


Eaticaud Khan fought many fuccefsful battles in Kokun, and 
blocked up Rairee, fo as to diftrefs the inhabitants greatly. Sewa- 
jee’s fecond fon, Rama, after the capture of Sambah, fled with 
fome principal chiefs to Seringapatam, and fyed Abdoolla Khan 
Bareah was ordered to. purfue him; but Rama, near a finall fort, 
croffed the river, then very high, with two of his followers, and 
got clear off. About eighty chiefs took fhelter in the fort, and fall- 
ing into the khan’s hands, he was ordered to keep them confined at 
Beejapore. Rama fhut him(felf up in the fort of Jinjee. Wojeh ad 
Dien, the fon of Syed Lefhkar Khan, who commanded as his 
father's deputy in Beejapore, not attending ftri€tly to his prifoners, 
they made their efcape, by the connivance of his fervants, and 
rejoining their brethren, foon raifed difturbances, A few, who in 

leaping 
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leaping from the walls had broken their limbs, were retaken under 
the prifon, and fecured. : 


Roh Oollah Khan, agreeably to the royal inftruétions, moyed to 
Pernalleh, with an offer of terms to the inhabitants, but they' would 
not deliver up the place ; upon which he returned, and marched to 
punifh the Mharattas round Rhamutpore, and the fort of Sittarra, 
in the country on the banks of the Kiftnah, which is within the 
Beejapore boundaries. Orders were fent him to leave the army with 
Khan Zummaun, who had been difpatched to command it, and 
return to the prefence. 


Eaticaud Khan haying taken Rairee, and Sacoh, the infant fon 
of Sambah, with his wives and thofe of Rama, was exalted by the 
title of Zoolfeccar Khan and the privilege of ufing the *mach 
meratib, which he had taken belonging to Sambah. The infant 
Saooh was honoured with the title of raja, and a place within the 
Ruggelah Bar allotted for his refidence. About this time prepara 
tions were made for fending off the heavy baggage to Aurungabad, 
and it was reported that the emperor would. return to Agra or 
Dhely ; but news arriving, that a Pinder chief, named Ecluck, 
haying colleGted together a numerous rabble, had taken Ferofe- 
Roh Oollah Khan was detached to that quarter, and all 
to Aurungabad were laid afide. The khan 

. ho was then kella- 

arched with all fpeed, and Raow Dulput, w 
Ft f Adon nda the difturbance, fent Hafiz Morad Khan, 
— \ officer of his own, with a confiderable force, who de- 
a yrINCipa S ? . s 
ree d i rebels; but, as he had no neceflaries for a fiege, he 
ate i i the fort, where he was joined 
camped at a little diftance from the » 

_—- ( under Summunder Khan, 
with a reinforcement and fome cannon, ince: 
governor of Koolburga. Roh Oollah Khan commen 


immediately on, his arrival. at 


nuggur, 
thoughts of moving 


2 A ftandard, on the point of which is a gilt fh. 
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Raja Bugwunt Sing Bondela dying, there remained no one of 
the family of rajas Shujan Sing or Inder Sing to fucceed him ; 
upon which the rannee Amir Koor, grandmother to the deceafed 
prince, placed in the raaje Oodut Sing, who was defcended from 
Mudhoker Saw, father to Raja Ber Sing Deo, which was approved 
of by the emperor, who conferred on him the title of raja, anda 
fuitable munfub, 


When the emperor heard of Rama’s being arrived at Jinjee, he 
immediately difpatched Zoolfeccar Khan to befiege that place. 
Roh Oollah Khan, having by ftratagem forced Eeluck to leave 
Ferofenuggur, took poffeffion of the place, and then purfued him 
to a great diftance. Upon his fiying near Hyderabad, he was 
feized by the fojedaur, and put to death, 


Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived at Korumcundah, fixty cofs 
from Jinjee, was attacked by a large army of the Mharattas, under 
Ifmaeel Mukh, Ajeet Naire, and other zemindars; and though he 
had but a fmall force compared to the enemy’s, yet relying on the 
imperial aufpices, he engaged, and giving them a complete over- 
throw, marched on towards Jinjee in triumph, taking {everal forts 
belonging to the enemy on the way. 


The emperor encamped at Kulkulla, fixteen cofs from Koree 
Gaum, and difpatched Jumlat al Moolk to the affiftance of Zool- 
feccar Khan, who was. furrounded by the Mharattas near Jinjee. 
Several of the new Dekkan amras had deferted from him to Rama, 


and the fearcity of provifions in his camp was grown to the moft _ 


alarming pitch. Syed Lefhkar Khan, upon this intelligence, was 
ordered with treafure from the prefence and a large fupply of 
Provifions to join Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan, upon whofe arrival 
the army experienced fome relief. Zoolfeccar having given the 
charge of his camp to Alimerdan Khan, fojedaur of Kinjee, 

marched 
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marched fixty cofs into the territories of Tritchinopoly and Tan- 
jore, from the zemindars of which he colleéted) comfiderable con- 
tributions, and then returned, after gaining feverall advantages over 


the Mharattas, 


Khan Jehaun Bahadur being called from Hindooftan, was gras 
cioufly received by the emperor, with whom he interceded for the 
Mharatta chiefs, who had fent their vaqueels to him defiring his 
mediation, and to be allowed to make their fubmiflions; upon 

‘which he was empowered to give them aflurances under his own 
feal, and fent his fon Himmut Khan Bahadur to bring Suntah Ghores 
ra, Dhunnah Jaddo, and others, to the prefence, but they would not 
confent to this, being fearful of treachery. Himmut Khan returned 
without effecting any thing, much to the vexation of his father, 
who felt himfelf difgraced by being unable to fulfil his promife to 


the emperor. 


Ifmaeel Mukh, commander of the Dekkanees in Carnatic Hy- 
derabad, having made his fubmiffions to Zoolfeccar Khan, whom 
he joined with his relations and followers, was at his requeft ho- 


noured with the rank of five t 


proportionate rewards were beftowed on 


joined Rama in the fort of Jinjee. 


Raow Dulput having refigne 
Adonee, named by Aurungzebe, 


followers as far as Sholapore to efcort 
fon of Azim Shaw, who was on his retur 
nee, in the Jaut country, near Agra. 
heard that the Mharattas had blocke 


Maleegaum, and put many 
death; upon which 
in purfuit. Mamoor Khan, fon 


Vou. II. 


d the governme 


houfand and the title of khan, and 
the reft. Aject Naire 


Imteauz Ghur, was fent with his 


he fecured his baggage 


of Dilleer 
M 


the prince Bedar Bukht, eldeft 
n from the fiege of Sinfin« 
Being arrived at Bhome, he 
d up the road, having plundered 
of the inhabitants and trayellers to 


ina fort, and marched 
Khan, joined him on 
the 
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the route, and they came up with the enemy near Tuljapore. The i 
Mharattas were full twelve thoufand, and Dulput Roy’s force not 
more than eight hundred; but he had fome artillery, with which 
he made great flaughter among the enemy, who fled on the fall 


upon which he was ordered, he chofe to be at the additional 
expenfe of maintaining them out of his private revenue, 





of fome of their chiefs. A detachment from the prefence being Beheramund Khan at Porundch, hearing that the Mharattas 
{ent to watch them, Raow Dulput marched to Sholapore and met the had marched towards Toomree, left his baggage at the former 
prince, whom he conducted to the emperor. He was now ordered place, and moved by forced marches to purfue them; but meeting 
to efcort the Perfian ambaflador from the imperial camp to Aurung- with Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who was detached on this fervice, he 
abad; which having done, he returned, and was joined by a vat : returned to bisicace os 

number of all ranks, who had been Waiting at that city for an efcort ; SS a 
to the grand army. Being arrived near Dewaree, intelligence was Ma ea Pe a _ - eras zane Bi i 
brought him, that a large body of the enemy was approaching with ped ay “ oe pm sa i sh bes rte ¥ fati Py 
the hopes of plunder; upon which he left his convoy in a place of ars m 68 Hee or ihe a - “i ee: case 2 = 
fecurity, and advancing with the troops, forced the enemy to en- Skirmifhes happened with the enemy's troops every days 

gage, and gave them a total defeat, taking prifoner the chief, 3 a a 
Lukko Sindia, with feveral other perfons of rank. A yaluable As the fiege of Jinjee had lingered to a great length, many. of 
plunder fell into his hands. For this fervice, the emperor was — : “the Mharatta munfubdars deferted to Rama, and a vaft army was 


pleafed to reftore the five hundred to his munfub, which he had 


advancing to relieve the place. Notwithftanding Jumlat al Moolk 
taken off on his refigning the kelladaree of Adonee. ‘The Mharattas 


was at Gurpah with a great force, orders were fent to the: prince, 


were now become fo impreffed by his gallantry, that they ever to leave Roh Oollah Khan for the fiege of Wakin Kerah, tojmarch 
after fled on hearing of his approach. He was next commanded him(elf with all fpeed to Gurpah, and to difpatch Raow Duiput 
to efcort a fupply of treafure, arrived at Aurungabad from the with treafure and five thoufand horfe from thenee to Jinjee to affit 
inner provinces, which he fuccefsfully performed. ‘This year the _ Zoolfeccar Khan, 
emperor ordered a magnificent palace to be ‘erected near Aurung- eon 
abad, on the banks of the great refervoir. Roh Oollah Khan took command of the fiege, and the: prince 
marched for Jinjee by Kernole to Gurpah. Between Keroleand 
AH. i106. Raow Dulput having brought the treafure from Aurungabad, i Nudeall, where the road "06 clofe under a range be aye 
A.D. 1694. notwithftanding the hourly intelligence of the fuperiority of the __. | -— were deen the inhabitants of —_ * — a "village ~ 
enemy, arrived fafely at Sholapore. Agreeably to the imperial is not in the leatt underftood by ve Beep = nat ae 
orders, he gave a mufter of nine hundred excellent horfe above his iS Their common food is heats = a i blacks, 
compliment, whom he had called from his own jaghire to attend : fleth of animals caught ree 5 sin pee and: on, thesslieed 
him; but though they did not meet with encouragement from his with Tong hair on every part of their bodies : 


of trees. Each man-had:with hum 


a ge ieee 
em. ene P yf the itaves < ~ 
wore caps made of te M a unbarbed 


majefty, yet regarding his own reputation on the frequent fervices 
upon 
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unbarbed arrows and a bow for hunting. They moleft no one, 
and live in caverns, or under the fhady branches of trees, The 
prince prefented fome of them with gold and filver, but they did 
not feem to put any value upon either, being quite unconcerned at 
receiving it, Upon the firing of a fmall gun they darted up the 
mountains with a furprizing fwiftnefs, uncommon to man. 


On the prince’s arrival at Gurpah, Aflud Khan paid his refpects, 
and joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom, which is 
fixty cofs from Jinjee. From this place Raow Dulput was dif- 
patched with treafure and a large fupply of-provifions to Zoolfeccar 
Khan. Raow Gopal Sing Chanderout, Malojee Goherree, Seedee 
Salim Khan, and other chiefs, accompanied him. The route lay 
through a foreft, which had been totally impervious, until it was a 
little cleared Sy the royal army having cut down many trees and 
removed them. Horfemen paffed with much difficulty, but the 
loaded elephants and camels were reduced to the laft diftrefs. The 
underwood, which was thorny, was fo twined together, as to 
make it impoffible to pafs either on the right or left of the road. 
This tedious pafs extended for near forty cofs from Suddum to Kin- 
jee. The laft is one of the feven chief worfhipping places of the 
Hindoos, which are as follow ; Ajodeah or Oude, Mutterah, Pyauge 
or Aleabad, Kafee or Banaras, Kinjee, Ontkaporee, and Dowaroutee. 


Thefe feven have a fuperiority above all the other holy places of 
refort. The environs of Kinjee cannot be lefs in extent than ten 
cofs. There are two temples, Seo Kinjee and Bifhen Kinjee, the 
walls round each of which are not lefs extenfive than the citadel of 
Beejapore, and within them are innumerable edifices, the coft of 
which cannot be afcertained by guefs. Within the town are many 
{plendid temples, and without, round about it, a great variety. 
The breadth of the town is trifling, being generally one ftreet of 
thops, ‘behind which are the houfes and gardens of the inhabitants. 

; There 


ye er 
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There are every way a great variety of tanks, which are all lined 
with ftone, and haye fteps defcending the whole length of each fide 
from top to bottom. Thefe are called in Hindoeh, Kunmd Gobind, 
collectively, but each has a feparate name and feafon appointed for 
bathing in it. The court of Seo Kinjee has been formed into a 
citadel, with baftions and battlements; and in a part of it refides 
the fojedaur. Upon account of the frequent paffage of troops, who 
commit great exceffes, this was but thinly inhabited; but Bifhen 
Kinjee, which is larger, and the cuftoms of it in the receipt of the 
fojedaur, as part of his falary, was populous and flourifhing, being” 
reforted to by numerous pilgrims, who paid a toll for permiffion to 
perform their devotions at the temples; fo that a great fum is annu- 
ally collected. From near the fort of Adonee, to Kernole, Kinjee, 
Jinjee, and hence to the fea coaft, there is not a village without a 
temple, dedicated either to Luchmun, or the god Ram. Raow 


Dulput at length having arrived at Kinjee, took with him Ali- — 


miérdan Khan, the fojedaur of that place, and moved to the fort 
of Bindwaftnee, which is twelve cofs from Jinjee ; then marching 
by Velore, a fort equal to Ahmednuggur, reached the neighbour 
hood of Jinjee. As Muttullub Khan, who came with Dulput 
Raow, had an imperial firmaun for Zoolfeccar Khan, that noble- 
man advanced to meet it fome diftance from his camps the foldiers 
of which received new life from the treafure and provifions, having 
long been in extreme want. Zoolfeccar Khan having appointed 
Raow Dulput to the command of his right wing, he went to recon- 
noitre round the fort, and the enemy making a fally, the raow 
detached a {mall body, who cut many of them to pieces. 


E the imperial camp 
Roh Oollah Khan, who had returned to 
after being obliged to raife the fiege of per he col 
: ; : a 
dangeroufly ill; and feeing death approach, in P nieaiilll 


Aurungzebe: “ The broken-hearted in the nig mle 


« Jife haftening to the clofe: with what pangs mu 
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“ cannot fee thee !” The empero d to his houfe without 
delay, and on his arrival being an vil 
ed in verfe, « With } 






annour > 

Ww at fatisfation does the fubjec quit the 
“« world, whofe dying moments you cheer with your prefence !” 
He expired inftantly after uttering this, and the emperor retired 
much affected at the lof of fo old and faithful a minifter. The date 
of his death is included in the following verfes: «* The navob, the 
“ beams of whofe bounty gladdened the world, when the blatt of 
* death extinguifhed the lamp of his life, the heavens wept, and, 
“* mourning, faid, *Life hath left the world.” Sippedar Khan, the 
fecond fon of Khan Jehaun, was raifed to the rank of three thou- 
fand, with the government of the province of Aleabad, 


The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhth, with Jumlat al Moollk 
Affud Khan, being arrived in the vicinity of Jinjee, Zoolfeccar 
Khan and other amras went to pay their refpects, and accompany 







ned oppofite the great gateway of the fort, and a 
i through his lines. It was now judged proper to furround 
the place. _ The camp of the prince and Jamlat al Moolk was fixed 
toward the hill of Solungwerum, near the redoubt of Kifhenghur, 
which joins to the fort, about a cofs and a half from Zoolfeccar 
Khan’s ‘poft, and a trench thrown up round it. Ifmaeel: Khan 
Mukh, with others, was pofted on the road of Carnaticghur behind 
the fort. Near Shytaundoeh, where was a port by which the be- 
fieged had a communication with the woods, and procured fupplies, 
Kaker Khan was ftationed to prevent them. . 







As the enemy frequently at night difturbed the prince’s camp by 
throwing rockets, Zoolfeccar Khan pofted a body of his own troops 
as an outpoft, when they ceafed their infolence. Six thoufand of 
the enemy made a fally from the gate facing the baggage camp, 

2 and 

a. * A pun onhis name, it fignifying foul or life, 


dying chief exclaim- - 


his highnefs to the {pot fixed for his encampment. ‘The khan wal 
imfelf 2 


wae 


jeep 


—patched to the different amras for this 
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and were repulfed by Zoolfeccar Khan with ] 
officers, who purfued them clofe to the gate with 
prince and Affud Khan moved nearer to Zoolfeccar Ki 
Lefhkar Khan took up their ground. The rains now fet i 
great fury; grain again became exccedingly fcarce, and the ¢ 
duties of the ficge beyond meafure fatiguing to the troops. The = 
enemy made a defperate fally from the fort on the poft of Mahum- 
mud Momin, and drove away his troops; but, by 
cour of Dulput Raow, were again repulfed wit 


At the conclufion of the rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chief 
with fifteen thoufand horfe, adyanced for the affiftance of Rama to” 
the relief of Jinjee; upon which, as there were not troops fufficient 
to keep up the blockade and at the fame time oppofe the enemy im 
the field, it was refolved, before: their arrival, to recall 1é; 
the detached pofts to the main body. Orders were! i fta 


Lefhkar Khan and Kaker Khan joined immediately, but Uimaeel 
Khan Mukh, who was on the other face of the: fort made tome: « 
delay, and his followers wer loyed>in collecting cher baggage 
when Dhunnah arrived. The kham upemstias Tormesi hie pangs 
well as he could, and moved, towands: the camps but was attacked: om 

the march by Dhunaah’s anmy andi a: large: bedypat the: caemy iremte 

the fort, with whom he faftained a canning ght hae eal 
Khan, when night coming emtihe Dati <eateala ue wate che aks ok innate i 
creat part of his men Silled and Ree peiGaes. <2 “ae eS 
great pa — an anda 

the khan, with is ae A _ 

pais, was himielt wounded abate. a, . 

after, by the kindacs af Ajeet Nase Qi 23 








fhip. 


‘ > Taek aang. - 
All communicatee SQeKeed: BQ. AAS -— 


wi . we wae 
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“ cannot fee thee !"" The emperor repaired to his houfe without 
delay, and on his arrival being announced, the dying chief exclaim- 
ed in verfe, “ With what fatisfa@tion does the fubje& quit the 
“ world, whofe dying moments you cheer with your prefence |” 
He expired inftantly after uttering this, and the emperor retired 
much affected at the lofs of fo old and faithful a minifter. The date 
of his death is included in the following verfes: «* The navob, the 
““ beams of whofe bounty gladdened the world, when the blatt of 
“ death extinguifhed the lamp of his life, the heavens wept, and, 
“* mourning, faid, *Life hath left the world.” Sippedar Khan, the 
fecond fon of Khan Jehaun, was raifed to the rank of three thou- 
fand, with the government of the province of Aleabad. 


The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhth, with Jumlat al Moolk 
Affad Khan, being arrived in the vicinity of Jinjee, Zoolfeccar 
Khan and other amras went to pay their refpects, and accompany 


his highnef§ to the {pot fixed for his encampment. ‘The khan was 


himfelf ftationed oppofite the great gateway of the fort, and a 
rivulet ran through his lines. It was now judged proper to furround 
the place. The camp of the prince and Jumlat al Moolk was fixed 
toward the hill of Solungwerum, near the redoubt of Kithenghur, 
which joins to the fort, about a cof and a half from Zoolfeccar 
Khan’s ‘poft, and a trench thrown up round it. Ifmaeel Khan 
Mukh, with others, was pofted on the road of Carnaticghur behind 
the fort. Near Shytaundoeh, where was a port by which the be- 
fieged had a communication with the woods, and procured fupplies, 
Kaker Khan was ftationed to prevent them. j 


As the enemy frequently at night difturbed the prince’s camp by 
throwing rockets, Zoolfeccar Khan pofted a body of his own troops 
as an outpoft, when they ceafed their infolence. Six thoufand of 
the enemy made a fally from the gate ‘facing the baggage camp, 


and 
* A pun on his name, it fignifying foul or life, 
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and were repulfed by Zoolfeccar Khan with Raow Dulput and other 
officers, who purfued them clofe to the gate with great flaughter. The 
prince and Affud Khan moved nearer to Zoolfeccar Khan, and fyed 
Lefhkar Khan took up their ground. The rains now fet in with 
great fury; grain again became exceedingly fcarce, and the conftant : 
duties of the fiege beyond meafure fatiguing to the troops. The 
enemy made a defperate {ally from the fort on the poft of Mahum- 
mud Momin, and drove away his troops; but, by the timely fuc- 
cour of Dulput Raow, were again repulfed with great flaughter. 


At the conclufion of the rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chiefs, 
with fifteen thoufand horfe, adyanced for the affiftance of Rama to 
the relief of Jinjee; upon which, as there were not troops fufficient 
to keep up the blockade and at the fame time oppofe the enemy in 
the field, it was refolved, before their arrival, to recall feveral of 
the detached pofts to the main body. Orders were inftantly dif 

—patched to the different amras for this purpofe, upon which fyed 
Lefhkar Khan and Kaker Khan joined immediately, but Ifmaeel 
Khan Mukh, who was on the other face of the fort, made fome 
delay, and his followers were employed in collecting their baggage 
when Dhunnah arrived. The khan upon this formed his people as 
well as he could, and moved towards the camp, but was when, on 
the march by Dhunnah’s army and a large body of the a ie 
the fort, with whom he fuftained a running fight to the po ie - ie 
Khan, when night coming on the battle ceated, a e ne 
great part of his men killed and taken prifoners. . the e “e : 
e khan, with his remaining followers, purfuing is route o' 
Be _ himfelf wounded and taken prifoner, but releafed foon 
tease Bi the kindnefs of Ajeet Naire on account of former friend- 


fhip. : 


fa Wi e ani nis army having 
All communication between the prefenc d th : a Is 
been long ttopped, arious idle reports Q exer Y 
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even death prevailed. The prince, on account of the advance of 


the enemy from all quarters, thinking or feigning to believe fuch 
tales, confulted apart with his own fervants, who imprudently gave 
him advice to make terms with the enemy, and, having confined 
Affud ad Dowlah and Zoolfeccar Khan, to act independantly. Having 
agreed with Rama, the prince refolved to join him, and fuddenly 
ordered out his followers and baggage for march ; but Affud Khan 
being informed of this rafh meafure, fent immediate advice of it to 
Zoolfeccar Khan, alfoa meflage to the prince, requefting to know 
the caufe of his preparing his troops in the night. ‘To this an 
anfwer was fent back, that he had received intelligence of the 
enemy’s intending to make a night attack. Jumlat al Moolk re~ 
plied, that the alarm was falfe, and defired that the troops might 
retire to their tents, and only the ufual guards be pofted, as other 
preparations only ferved to fpread falfe alarms, and difhearten the 
army. 


The prince learning that Aflud Khan was upon his guard, and 
had called together the imperial officers, thought proper to difmifs 
his troops, and defer the execution of his plan to another oppor- 
tunity. Zoolfeccar Khan being informed by his father of the 
prince’s conduct, collected all his officers, and remained under arms 
during the night. Inthe morning, after burfting as many of the 
cannon as could not be carried off from the batteries, he moved 
with all his troops to the grand camp. A body of the enemy from 
the fort, after much cautious reconnoitring, advanced to deftroy 
the works, while another attacked the line on its march. 


Zoolfeccar Khan having joined his father, a council was held, 
in which it was argued, that if the prince’s plan fhould take effect, 
the emperor would be very juftly difpleafed, fo that it would be 
moft advifeable to prevent it by putting the prince under confine- 
ment. This being agreed upon, Affud Khan, Zoolfeccar Khan, 

and 


haf 
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and other amras, pafling by the audience tent, and from thence 
upon their elephants within the netting, threw down the ikreens 
of the dewan khaneh. The prince’s fervants were alanmed, and 
the attendants of the mahal fired fome mufquetry. aes 
fe, 
The prince, difturbed at the intrufion, came running con- 


fufedly from the  fquare of the women’s apartments, when fome 
foot foldiers belonging to Jellall Khan feizing his hands, brought 
him without his fhoes before Jumlat al Moolk. Dulput Raow 
feeing him in this humiliating fituation, immediately rode up, and 
placed him upon his elephant, feating himfelf behind in the khow- 
afteh. Aflud Khan now. addreffed the prince, telling him that the 
late-.rumours were falfe, as the emperor was in health; alfo, that 
he had aéted in fuch a manner as would not only difgrace himfelf, 
but bring fhame upon his grey, hairs. The enemy by their feints 
kept the camp in conftant alarm all this day. As it was not fafe to 

—tave the prince in his own tents, Affud Khan brought him to his, 
and having performed the cuftomary compliments upon his alight- 
ing, ordered every thing neceflary for his accommodation. Syed 
Lethkar Khan was appointed to guard him, and the attendants of 
the mahal were placed {eparately. 


Intelligence arrived that Suntah was following Dhunnah, and 
had arrived at Cavereepauk, ten cofs from Kinjee, and that Alimer- 
dan Khan Fojedaur had marched to oppofe him, thinking himfelt 
fuperior. Suntah had a very large force; and, in the action, a 
numerous body of Bhela foot, which the khan had hired, deferted 
to the enemy, fo that he was obliged to fly, and stern i. 
regain the poft of Kinjee, but was taken prifoner with ma a 
officers, and all his elephants, camels, horfes, and baggage 


plundered. 


Vot. Il. N pre 
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Suntah arrived fhortly after this at Jinjee, and the enemy 
amounted now to twenty thoufand horfe, befides the garrifon of the 
place. Of the imperial troops, great part were unavoidably em- 
ployed in guarding the prince and the charge of the baggage. The 
prince’s followers were difgufted, and would not ftir out of their 
lines, and Maun Sing Rhatoree, an ameer of two thoufand, with 
fome others, feigning illnefs, fkulked with the baggage.  Zool- 
feccar Khan, Dulput Raow, Serafrauz Khan, Fatteh Oollah Khan 
Tooranee, Raow Kanoo Mharatta, and fome other chiefs, with 
about two thoufand horfe, engaged the enemy and repeatedly de- 
feated them, fo that they could make no impreffion. 


The fearcity of grain became now fo great in the camp, as to 
be intolerable: upon which Zoolfeccar Khan with his brave friends 
marched to procure fupplies at the fort of Bindwaftnee, twelve cofs 
from Jinjee, and arrived during the night. The Tooran Moguls, 
under cover of the dark, plundered the corn merchants, and proper — 
Be eae a impatience of the troops. In the morning, the 

chan c¢ ing what was left, returned towards the camp. The 
enemy had collected at Deoeé to oppofe him, and attacked on all 
quarters.. Raow Dulput on the flank repeatedly repulfed them, 
aflitted the front when hard preffed, and often took charge of the 
rear. This night was paffed near Jinjee, and in the morning the 
enemy in great force charged on all quarters, firing fo quickly, that 
the grain merchants were thrown into confufion. Their mark{men 
aimed chiefly at the amras’ elephants, and many fhot pafied over 
Raow Dulput, who alfo ufed his matchlock, and wounded fome of 
the enemy’s officers. ‘The bullocks with grain now funk into the 
mud in croffing a fwamp of rice fields, and even the horfe could, 
moye but with flownefs and difficulty. The ammunition was 
alfo nearly expended. At this juncture, moft of Raow Dulput’s 
cavalry moved to the right, where was a found road, and thus 
became feparated from the infantry, fo that not above eighty horfe 
= remained 





, 


~~ praifes. 
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remained round the raow’s elephant, The | emy feein 
detached a party of their foot to an eminence n ho 


quick, that matters became defperate. The raow had 
the camels and bullocks out of the f{wamp, and during thi 
of the troops had marched on. ‘The raow, determined to 
life dearly, flood firmly, and fhortly after was joined by Serafra 
Khan Dekkanee with five or fix thoufand horfe, when he charged 
the enemy, and drove about twelve thoufand near half a mile; then 
halting till the bullocks were difengaged from the fwam, ly 
followed the baggage. The firing now became lefs frequent, anc 
being arrived at a brook, where fome fmall pieces of artillery were 
fwamped, the khan fixed to them {trong ropes, which haying put 
round the elephants, they drew them out. The enemy were ap- 
palled at fuch gallantry, and went off towards Jinjee. Zoolfeccar 
Khan arrived at the camp about nightfall, and fully reprefented to 
Aflud Khan the raow’s behaviour, on which he conferred 





The fupply now brought was but {mall, and the {carcity foon 
Some of the followers ventured to the 
and were allowed to buy fufficient for a 


enemy’s camp with money, : ; 
meal, which they ate on the {pot, but not to bring the fmallett 
ing till night daily made 


quantity away. ‘The enemy from morning h 
attacks on the camp, in which was now neither provifions, money, 
nor hopes of any {peedy fuccour, fo that affairs were reduced to 
the lat pitch of diftrefs. At this alarming crifis, Rama, contrary 
to the advice of all his chiefs, propofed ‘a truce, that the army ; 
fhould move to Bindwaftnee, when he would prepare a a 
offering for his majefty. Dulput Raow repeatedly be ae 
Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan againft compliance, obfervings ¢ # it 
could only be attended by difgrace, and offering to advance i“? 
or forty thoufand rupees for the immediate ule of the troops, 


‘ vexpect 
being fafer at all events to wait : Re days longer, and sd lief 


became again diftreffing. 
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relief from the emperor, than make terms. On the other hand, 
all the foldiers, particularly the artillery, declared they would not 
remain another day, as they muft inevitably die of hunger ; fo that 
Affud Khan was reduced to comply with their clamours, and make 
a truce, 


Affud Khan with the prince moved at twelve o’clock the next 
day, but the horfes, camels, and other animals of the camp, were 
fo weakened by famine, that they could not take away the baggage, 
great part of which was fet fire to, and much left on the ground. 
The Mharatta foldiers came into the camp freely, and feeing great 
quantities of valuable baggage lying about, promifed the owners 
that whatever they left behind fhould be fafely conveyed to them; 
but about a thoufand of them followed the army on the march, and 
plundered the ftraggling followers. The exhaufted troops arrived 
in three days at Bindwattnce, and grain was procured. News now 


arrived that Cafim Khan was advanced as far as Cavereepauk witil™ 


large fupplies, and that Suntah had marched to attack him, but he 
took timely fhelter in a fort with his convoy. Zoolfeccar Khan, 
leaving the prince in the fort of Bindwaftnee, marched to Cafim 
Khan’s affiftance, and brought the fupplies in fafety to his camp. 
The reports which had prevailed were now happily contradicted, 
and the troops infpired with new confidence. As {everal zemin= 
dars had attacked and plundered former convoys on the road, Zool- 
feccar Khan and Cafim Khan, having marched, collected con- 
fiderable contributions from them. When the news of the fiege of 
Jinjee being raifed reached him, the emperor was greatly difpleafed, 
and ordered the prince and Affud Khan to his prefence. Great 
favours were conferred on the former, but much coolnefs {hewn to 
the latter. This year a fortification was begun round Begumpore 
at Aurungabad, to protect it from the Mbharattas. 


When 
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When Zoolfeccar Khan, upon raifing the fiege of Jinjee, re= 
moved to Bindwaftnce, the enemy pofleffed them#felves of feveral 
fmall forts. He now marched to regain them, and) forming) the 
fort of Permacoil, put the garrifon to the fword. He after this 
alfo took many fortified temples, which abound through both the 
Carnatics, and were built in former ages by the rajas, before the 
Mahummedan conquefts. When he arrived near Tanjore, the 
zemindar of Tritchinopoly fent a confiderable offering, with requefts 
of affiftance to recover feyeral places which the raja of Tanjore had 
taken from him. Zoolfeccar Khan complied with the requeft, and 
obliged the Tanjoree to reftore them. The raja of Tritchinopoly 
was an infant, and the power of the ftate vefted in his mother, a 
woman of great abilities, who conducted affairs with a mafculine 


courage. Here is a fumptuous temple, built by the rajas, on the 
banks of the Caveree. 


+= Zoolfeccar Khan overran Tanjore, took much plunder and a 
very large contribution from the raja; after which he demanded one 
from the zemindar of Palimeote, but he ufing many evafions, the 
khan befieged the place, which held out, the inhabitants making 
feveral bold fallies, for five days; when Raow Dulput, with the 
lofs of fifty Raajepootes, got poffeffion of the town, and the polygars 
evacuated the fort by a wicket in the night, but they were intercept- 
ed and plundered by the troops. Zoolfeccar Khan, after the cap- 
ture of this poft, placed tannas in Annetwaul, and returned to the 
neighbourhood of Jinjee. Having doubts of the fidelity of Ajeet 
Taine, he communicated them to the emperor, who ordered him 
to beput to death; which was done by ftratagem, as he was too 
powerful to be punifhed openly. All his women burnt with him, 
His effects were plundered by the troops. 


Affud Khan was now called to the prefence, and again reftored 


2 : th 
to the imperial favour. Zoolfeccar Khan having fent, ees 
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charge of Syed Kubbeer, the contributions of the zemindars of 

Carnatic to the prefence, was diftinguifhed by promotion and other 

honours. The emperor with the royal family went to pafs the 

Ramazan at Beejapore, and left the charge of the grand camp to 

Affud Khan. At this time, the wells in the city of Beejapore dried 

up entirely, and the inhabitants were obliged to bring water from 
«a diftance. : 


The prince Mahummud Mauzim, with his family, had long 
been confined clofely in the Ruggelah Bar, and fuffered greatly 
from his father’s difpleafure. Mahummud Azim Shaw was dan- 
geroufly indifpofed with a dropfy, and fome ill conduct of the prince 
Kaum Bukhth had caufed him to be kept alfo in ftri€ confinement. 
At length the emperor, moved by their diftrefles and paternal af- 
feétion, ordered the prince’s tents to be pitched without the Rug- 
gelah Bar, and permitted them more liberty. After this they were 
gradually reftored to their jaghires and commands. The prince ~ 
Mahummud Mauzim was honoured with the title of Bahadur Shaw 
and government of Cabul. On taking leave, he was permitted to 
beat the nobut from the royal quarters. Several amras were alfo 
fent with him. ‘The imperial camp moved to Birmahpore, called 
now Iflaumpore, twelve cofs from Sholapore, on the banks of the 
Beemrah river. 


Zoolfeccar Khan befieged the fort of Velore, and had reduced 
the place to great diftrefs, when Dhunnah and Suntah approached 
with a confiderable army to its relief. Dhunnah arrived firft, and 


the khan having fent his baggage and women, under chasge of ~ 


Raow Dulput, to the fort of Arcot, eight cofs diftant, marched to 
oppofe the enemy; who then retired to Tirivaddee, where they 
furrounded Saadutmund Khan Ghoree, the fojedaur, but the khan 
" arriving fpeedily, gave Dhunnah a complete defeat, after which he 

returned to recommence the fiege. 
Suntah 
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Suntah following Dhunnah, arrived in the Beejapore Carnatic, 
where Cafim Khan, the fojedaur, joined by Khanehzad Khan and 
Amaun Oollah Khan, prepared to oppofe him; but the) Zemindars 
joining Suntah, he was greatly fuperior to the royalifts, Cafim] ee 
fled to the fort of Dundoore, but there being fcarce any pon 
the place, many men, elephants, camels, horfes, and bullocks, bega 
to die of hunger. Every hope of relief was cut off; and about a 
month had pafled in this diftreffed fituation, when a capitulation a 
was unavoidably entered.into, ‘The effects, whichthad efeapedthe 
plunder in the field, were all given up to the enemy, and the troops 
came out in a moft wretched: and famifhed fituation. Cafim Khan 
died during the blockade: the other amras, after recruiting them- 
{elves and men at Adonee, moved to the prefence ; but the emperor, 
being much difpleafed, would not admit them to an audience, and 
detached them to various places: Khanehzad Khan was appointed 
kelladaar of Mahummudabad Bieder; Suffthekun Khan fojedaur of 

Phamounee; Mahummud Moraud Khan fojedaur of Godereh in 
Guzarat ; and Ram Chund, fon of Raow Dulput, kelladaar of 
Ghur Nummoona; but he fled from thence to his father’s zemin- 
daree with intention of taking forcible pofleffions upon which the 
emperor fent orders to the fojedaurs of that quarter, either to take 


him prifoner, or put him to death. 










Suntah after his vitory moved towards Jinjee; when Zoolfeccat 


Khan marching from Areot gave hima total defeat near the “a a 
Arnee, Himmut Khan, fon of Khan Jehaun Bahadur, es 
to the aid of Khanehzad Khan, was killed by an arrow ; an a ei 
- with the enemy, and foon after Khan Jehaun died in - 9 a 
camp. Aurungzebe did him the Pha kikg ss i Le 
ments. His fortune was confifeated to the tr , . 
i ver expectations. He was a nobleman of true nity 5) : 
aa c. cmmpee fotter brother, thought himfelf fuperior 


He was expentively magnificent in his ie 


and, being 
to all the other amras. 
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pages, houfes, and attendants. He ufed great freedom of {peech 
with Aurungzebe, who was often difpleafed with his repartees, 
particularly, when on afking his advice in the affairs of Dekkan, 
he talked in a free ftrain of cenfure on the imperial operations. 


‘This year was employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun- 
dered Dekkan in parties, as far as Ballaghaut. 


Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving his baggage at Arcot, marched to 
collect contributions, which he exacted from the zemindars of ‘Tan- 
jore and other diftriéts ; but they did not fuuffice to pay up the troops. 
He then moved near Jinjee, where inteftine divifions had happened 
among the Mharatta chiefs, which gave hopes of taking the place. 


Dhunnah, having difagreed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama, 
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army, 
and had formed plans of treafon againft him. Upon this, Rare 
difpatched Amreet Raow, a chief of much reputation, with his 
own: | Dhunnah’s troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them. 
ma and Dhunnah retreated to Jinjee, and Suntah returned to his 
own country, much difpleafed at their treatment; but he was 
killed in a furprize fhortly after, by the brother in law of Amreet 
Raow, who cut off his head, and {ent it to the emperor. Dhunnah 
now acquired great power among the Mbharattas, and formed a 
party with Ram Chund Pundit, Rama’s minifter ; but Perferam, 








Dp. 


. another principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah’s fon, 


and his uncle Herjee Hindoo Raow. 

At this time Rama entreated peace on certain conditions, and 
fent his fon Kerrun under care of Ram Chund Harrah to Zoolfeccar 
‘Khan, who forwarded his petition to court, and encamped during 
the rains at Bindwaftnee. The emperor would not liften to Rama’s 
offers of fubmiffion, but ordered Zoolfeccar Khan to commence the 


fiege 
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his fathe 
5 Jung 


fiege of Jinjee; upon which Kerrun was nt 
Zoolfeccar Khan was honoured by the title 
upon which he made a great feaft, and conferred ich 
his officers and troops. 





‘Nofferut Jung marched, and encamped before Jinjee, of whiel 
he began the fiege without delay. He himfelf chofe the poft of 
Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was ftationed before the gateway 
and on the back of the fort, Ram Chund Harrah between it and 
Chummar Tungara, a redoubt which was taken 
after by Daood Khan Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shit 
Dooee, and Nufferut Jung might have taken the fort of Jinjee in 
an inftant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this paflage ; but, 
like many other generals, he wifhed to pions, ae war. 
t have b 





with eafe many years before, but the an 
{ecretly affifted each other to draw out the y a en 

Jength, for their own advantage; alfo dreading, that when th 
emperor fhould have finally reduced Dekkan, he would carry his 
arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeable 
to the nobility, who did not with to encounter the hardthips of the 


north. as 


Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Deen 
Raow Dulput, who was ftationed near the gateway, aps i 
approaches to Kifhen Ghur, which joins to seiee = as } ‘ 
vanced near the wall, when TZoolfeccar Khan thoug “a bey 
recall him to his own poft, and Daood Khan wage al oe ie 
Chuttun Ghur. A  perfon having found ont ‘ ie FP a 
through the woods into the fort, communicate : i “ é 
Daood Khan, who went himfelf with fome a ae fd wae 
and finding it paflable, the ftorm was inner . fie of 
Dulput with his followers foon gies es sad 


Vou. I. 
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called Calicote, but the Raajepootes were ‘too fwift. for them, and Zoolfeccar Khan Nufferut Jung was called to Benet aa 
put to death great numbers; alfo taking five elephants belonging from Arcot. The emperor marched in perfon againit the enemy, / 
to Rama. The furvivors took refuge in a building called Rauje- and after taking in three days the fort of Buffunt Charhalie tae doit 
ghur. The wicket of Shitaun Dooee, which had been bricked up, before Sittarrah, a place of great ftrength, Bhaow iftnce a 
was now opened, and Zoolfeccar Khan entered with his people. Mharatta chief, with fifteen thoufand horfe, croffed the river Ner- 
siRhy Se, budda, and after laying wafte Dhamounee and fome other diftriéts, — 
Daood Khan alfo entered at another part, and the inhabitants retreated. ‘This was the firft time that a Mharatta chief had ven- 
here afked for quarter, which was granted them, but an immenfe . tured to extend their depredations acrofs the Nerbudda. Ranoo, 


Suntah’s fon, with Harjee Gorereh, commonly called Hindoo 
Raow, in conjunction had collected great riches by their a 
and Rama, at the head of a vatt body, alfo committed great excefies ~ 
in the imperial foubah of Berar. 


plunder fell to the vidtors. Rama’s family having barricadoed 
themfelves in Raujeghur, the ftrongeft part of Jinjee, entreated 
terms ; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan came himfelf to the gate, 
and fent in by a ladder Ram Chund Harrah to give them affurances 
of protection and good treatment. Palanquins were fent for the 
women and children, who came out and were faved from violence ; 
but one of Rama’s wives, fearing difhonour, threw herfelf from the 
top of the wall, and was dafhed to pieces on the rocks belowa__ 
Zoolfeccat Khan remained in the fort to collect the plunder and 
poft guards; but the other amras returned to their feveral ftations. 


Sultan Bedar Bukht was detached to punith thefe banditti, alfo 
Zoolfeccar Khan ; who, leaving his heavy baggage at Sholapore, 
met the prince near the town of Jarnate, and marched in purlait of 

__- Rama, who fled before him, by the road of Porundeh, and ct E 
the Beemrah into his own country. Dhunnah with other chie! 
marched for Birmahpore, where was the imperial baggage camp, 





About four thoufand women and children were taken, but very few and had the khan not followed by very quick marches, they would 
fighting men. Jinjee is the general name for the whole of the for- moft probably have plundered it. On the day of his approach they | 
tifications, though there are fix forts anda large town, extenfive | fled towards Sittarrah Ghur, and being arrived near the royal camp, 
tanks, groves of cocoanut trees, and gardens. The khan having given attempted the plunder of the grand granaries ; but Zoo\feccar ie? 
orders for the repair of the fort and an inveftigation of the private > * coming up, gave them a total defeat. The evening Btn i 
paths, appointed Ghuzzunfir Khan kelladaar for the prefent, and Beheramund Khan, meer bukhthi, hose 4 bi a ie eae 
came out with Rama’s women and children under his own pro that he would: permit — sn caeensiooml gir \han cone 
tection, to the camp. ; | to give him reputation with the emperor. ronan 
: . by © and accordingly the bukhthi and his bie Ne We 3 
AH. 1113. This year the imperial camp was overflowed by the rifing of the 5 the royal thanks and honorary as i eth received by the 
A.D.170%e Beemrah, and great numbers of people drowned ; but at length his Khan requefted an audience, oes alee amras to oblerve the 


majefty penned a devout prayer, which upon being thrown into the emperor, who difpatched him tting excelles on the baggage 


52 nmi 
water, it fell inftantly. The prince Bahadur Shaw was appointed enemy, and prevent them from: con ed that Ouzbuk 


. i i learn 
to the government of Cabul. camp at Birmahpore. On he ae oe Khan, 


Zoolfeccar 


roo 


i) = . 
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Khan, with a large convoy of money and srovi i 

Roigurrah, twelve cofs off, but fed. ies ii: 
through fear of the enemy, who were on the watch for fo “ida 
prize. The khan upon this marched to join him; then leaving the 
baggage under his charge, purfued the enemy four and twent pe 
from the morning until nine o'clock at night, not giving Bin the 
fmalleft refpite or himfelf refrefhment. He then returned, and 


conducting the convoy in fafety to Birmah ime i 
Pe iicheos, y ty irmahpore, halted fome time in 


Intelligence arrived that Rama dying of the fm ; 

fucceeded by his fon Kerrun, who feived him ne, a "aave 
and was fucceeded by his fon Sewa, an infant of only two Pi 
under the guardianfhip of Ram Chund Pundit, who took es ~~ 
refidence with his charge in the fortrefs of Kalneh, and was uae 

moufly obeyed by the other chiefs. Nufferut Jung purfued a bsp 
of the enemy by Sholapore, and crofled the Beemrah at Tuljap = 
into their country. a Se 


. \ : 

Ruttun Sing, fon of Gopal Sing, who had been fent by his 
father to manage his zemindaree, kept back the revenues to nif OR 
ufe; upon which Gopal Sing complained to the emperor, who 
ordered Ruttun Sing to the prefence, but he would Mer che 
However after fome time he made his fubmiffions, through Molt. 
tar Khan, the governor of Malwa, and embraced the Malvenraan 
faith ; which pleafing Aurungzebe, he conferred upon him his fa~ 


ther’s territories. Gopal Sing being difgufted at this, fled fr 

: > om th 
fultan Bedar Bukht’s camp, and endeavoured to recover his epee ¥. 
_ by rebellion; but, not fucceeding, he fought a fhelter in the rana 


of Odipore’s dominions. The emperor at this time fhewed but 
little favour to his faithful and moft ufeful fubjects the Raajepootes 
which greatly cooled their ardour for his fervice. ‘ 

Zoolfeccar 





ad . . 
tions between Birr 









which he was victorious. Diffentions had happened bet weeriDD hun 
nah and Ranoo; but they now faw it their intereft to ees 
agreed to meet fora reconciliation, and to forma plan of opera 
near Koolburga. The khan, having purfued Dhunnah to the neigh= 
bourhood of Tuldoorg, left his baggage at Sholapore, and marched 
towards the town of Monillah, which was the place of conference 
fixed upon by the two chiefs. Dhunnah upon this ventured to en- 
gage, and was defeated. He after this met Ranoo, who brought a 
vaft body to join him, at Firofeabad, eight cofs from Koolburga. * 
Being reconciled, the two chiefs formed a regular camp, near the 
ruined fort of Firofeabad, on the banks of the Beemrah. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, though his force was comparatively {mall with that of the 
enemy, which confifted of thirty five thoufand horfe, repeatedly de- 
feated them, and, at length, after a {pace of eight months, they 
were rendered unable to keep the field, and feparating their forces, 
After a continuance of fome months, 
nd Dhunnah towards Wakin Kerah. 
‘The khan, upon intelligence of this, leaving Birmahpore upon his 
right, marched, and encamped near the fort of Mujhunder, be- 
longing to the emperor. ‘The rains now fet in, and the horfes, 
elephants, and camels had been fo harafled by conftant marching 
as to be quite unferviceable. The khan had in this laft campaign, 

in marches, countermarches, and purfuits, moved above two thou- 
fo that the whole army was exceflively fatigued. Intel- 
rrived, that a body of the enemy committed depreda- 
mahpore and the royal camp 3 Upon which the 


4 the khan to take oft where he thought proper 
ie cae : : he communication. The 


between thefe two ftations, to keep open t 
khan aéted accordingly, fhifting his ground from place to Loge as 
he faw occafion. Daood Khan Punnee was detached from me 


took fhelter in the woods. 
Ranoo went towards Pernalleh, a 


fand cofs, 
ligence now 4 








FOR 
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the fojedaury of Carnatic Hyderabad, fo that but a very {mall force 
yak ey Fab ehPettet ks: 


remained, 


Peas) doa ad ees 


The emperor was {till engaged in befieging the fort of Sittarrah 
Ghur, which yet held out againit his arms with an obftinate bravery, 
and found means to procure daily fupplies by private roads. ‘The 
befieged alfo made feveral fallies by night on the camp, but were 
always driven back with lofs. 


Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, at length carried 
two mines under a baftion, which were f{prung, and blew up about 
four hundred of the befieged who were ftationed upon the walls of 
the fort; but Terbeut Khan having neglected to give proper infor- 
mation to the troops in the batteries, about three thoufand of them, 
with feveral chiefs of note, were killed by the explofion: which 
misfortune brought upon him the royal difpleafure, and the refent- 
ment of the whole army, as every one had loft a relation or friend: 
The governor of the fort, finding it vain to {tand out longer, begged 
quarter; and, at the interceffion of fultan Bedar Bukht, was par- 
doned, and promoted to the rank of five thoufand. The emperor 
named this fort Azim Tarrah; and, after fettling a proper garrifon, 
moved to befiege Perlee, another {trong fortrefS not far diftant. 
Fatteh Oollah Khan was commanded to conduct the fiege, and 
having found an opportunity of planting wooden ladders on the 
walls, about three hundred Moguls and others were killed in an 
unfuccefSful ftorm; but the enemy foon after {ubmitted on capitu- 
lation, which was granted by his majefty, at the interceflion of the 
prince Mahummud Azim Shaw. This place was named by the 
emperor Norufs Tarrah. 


2 

After this, the emperor marched, though in the height of the 

rains, which was fo diftreffing to the army, that even many noble- 

men were obliged to travel on foot. He halted for fome days at 
Bhofegurrah, 


F Bhofegurrah, which was new named Maur 


+ which refifted all the power of medicine, and was very prio 


~ He accordingly joined the prince at Moorje; 
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Azim Shaw was fent to Malwa, as the rana ha 
difaffection by giving fhelter to Gopal Sing Chan 
rebellion in that quarter was expected, more efpecially 
Khan, the governor of Ajmere, was lately dead, anda new , 
not yet appointed. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who had been fent 
correct the zemindar of Deogur, was recalled to the prefence, and 
the prince ordered to punifh him on his march. Upon this account 
he halted fome time at; Boorahanpore, and ¥ el ¢ 
take upon him the government of Guzarat. 


Dulput Roy was honoured with the command of the advanced 
body of Zoolfeccar Khan’s army, in the room of Daood Khan Pun- 
nee; and though he had before kept up a force out of his own 
purfe, beyond his compliment, he on this occafion greatly encreafed” 


the number for his own reputation, whee ia a 
The emperor moved to encamp at Khouaffpore for the remains 
der of the rains, which were fo violent, that the camp was overs 
flowed by the river, and a great number of people and cattle 
perifhed. The waters rofe up to the gate of the royal mufic rooms ; 
and danger was apprehended to the apartments of his majefty, who 
was at this time much indifpofed with a fore m the right foot, 


29 
The prince Bedar Bukht was fent towards Mortizaabad fe, the : 
e of Pernalleh, ¢ han was ordered to attend hims : 
fiege of Pernalleh, and Zoolfeccar Khan w aa | ; 
time on account of the overflowing of the waters 5 - er, 
ftructions coming from court to proceed, the eo as length es 
by forced marches, and {at down before Pernalleh. Zoolfeccar. 


halneh. The 
Khan made an excurfion as far as the fort of K ell 


104, 
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emperor moved from Khouafipore to Moorje, in order to give 
inftrutions and affift the fiege, 


Dhunnah with a great body of Mharattas having plundered in 
the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Hummeed ad Dien Khan 
and Munaim Khan were detached againft him; but a great number 
of their followers being killed, they required reinforcements, and 
Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to their affiftance. The enemy fled 
immediately on hearing of his approach, and he purfued them as far 
as Jugoanee' in Beejapore, when they made a ftand, and were de- 
feated with great lofs. The next day a frefh body appeared, and 
Raow Dulput purfued them without halting for thirty cofs, with 
much flaughter. Zoolfeccar Khan after this moved back with {peed 
to Pernalleh, left the enemy fhould attempt to difturb the fege of 
that place. 


All the Mharatta chiefs after fome time united under Ram 
Chund Pundit, and moved to the neighbourhood of Pernalleh, 
where they plundered the camp followers and travellers without 
mercy. A number of grain merchants coming with provifions, the 
enemy furrounded them at Rollapore, only five cofs from the camp ; 
upon which the prince fent Serdaur Khan Dekkanee to their affift- 
ance; but the enemy being in great force, he could only aé upon 
the defenfive, of which he fent notice to the prince, who imme- 
diately difpatched Nufferut Jung, Raow-Dulput, and Ram Sing 
Harrah to his relief. Raow Dulput arriving firft, his Raajepootes 
killed about four hundred of the enemy’s foot. Zoolfeccar Khan 
remained under arms the whole night, and in the morning the 
enemy, feeing no advantage was to be gained, took to flight. The 
whole imperial army was much diftreffed this year, by fatiguing 
marches, {carcity of provifions, and other inconyeniencies, 


Ghazi 





} 











AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEK 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan being recalled “ftom 


fence, was ordered to purfue Ranoo, who commi 
in the neighbourhood of Koolburga; and alfo to pummil ; 
Pinder, the raow of Wakin Kerah. Ghazi ad Dien in 
towards Koolburga, and the emperor to carry on the fiege of 
nalleh with greater vigour. Mucklifs Khan, fecond bukthi, bs 
and Khanehzad Khan, fon of Roh Oollah Khan, being recalled 
from Hyderabad, was honoured with his father’s title and the office 
of grand fteward of the intperial houfehold, When the emperot 
arrived in the vicinity of Pernalleh, the prince with all his office 
received the honour of an audience. Abou Houffun, the depofed 
king of Hyderabad, died at this time in his confinement in the for- 
tref of Dowlutabad. Dhunnah and other Mharatta chiefs, ad- 
vanced to the grand baggage camp at Birmahpore, and the enemy 
1 invaded Khandefhe and ‘the province of Malwa. Zoolfeccar 
can purfued and defeated Dhunnah. : ae ery } 










Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan was recalled to the prefence, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan entrufted with the charge of the baggage 
camp in his room, The fort of Pernalleh was at length taken, 
after which the emperor moved with the grand camp, and cantoned 
in the vicinity of Kuttafon and Burrah Butchgaum. Beheramund t 
Khan was {ent to befiege the fort of Chundun Mundun, which the : ; 
enemy marched to relieve ; but Zoolfeccar Khan advancing in the ye 
night, when it rained very hard, came upon their army by furprize, 
and defeated them. ‘The emperor now marched to befiege the fort 
of Khalneh, and was pleafed to exalt Afud Khan to the title of 


"ameerval amra. ‘ ‘ oe 


Zoolfeccar Khan again defeated a great -body of Mbarattas_ 
in the neighbourhood of Porundeh, and at feveral other places. 
During this purfuit, he paffed through part of Berar, which was 
much laid wafte by the enemy 5 but they had {pared fome pergun- 
Vou. IL. i nahs; 
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nahs, the zemindars of which Were regular in the paynient of «ty. 


choute. The landholders’ of Berar and Khandethe joined the 
enemy, tothe number of fixty thoufand, and oppofed Zoolfeccar 
Khan, whofe force was but fmall, and Alimerdan Khan, the nazim 
of Berar, durft not move from Elichpore, the capital of the pro= 
vince, out of dread of the enemy; upon which the khan marched 
to within ten cofs of that city, and fummoned him to join; which 
at length he did, but every day begged to be difmifled. Zoolfeccar 
‘Khan, regarding the good of the imperial fervice, would not com- 
ply with his requeft. 


_ One day, the khan having made a tedious forced march, came 
to an eminence where he defigned to halt for the night; but per- 
ceiving the enemy’s camp, Dulput Raow was difpatched to attack 
it with his advanced corps, and the khan followed to fupport him 
with the whole army. The enemy were foon put to the route, and 
fled feventeen cofs without once looking behind them, fo great was 
the dread of the khan’s arms. He now permitted ‘Alimerdan Khan 
to return to Elichpore, and was vifited by Khodabundeh Khan, 
fon to the late ameer al amra Shaifteh Khan, but this nobleman 
would not moye the fmalleft diftance with him out of his diftri€s, 
fo that Zoolfeccar Khan was left with not more than three thoufand 
horfe. Notwithftanding, he ftill purfued the enemy, who amounted 
to about fixty thoufand, to the fort of Kolafs Ghur, in the Hyder- 
abad country. It is the cuftom of the Mharattas to prefs chiefly on 
the rear of an enemy, and they followed this mode on the prefent 
crifis, but were as often repulfed by the bravery of Ram Sing 
Harrah and Dulput Raow. - 


Zoolfeccar having in the purfuit expended moft of his ammu- 
nition, found it advifeable to retire to Mahummudabad Bieder for 
frefh fupplies, which having procured, he again marched after the 
enemy, and gave them a complete defeat on the banks of the 

river 
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river Baumgunga; after which they fepa f 
in different bodies. ‘They foon again threaten@a: 
feccar Khan, by forced marches, advanced to the 
province, when they thought proper to retreat. At 
the riyer Nerbudda, through all Dekkan, Khandethe, Berar, @ 
Kokun, in every diftrict, the Mharattas {warmed like ants or locufts, 
Tt may not be unneceflary to mention the cauiles of the encreafe of 
thefe plunderers, who, though always defeated by the royal troops 
in the field, yet by their fudden inroads often | wh 
wafte, before armies could arrive to punifh them, * i 
see 
In the reign of Shaw Jehaum the government of provinces was 
lodged with amras of the firft rank, who kept a large force on foot, — 
but were now held by new nobles, of inferior rank, poor, and 
rapacious, who neglected to maintain proper troops, and at the 
fame time opprefied the people. The zemindars would nc 
fojedaurs without troops, and became rebellious, and remifs in thei 
payments. As the fojedaurs could not force them, they were glad 
to content themfelves with what they could get; and in order to 
lead a quiet life, entered into fecret agreements with them, and 
winked at their difobedience, which made them {till more infolent. 





In the countries dependant on Hyderabad and Beejapore, which 


* before their conqueft maintained above two hundred thoufand horte, 


there were not now ftationed above thirty four thoufand. The 
jaghiredars could not get poffeffion of their jaghires for want of 
troops; and if they did, their holding them for agy time was fo 
euncertain, that they did not confider the eafe of the farmers, but 
opprefied them for money by every mode that avarice could devite, 
{o that they entered into combinations with the enemy. While the 
newly conquered countries were thus unfettled, the antient terri- 
tories of Dekkan were not lefs troubled by the tyranny of governors, 


and the frequent changes of them and the jaghiredars, who. were 
Pra obliged: 


J 
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prayers for the long life of Aurungzebe, whofe mode of making 
war was fo favourable to their invafions and depredations. Added 


to this, the imperial troops were tired out with a conftant campaign 
of above twenty years, and grew difgufted and remifs in their duty. 


obliged not only to fupply their own neceffities, but furnifh large 
bribes to the civil officers about the court. It was reprefented to 
the emperor, that the zemindars were in confederacy with the 
enemy; upon which he ordered all their weapons of defence to be 
feized, and this left them an eafy prey to invaders, whom at laft 
they joined for felf-{ecurity. 







Zoolfeccar Khan, during fix months, had nineteen actions wih. : 
the enemy, and purfued them from place to place, above three 


Buti ollected’ in li is 
Contributions were then coll in lieu of regular revenues, thoufand cofs, in marches and countermarches. 


and the parties fent every where to collect fupplies for the grand 
camp were guilty of every fort of excefs. Added to this, the col- 
leétors of the odious religious capitation, forced millions from the 
farmers, and accounted but for {mall fums with the royal treafury. 
Whenever the emperor appointed a jaghiredar, the Mharattas ap- 
pointed another to the fame diftri€t; and both collected as they 
found opportunity; fo that, in fact, every place had two matters. 
The farmers, thus oppreffed, left off cultivating more ground than 
would barely fubfift them, and in their turns became plunderers 
* for want of employment. 


bh 2 da 


Zoolfeccar Khan encamped for fome time near Satoor, and then A.H. 1117, 
made incurfions to the neighbourhood of Kundaneh, where the A.D, 1705» 
Mharattas had fixed their cantonments. The fort of Khalneh now ; 
fell-intovthe emperor's hands, when, notwithftanding the height of 
the rains, he moved to Bahadur Ghur, This march was attended 
with fo many inconyeniences, that eyen the emperor's tents were 
often left far in the rear, and bodies of the enemy plundered part 
of the baggage, which, through the fatigue of the elephants, 
camels, and bullocks, were left behind in different places. Zool- ~ 
feccar Khan was difpatched towards Ahmednuggur in purfuit of the 
enemy, who were committing depredations in that quarter. Behe- 
ramund Khan, meer bukhthi, one of Aurungzebe’s oldeft nobility 
and friends, dying was buried at his own requeft in a {mall 
tomb at Bahadur Ghur. He was fucceeded in his office by Zool- 

- feccar Khan Nufferut Jung, who, notwithftanding this appoint- 
ment, continued in the command of the army. againft the Mharattas, 
and Muttullub Khan aéted as his deputy in the prefence. 





‘The emperor having taken moft of the Mharatta fortrefles, 
they were left without any refource but plunder, out of which they 
paid a fhare to their chief, the fon of Rama. Many of the powerful 
difaffeéted zemindars joined them, fo that they amounted to above 
an hundred thoufand horfe. The imperial amras, deprived of their 
revenues from the jaghires, had recourfe to falfe mufters, and did 
not keep up above half their compliments of men; fo that detach- 
ments could not be fent every where to punifh the invaders, and 
the grand army was always employed in fieges, which left the . 
“Mharattas at liberty to plunder almoft without moleftation, but 
patticularly during the fiege of Khalneh, their excefles were un- 
bounded. They {topped every communication of fupply to the 
imperial camp, where numbers perifhed by famine; and their info- 
lence grew to fuch a pitch, that they once a week offered up mock 

prayers 


The depredations of a large body of the enemy near the royal 


camp were encreafing daily, and fome of the impel ree nie 
were Carried off from their foraging ground, at only two vi 
Mahummud Ameen Khan Tooranee, fuddur al fuddoor, 


from it 
s refed him fo hard, that 
was fent to recover them, but the enemy P: Ailuinto, help Ee 


his elephants, horfes, camels, and baggage, i 










r to Chumarcondeh, 
‘ith neceflary conveyance to the 

: er received him gracioufly, and 
ours upon him. The emperor after this marched 
to befiege the fort of Kundaneh, and Fatteh Oollah Khan was fent 
to conduct the artillery from Khalneh. He was hard pufhed by the 
enemy near Rhamutpore, but Zoolfeccar Khan arrived in time to 
his affiftance, and it was refolved to punith Dhunnah effectually. 
At this inftant intelligence arrived, that Cheen Koollich Khan, 
fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, was arrived on the banks. of the 


_ Kiftnah, fixteen cofs from the city, and that a large body of Mha~ 


rattas had marched with the hopes of plundering him, Zoolfeccar, 
upon this, moved by forced marches to fupport him, but upon his 
arrival at Beejapore he learned that Koollich Khan had fafely. gained 


the fort of Mudkul, and Dhunnah, being difappointed, had gone’ 


towards the neighbourhood of Koolburga. T hough Ghazi ad Die 
at e head of an army to punifh the enemy, he did no: 


nove to the a ftance of his fon, Upon his arrival at Koolburga, 
_ Zoolfeccar Khan received orders to haften to. the prefence. At this 





time the emperor was employed in the fiege of Kundaneh, where 
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, had erected his batteries 
on the fame hill, that the Maharajah Jeffwunt Sing had formerly 
done. Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived in camp, was gracioufly 
received, and ordered to carry on approaches on the fide of Sewa~ 
pore. Many days had not paffed, when intelligence arrived that a 
body of Mharattas, having crofled the Nerbudda, were committing 


depredations near Oojein, and that the Afghauns of Malwa had.alfo « 


raifed a rebellion; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to 
march for the defence of that country. Raow Dulput was now 
to the rank of three thoufand. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was 
| to the government of Berar, and to defend the country 

; of 
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of Telingana; when he fixed his canto 
Candahar. 


The emperor ftill lay before Kundaneh. Sultan Malu 
Bedar Bukht was appointed to the government of Aurungabad 
Boorahanpore. The enemy, after plundering the environs of tl 
laft mentioned city, crofféd the Nerbudda, and deftroyed the town 
of Ghurkore. Though Raja Jey Sing and R 
were detached againft them by the prince, o advanta 
gained; upon which the royal orders were iffued, that the 
and Zoolfeccar Khan fhould act in conjunétion. 













The khan arriving near Ferdapore, the Mharattas quitted the 
fiege of that city, and made incurfions into Berar. The prince left 
Alimerdan Khan for the défencevof Boorahanpore, and Zi 
Khan detached Ruftum Khan Dekkanee for the p D 
Intelligence arrived, that the enemy under Dhunnah 
fieged Sultanpore Nudderbar, upon which Zoolfeccar Khan matched 
to that quarter, where, on his arrival, he learned that they had 
gone to Buggellana. The khan purfued them, and arrived at 
Ambolah, where Ragnoo, a Mharatta chief in the fervice of Mo- 
attiber Khan, tannadaar of Kallean and fojedaur of Goolfhunabad, 
maintained a body "ef robbers, and carried on an open traffick un- 
molefted with merchants, for the effeéts plundered’ by his people, 
but he found means toevade the khan’s difpleafure, ne 

Dhunnah’s fon now moved with intentions to infeft the environs 
of the royal camp, but Zoolfeccar Khan, by forced pg 
haftening to Nereol, prevented his putting his defign into execu- 
tion. The fort of Kundaneh was now given up by the governor to 
the emperor for a fum of money. The enemy fon after oe eae 
dering in the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Zoolfec 


Khan as often repulfed them as they dared to eae About ss 








lice 


gotiations were carried.on by fultan Kaum Bukhth with the 
“enemy fora peace, and Raja Saooh was releafed from the Ruggelah 
Bar, and entrufted to the care of the prince; but the Mharattas, 
who now had acquired great ftrength, and plundered at pleafure all 
the provinces of Dekkan, were fo infolent in their demands, that 
all thoughts of accommodation were foon again laid afide, and Raja 
Saooh remanded to his confinement. Zoolfeccar Khan was dif- 
patched into Khandefhe, where nearly forty thoufand Mharattas 
committed great depredations. 


The emperor, after the fall of Kundaneh, cantoned in the town 
of Poonah; but, owing to the plunders of the enemy, grain was fo 
dear in the royal camp, that only three feer could be had for a 
Tupee. A great drought had alfo happened in all the provinces 
of Dekkan, fo that there was little cultivation, and many.of the 
inhabitants fought an afylum acrofs the Nerbudda. The cmiperor’s 
affairs vifibly. declined, and the enemy roamed at larg 
quarter. Zoolfecear Khan moyed by rapid marches to ihe ncigh- 
bourheod of Boorahanpore, when they fled into Berar ; and Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan being entrufted with the protection of that province, 
he did not purfie them, but agreeable to the imperial orders marched 
to protect Aurungabad and Ahmednuggur. 


Though provifions were beyond expreffion fcarce in the royal 
camp, yet Aurungzebe marched from Poonah to befiege the fort of 
Raujeghur ; and Sudder ad Dien Mahummud Zumman Khan, third 
bukhfhi, was ordered to prote& the grand baggage camp at Bahadur 


Ghur. Zoolfeccar Khan with a convoy of grain, of which he had = 


collected a great quantity, arrived fafely at the royal camp, and 
Was promoted to additional rank for this fervice. ‘The Mharattas in 
Berar, having completely defeated Ruftum Khan, croffed the Ner- 
budda; upon which Ghazi ad Dien Khan marched after them, and 
orders were fent to the munfubdars of Malwa to collect and oppofe 

them. 


.evacuate that province entirely, 
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them. The prince Mahummud Bedar Bukht was a 7 
crofs the Nerbudda, and Zoolfeccar Khan to prote 
and Boorahanpore, till his return. 


Negotiations towards the fettlement of a peace were {till 
on, through the fultan Kaum Bukhfh, with Dhunnah Jadoo, who 
only entered into them to deceive and delay time. Neema Sindia, 
after crofling the Nerbudda, plundered the province of Malwa as 
far as Seronje. The forts of Raujeghur and Toorreah fell to the 
royal arms. _ 


Zoolfeccar Khan encamped on the banks of the Gung, and the 


prince Bedar Bukht marched towards Oojein, but cantoned for | 
fome time near Boorahanpore. The emperor, after the fall of 4 | 
Raujeghur, moved towards the fort of Sumbér Chumber; but, on ; 


account of the rains, halted within fourteen cof. Raow Dalput %q 
efcorted a large convoy of fupplies as far as Ahmednuggur, in the | 
way to the royal camp. Ali Nukkee, a grandfon to the Perfian 
emperor, being difgufted, fled to Surat, from whence he fent a 
petition to Aurungzebe, who invited him to court, and upon his 
arrival conferred upon him the command of three thoufand horle, 


and the title of Mirza Suffavee Khan. 


Zoolfeccar Khan detached Dulput Raow and Ram Sing Harrah 
in purfuit of the enemy, who had made incurfions to the vicinity of 
Beejapore and Beelbuttah. They followed them from thence into 
here they completely defeated and obliged them to 


Khandethe, w : 
taking a great number of their 


horfes and arms; after which they returned to Aurungabad, 


Neema Sindiah, who had quarrelled with Dhunnah, see. 
from him; and crofling’ the Nerbudda, as before eee pla 
dered the province of Malwa as far as Seronje, at the inf ‘gation cs 
Vou, IL. Q 
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the rebel raja Sutterfal Bondelas but they did not long’ agree to- 
gether, The imperial orders had been fent for the prince Bedar 
Bukht to purfue the invader, but he was delayed, and Ghazi ad 
Dien Khan Ferofe Jung, after punithing the Mharattas in Berar, 
Jeft his baggage at Boorahanpore, and moved by quick marches to 
Seronje, from which the enemy fled before his arrival; but the 
khan wrote to court that he had gained a victory, which pleafed the 
emperor fo much that he immediately conferred upon him the title 
of Sippaeh Sallar, and many favours on all his principal officers ; 
but they were withdrawn on the truth being made known, and he 
returned to his government in Berar. Dulput Raow agreeably to 
the orders of Zoolfeccar Khan, conducted the family of the prince 
to Boorahanpore, and then returned. Roh Oollah Khan, grand 
fteward of the imperial houfehold and treafurer of the privy purfe, 
fon to the deceafed nobleman of the fame name, died about this 
time. The emperor himfelf was taken very ill, but recovered in a 
fhort time. A great {careity of grain prevailed all through Dekkan, 
The imperial revenues, numerous elephants, and a vaft caravan, 
having arrived from Hindooftan at Aurungabad, Raow Dulput 
and Ram Sing Harrah efcorted them at two different times to 
Ahmednuggur and the imperial camp. Khodabundeh Khan, fon 
to the late ameer al amra, who was fojedaur of Carnatic Bee- 
japore, was called to the prefence, and diftinguifhed by the 
poft of grand fteward of the houfehold. Two caravans, one 
foon after another, coming from Hindooftan towards Aurunga- 
bad, were both greatly plundered by the Mharattas near the pafs 
of Ferdapore, fo that the army, by thefe difafters and the wafte 


of the jaghires by the enemy, were exceedingly diftreffed for all the~ 


neceflaries of life. The Mbharattas, by their frequent fuccefsful 
‘plunders, became very rich and powerful. A party even advanced 
clofe to the city of Hyderabad, with intentions to lay it wafte. 
Dhunnah, Kunnoot, and Hundoo roamed at large in the Carnatic, 
where Daood Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, deputy of Zoolfeccar 
; » Khan, 
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Khan, fought with them many battles, Though the 
in Dekkan, and above one hundred and feventy thout 
paid for by him in the camp and the Provinces, ye 
fuffice. The powers of government became relax jy 
Aurungzebe moved from the cantonments of Ghur Kero = } 
Ponapah Pinder, who had rebelled in the diftriéts of Wakin Km 
and entertained evil defigns upon Zuffirabad Bieder. The efemy 
made an attack on the imperial baggage néar Bahadur Ghur, and 
acquired a great plunder, befides fetting fire to great quantities of 
valuable effects. Their infolencies were greater than in the Jaft 
year, fo that the lands round all the capital cities were totally 
wafte, and lay uncultivated. Neema Sindia made an attempt to 
advance to Banaras, through the country of Nagpore, but the 
zemindars united, and prevented his defign, The Mharattas retook 
feveral fortreffes that had lately fubmitted to the royal arms, but par- 
ticularly the ftrong fort of Loeh Ghur, The prince Bedar Bukht 
had, agreeably to the imperial orders, gone to Oojein, fo that there 
did not remain a force at Boorahanpore to furnifh efcorts for the 
caravans which came from Hindooftan; upon which Zoolfeccar | 
Khan marched with his army to that city, and after punifhing a os 
body of the enemy, who were on the watch for plunder, conduéted <i 
the treafure and fupplies to Aurungabad. His force being but fmall, 
he was obliged to requeft a reinforcement for the defence of that 
city. Accordingly, Mogul Khan Tooranee was detached oe 
him for this purpofe, and Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving him 4 

shed with a large convoy of treafure and fupplies to the imperia 







ft the rebels of Wakin A.H.1118 19. 


‘The emperor was ftill engaged again A, D.1706-7. 


Merah, but the roads all round were crowded with lag ae i 

thewenemy; yet fuch was their dread are “age ep 
fled inftantly to the 

whenever he approached, they ae Red 

r forty cofs; and he sien fie convoy in fafety ,. 
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camp. The emperor encamped about a cofs from the fort of Wakin 


Kerah, and ordered Cheen Koollich Khan, Hummeed ad Dien Khan, 
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery and others, to conduct the 


“fiege. ‘They accordingly raifed two large mounds of earth near the 


gateway, which were immediately occupied by the troops of the 
fultan Mahummud Kaum Bukhth. Cheen Koollich Khan attempt- 
ed, but in vain, to get pofleffion of a hill on another quarter of the 
fort, but was repeatedly repulfed by the enemy, who fallied out in 
great numbers. Hummeed ad Dien Khan alfo was obliged to quit 
his ftation, and with difficulty regained the camp. bhurmat, with 
other chiefs, having collected about five thoufand horfe and five and 
twenty thoufand foot, infefted the neighbourhood. An entrench= 
ment was drawn all round the royal camp. The enemy made fuch 
powerful fallies from the fort, daily and nightly throwing rockets, 
that not a fingle perfon durft venture out of the camp. Detachments 
from it were repeatedly defeated, and the diftrefs for grain and 
forage became pinching to the laft degree. The caufe of thefe 
difgraces was, that the prefent race of amras, out of avarice, folly, 
and inexperience, neglected the veterans and their fons, and mounted 
as cavalry their own timid, flothful, menials and flaves, whofe 
fighting and running away became fynonymous terms. The deceit~ 
ful Pinderrehs made propofals of peace, through the prince Kaum 
Bukhth and Cheen Koollich Khan; but, though the emperor re~ 
peatedly difapproved of them, they ftill continued their importunate 
folicitations, and indeed all the amras were alarmed at the enemy’s 
-encreafing fuperiority. 
At this time, Zoolfeccar Khan was on his march with fupplies 
from Aurungabad. The emperor fent repeated orders to haften him 
and Daood Khan to the prefence ; and,’ for the prefent, regarding 
the fears of the amras about his perfon, feemingly liftened to the 
propofals of the enemy, and beftowed khelauts on Ponapah, with 
an 


6 
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an elephant, and gave fome jewels to his mothe y fohtuhhum 
Khan was fent into the fort as kelladaar. Zoolfecear K 1 being 
arrived at the imperial camp, was gracioully received by Aurungzebe, 
who ordered him immediately to march againft the Mharat 
Pinderrehs. The khan, accordingly, with Raow Dulput, Re 
Sing Harrah, and other chiefs, moved to the {pot where the befieged — 
had repulfed Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and reconnoitred it carefully. 
The enemy, confiding in the natural ftrength of the place and their 
numbers, made a great thew of refiftance; but the khan foon drove 
them away with a very great flaughter, upon which they fled for 
fhelter to Tulwarreh, clofe under the hill near the gate of the fort, 
Zoolfeccar drove other bodies from feveral pofts, killing great 
numbers of the enemy, and lofing feveral of his own men, who 
gallantly purfued too near the ditch. Cheen Koollich Khan, who 
remained all the while amsinaétive {pe@tator, and who, if he had 
joined in the affaults, might have been of great fervice, complained 
on his return that he was not allifted by Zoolfeccar Khan, and was — 
believed by his majefty. The next day Zoolfeccar Khan went to fix 
on proper places for erecting batteries, and a body of horfe and foot 
came out to oppofe him, but were foon repulfed by Dulput Raow, : 
and fled to the hill. Some days after this, Daood Khan Punnee oy 
and Zoolfeccar Khan with his — and 
fome other amras gained poffeflion of two eminences near the gate. 
june Khan, 8 one of five thoufand, was killed bya ball an 
the attack. Day and night were now employed in erecting batteries. 
Intelligence arrived, that Kunnoput, who was advancing with a 
large body, of Mharattas to relieve the fort, had died on the pen 
and.that the lately conquered fort of Kundaneh was ~— res 
enemy. The befieged, who were now greatly alarmed at a. 
lantry and fuccefs of Zoolfeccar Khan, made ferious canal 
fubmiflion ; and the prince Kaum Bukhth with Cheen Koo 


i iation 5 but 
were ordered to examine them, and manage the negotiation 5 : 














joined from the Carnatic, 
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this did not prevent Zoolfeccar Khan, who was not to be diverted by 
their ftratagems, from carrying on vigorous hoftilities. He divided 
his army into two bodies, and with one, in perfon, attacked the 
town of Tulwarreh, clofe under the fort, which he carried, after a 
very bloody affault. The enemy then took fhelter in the fort, and 
annoyed the troops with rockets and mufquetry from the walls, but 
to no purpofe ; fo that in the evening Ponapah, with the Mharatta 
chiefs, being quite ditheartened, made their efcape by a private road 
behind the fort. Raow Dulput feeing that all firing from the walls 
had ceafed, and hearing no noife, ventured up to the fort, and 
finding it empty, fet the houfes on fire. Munfoor Khan was ordered 
_to take poffeffion, and Zoolfeccar Khan fent to inform and con- 
gratulate the emperor. The fire continued burning the whole night 
and the next day, when a magazine of powder blew up, and killed 
many people. An accident of the fame kind happened the next 
day alfo. The fort of Wakin Kerah is of no great ftrength, but 
requires a very large garrifon to defend it. 


Zoolfeccar Khan was not properly rewarded for this victory, 
the praife of which was beftowed upon others, who had no {hare in 
it, yet had the addrefs to make the emperor reprove the khan for 
having let the enemy efcape unmolefted. The royal ear indeed had 
long been poflefied by a few defigning men, who diverted him from 
attending to his moft ufeful fervants, which gave much difguft, and 
weakened the affeCctions of the army to the royal perfon. 


Zoolfeccar Khan was fent to punith the zemindars about Kool- 
burga and Khankernee, and to efcort the imperial elephants and 
horfes to Aurungabad. ‘Terbeut Khan was difpatched with an army 
to retake Kundaneh, about three cofs from which the emperor now 
ereGted cantonments. Zoolfeccar Khan, after fettling the contribu- 


tions of Koolburga and other places, moved to Aurungabad, where 
he 





who had been raifed to the rank of fix t 
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he remained fome time, and difpatched Mogul Khan with treafure 
and fupplies to the imperial camp. Intelligence arriving that Neema : 
Sindia was plundering the pergunnah of Bertoo, five and twenty 
cofs from Aurungabad, though Zoolfeccar Khan had fent great part 
of his troops to efcort treafire to the royal camp, he did not wait 
for their return, but moved by forced marches, and the enemy fled 
as he approached. He did not give over the purfuit, but followed 
them to their baggage camp, to defend which they made a ftand, 
and were completely defeated, with the lof of feveral of their chiefs, 
and all their baggage and plunder fell into the hands of the victors, 
who returned in triumph to Aurungabad. ‘This was that body of the 
enemy who had laid wafte the province of Malwa as far as Seronje. 


Zoolfeccar Khan was again fummoned to the imperial prefence, 
but being taken ill, was obliged to delay his march for fome time, 
Upon his recovery he obeyed, and had an audience of the emperor 
at Bahadur Ghur, who had moved there to keep the Ramazan, 
Seyadut Khan, who had gone out to hunt with a fmall party from 
the camp, was made prifoner by a body of the enemy. The em- 
peror at this time was taken dangeroufly ill; upon which the prince 
Mahummud Azim Shaw was called with great hafte from Guzarat 


to the prefence. 


Zoolfeccar Khan with Terbeut Khan, meer atuth, _was fent 
with a confiderable army to retake Kundaneh 5 and raja Saooh, 
Sambah’s fon, who had been confined long in x pe 

as delivered over to his cuftody. Roy Bhan Bhoffela ta, 
SS eka , houfand, was alfo fent with 
er chiefs might be prevailed 


sorrel at by his means the oth 
ae om Zoolfeccar Khan entruited 


upon to fubmit and conclude a peace. 
BS guard over Raja Saooh to fyed Ghuzunfir Khan, The emperor 


that as diffentions had now broken out among: the 


gave inftructions, Mharattas, 
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letters fhould be written from Raja Saooh to invite them 
( ~ This was done, but without effect. Ten thoufand were 
ftruck off from the rank of fultan Kaum Bukhth, who had been 
guilty of fome undutiful behaviour. 
Detentre i 
Aurungzebe marched from Bahadur Ghur to Ahmednuggur, 
and on the route the enemy committed great infults on the line. 


_Hummeed ad Dien Khan was ordered to repulfe them; but he com- 


mitted the charge to his officers, who were foon defeated, and 
many of them taken prifoners. The enemy then charged the bag- 
gage, and earried off a vaft plunder; but when the emperor’s train 
came in fight, they, as if ftruck with awe at the tremendous pomp 
of majefty, retired and looked on quietly at a diftance, which was 
at this period the greateft good fortune. The royal camp halted 
under the walls of Ahmednuggur. Gopal Raow Chanderaowt, 
being much diftreffed in his. circumstances, deferted to the enemy. 


Dhunnah Jadoo, Neema Sindia, and Odooah Mulhar, with other 
Mharatta_ chiefs, furrounded the imperial camp at Ahmednuggur, 
but were bravely repulfed and obliged to fy by Khan Aulum, fon 
of Khan Zummaun. Zoolfeccar Khan reduced the fort of Kun- 
daneh, and the befieged capitulated through the mediation of Ram 


Sing Harrah, at whofe requeft they were allowed to depart in 
fafety. 


‘There are above an hundred fine wells in this fort. Munfoor Khan 
was appointed kelladaar, but proper ftores of provifions could not be 


{pared for its fapport 3 and this was the cafe with all the forts which . 


had been taken in Dekkan, where the long wars and continual depre- 
dations had rendered all the neceffaries of life exceedingly fcarce. 
The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw arrived from Guzarat at 
Ahmednuggur, and had an affecting meeting with the emperor. 

Sesh = Ibrahim 


Ibrahim Khan, fon of the late Alin 










from the government of Cafhmire and appoin 
of which the prince Bedar Bukht was ordered to 
his arrival, and punifh the rebel Anoomund, who, from be 
feller of drams, had practifed robbing, and by his fucceffes ra 
himfelf to the command of a large body of banditti, with whom hi 
had joined the Mharattas. This rebel, on the departure of Azim 
Shaw, finding Guzarat unprotected, had entered the province; 
where he defeated and. took -prifoner Nuzzer Ali Khan, the foje 
daur of Brodrah, a very wealthy town, inhabited by capital mer= 
chants and bankers, whom he plundered of an immenfe booty, and™ 
made a fecure retreat with his prize. 







Great bodies of banditti plundered at diferetion about Aurungabad, ‘ 
and the zemindars of Multan and ‘Datta rebelled; but were quelled by 
{ultan Moiz ad Dien, who on this occafion difplayed great gallantry 
and condué. Khan Aulum was fent to protect the province of Malwa, 
and Nijabut Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan were both ordered to drive 
the enemy from Aurungabad. Zoolfeccar Khan fent his baggage into 
Ahmednuggur, and moved by forced marches, but upon his arrival 
near Payen Ghaut, he learned that the enemy had fled another be 
tothe banks-of the Gung. Ghaziad Dien Khan had remained a 
this while inactive, only ten cofs from the enemy's camp. Zoolfeccar 
Khan ftill purfued them without remiffion, and at lait they crofled 
the Beemrah into their own diftricts; upon which, finding the 
country clear and the rains fetting in, he returned to the imperial 
camp. His troops in this purfuit fuffered every hardfhip from a + 
-of provifions and exceffive fatigue. He next marched ae 

fort of Moorje, upon which Dhunnah croffed ete 3 
ligence arrived, that Ponapah Pinderreh and Hindoo ae 
fled themfelves of the fort of Bilcondah, belonging to beeja- 


a alfo that the fort of Buf 
funt 


pore, and taken the kelladaar prifoner ; 
Vou. Il. R 
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; funt Ghur had fallen into th 
former to the imperial pot 


Daood Khan recovered the 
t Khan procured his releafe 


















from the enemy for f money, but he was rendered 
blind of the v s he had received. Zoolfeccar 
_ Khan e account of the rains, within twelve cofs of 


fy Ni Soe 


iftreffed for provifions that, his cavalry became 


: _ When Shaw Jehaun fent the fultan Dara Shekkoh againft Can= 

Y ‘dahar, he gave the foldiery two years’ pay in advance, and fent 
Sei two years of grain with the army. During his whole reign, the 

— afagle war of the rana was the only one that gave trouble. Aurung- 

; zebi ’s reign had been a continued war, and now, even in the royal 
camp at Ahmednuggur, notwithftanding the vicinity of the Kiftnah, 
{carce any proyifions could be obtained. 








Zoolfeccar Khan after the rains purfued Dhunnah, who fled to 









Phe Pinderrehs took Velore, which however was 
1. by Terbeut Khan. Sultan Mahummud Akber 









s year in Perfia. A great caravan, very rich, coming from 

__ Aurungabad wes totally plundered, and every thing carried off by a 

____ body of Mharattas, at only twelve cofs diftance from the imperial 
camp. 











1c Mahummud Kaum Bukhth was promoted, honoured 

, and appointed to the foubadary of Beejapore ; and at 
s from the gate of the palace. The twenty firft of the fame month, 
hidge, the prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was difpatched 
s Malwa. Rama’s widow, who had great power among 
wifhed to confine Hindoo Raow, but he took re- 
fuge 


aa = parting, the emperor, weeping, permitted him to beat the nobut~ 
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fage in the fort of Koorkul. Dhunnal 
and clofely befieged him ; upon which hi 
Zoolfeccar Khan, who croffed the Kiftnah, and, 
gage in the fort of Sundeo, marched againft Dhunni oe 
upon his approach, when Hindoo Raow took fhelter in 
country, and Zoolfeccar Khan then retreated. 


A few days after this the emperor was 
illnefs, which encreafed every hour, urming 
till on Friday, the twenty eighth of Zeckaud, in the fiftieth 
year and fecond month of his reign, he left this vain life of toil, 4 


for one of blifsful repofe.. 
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. oF 
AURUNGZEBE's SUCCESSORS 
——— 
ERADUT KHAN. 





To my liberal friends, the re 
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but little to their accommodation; efpecially as Era 
gives a much more fatisfactory account of tranfaétions than 
other writer of the fame period, whom I could have tranilate 


ag 


taken 
written by Sumfam — | Dowlah Shaw: 
minifter to Sullabut Jung, brother and pri in power 
= the prefent Nazim ©} 


Bis: 
fron 


& 


Perfian manuf P 
permitted me to make ufe of, 








APOLOGY. 


Meer Moobaric Oollah Eradut Khan Wazeh, was the fon of 
*Tfauk Khan, fon of Azim Khan. Both his grandfather and 
father were noblemen of high rank. The former was Meer 
Bukhfhi to the emperor Jehaungeer, and the latter held yarious 
offices of importance under Shaw Jehaun and Aulumgeer. He 
died foon after his appointment to the government of Oude. 
His title was alfo Eradut Khan. One of his fons (our author) 
had his title conferred upon him, and in the thirty third year 
of Aulumgeer was appointed fojedaur of Jagneh, and at other 
periods, of Aurungabad and Mando in Malwa. In the reign of 
Shaw Aulum he was governor of the Doab, and the intimate 
friend of Moazim Khan Vizier. He died in the time of Ferokh- 
fere. His abilities as a poet were great, and he left a volume 
of poems behind him. His fon was honoured by the title of 
Hofhedaur Khan, and afterwards with that of Eradut Khan, and 
the fojedaury of Doohiperayeah in the province of Malwa. In 
the fixth year of Mahummud Shaw, he attended Afoph Jah to 
Dekkan, and after the victory over Mubariz Khan was appoint- 
ed dewan of Dekkan, with the rank of four thoufand. He was 
afterwards governor of Koolburga, and died in the year 11 7s 
[A. D. 1744.] He had many fons, moft of whom died in his 
life time. His eldeft furviving fon, Hafiz Khan, fucceeded him 
in the government of Koolburga, which he held at the time 
Shaw-nowauz Khan wrote the Biography of the Amras. 


* Afterwards entitled Keffaiut Khan. 





TO 
WARREN HASTINGS, Bag 


STR, 


| > MIT me to dedicate this Tranflation to you, 
who fo amply patronized my attempts to make 


myfelf ufeful to my honourable employers, when in 
India. The diftinétion you were pleafed to confer upon, 
me, by an appointment in your family, and the favour 
of your friendfhip, I {hall ever regard as honours of 


which I may reafonably boaft: and I truft a time will 


i nine will 
come, when far more important pages than mu 


: : ith 
acquire merit with the mation, from being adorned wi 


the name of HASTINGS. 
Iam, SIR, 


Your moft obedient 


* And grateful humble fervant, 
‘ Lael DON, 


rath May, 1786. JONATHAN SCOTT. 
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16 20, a eas read meflage. 
, “ae 24, for Raujepoet, read Raujpoot. 
451, line 2, in the notes, for mizid, read muzjid. 
52 dine 10, for Bahadar, read Bahadur. 
54 line 2, for Soubadacy, read Soubadary. 
HT $3, in the notes, for Yemmum, read Yemmun. 


Be and 22, for Downan, and Dowran, read Dowraun, 
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HUS fayeth the 

events, an humble and i 

Oollah = Eradut Khan »wazeh, fon of ‘the 
tered in mercy, * Keffaiut Khan, writer of the ‘ Shek 
When I had finifhed the 7 *Kulmaut Aleeaut, ‘ite 
mind to draw up 2 concife relation ‘of what ev 


_ Hip to ears while ‘I was com 


* Anglicé, Bleffed of God. RT tue 
2 ‘The author's title of nobility, fignifying The REAP Lard. 
3 His poetical name, by which he chofe to fignify himfelf in p 


Clear. Faftern authors always ufe one. 

4 The Muflulmauns, when mentioning : adecaated | peron, 
is dead, ‘but fuch a one fheltered in mercy, received in 
fion, When mentioning 2 adeceated prince, they fay the p: 


5 Anglicé, The ferviceable. a 1s RO se rg , 


© The broken hand, generally ule 
This work Tnever could obtaihy 1 


7 Anglict, Sublime Difcourles.- y 
rid enquiry after it. an 
a 


A.C. 1715, 


ORIGINAL PREFACE. 


T have obfery elightfi 
eres me coe fcenes, and: the fociety 
ing at the ti j 
ater ans when reflected si the ee ae 4 
be me account, I write down: moft paffing a 
— sat Me or ruminate upon them, . 
st: sui a furprifing pleafure and aftonifh; 
xta popreyail in my mind. My Writings alfo fer ~oh 
menzorial to-my friends. le 


During t ‘peri 
Set es fhort period: of my age, which has this day 
“ at the fixty-fourth year, andthe 1126" of the hol 
yhera, {uch wonders of ti j 
$ ime, fuch aftonifhi ; 
the power of the Creator ‘of i I eo 
night and day i iciffi 
ar - ay in the vicifli- 
: em a affairs, the defttruction uf cuipires, t] 
eaths 0 ori i a 
th Many princes, the ruin of ancient: houfes and 
n “a: 7 
oble families, the fall of worthy men, and rife of tl 
va he 
worthy, have been: belield by me, as have not b 
mention i es 
- ed my hiiteey to Have occurred, in fach number 
or fucceflion, in a thoufand years, 


As, on ae of my office, and being engaged i 
thefe tranfactions, I have obtained a perfect ane € * 
the ounces of moft events, and what, to others ee. et 
Formation of muft be difficult, was planned wait executed 
in my fight; and as I was a fharer, as well as {pectator, 

4 of 
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of all the dangers and troubles, I have therefore recorded 


them. 


My intention, however, not being to compile a hiftory 


of kings, or a flowery work, but only to relate fuch events 


as happened within my own knowledge, I have therefore, 
bly to a difplay of learning in lofty phrafes and 


prefera 
yle, fuch as a friend, 


chofen a plain ft 
writing to a friend, would ufe for the purpofe of infor- 
Indeed, if propriety is confulted, . loftinefs of 
which, pure in itfelf, requires 

I hope, therefore, that my 
eins of impartiality from their 


pompous metaphors, 


mation. 
ftyle is unfit for plain truth, 
only a fimple delineation. 
readers will not loofen the r 
hands, nor. call my modefty, ignorance, 


mp (9) 


La Sly 9 


TO THE 


Bae Eo Dis eae ER, 


I will be neceffary to remember, that Auruneze ye 18 

fo) 

the fame perfon with Aulumgeer, He took the latter 
title on his acceffion to the throne, agreeable to the Cc 

uftom 


rn Pp. 3 y 
FINCES: who Ss fu 
of the ea{te ce alwa alume a hew one on 


It is ho 

wend = that the number of notes will not prov 
a » nor perplex the reader’s attention. Some ; 
» may a ivi ; ae 
nee i ppear trivial to thofe whofe local cle 
rs fuch affiftance, t a 
——— » to them, unneceffary; but, as 
r isc rati m 

$ comparatively very fmall with thofe who 


require it, th 
» the tranflator requefts the indulgence of the 


in compliment to the many few, 
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OF ost HE 


MOGUL E MePeipR. E, 


BY 


ERADUT KHAN WAZEH. 


——— 


SHALL begin my narration from the time of my removal from 
fortrefs of * Imtecauz Gur. For the 


duties of that office I had entertained numerous followers, a ° 
tenth of a tenth of whom, the fuddennefs of my recall rendered me 
incapable of payings but, as my life was yet to remain, I made 
my * efcape from among them in the beft manner I could, with 


my family. 


the command of the 


On account of my diftreffed circumftances, and the great diftance 
of-say late command from the Imperial camp, in order that I 
oftan. It is called 


(sin Dekkan, ot the fouthern part of Hind 
ho retook it foon 


* An important fortrel 
Oodneh by the Hindoos, and is now in poflefiion of the Mharattas, W 


after the death of the Emperor Aulumgeer- 2 ra 
> To be obliged to fly from their own troops, is frequently the cafe with the nobles 
of Hindoftan, on recall from office, oF other emergency, 4S they generally keep up 


more than they can pay with regularity. : 
B might 
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might take fome repofe, his majefty had conferred upon me the 
government of *Ahflunabad Koolburgah, where I remained one 
month; and then, leaving my deareft fon, *Huddaiut Oolla, as 
my deputy in that ftation, I proceeded with a few followers to the 
‘Stirrup. I had the honour of an audience in *Pargur, while his 
majefty was engaged in the reduétion of ‘Kundaneh, He fhewed 
me much favour, nor had any Change taken place in his efteem 
and regard towards me. I was ftationed, during the fiege, four 
cofs diftant from the camp, on the only road of communication then 
left, as I had been fuccefSfully employed on the like fervice, fince 
the commencement of the reduction of Dekkan, at ° Beejapore, 
“Hyderabad, and other places. Though the enemy now was very 
numerous, and plundered even to the fkirts of the camp, yet, by 
the divine affiftance, I maintained my poft with a very trifling force. 
For this fervice, Iwas honoured with much applaufe by his ma- 
jefty, and my reputation with the public became high. Additional 


rank was alfo conferred, as a reward, on my deareft fon, and other 
relations, at Koolburgah. 


* A city, formerly the capital of the Bhamence fovereigns of Dekkan, Ferifhta’s 
Hiftory of whom, and the fueceeding Dynafties, has been tranflated, and will one day 
be offered to the public, fhould their approbation await this attempt. 
little note, and in poffeffion of the Nizam. 

* Anglicé, dire&ted by God, 

* Meaning the emperor’s perfon, when travelling, 

* A fortrefs in Dekkin, 

> Another in ditto. f 

° Once the capital of the Adil Shawee Sultans of Dekkan, and celebrated. fox its 
magnificence. It was reduced by Aulumgecr, with all the dependencies, except what 
the famous Mharatta chief, Sewajece, who was a rebellious vaflal of this monarchy, 
had wrefted from it, It is now ruined, and in pofleffion of the Mharattas, Europeans 
have generally written it Vifiapour, but the Muffulmauns as above. 

7 This city was the capital of Golconda and Koottub Shawee fultans, the laft of 
whom was taken prifoner by Aulumgeer, and his kingdom reduced, It is now one 


ef the capitals of the Nizam, who is however obliged to fhare the revenues with the 
Mharattas. 


Tt is now of 


3 After 





| 
| 
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After the reduction of ' Kundaneh and * Raujegur, the emperor 
moved to another quarter. He had defired feverall of the principal 
nobility to accept the command of the latter, as it Was of impont= 
ance, and but newly conquered ; but it being a poft only ofrditii= 
culty, they had all requefted to be excufed. One evening therefore 
he fent for me, and my fon’ Moraud Khan, and when I had 
entered the prefence, faid, “I with to fend thee to Raujegur, art 
« thou willing to go?” I replied, that his flave was ready; upon 
which he gave me part of the coffee before him, and ordered a 
having drank it in the * Aubdar Khauneh, I fhould come back, ” 
receive my difmiffion. When 1 returned to the prefence, is 

i me his blefling, two hundred mhors, and one coin 
ne ao hundred ‘ mhors, with two horfes to me and my fon, 
aie my bretheren. Two hundred bullock loads of grain 
were alfo ordered with me; and the following day, after morning 

: ing leave, his majefty promifed that I 
prayer, I departed. At taking ; Filip ees 
{hould be relieved before the rainy feafon, then ai 


diftant. 


By the aufpices of the divine bleffing, arrived in oe eat 
ft ae in eight days, and remained there forty 5 during ae oe 
Botte and romantic fituation of the Pee nee a 

+ in pleafingly enthufiaftic contemplation. pe 


+ A fortrefs in Dekkan. 
2 Another in ditto. 


aetemclic?, object of defire. + ce or faltpetres 
* The sie in which water, fherbets, os x ae an as mars of fv 
; i re re 
en Col f this and greater weight, we . : there is one of 
s Golden pat ‘eciaiea aineas value, were alfo in ota awl 
-m now in the Britifh Mufeum, of which the eee, a Arabic Dictionary 
ee defeription, in his very learned work, the Per! sit y to mention, that every 
wery, % ite unnect ; 
© Victorious, It is, perhaps, not beet d frequently in the Hindoo _. 


proper name OF title of per! the Perfian, an 
Pp i Pp fons, in the Pe 
pr 5 > 


Silver coins, of fev 





MEMOIRS OF THE 


then fent to relieve me, and his majefty wrote with his own hand. 
on the firmaun of recall, that, agreeably to his promife, he com- 
manded me to the prefence; to which were added many gracious 
affurances of favour. I left Raujegur with the fame force I had 
come; but as it was a great diftance from the camp, and parties of 
the enemy were hovering abroad, at {everal places I was much 
preffed. On my arrival at the prefence, I was received with great 
fayour, 


Being now again in the fame fituation as when’ I quitted 
Imteeauz Gur, (for my jagheer had been ruined by various de- 
' predations,) I was much diftreffed in my affairs, when his 
majefty, who was informed of every thing public and private, 
fent * Ameer Khan to me with a meflage, importing, that, as 
diftrefs had invaded my affairs, I had better {eek a little repofe 
in fome fettled office, and that he would confer upon me the 
* Kelladaree and ’ Fojedaree of + Mandou, then held by * Nowazufh 


Khan, who, though an ameer of three thoufand, was unequal to 
the poft. 


My attachment and regard to his majefty were fo great, that, 
obferving his life verging to the clofe, I did not with to quit the 


is an epithet defcriptive of fome quality in them on whom it is conferred, or the donor 
fuppofes them to poffefS: but, of late years, titles of honour are become fo common, 
as to lofe their refpeét; and there are many victorious lords of Hindoftan, who never 
faw a battle, or drew a fword againft an enemy. ae 

* Noble, 

* Command ofa garrifon. 

® Military authority in a diftriét, under which are the criminal courts of juftice, 

* A very extenfive fortrefs in the province of Malwa, of which it was the capital 
under the Patan fovereigns. It is now mach decayed, and in pofleffion of the Mha- 
rattas. 

_ * Pofllefiing affability, 
: prefence, 


— 





of 
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prefence, fearful of never beholding him more, and therefore 
declined the offer; but, when my fon and the women of my family 
heard of the refufal, they became immerfed in guief, for the Soubah 
of Malwa was to them dear as their native place. The difappoint- 
ment of my fon was fuch, that he privately refolved to give up the 
fervice, and leave me; and my whole family were heartlefs and in 
defpair. At length, overcome by their fituation, and indeed they 
had juftice on their fide, I, in {pite of my own grief, faid to my 
fon, “ The power is in thy hands; I refign myfelf as a ranfom for 
‘© thy happinefs.” The foul of my life went the fame evening to 
Ameer Khan, and informed him of my acceptance of this office, 
As that minifter was pleafed with my confenting on many accounts, 
he reprefented it to the emperor the fame night, when the affair 
was fettled. Alas! how can I exprefs what paffed within my own 
breaft?. The following morning, at the ‘aifembly of juftice, his 
majefty beftowed upon mea horfe and * khelaut, and the fame upon 
my fon and grandfon. It was alfo allowed me, at my particular 
requeft, to come daily to pay my refpeéts at the prefence, till the 
grants of my new office could be prepared ; and though my pofts 
of } Meer Tozuk and * Darogah of the Dekkan cavalry were given. 
to others, yet, from his majefty’s gracious favor, I was permitted 
to exercife the duties of them till I left the camp. 


* Je was a cuftom of the Mogul emperors to fit daily once, for the purpofe of 
hearing and redreffing the complaints of the people, and often twice; but this noble 
ufage was difcontinued by the fucceffors of Aulumgeer, which tended greatly to lole 
tfenrthe refpect of their fubjedts. | E 
. ? An honorary drefS given always to perfons entering apt offi 
a fuperior to an inferior, as a mark of efteem. Itis varied, in 
and number of garments, according to the rank of the receiver. 

2 A marfhal, whofe bufinefs it is to preferve order in a procefiion, 
and to report abfentees. 

+ Superintendant, who examines the number of men and horfes, to.check falle 


roufters. On 


ice, and frequently by 
richnelS of materials, 


or line of march, 
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On the evening before my departure, the emperor opening the 
window of his fleeping apartment, called me to him, and faid, 
« Abfence now takes place between us, and our mecting again is 
* uncertain. Forgive, then, whatever willingly, or unwillingly, 
«I may have done againft thee, and pronounce the words, J 
<< forgive! three times, with fincerity of heart. As thou hatt 
 ferved me long, 1 alfo forgive thee whatever knowingly, or other- 
« wife, thou mayeft have done againft me.” Upon hearing thefe 
expreflions, my fobs became like a knot in my throat, fo that I 
had not power to fpeak. At lait, after his majefty had repeatedly 
preffed me, I made fhift to pronounce the words, I forgive! three 
times, interrupted by heavy fobs. He fhed many tears, repeated 
the words, and, after blefling me, ordered me to retire. Sorrow 
lay fo heavy upon my mind, that, upon my arrival at * Aurunga- 
bad, I was feized with a violent illnefs ; but, as my borrowed life 
was not yet required, the foul and body did not feparate. Until 
my arrival at Mandou, I was unable to move, without help, from 
my bed to my feat. My fon remained in the fort with me only 
one night, and then departed for his command at * Koterree 
Perrayeh. I remained one year immerfed in the fame grief and 
forrow. 


The prince Mahummud ? Bedar Bukht being appointed to the 
government of Malwa, I paid my refpects to him at *Oojein, In 


A confiderable city, founded by Aulumgeer before his acceffion to the throne, 
ear the celebrated fortrefs of Dowlutabad in Dekkan. He named it Khojefteh 
Boonniaud, or The Happy Manfion ; but the people called it Aurungabad, in com- 
pliment to his title of Aurungzebe, by which Aulumgeer was diftinguifhed before he 
feized the empire. 

2 A diftri& in Malwa. 

2 Signifying wakeful ftar, or propitious fortune. He was the eldeft fon of Azim Shaw. 

* Suppofed to be one of the oldeft cities in India, and is at prefent the capital of 


Malwa, and of Mahajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief. 
a fhort 
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a fhort time, fuch a friendfhip grew between us, that a greater 
between a prince and fubjeét cannot be conceived. He would not 
be an inftant without me: he would not cat of any thing, but he 
fent me part of it: he did nothing of importance without afking 
my advice, and confidered my opinion as religioufly decifive. In 
fhort, the particulars of his favour are beyond relation ; but, on 
this account, I became envied by all his dependants. 


Soon after this, the illuftrious prince Mahummud ' Azim Shaw, 
coming from Guzarat to vifit the emperor, pafled through Malwa, 
on his route to? Ahmednuggur. From the favour he had beheld 
me in with his father, my attention to himfelf, and the unbounded 
praifes of his fon Bedar Bukht, he behaved to me in fuch a gracious 
manner, as to relate would oceafion prolixity. When he had gone 
through Malwa, the government of Guzarat was conferred on 
Bedar Bukht, who departed for that province, and took me with 
him as far as the frontiers, beyond which I dared not pafs without 
leave from the emperor. How fhall I exprefs his manner of part- 
ing? He made me promife to write him weekly, and faid, that he 
would favour me as often with. letters under his own hand, in- 


cluding every important.ocourrence, in order to have-the benefit of © 


my advice for his conduét. This fort of correfpondence was kept 
up between us regularly, till the life of his majefty fhadow ' of 
God arrived at anend, I muft now. relate fome particulars of 
that important event*. 


The 


7 
* Signifying great king. He was the.third by birth, but fecond furviving fon oF 


Aulumgeer. 

> A confiderable city of Dekkan, once the capital of the Nizam Shawee fultans, 
reduced to the Mogul yoke under Shaw Jehaun, but now under the Mharattas. 

3 An epithet common to majefty, with all the orientals. 

* Te may not be amifs to infert here two letters written by Aulumgeer to 
Azim Shaw and Kaum Bukfh, afew days before his death, 


his fons, 


Ta 


AH rrr8. 
ALC. 1F07 « 
Feb. 21ft. 
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The emperor, a few days before his d i 
F is death, with a ftrictnefs 
command feldom to be enforced by mmioharalie at fuch a es, 


difpatched 


: To SHaw Azim Suaw. 
aes to thee! My heart is near thee, Oldage is arrived: weaknelS (ubdues 
» and ftrength has forfaken all my members. I came a ftranger into thi 
and 8 ftranger I depart. I know nothing of myfelf, what I am, and for _ Mn 
deftined. The inftant which pafied in power, hath left only peoy behind it " ie 
not been the guardian and prote&tor of the empire. My valuable time has far fea 
ace i in tera dwelling, (confcience,) but his glorious light was tine 
Aight. Life is not lafting; there is no veftige of de arted breath, a 
a ata are il The fever has left me, but nothing ‘f me Hietiits ‘ aaa: 
Gi : fon, (Raum Bukfh,) though gone towards Beejapore, is {till near; and 
‘ iy my fon; art yet nearer. “The worthy of efteem, Shaw Aulum, is far diftant ; 
Hiecttad aes Maiden) ne the orders of God, is arrived near indoftan. 
n rs, helplefs and alarmed, are, like myfelf, full iti 
stag he nash 5 yfelf, full of aMiction, reft- 
‘alee he quickfilver. Separated from their lord, they know not if they havea mafter 
y hiashenettias sate this world, and, “except the infirmities of man, carry nothing 
eter hie tees ‘or Hi falvation, and with what torments I may be punifhed. 
dieting, ae We dob on the mercies and bounty of God, yet, regarding my 
Seine cee ‘at me; but, when I am gone, reflection will not remain, 
Seca yy I have Jaunched my veffel to the waves. Though Providence 
Pee aie ‘4 TEE) regarding appearances, the endeavours of my fons are in- 
a y : nt. Give my laft prayers to my grandfon, (Bedar Bukht,) whom 
e, but the defire affects me. The Begum (his daughter) appears afflicted ; 


but God is the only jud i 
4 ge of hearts. The foolifh thoughts of i 
but difappointment. Farewell! farewell! farewell ! ace ak ama 


MY fon, neareft to my wee Rairas Ra ee of 

permifiion, I gave you advice, and oe viy iti you te ei is ee 
not the divine will, you did not attend with the ears of compliance : Now I te ha 
ftranger, and lament my own infignificance, what does it profit ev I tess iis 
me the fruits of my fins and imperfeétions. Surprizing Providence! I iti ie 
aloneyeany alone I depart. ‘The leader of this caravan hath deferted <7 Th “f Rr, 
syhicht troubled me for twelve days, has left me. Wherever I look, 1 fee sti Pine 
the Divinity. My fears for the camp and followers are great; but, alas! I aS not 
mylelf, My back is bent with weaknefs, and my feet have loft the powers of motion, 

7 The 
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difpatched the prince Azim Shaw towards Malwa, and Kaum Bukfh 
to his government of Beejapore. His reafon for this proceeding 
was, that no feuds might arife upon his death, in an enemy's 
country, between his fons, to endanger the repofe of his fubjects. 
Had the two princes remained together in the camp, fuch would 
have been the cafe, as occurred afterwards on the death of Shaw 
Aulum, whofe four fons were together in the camp, when, though 
not inan enemy’s country, the families, fortunes and honour of a 
would became plunged in the depth of ruin. 


Azim Shaw, though knowing the dangerous illnefs of his father, 
dared not difobey the orders of march. He departed from the 
camp, but his motions were flow and cautious; nor did the em- 
peror prefs him to expedition, after the three firft marches. He 


The breath which rofe, is gone, and left not even hope behind it. I have committed 
ous crimes, and know not with what punifhments T may be feized. Though 


numer 
the Protector of mankind will guard the camp, yet care is incumbent alfo on the 
s taken; and now lam gone, 


faithful, and my fons. When I was alive, no care was : 
the confequence may be gueffed. The guardianthip of a people is the truft by God 
committed to my fons. Azim Shaw isnear. Be cautious that none of the faithful are 
flain, or their miferies fall upon my head. I refign you, your mother and fon, to God, 
as I myfelf am going. The agonies of death come upon me fatt. Bahadur Shaw is 
{till where he was, and his fon is arrived near Hindoftan. Bedar Bukhe is inGuzarat. 
Hyaut al Niffa, who has beheld no affli@ions of time till now, 1s full of forrows, Re- 
‘ Odiporee, your mother, was a partner 1 my 
death; but every thing has its appointed time, 
deceitful, yet muft not be ill-treated. Tt is 
neceflary to gain your views by gentlenefs and art, Extend your feet no A a 
your fkirt. The complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. Dara Shekko i . 
of much judgment and good underftanding, fettled large peut cog Aa “4 es 
paid them ill, and they were ever sitcom Tam soi gait aiken pan: 
E si evas for your “ake it not ame fs nor rei abalte ns 

ine oe eam may not be demanded ch me Hereafter, No one has 
{een the departure of his own foul 5 but I {ee that minc Is departing: 

(¢; even 


he Begum as without concern. 


gard t 
es 0 + 
and wifhes to accompany me in 


Hinefs, : 
xe domettics and courtiers, however 





of thofe in humble life, fhed many tears. 
i : votions in company M he chief imperial fervants, as * Muttullub 
1 whicl s was frequently his cuftom,. yarideh Khan, por: Seiya and” others, ad a 
t ! iif eainent > Azim Shaw. ) 
and a few, though the 
prudently fubm he 
delayed to come in to offer their 
fon Cheen Koollich Kha and Mah ud 





‘His 


throne of empire 

on the nobility a 

affording fat fatisfa 

or two infianices of the wonde: 

of Providence. While he was 5 only « a 1 prince, m 

were attached to Azim Shaw , and a ofl | 


° ane on t r Itered, f 
e ; ; q | 
own conc 
great pai 


and that his elder brother; U 
er 


to oppole him, 


ail ; | 
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quifhing to him fuch a vaft empire as Hindoftan, without a ftrug-— 


gle, would fly for fafety to another clime. At the fame time, he 
openly declared his jealoufy of his own fon, Bedar Bukht, whofe 
favour with the late emperor had difpleafed him. He treated the 
old nobility with contempt, and would fay publicly, that they were 
not fit for his fervice. He removed Terbeut Khan, a veteran and 
loyal general, from his command of the artillery, in the moft in- 
fulting manner, without any notice, and conferred that important 
ftation on a young man of low rank among his creatures. In 
fhort, I cannot enumerate all the ill omens to the fortune of Azim 
Shaw, which proved the will of Providence to have decreed heaven 
beftowed empire to Shaw Aulum. He who prideth in himfelf is 
ruined. When the will of God hath decreed an event, all things 
aid the accomplifhment. 


Mahummud Kaum Bukth received intelligence of the emperor's 
death, on his third day’s march from Ahmednuggur, and was im- 
mediately deferted by Mahummud Ameen Khan, and all the Too- 
raunee Moguls, though they had been purpofely appointed for his 
protection, at this crifis, by Aulumgeer. In addition to this mif- 
fortune, 'Zoolfeccar Khan, his bittereft enemy, who had once 
confined him at the fiege of ‘Tinjee, lay in his route with a confi- 
derable army, fo that it was probable his perfon would be feized 
by this nobleman, in order to obtain the favour of the new empe- 
ror. Azim Shaw had difpatched orders to that effect; but Zool- 
feccar Khan, either from policy or compaffion, did not obey them, 
and Kaum Bukth arrived in fafety at Beejapore, which he was ai- 


* Anglicé, Lord of the deftroying weapon. This was the name of a fcymetar 
belonging to Ali, fon-in-law to the prophet. 
2 A celebrated fortrefs in the Carnatic, 


8 lowed 
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5 j 
lowed to keep, as his brother, being eager to quit Dekkan, did not 
endeavour to remove him. 


Azim Shaw now proceeded with the Imperial camp towards 
Agra, by regular ftages, as if the principal of a caravan, and taking 
the route of Toomree, quitted the broad and eafy road of Akber- 
pore, on his left; proving, by this imprudent ftep, that, when 
deftiny is unfavourable, man always doeth that which is wrong. 
The route of Toomree was hilly, full of woods, and, for many 
long {paces, void of water; fo that, during two days march, great 
numbers of men, women, children, and animals, perifhed through 
fatigue and thirft. It was remarked by numbers, at the time, that 
this foreboded evil to the fortune of Azim Shaw ; for he had rafhly 
neglected the example of his father Aulumgeer, who, when march- 
ing againft ‘ Dara Shekkoh, had chofen the route of Akberpore. 


I muft now return to the affairs of Bedar Bukht, whom it was 
my fortune to join. This prince, on the death of Aulumgeer, re- 
ceived orders from his father, Azim Shaw, to march immediately 
from Guzarat, and proceed towards Lahore, to prevent the advance 
of Shaw Aulum from Cabul. Bedar Bukht had the greateft and 
moft fincere affection for his grandfather, who equally loved him; 
and on that account the father and fon became jealous of each other. 
Upon receipt of the melancholy news, he was overwhelmed with 
real grief, which dwelt long upon his mind ; for, when I faw him 
afterwards at Oojein, he would frequently weep at recolleétion of 
histtofs. In obedience to the orders. of his father, he departed 
from Guzarat without delay, at the head of only three thoufand 
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Bedar Bukht did not remain in the palace of Oojein; but, after 
viewing the city, pitched his camp on the bank of the river, at 
about a cofs diftant. Here he was attended by ' Abdoollah Khan, 
the foubadar of Malwa, and continued one month and twenty days, 
expeéting the arrival of his father, when that rafh prince wrote 
him the following firmaun: 


«¢ Why have you not haftened on, nor funk the boats in the 
« = Suttulludge, to prevent the approach of the enemy? Though 
« he dare not face me, yet you have been guilty of high neglect.” 
Soon after my arrival in camp, the prince fent a * Nifhaun, 
with the, following words in his own hand, to my dear fon 
4 Huddaiut Oollah Khan, then Fojedaur of a diftrict of about two 


days journey from Oojein. 


« Your father, one of my moft efteemed dependants, attends 
« the ftirrup. Iam furprized that you have not as yet come to the 
«« prefence.” ¢ 


My fon, in reply, wrote to the prince, that he fhould fhortly 
feek the honour of an audience ; but privately to me, defiring that 
I would reprefent to his highnels, what refpect would not permit 
him to mention himfelf. This was, that though I had no force 
under me, yet my attendance and advice might be of ule ; but that 
he, unlefs at the head of troops, could do no fervice; that he_had 
then with him two thoufand veteran foldiers, all his followers for 
twenty years, who would accompany him without the limits of his 


* Slave of God. 
= One of the five great rivers between Cabul and Lahore. 


3 The letters of the emperor are ftyled firmauns, thofe of princes, nifhauns. 


4 Direéted by God, 
government. 
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‘over’ ent f thefe € d t 
government. Of thefe h ha fent a return to the prince who: 
) mm 


he would immediately attend, on the advance of 


s ate 5 
enable him to march; but without that th a month’s pay to 


ney muft be exeufed, 


His highnefs, in anfwer to this meflace, fai i 
ee Oollah this fum, or ee 5 ae oe 
tate; but, alas! fhould I call in fucha : . 
to me has been reprefented to my pn STS 
interefted perfons, he would inftantly, on the Fits cs ee a 
fon s troops, be convinced of my difloyalty, and arnt aoe 
from Shaw Aulum againft me. Write this 5 our fon » Tail 
fo; and he declined coming to the camp, wee ty me a 
apie words: “I refign you to the proteétion of a gracious 
God, fince I am prevented by my ill-fortune from faying m 
Fj duty in perfon. I wifh you could leave the party with Bue 
oon need wi pig ee to it prove unfavorable.” 
» the prudent caution, my dear for 
remained fecure from the enfuing troubles. 
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Bedar Bukht, agreeable to the orders of his father, moved 
towards Agra, and was joined from the prefence by Zoolfeccar 
Khan, Ram Sing Harrah, zemindar of *Koteh, and Dulput 
> Bonedela, alfo Amaun Oolla Khan, who were fent by Azim Shaw, 


* A principal zemindary in Malwa, now much circumfcribed by the Mharattas, 
ae allow the raja, a defcendant of Ram Sing’s, but a very {mall proportion of his 
lands. 

2 The Bonedela tribe of Rajapootes are the poffeffors of Bonedelcund, an extenlive 
tract, lying partly in the Agra, and partly in the province of Allahabad. Their proper 
chil the raja of Oorcha, defcended from Ber Sing Deo, the founder of the family 
importance, poffeffes but lite territory, far the greateft part having been wrefted from 
his houfe by Chutterfaul, one of a younger branch of the Bonedelas, whofe defendants 
now hold hiseftates jointly with the Mharattas, who have a third part of the Jands, and 
Produce of the diamond mines of Pirna, 

as 
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as much to guard the prince's motions as to affift him. —' Mcerza 


Raja Jey Sing, *Khan Aulum a Dekkan chief, with his brother 
+s Munnower Khan, and other officers, alfo joined from the prefence, 
with about fix thoufand horfe. 


The prince *Mahummud Azeem QOofhawn, who had, by 
Aulumgeer’s orders, left his government of Bengal to proceed to 


the prefence, had reached the vicinity of Agra, when he heard of 


the enrperor’s deceafe; upon which he marched to fecure that city 
for his father, Shaw Aulum. * Mukhtar Khan, the foubadar, 
who was attached to Azim Shaw, and father-in-law to Bedar 
Bukht, hoping to impede his progrefs, funk all the boats in the 
Jumna, and placed guards at the neareft fords. But, alas! what 
power hadffuch a vaflal to face the fon of his decreed fovereign? 
The prince moved higher up, and having crofled the river, took 
him prifoner ; but regarding his former fervices, and thofe of his 


2 Zemindar of a confiderable territory in the province of Ajmere, named Ambeer ; 
put fince this prince’s founding a new city called Jeypore, the rajafhip has alfo taken that 
name. Jeypore is reckoned the moft regular built city in Hindoftan; and Europeans, 
who have feen it, fpeak highly of its magnificence. Jey Sing was a great encourager of 
feience, and built feyeral obfervatories for aftronomical ftudies. He alfo ereé&ted a 
caravanferai and market in every province of Hindoftan, for the convenience of tra- 
yellers, at his own expence. ‘The prefent raja of Jeypore, his grand-nephew, poffeffes 
the city, but not much territory, part of which has been feized by vaffals of his family, 
and part by the Mharattas and Mogul chiefs, to both of whom he is tributary. Jeypore 
is the great mart for horfes from Perfia and the northern provinces of Hindoftan ; and 
the old citadel of Ambeer, clofe to it, is faid to contain vaft wealth Iaid up by Jey Sing. 
This will probably one day fall into the hands of the Mharattas, if they are not foon 
diverted from their operations in this part of India, by troubles in Dekkan, that fhall 
furnifh them employment nearer home. 

* Anglicé, Lord of the world. 
2 Enlightened lord 
* Anglicé, Of high dignity ; fecond fon of Shaw Aulum, the eldeft furviving fon 
of Aulumgcer. 
* Anglicé, Powerful lord, 
family, 
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family, did not offer him perfonal injuries. Tthad as yet been the 
ufage of the princes of this illuftrious houfe, though" nobleman 
according to his connections with one of them, appeared againft 
another in the field, that the victor did not put him to death) oF 
difgrace him. On the contrary, the fidelity and valour diplayel 
by him, in the caufe of a defeated rival, were fure recommendations 
to the conqueror’s favour. ‘The princes knew that the ftability of 
power and regulation of empire refted on the fupport of an expe- 
rienced nobility, and they would frequently obferve, “ that their 
“ enmity was not to the throne; for whenever a prince became 
“< fixed upon it, they were faithful fubjeéts. If then we deftroy 
“ them, through whom can we adminifter the government.” By 
this wife policy of the Imperial family, the rules and order of the 
extenfive empire of Hindoftan remained uninjured by the quarrels 
of the princes. —But to return to my fubject, 


When Mahummud Bedar Bukht approached the banks of the 
*Chumbul, and Azim Shaw arrived near *Gualiar, Azeem Oofhawn 
detached a confiderable body from Agra, under ’ Motufhum Khan, 
to guard the fords. Bedar Bukht was fond of enterprize, jealous’ 
of his honour, and of high mind tempered with prudence, A 
rivalfhip for glory had always fubfifted between him and his father, 
Azim Shaw, who was of rafh courage, and never looked beyond 
the prefent in his conduét, Like the + whifker-twifting vaunters: 


+ A river in the province of Agra. 

2 One of the moft celebrated fortreffes of Hindoftan, an elegant plate of which, 
with the account of its capture by a detachment under colonel Popham, in 1780, has 
been given to the public by major Rennell; but another, on a larger Seale, with a 
more minute defcription of the place, is now preparing by the ingenious Mr,W. Hodges, 
well known for his drawings under Captain Cook, and for his views of places in India, 
taken by himfelf on the {pot. : 

3 Dignified. 

+ The twilt of the whifkers in India, and the outragegus cock of the hat inEngland,. 
are alike characteriftic. 

of 
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of Hindoftan, if his fon made any delay on his march, he would 
jeft and fneer, attributing it to cowardice, and dread of the enemy. 
On this account, Bedar Buhkt refolved to crofs the Chumbul im- 
mediately, and attack the pofts of Motufhum Khan; but this 
proceeding was ftrongly oppofed by Zoolfeccar Khan, an experi- 
enced general of approved conduct ; upon which a f{trange conten- 
tion took place, which is worthy of relation. 


A number of low-minded perfons, vain and imprudent, fuch as 
are too frequently the favorites of princes, who thought themfelves 
capable antagonifts for the nobility of Azeem Ofhawn, regarding 


» this as a fit opportunity to fhew their loyalty and attachment, in- 


terfered in the conduét of affairs. As Zoolfeccar Khan, in the 
opinion offome, was fufpected of treachery, they feized this occa- 
fion to perfuade the prince that he correfponded with Shaw Aulum, 
and wifhed to delay engaging till his approach, in order to com- 
plete his defigns of defertion to his caufe. God only knows the 
heart, and perhaps it might have been fo; but, in the eye of un- 
derftanding, good policy alone feemed to influence his conduct in 
this affair. 


When he was informed that the prince had refolved on crofling 
the river the next morning, he repeatedly reprefented, through the 
proper officers, that fuch a ftep was by no means advifeable at the 
prefent crifis; but the prince refufed to take his opinion. Upon 
this, Zoolfeccar Khan went himfelf to. his highnefs’s tents, and 
requefted an audience, fetting forth, that he had affairs of import- 
ance to communicate ; but the prince would not admit him, and 
fent word, that nightly council was unlucky, therefore he muft 
wait till the morning. I had heard of Zoolfeccar Khan's advice 
during the day, and of the prince’s diffent, but knew not what had 
paffed at night; for I made it a rule never to go to his councils, 

unlefs 
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unlefs called upon; and his highnefs had never failed, till now, to 


oe io e apes a Thad been this day to vifit Zool- 
feccar Ie queft, but not a word on the affair 
in debate pafled between us. Some envious perfons, how: 

this occafion to perfuade the prince, that I was a arn a 
general ; and, notwithftanding his conviétion of my fel iis 
highnefs, in his prefent humour, believed them. Hence it =a 
the ancients obferved, ‘ We fhould never rely on the _—— of 
““ princes; for when their minds are difgufted, though without 


ce caufe, a thoufand years of confidence may be deftroyed in one 
“ inftant of fufpicion,” 


The day following, fuddenly, before morning prayer, #the march 
ee battle was founded, and the prince, completely armed, mounted 
the elephant which he always rode in the day of aétion. I was at 
my devotions, when I heard the drums; but dreffing myflf in 
hafte and aftonifhment, I fpeeded to attend him. He had moved 
fome diftance from the tents before Icameup. I found him, with 
an angry countenance, and contemptuous exclamation, uttering 
reproachful terms of Zoolfeccar Khan, as deceiver, traitor, falfé 
wretch, and the like, to fome fervile attendants round his elephant ; 
but, on perceiving me, he became filent, and looked more dif- 
pleafed. According ta cuftom, I alighted from my horfe to make 
my obeifance, of which he took no notice, nor fpoke, nor fmiled 
upon me as he was wont to do, but turned his head another way. 
Though much hurt at this flight, I took my ftation as ufual on 
his right hand, clofe to the ear of his elephant, and ruminated on 
the change in his behaviour, while my enemies, who during the 
night had formed this ' telifm, were rejoicing all around at my 
diftrefS. Though his highnefS did not fpeak to them after my 


Charm, or talifman. 
arrival, 
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arrival, yet I judged, by their exulting, and winking to one 
another, that fomewhat highly pleafing to them had happened. 


& 

Juft then, Zoolfeccar Khan fent an officer to requeft I would 
attend him; for he hoped that, at my defire, the prince would 
alter his intention of pafling the river. I informed his highnefs of 
the officer's coming, for I never vifited any of the nobility without 
permiffion. Upon this, he angrily exclaimed, “ Go! * Your 
« quiver alfo hangs at his belt!” I then defired the officer to 
return, and tell what he had heard, as I could not go; but the 
prince, with a furious afpect, cried out, “ Be gone! Why don't 
«¢ you go to your friend?” At beholding this, a giddinefS feized 
my brain, and 1 became diftracted ; for I never expected fuch 
words from him, whofe favour I thought fincere, and prided my- 
felf on deferving, by my fidelity. I became raging, rafh, and im- 
petuous, and faid, “© What bufinefS can I, the humbleft of the 
«« humble, have with nobles of Zoolfeccar’s exalted rank? He 
« was the firtt general of your grandfather 5 but your father has 
« now detached him under your command, and certainly the 
< power is at prefent in your hands, to treat-him as you pleafe.” 
His highnefs, upon this, more angrily than ever, exclaimed, 
«« Surely the emperor hath not made you my tutor!” What 

fhall { fay? Heaven and earth feemed to.fall at once upon my 
fhoulders, and I withed to die that inftant ; but thefe words invo- 


— iuntarily flipped from my tongue : « What is my ability, to be- 


«< come tutor to a prince like your highnefs ? Yet, fhould the traft 
4< be offered me, I would rather fly from fociety with a fhorn head, 
«« than accept it.”° To this he made no reply, and I quitted his 


perfon without ceremony. 


* An idiomatical expreffion, fignifying that he was attached to his party. 


2 Thad 
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Thad not gone far, when the generous, forbeaving, patient and 
benevolent prince, cherifher of his friends, fent to me the *daroga 
of his khowaus, to fay, as from himfelf, “ What troublefome 
« dreams hath my friend feen, to diforder his imagination, and 
« make him rave? Know you not, that {pies have prejudiced’ my 
father againft you, as my advifer? Therefore, as much con-= 
tention paffed laft night, between me and Zoolfeccar Khan, and’ 
I have jutt now infulted that deceitful traitor, I fpoke angrily to 
you alfo, to remove fufpicion of my treatment of him proceeding 
from your counfel, not fuppofing you could mifapprehend me.” 
Upon this, I ftopped till the prince came up, when he called me 
to him, and fmiling, whifpered in my ear, “ T have beheld your 
«« deep penetration.” I replied, “ I did not expect fuch expreffions 
« from your highnefs.” He anfwered, ‘ I alfo wifhed to’ try 
« your patience, my friend, who pretend to fo much prudence, 
« with fuch heat and paflion.” Having faid this, he took from 
his neck a large cornelian of *Yemmun, on which were engraved’ 
fome prayers in a beautiful charaéter, and giving it to me, faid 
aloud, “ Admire this graving !” at the fame time nodding that £ 
fhould keep it; but 1 returned it, fignifying privately, that the 
gift was improper before fo many envious witnefles. At length,. 
my late exulting and mean-fpirited enemies, feeing me again in. 
favour, retired to a diftance, and left me to converfe with his high- 
nels; who then faid, «* Surely you muft have forgotten what my 
you, three days fince, and my, 


‘ 


© 


« 


« 


G 


« father wrote to me, concerning 
« anfwer to his majefty !”. That affair I will relate. 


The prince had three days before received a firmaun under his 
fither’s own hand, and I went with him to meet it, agreeable to. 
cuftom. About midnight, he fent for me again, and carried me 
* Arabia Felix 


* Overfeer of domestic attendants. p 
into 
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into the fleeping apartment of his ‘mahal, where he had been 
fitting with the mother of * Bedar Dil, who retired as I came in, to 
another chamber. He gave me the firmaun, and defired me to read 
it. In it was written, in Azim Shaw’s own hand, the following 
fentence : “« You are day and night confulting with Eradut Khan ; 
or with to know for what purpofe!” When I had returned the 
paper, his highnefs afked what was fit to write in anfwer. 


I replied, “I am your fervant. Difmifs me for the prefent 
ss and when my duty is requifite, I will inftantly return.” He 
exclaimed, * You muft not leave me; but fome anfwer mutt be 
“* written. I will attempt one; but you muft alfo compofe 
** another, and we will fend that we both approve.” He then gave 
me pen, ink and paper, from his ftandifh, and feated me at a lamp. 
He wrote, and I wrote. When we had finifhed, it appeared, on 
comparifon, that we had both written the fame, almoft without 
the difference of a word, as follows : 
< It muft be remembered in the facred mind, that your majefty, 
«in pafling through Malwa to the prefence of the ’ Shadow of 
God, faid to your flave, Eradut Khan is our houfthold fervant, 
truly loyal, wife and experienced. I give him to you, that, when 
important affairs Jball come in agitation, you may confidt with him. 
Health to your majefty! What crifis of affairs can be more im- 
portant than the prefent? According to the orders founded in 
‘benevolence, I do confult with him daily, on all affairs public 
and private. I know not what fufpicions thofe admitted to the 
<« prefence may have formed of this faithful fervant, but, were 
“¢ they communicated to me, I could remove them to the fatisfac- 
“© tion of your majefty.” 


«ce 
“ 
“ 
“ee 
“ec 
“e 
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* The ladies apartments, ? His fon; Anglicé, Vigilant mind. 3 The 
emperor Aulumgeer, f 


The 


MOGUL EMPIRE. 


The prince applauded me much, and faid) ‘with this able 
judgement and the fimilarity of our difpofitions, how can 1 
« avoid giving you my efteem?” But to be fincere im this affair, 
jultice was on the fide of Azim Shaw ; for Bedar Bukht was rival 


“ 





to his father, and waited opportunity to dethrone him. As for 
me, I was never in the fervice of Azim Shaw, nor had ever made 
him profeffions of duty, being wholly devoted to his fon. 


Being alone with hinvone night, he faddenly threw his arms 
about my neck, and holding down his head upon my breaft, faid, 
“ Tf a fovereign dnd parent {eeks the life of a fon, and that fon is 
© truly informed of his intention, how fhould he act in felf- 
« defence ? Haye you a precedent for Rtas 


T replied, “ Such a queftion is unneceflary. The behaviour of 
your * grandfather to his father is a fufficient precedent ; and 
© fovereigns are forced to expedients which are not juftifiable in 


© other men.” 


Converfation of this fort often paffed between Us; and one 
evening he afked me, how he might gain an opportunaly of feizing 
his father. I replied, “« An opportunity will offer thus : When 
« he has gained the victory over Shaw Aulum, you will be the 
« firt to congratulate him. The troops will then be feparated 
« }yere and there in fearch of plunder, or looking after the dead 
« and wounded ; and, as the tents will not be ready, your father 
s will be only under a* fhaumianeh, {urrounded by a few? kanauts. 


» Alluding to Aulumgeer’s dethronement of Shaw Jehaun. % 

2 A canopy of cotton cloth. A 

3 Walls of cotton cloth, which are always pitched round the tents of all es 
afford them. The principal chiefs have them, enclofing ground of a a te 
round theirs. They have avery fplendid appearance. Bernier gives 2 goo! 
tion of a Mogul camp, to which the curious may refer. 
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« You will be admitted to audience, attended by fuch of your fol- 
« Jowers as may have deferved notice in the a€tion by their gallant 
« condué; and, at fuch a time, they will be allowed their arms. 
€ Jt is probable your father will not have many perfons with him 
« between the kanauts. Then is your time.” ‘The prince eagerly 
exclaimed, “‘ You have fpoken well! Dare you, at fuch a time, 
« trike the blow ?” 


a 


I replied, that though the a&t was eafy, yet a facred oath refted 
ypon our family never to fhed the blood of a prince unlefs by 
chance in battle, if engaged in the caufe of a rival, when it would 
be excufable. Ithen faid, “ Your other opportunity will be thus : 
« fhould the enemy fly, an army will be fent in purfuit, and pro- 
« bably under your command, while your father, fetting his mind 
« at eafe, will be employed, without fufpicion, in pleafure and 
“ yejoicing. You may return fuddenly upon him, and gain your 
« wifhes. Should this opportunity not occur, as you are his eldeft 
« {on and have feen much fervice, he will certainly appoint you to 
« the government of Dekkan, You will have then a powerful 
“ army at your difpofal. As your father’s behaviour is difguftful 
« to the people, and many of the courtiers diflike him, they will 
«: aid your pretenfions. Ufe open force, and try for whom God 
« will decide.” : 


Bedar Bukht, having croffed the Chumbul at an unobferved 
ford, the troops of Azeem Oofhaun, who were ftationed on the 
banks of the river in another quarter, left their artillery in the 
various pofts, and fled to Agra, happy to fave their lives. Zool- 
feccar, who had advifed the prince to remain on the other fide, 
feeing he had crofled, now came up reluctantly, and congratulated 
him on the fuccefs of his march. This fubmiffion pleafing his 
highnefs, he refolved on the morrow to honour him with a vifit, 

7 in 
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in order to atone for his late behaviour, Zoolfeccar Khan, 


hearing of his intention, fent a meflage to me, defiring that I 
would perfuade him to lay it afide, as his highnels’s vilit-would 
occafion various reports, and the caufe be inferted in the intelligence 
of the {pies, with remarks that would injure the prince and him#el£ 
in the opinion of Azim Shaw. 


I was preparing to execute the commiflion; but before I could 
leave my tent, Zoolfeccar Khan pafled by, having refolved to go 
himfelf to the prince. Begging pardon for his boldnefs, he pre- 
fented a ‘garland of flowers to his highnefs, who, foftened with 
his humility, fhewed him more favour than was confiftent with his 
own dignity. It was a rule of Aulumgeer’s, never to fhew fuch 
condefcenfion to the nobility, as to make them think themfelves 
too neceflary to him, but he conducted himifelf fo as to be held in 
refpectful veneration by thofe even neareft his perfon. Certain it 
is, that too much humility in a fovereign lofes him: the objeét for 
which it is affumed. The prince, having honoured him with, the 
robe he had on, and a rich * firpeach of jewels, difmiffed him with 
numerous profeffions of kindnefs. 


Zoolfeccar Khan the fame evening made another vifit, when I 
only was fitting with the prince, and thus began to offer his advice: 
« Since your highnefs has croffed the river, as the prince Azeem 
« Qofhaun is near, it is proper to march towards him immediately, 
« Jeft your father fhould conceive evil fufpicions, or the army 


+ Garlands made of the chumbeely, a fort of double jafinine, are always introduced 
with the betel at entertainments, and prefented to the guefts ; alfo taflels of the fame 
for the turban, and fometimes leaves of gold and filver foils, are interwoven with the 
flowers. 

* The firpeach is a jewel for the turban. A kulghee, or egret, is generally worn 
with it. 
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« fuppofe that you fear to engage him.” The prince did not 
anfwer him, but nodding to me, faid, Have you heard what he 


«© obferved?” replied, “ Yes; and heis an experienced general 


« and faithful fervant ; yet there are fome points to be confidered. 
« Though engaging Azeem Oofhaun is no hazardous enterprize, 
« yet he is alfo a prince; and if, now your highnefs has crofled 
« the river to meet him, he does not march this way, the reproach 
« of delay will reft on him. Let us confider alfo who is neareft to 
« ys, Azim Shaw, or Shaw Aulum. If the former, let us march: 
« yet Azeem Oofhaun, if defeated, has the city of Agra for a re- 
« fuge, to reduce which muft require fome days. His father may 
« alfo arrive with his vaft army, faid to be an hundred thoufand 
« horfe, and he has already with him thirty thoufand. If Zool- 
“ feccar Khan judges he can, without the aid of your father, 
“« engage thefe two armies, and a prince of Shaw Aulum’s expe- 
« yience and valour, what can we dread? Let us march.” Zool- 
feccar Khan, in reply to this, only faid, as was his manner when 
pleafed, « Good! good! good! He hath fpoken well.” 


Some days after this, Azim Shaw approaching near, Bedar Bukht 
moved a cofs in front, the fpot he was upon being chofen for his 
father’s tents ; and the morning of his arrival, went two cofs from 
the camp to meet him. Azim Shaw loved him as a fon, though, 
from the attention fhewn him by Aulumgeer, he had regarded him 
asa tival. When he now beheld him, after long abfence, paternal 
fondnefs for the inftant overcame his jealoufy, and he received him 
with ftrong marks of affcétion, conferring upon him a princely 
khelaut, with the ‘chaurkub, a {word fet with jewels, elephants 
and horfes. The prince, after the interview, afked me if I would 
not pay my refpects to his father: to which I replied, that I did 


» An upper robe, never conferred but on princes of the royal family, the vizier of 


the empire, and Ameer al Amra, 
5 not 
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not with it, having no defire to engage his notice, or embrace his 
fervice ; but, upon his obferving that my declining it would occa- 
fion much fafpicion, I confented, and was introduced, Azim» Shaw 
upon feeing me, faid, “‘ Are you alfo come?” I replied} ae 
“ but without orders. I left my ftation, though far diftant from 
“ the route of your majefty. Who elfe has done fo?” He con= 


ferred the ufual khelaut upon me, and gaye orders for my being 
employed. 


Empire having been decreed to Shaw Aulum, from the agency 
of deftiny, fuch vanity took poffeffion of the mind of Azim Shaw, 
that he was convinced his brother, though fupported by the 
myriads of ' Toor and Sullum, durft not mect him in the field. 
Hence, thofe who brought intelligence of his approach he would 
abufe as fools and cowards, fo that no one cared to {peak the truth 5, 
as was formerly the cafe with the emperor ~ Humaioon, during the 
rebellion of the Afghan Shere Shaw. Even his chief officers feared 
to difclofe intelligence; fo that he was ignorant of the fuccefsful 
progrefs of his rival. 


At length Shaw Aulum. having reached.’ Muttra, fent bya cele= 
brated dirveth the following meffuage to Azim Shaw. ‘“ By the 
«« divine aufpices, we inherit from» our anceftors am extenfive 
empire, comprehending many kingdoms. It will be juft and 
clorious not to draw the {word againft each other, nor confent. 


‘ 


« 


» Vaft armies, mentioned in the Koraun. 

Dow’s Hiftory. 

uch venerated by the Hindoos, it being 
very rich temples in its 
deo raja of Oorcha, 





2 Father of Akber. Sce his reign 
3 A city about eighteen cofs N. of A 
the birth-place of their god Kifhen. Th 
put one, more celebrated than the reft, and erected by B ’ 
coft thirty-fix lacks of rupees. It was razed by Aulumgeery who built armolgas on 
the fite with the materials. Muttra, however, has fill many tempics, which a 
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*‘ to fhed the blood of the faithful. Let us equally divide the 
** empire between us. Though Iam the elder, I will leave the 
* choice in your power.” Azim Shaw, vain-glorious and haughty, 
replied, that he would anfwer his brother on the morrow in the 
field, and upon this, the meflenger departed. Azim Shaw marched 
the next morning, and encamped between Iajoo and Agra, on a 
barren plain void of water, fo that the army was much diftrefled. 
Intelligence arrived during this day, that Shaw Aulum was 
encamped feven cofs diftant, and intended moving on the morrow, 
but to what quarter was not known, 


T have already mentioned, that my defign is not to write the 
hiftory of kings, but of myfelf, and what Ihave feen. Accord- 
ingly, of the battle between the brothers, I fhall only relate fuch 
circumftances as I was an eye-witnefs of. 


Sanday, sine The morning dawned; but what a dawn! Darting fire, and 


Dee alawal, tinged with blood; of whofe horrors the laft day can only prove an 
SSO eter. pec . 5 3 : 

aS@larer: imitation. Call it not morning; it was the day of judgment! 
' Call it not dawn; it was the evening of death! Call it not day, 


but the gloomy eve of the woes of time! 


Mahummud Bedar Bukht, who commanded the advanced corps 
of the army, having given the neceflary orders, began his march. 
He was mounted upon his favorite elephant, and his moft valued 
attendants were near his perfon. Zoolfeccar Khan with the two 
Raujepoet chiefs, Ram Sing and Dulput Roy, alfo Amaun Oollah 
Khan, followed them, inclined fomewhat to the left of the prince. 

_ The main body of the army marched next, in the center of which 
*. yode Azim Shaw, furrounded by his courtiers and a numerous 
band of Mogul, Afghan and Hindoftanee 'munfubdaurs, of 


* Anglict, Holding rank, Pesfons of family, but without titles of nobility. 
- approved 
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° 


approved valour. We had not- as yet learned the pofition of the 
enemy, or what was the defign of Shaw Aulume 


Mahummud Bedar Bukht had reached a village, near which was 
a {tream of clear water; and fome wells were alfo round about its 
The troops at this time were much {eparated, and every chief, inat= 
tentive to order, moved as he chofe. Seeing which, I reprefented 
to the prince, that the main body was far behind ; that the country 
in his front was deftitute of water for fome miles, and the day pro- 
mifed to be diftreffingly hot. Without order, without intelligence 
of the enemy’s motions, where would he haften? I remarked the 
feattered march of his followers ; Zoolfeccar Khan obliqued fo far 
to the left as fearcely to be vifible, and other chiefs equally diftant 
in every quarter. I obferved, that, if he halted here till fome news 
arrived of the enemy, there was fufficient water to refrefh the 
troops, the artillery would come up, the emperor have time to 
join, and order be reftored in the line; alfo that, fhould the enemy 
advance upon him, he would have the advantage of good ground 
and plenty of water. He replied, “ Your advice is juft. Go, and 
‘© inform my father I fhall follow it.” : 


It happened alfo, that Shaw Aulum had no advice of the route 
.of our army; and, as there was but little water where he was 
encamped, he had this morning difpatched his main body under 
*Monauim Khan, while he, with his fons and perfonal attendants, 
hunted along the bank of the Jumna. His * peefhkhaneh, with the 
ufual efcort under > Rooftum-dil Khan, was coming on in front of 
the army, in the fame route as our line. 


* Angelic’, Fortunate. He was chief minifter to Shaw Aulum, 

2 Anglic&, Advanced houfe, The Hindoftanee chiefs have always two fets of 
tents, &c. one of which is always difpatched, in front of the army, to the next ground 
of encampment, and pitched for their reception. 

2 Anglicé, Of heart like Rooftum, the celebrated champion of Firdofi’s Shaw— 
nammeh, or Hiftory of Perfian Kings, 


Upon 
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Upon the delivery of my meflage to Azim Shaw, he replied, 
« Jt js very well. Go, and inform my fon Tam coming up.” I 
returned to the promifed place of halt; but what did I behold ! 
The prince had marched on, and left the village unguarded. I 
{peeded after him, and, upon gaining the line, faw a joyful fcene 
of congratulation on victory. When the prince faw me, he eagerly 
exclaimed, ‘* I congratulate you on victory!” I replied, ‘© How 
« comes victory, without a battle ?” Upon which his highnefs, 
turning to a courier, faid, ‘¢ Tell Eradut Khan what you have fen.” 
This foolifh wretch then affirmed, that he had feen the ‘ Sewarree 
elephant of Shaw Aulum, without a rider, and with but few at- 
tendants, running off towards Agra. The prince then faid, that 
our left wing had defeated the enemy, and taken all their baggage. 
The caufe of this imaginary victory was thus: The advanced 
baggage of Shaw Aulum falling in with our left wing, was at- 
tacked, and, the efcort being fall, foon taken. The elephant feen 
running away, belonged to Rooftum-dil Khan, who commanded 
the efcort. 


The prince, however, now ordered 7me to go and inform his 
father of the victory, fuppofing that my being the bearer of good 
news would give me favour in his mind. I declined going, and 
obferved, that I could not carry intelligence fo very ridiculous and 
groundlefs ; upon which the prince was angry, and exclaimed, 
“« What do you mean?” I replied, “ Let us reafon on the fub- 
« je€&t. Is not Shaw Aulum the fon of Aulumgeer, and claimant 
« of the throne? Has he not advanced from Cabul to Agra, with 
« four fons, valiant like himfelf, and a great army ? Can then any 
* perfon of judgment even fuppofe, that he fhould bafely fly 
« without a battle, or even having feen his enemy? What dread 


* That on which he ufually rode: 
« can 
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«can have feized him, who was a valiant leader in the wars of 
« Dekkan, againft ‘Samba, * Sunta, and ? Dhunnae Accidents 
« will happen to the baggage of armies, and this boalted viétory 
«is no more, Your troops have plundered his advanced’ tents; 
<¢ but woe to thofe who have been thus employed! If impoweante 
“ fervice fhould now offer, they will be ufelefs, confufed as they 
« are, and encumbered with fpoil.” To thefe remarks the prince 
angrily exclaimed, ‘ You are always apprehenfive, and foreboding 
« ql!” He then ordered Cafim, the *darogah of his divan, to 
carry the intelligence of victory to Azim Shaw. 


Scarce half an hour after this had elapfed, when a great duft 
arofe upon our right. Upon this, I faid to the prince, ‘ Behold 
« the confequence of our victory, and the flight of Shaw Aulum! 
« Yon cloud precedes at leaft fifty thoufand horfe.” Jult as 1 
had concluded, another duft arofe, which certified a fecond body 
of troops approaching. I defired his highnefs to prepare for aétion, 
while yet the enemy was at fome diftance. He then faid, “ Will 
« you now go, and inform my father of the enemy’s approach ?” 
To this I replied, “© Though I wifh not to quit your highnefs’s 
« perfon, yet, as I am ordered, I muft obey ;” and, having faid 
this, I rode off with fpeed towards Azim Shaw. On my way, I 
beheld ftrange diferder. Amaun Oollah Khan, a reputed good 
officer, who aéted as sherauwul to the prince 6 Wallajah, I met 
with only two or three hundred ftraggling horfe. Azim Shaw was 


+ *°Son to the celebrated Mharatta chief Sewajee, whom he fucceeded; but was taken 
prifoner, and put to death by Aulumgeer. i 

* Another fon of Sewajec. 

3 A famous Mharatta chief. 

* Superintendant of the hall of audience. 

5 Leader of the advanced corps. 

© Anglict, OF high rank. He was younger fon to Azim Shaw. 


F a cofs 
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~acofs and a half farther in the rear, and his troops become f{epe- 


rated into three divifions, fo that I could not eafily diftinguifh the 
royal poft; for the train of artillery had been left in Dekkan, and 
the ftandard elephants were out of their ftations, fo.that there was 
nothing to mark the emperor from a diftance. When Terbeut 
Khan was removed from the, command of the artillery, and his 
fucceffor applied for orders concerping it to Azim Shaw, he was 
much enraged, and paffionately exclaimed, “ Do men think that I 
« will ufe cannon againft a ‘breeder of cattle? I will not even 
« draw the fword, but bruife his head with a ftaff.” 


At length I perceived the imperial *umbrella, and haftened to- 
wards it. Some of the courtiers, who always firft received intelli- 
gence, that they might accommodate it to the humour of their 
mafter, demanded my bufinefs; but, not liftening to fuch weak 
flatterers, I rode on. When Azim Shaw faw me, he made a fignal 
for me to advance ; but, fuch was the crowd, I had fcarce ability 
to puth through it. At length, having come near to his 'travelling 


‘throne, I alighted from my horfe, and faid, “« The prince informs 


<< your majefty of the enemy’s near approach.” What fhall I fay? 
Azim Shaw, ftarting as if ftung by a fcorpion, with furious looks, 
eyes rolling, and, as was his cuftom when angry, pulling up his 
fleeve, exclaimed, ‘‘ Comes an enemy to me!” Being vexed at 
his manner, I replied, ‘“ So it appears.” He then called aloud for 
his war elephant, and, in a frantic manner whirling a * crooked 


» Alluding to the bullocks ufed for the draft of the artillery, univerfal in Hindoftan. 

* The umbrella is one of the imperial enfigns; and, when the etiquette of the court 
was kept up, no fubject dared to carry one. 

3 A feat, or rather {mall couch, fixed’on three poles, like the nallekee defcribed. in a 
former note. ’ ‘ 

* A fhort crooked ftaff, about three fect in length, not unlike a crofier, ufed by 
fakeers to lean on when they fit, and often by perfons of rank as an emblem of humi- 
Jity, and having declared themfelyes difciples to fome holy man, aff. 
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ftaff, ftood upright in his throne, and tauntingly faid, “‘ Be not 
“ alarmed! I am coming up to my fon.” Hurt at this mfult to 
the fpirit of my prince, I faid, “ His highnefs is fon to yourfelf, 
« afylum of a world, and knoweth not fear. He only reprefents 
« the enemy's approach, that your majefty may advance with the: 
“ troops, and take the poft ufual for the emperor in the day of 
« battle.” 


Having faid this, I rode off to rejoin Bedar Bukht; but fuck 
crowds furrounded me to afk for news, that I could not difengage 
myfelf till within a rocket’s flight of the prince. Juft as I had 
reached him, the enemy began to cannonade, and a ball ftruck the 
breaft of an attendant clofe to his perfon. 


As I had not been undreffed for the laft two nights,and was 
exceedingly fatigued with hard riding, the fun and wind being” 
burning hot, my ftrength now failed me, and I fainted away. My 
brother, feeing this, lifted me from my horfe, laid me on the 
ground, and loofened my armour, but could get no water to revive 
me. The prince, obferving my diftrefs, generoufly fent me a fmall 
veflel from his elephant, which gave me new life. T untied the 


_folds of my veft, and poured fome of the water on my breaft, but 


was {till too faint to rife. By this time, Azim Shaw was come up; 
but, contrary to the cuftom of the emperors, whofe ftation is the 
rear of the center, pufhed on towards Bedar Bukht, and his 
attendants crowded after him without order. Ameer Khan pafling 
by, and feeing me on the ground, offered me a feat with him on 
his elephant, as did others of my friends ; but I refufed them all. 
At length my own elephant arriving, I mounted, and lay with my 
breaft bare upon three fkins of water, which luckily for me were 
in the feat, to prevent my fainting a fecond time. The train ele- 
phants of Azim Shaw, thole of his women, of the treafury, and 

2 the 
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the jewel office, now pufhed between me and Bedar Bukht, fo that 


I was removed fome diftance from him. — 


The two bodies of the enemy had now approached, and halted 
within a ' rocket’s flight of our line. One of thefe was headed by 
the prince Azeem Oofhaun, the other by Monauim Khan, with 
whom were alfo the princes *Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw and 
3 Jehaun Shaw. Our line was fo prefied upon on each flank, and in 
the rear, by baggage elephants, cattle and followers, as greatly to 
incommode the troops, and render them wfelefs. Shaw Aulum’s 
artillery played upon us inceflantly, and did great execution ; and 
his fons advancing, fired fhowers of mufquetry, which fell like 
hail. A line of rockets extending in front of our army, was re- 
peatedly difcharged with great effect. The fun, obfeured by duft and 
fmoke, was in the meridian, and the heat exceflive. At length our 
troops, grown impatient from the galling of the enemy’s cannon, 
prepared to charge. This being told me by my brother, who fup- 
ported me on the elephant, I raifed myfelf as much as I could, 
adjufted my armour, and obferved the motions. I faw Khan Aulum 
move towards the enemy with great rapidity, upon which I waved 
my handkerchief as a fignal for the prince Bedar Bukht to follow, 


which he did, fo that I fhortly could fee only the top of his - 


+amaury. As to myfelf, I could not move, being wedged in by 
the crowd of elephants around me. 
ms 


* The rocket in India is ufed in war, and the chamber being made of iron, does 
execution wherever it ftrikes, but cannot be fent in true direction, Tt will reach from 
three to four hundred yards. 

* Anglicé, Refpecter of the faith, king poffefling the world; eldeft fon of Shaw 
Aulum. 

3 King of the world ; youngeft fon of Shaw Aulum. 

4 A canopied feat for an.clephant, An open one is called howzah, or howdah, 


5 As 
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As Khan Aulum advanced nearer the enemy, his follo di 
minifhed, gradually lagging behind, and not oe three es - 
ftuck by him to the charge. When I faw this, I well k a ha 
all was loft. The brave chief, however, ane 
of Azeem Oofhaun, and hurled his {pear at the prince, but i 
miffed him, and ftruck the thigh of an attendant ; when the Be 
drew an arrow, which pierced the heart of Khan Aulum = he 
died on the inftant. His brother, Munnower Khan, i alfo 


wounded. Their followers fell back in the utmoft confufion, and. 


fled, as did the greateft part of our right wing, leaving the prince 
Wallajah in a manner alone ; but, notwithf{tanding this defertion, 
he heroically kept his poft. Amaun Oollah Khan, feeing his 
danger, haftened to fupport him, when unluckily a rocket lighting 
in the pad fupporting his feat on the elephant, it took fire, and 
burnt fo furioufly as to pain the animal, who turned back. The 
khan, half burnt, fell to the ground; and his troops, thinking he 
was killed, fled in diforder. The prince Wallajah, upon this, re- 
treated for fhelter towards Bedar Bukht. 


A body of the enemy, under Bauz Khan Afghan, now attacked 
Zoolfeccar Khan, but was repulfed with great lofs, and the chief 
badly wounded; but, by the decrees of Providence, Ram Sing 


Harra, and Dulput Raow Bonedelah, on whofe valour and. con- , 


du&t Zoolfeccar Khan moft depended, were both killed at the fame 
inftant by a cannon fhot; upon which their raujepoots loft all 
confidence, and fled with the dead bodies of their chiefs, Zool- 
feccar Khan, however, yet remained firm with his own followers ; 
but, upon being charged by the whole of Azeem Oofhaun's divi- 
fion, he left the conduc of the battle ‘to Syed ‘Muzuffir, and’ 
retired to the rear of Azim Shaw’s poft with Hummeed ad Dien 
Khan, and, having difmounted from his elephant, fled on horfe- 


. 


* ViGtorious. 


back 


penetrated to the elephant : 
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back to Gualiar, where he was received by his father, "Aflud Khan. 
His flight determined the rout of our army. 


The principal followers and perfonal attendants of Azim Shaw 

now difmounted, and laying their quivers on the ground, fat down 
to wait the charge of the enemy, and fell their lives in defence of 
their patron, Syed Abdoolla, and his brother Houflein Ali Khan, 
of the illuftrious houfe of Barreh, ever celebrated for valour, whole 
anceftors had in every reign performed the moft gallant actions, if 
poflible fuperior to their fires, defcended from their elephants, and 
prepared to engage on foot. The battle now raged hand to hand 
with fabres, and great flaughter on both fides. Houffein Ali Khan 
received feveral wounds, and fell down faint with the lofs of blood. 
Amaun Oolla Khan was killed, Terbeut Khan, Muttullub Khan, 
and Khoodabundeh Khan, having expended all, their arrows,. ufed 
their {abres; but the former was foon killed by a mufquet ball, and the 
two latter fell down faint with many wounds. Suffawee Khan, of 
the royal houfe of Perfia, Meerza Abdoolla, and a numerous band 
of great officers of Azim Shaw,were flain, after each had fhewn the 
yalour of Rooftum in his defence. At laft a mufquet ball, and 
feveral arrows, ftruck the prince Bedar Bukht, and he funk down 
dead upon his elephant. I faw him fall, and in the agony of grief 
exclaimed, ‘* Hadft thou not, O God, created ambition of crowns 
« and thrones, the head of my prince had not been thus humbled 
“ in duft and blood!” 


Azim Shaw, though much wounded, was ftill alive, when a 
whirl of duft winded towards him from the army of Shaw Aulum. 
From this now iffued Monauim Khan with a felet band, the 

: princes Azeem Oofhaun, Moiz ad dien Jehaundar Shaw, and 
Jchaun Shaw. Azim Shaw foon received a mortal wound from a 


2 Anglicé, Lion; fignifying like one in valour, 
mufguet 
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mufquet ball, and refigned his foul to the Creator of life Th 
prince Wallajah alfo funk down in the fleep of death iow de 
my éfcape towards Agra, not chufing to go to the oad f = 
though I had many friends, who would have given me pro 


Rooftum dil Khan, who, as already mentioned, commanded the 
efcort of Shaw Aulum’s advanced tents, when attacked in the 
morning by our troops, finding his efcape cnt off paid his refpects 
to Azim Shaw, and had continued near his elephant during the 
battle, till his death, with great firmnefS. Seeing him dead, he 
afcended the elephant, and cutting off the head of the corpfe, 
remounted his horfe, and haftened to the camp of Shaw Aulum. 


With exulting hope of great reward, he laid his prize at the prince's , 


feet ; but the compaffionate Shaw Aulum, feeing the head of his 
flaughtered brother in fuch difgrace, fhed tears of affection, and 
gave him nothing but reproaches. He ordered the head to be 
buried with proper refpeét, and forbad the march of viétory to be 
beaten. 


Monauim Khan took charge of the bodies of the unfortunate 
princes, and treated the ladies of their harams with the utmoft 
refpeét and tendernefs. Though he had received a dangerous 
wound, and fuffered-extreme pain, he concealed his fituation, and 
continued on the field till late at night, to reftore order and prevent 
plunder. He could not difmount from his elephant without help 
and was obliged, no pallekee being at hand, to be carried in a cloth 
to the prefence of Shaw Aulum. His eldeft fon, Nyeem Khan, 
alfo was dangeroully wounded by a ball in the neck, and was reco- 
vered with difficulty. Shaw Aulum pafled the night under a fhau~ 
mmianeh on the field of battle, and the next day, having attained 


the important object of empire, with his mind fired Sony wa 
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dread ofa rival, moved in triumph to the gardens of * Dhera, 
round which his army encamped, 9 


I shall now relate fome particulars neceflary to be known con- 
cerning Shaw Aulum; his march from Cabul, and other proceed- 


ings, to the day of engagement with his unfortunate brother Azim 
Shaw. 


Some time before his death, Aulumgeer had appointed Monauim 
Khan to be *dewan to Shaw Aulum, who then held the govern- 
ment of Cabul. This nobleman was of great abilities, active in 
the cabinet, refolute in execution, and of unbending integrity of 


_mind. He foon arranged the prince's affairs, which, before his 


coming into office, were always in confufion, owing to the afcen- 
dancy of unworthy favourites. Diffolute and oppreffive, they, 
from {elf-interefted motives, interfered with the duties of a dewan, 
and prevented him from doing juftice. A fuperfluous foldiery was 
kept up, exceeding the ability of the revenue, and, being confe- 
quently ill paid, was ever mutinous and difcontented. At the 
fame time the houfhold of the prince was diftreffed. Monauim 
Khan, refpeéted from the efteem in which he was held by the 
emperor, and his already eftablifhed character of great ability, foon 
gained the perfect confidence of Shaw Aulum. He diminifhed the 
ptince’s army, but took care to pay that on foot regularly, fo as to 
leave no room for difcontent, or excufe for licentioufnefs. When 
he had thus reformed affairs at Cabul, he left his fon, as his deputy 
there, and removed to Lahore, the collections of which province 
were full of abufes. He had refolved to amend them, and fuc- 
ceeded, fo as to render the majority of all ranks pleafed with his 
adminiftration. When he heard of ‘Aulumgeer’s illnefs, in order 


1 About three cofs, or fix miles, from Agra. * Manager of the revenues. 


to 
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to prevent cabals in favour of Azim Shaw, he circulated a report 
that Shaw Aulum would not contend for empire, but feek protec- 
tion from his brother bya flight to Perfia. Shaw Aulum had him= 
felf, indeed, made this declaration long before; and with fuch 
apparent refolution, that it was believed, and dreaded even by his 
fons, who refided with him. Monauim Khan related to me after- 
wards the following anecdote, in thefe words: 


«* When I perceived that my attachment, fincerity, and abilities, 
had properly impreffed Shaw Aulum’s mind, and that he was 
conyinced I was a prudent, faithful and fecret fervant, being 
alone one day with him, converfing on the affairs of the empire, 
I took the liberty of thus addreffing him: It és reported that ysur 
highnefs intends flying to Penfia, sith Jo much confidence, that even 
< the princes, your fons, affure me by facred oaths of 1s truth, He 
replied, In this rumour there lies concealed a great defign, to for- 
ward which, I have fpread it abroad, and taken pains to make it 
believed. Firft, becaufe my father, on a:mere fufpicion of difloyalty, 
hept me nine years in clofe confinement 5 and, fhould be even now 
think I cherifbed the fmalleft ambition, be would immediately firive 
to accomplifh imy ruin. Secondly, my brother, Mahummud Azim 
Shaw, who is my powerful enemy, and valiant even to the extreme 
of rafhnefs, would exert all bis force againft me. From this reports 
my father is eafy, and my brother lulled into felf-fecurity ; but, by 
the “Almighty God who gave me life, laying his hand on the Koraun 
by him, and on this holy book, I wear, though not one friend. [fould 
& join me, Twill meet Azim Shaw in fingle combat, wherever be may 
<< be, This feeret, which I have fo long maintained, and even hept 
«< from my own children, 15 now entrufled to your care. Be cautious 
<« that no inflance of your conduct may betray it!” 
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To proceed. When the news of Aulumgeer’s death reached 
Monauim Khan at Lahore, he wrote immediately by exprefs to 
Shaw Aulum, conjuring him to march with the utmoft expedition 
towards the capital, without anxiety or preparation, as he fhould 
find artillery and all fupplies ready at Lahore. This wife minifter 
then prepared bridges over the various rivers, fo that not a day’s 
delay was occafioned in crofling to the prince’s army, which at 
Lahore was joined by a powerful train of artillery, with fufficient 
draft. He alfo paid up all the troops, and advanced large fums to 
new levies. Shaw Aulum, by long marches of ten and twelve cofs 
each day, foon arrived in the neighbourhood of Dhely, and Mo- 
nauim Khan entered that city with a felet party. The officers of 
Azim Shaw were alarmed, and either fled, or concealed themfelves 
in difguifes. ‘ Mahummud Ear Khan, the kelladar of the palace, 
a cautious perfon, and ever looking into futurity, though he knew 
moft of the great ameers had embraced the caufe of Azim Shaw, 
yet was fo awed with the vizier’s yallantry, and the arrival of Shaw 
Aulum, that he faw no fecurity for himfelf but in refigning his 
charge. He accordingly gave up the palace, in which were the 
treafures of Hindoftan, colleéted from the reign of Akber to the 
prefent times. Thus was Shaw Aulum, by the activity and refo- 
lution of his fervant, made mafter of funds to fupport (if he chofe) 
all the troops to be levied in the empire. ‘The army was now 
increafed to one hundred thoufand horfe, and foldiers of every caft 
and fe@ flocked in crowds to the imperial ftandard, where they 
were received with proper encouragement and amply paid. Mo- 
nauim Khan advanced with fome chofen troops before the prince 
to Agra, and though Bedar Bukht was at the Chumbul, and Azim 
Shaw arrived at Gualiar, he was not alarmed, but encamped im- 
mediately before the citadel. * Baukce Khan, an old imperial fer- 


* Anglict, Friend of Mahummud, > Anglicé, Conftant, 
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vant, and governor of the fortrefs, which he had refufed to refign 
to Azcem Oofhawn, being certified that Shaw Aulum) was ap- 
proaching, did not chufe to refift longer, but fent offers; that if 
Monauim Khan would come firft alone into the citadel, he would 
refign the command. -He accordingly, without the leaft diftrutt, 
entered over a narrow plank, only paffable for a fingle perfon, 
which was placed over a deep ditch from a {mall wicket to admit 
him. As he had madea forced march from Muttra, of twenty cofs, 
he now lay down to take a few hours reff, till all his followers 
arrived, After this refrefhment, he fealed up the treafury, pofted 
his people at the different gates, and about midnight went to vifit 
Azeem Qofhawn, who was encamped at the diftance of fix cofs, to 
whom he offered much friendly advice for his conduét to his father, 
who was jealous of his loyalty. When the news of the furrender 
of the citadel of Agra reached Bedar Bukht at ‘Dholepore, his 
{pirit was broken, and the crimfon of his hopes faded into pale 
defpair. I was with him at the time, and perceived that he re- 
garded every thing as loft. He immediately fent an account of the 
event to his father, who had not yet heard of Shaw Aulum's 
arrival at Muttra, as his weak fervants, fearful of his difpleafure, 
and the ufual grofs abufe, dared not to inform him. At length 
Shaw Aulum made the propofal of a divifion of the empire, which 
was refufed, and two days afterwards the conflict enfued, as above- 


mentioned. 


U i inment of 
Without doubt, Shaw Aulum’s fucceffes, and his — : 
were owing to the condus& and valour of this grea 


the empire, 1 a a 
inifter th him(elf as having done any est 
minifter ; yet he never fet forth hy meee oe 


di fervice, but would often fay elty, 
a gift of God, and that no obligation could be 


* A town on the bank of the Chumbul, in the province of Agra, 
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laid on fovereigns; fo that, if any one thought himfelf conducive 
to their fuccefs, it was, in them, vanity and folly. To me, from 
whom he kept not his inmoft thoughts, he would fay, “ Kings, 
“« through the blaze of {plendor, cannot fee impartially ; therefore, 
‘< if any perfon prefumes upon fervices, and would thew that he 
“« thinks them an obligation on his mafter, the jealous difpofition 
“ of royalty cannot bear it, and rejeéts the claim, as was clearly 
“© proved in the proceedings of the emperor Mahummud Akber, 
“and ' Beyram Khan, his affuming minifter.” 


It is now neceffary to fay fomething of the four fons of Shaw 
Aulum, their difpofitions and behaviour, both in public and pri- 
vate. 


* Moiz ad Dien Jehaundaur Shaw, the eldeft, was a weak man, 
devoted to pleafure, who gave himfelf no trouble about ftate affairs, 
or to gain the attachment of any of the nobility, as will be fecn 
when I come to relate his reign. 


Azeem Oofhawn, the fecond fon, was a ftatefman of winning 
manners. Aulumgeer had always purfued the policy of encou- 
raging his grandfons, and employing them in public affairs ; for, 
as his fons were ambitious, of great power, and at the head of 
armies, he thus prudently controuled them, by oppofing to them 
enemies in their own families, as Bedar Bukht to Azim Shaw, and 
Azeem Oofhawn to Shaw Aulum. ‘To the latter he had given the 
advantageous government of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriffa, from whence he had now come with a rich treafure, 


* Beyram Kiran, on the death of Humaioon, became regent during the minority of 
- Akker, who, at the age of feventeen, not chufing longer to be governed by a fubjeét, 
difplaced him, 


* Anglicé, Refpecter of the faith. 
oe an 
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aad confiderable army; and though in the late battle he had per- 
formed great fervice, yet he was fufpected by his father, and 


dreaded as a rival: but to relate the caules would be ufelefs pro- 
lixity. 


* Ruffeh Oofhawn, the private companion and favourite of his 
father, was a prince of quick parts, a great proficient in religions 
learning, a fine writer, and of much knowledge in the law, but at 
the fame time addiéted to pleafure, particularly fond of mufic, and 


the pomp of courtly fhew. He paid no attention to public affairs, 


or even thofe of his own houfhold. 


* Khojefteh Akhter Jehaun Shaw had the greateft fhare of all the 
princes in the management of affairs, before his father’s acceffion 
to the throne; after which, the whole adminiftration of the empire 
was long influenced by him. He had the clofeft friendfhip and 
connection with Monauim Khan, who, by his intereft, was ap- 
pointed vizier. 


When Shaw Aulum had repofed from the fatigues of war, he 
took meafures to reduce Kaum Bukth, who had aflumed the imperial 
titles in Dekkan. It was not fuppofed that he could make much 


- oppofition, but in the opinions of the wife and underftanding, 


prejudged, that his behaviour would of itfelf ruin him in that 
country. 


Monauim Khan now called together, by attention and confoling 
behaviour, the unfortunate nobility of Azim Shaw, who had 
efeaped from the late battle to diferent places. Zoolfeccar Khan 
had fled to his father, *Aflud Khan, who had the charge of Azim. 
* Anglicé, Of high rank. a 
> OF happy far; king of the world. 
> Anglict, Lion, hw's 
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Shaw's baggage in Gualiar. The vizier had taken pains to con- 
vince his mafter, that the ancient nobility were the pillars of the 
ftate, and that the welfare of the empire depended on their perfons, 
whofe anceftors had held high offices, and acquired influence and 
refpeét with the people, fo that it was proper and politic to employ 
them. 


As the vizarut had been conferred on Monauim Khan, at his 
requeft, the moft dignified wffice of * vakcel muttulluk was en- 
trufted to Afflud Khan, and that of * meer bukfhi to his fon Zool- 
feccar Khan, with the titlé of Ameer al Amra. ‘The fecond 
bukhfhifhip was conferred on Meerza *Shawnowaz Khan Suffawee. 
Monauim Khan, regardlefs of trifles, fubmitted to fit below Atiud 
Khan in the divans, and to fhew him every refpect as his fuperior 
in office. The government of all Dekkan was granted to the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who performed the duties by his 
deputy, Daood Khan Punnee, while he in perfon attended the court. 


Monauim Khan, fincerely loyal, generous in mind, and full of 
zeal for the fervice of his mafter, never preferred the gratification 
of his own paffions to the welfare of the ftate, or honour of the 
fovereign. He both advifed and aéted what was for his glory. 
For example, moft of the ameers of Aulumgeer had accompanied 
Azim Shaw, and fought againft Shaw Aulum in the late conteft, 
confequently were liable in juftice to whatever evils or punifhments 
he chofe to infli@ upon them; but Monauim Khan became their 
general interceffor, reprefenting to the emperor, that they were 

a Anglicé, Univerfal agent. This is an office fuperior to that of vizier. It is 
feldom filled up, but in time of great emergency ; but it was lately conferred on the 
infant Peifhwa, by his prefent majefty of Dhely, though it cannot be confidered now 
but as an empty honour. It feems to have been no more to Affud Khan. 

2 Chief paymafter. 

z Anglice, Favoured by the king. eqagaible, 
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ich, as affairs anced at that time, they could not 
avoid; that, after they had become his friends, ‘eaten of his {alt 
and made new compaéts and declarations in addition to their fort 
vows of allegiance, they could not in honour abufe his confidence 
by treachery or defertion. He obferved, that the empire of Hin- 
doftan was a ftate not to be kept in order by one or two perfons ; 
that, like the magnificent payilion of *Soleymaun, many ftrong 
pillars and powerful cords were required to fupport it, and keep it 
on a lafting footing; that the noble families, who from generation 
to generation had the benefit of experience, a knowledge of the 
cuftoms of the empire and rules of government, were alone fuited 
to high employments ; that moft of the prefent nobility had alfo 
held for many years important offices, and acquired wifdom and 
knowledge. He faid, that, if they were not fill entrufted with 


the pofts of greateft confidence, there would not remain a poffibility 


of fupporting the rules of the empire, or obtaining able ftatefmen 
or good generals, He advifed his majefty to reward amply thole 
perfons who had joined his ftandard from every quarter, and done 
good fervices, agreeable to their merits ; but without exalting them 
Beyond their abilities, obferving that many of them had only been 


dependants on the princes and nobility, others again only fervants 


to fojedaurs and governors of towns. Where then could they have 
acquired judgment im politics and knowledge of government, dig- 
nity of manner, or fortitude to fupport the power of command? 
He obferved, that fuch accomplifhments were inherent to noble 
birth and liberal education, the natural confequence of fuch ad- 
vantage. Such was the vizier, of whofe matter (worthy of him) 1 


now {peak. 


eas baie 

* This expreffion implies a very ftrong connection in the original idiom. a 
*2 According to Mahummedan tradition, Solomon had a very {umptuous pavilion 
made for him by the Genii. 


A Shaw 
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Shaw Aulum was generous and merciful, of a great foul tem- 
pered with affability, difcerning of merit. He had feen the tliict 
exercife of power during the reigns of his grandfather and father, 
and been ufed to authority himfelf for the laft fifty years. Time 
received a new luftre from his acceflion, and all ranks of people 
obtained favours equal, if not fuperior, to their merits ; fo that the 
public forgot the excellencies and great qualities of Aulumgeer, 
which became abforbed in the bounties of his fuccefior. Some 
narrow-hearted perfons, however, out of ingratitude and envy, 
attributed his general liberality to ill-placed extravagance and pro- 
fufion ; but it is a fact, that the deferving of every profeffion, and 
worthy of all degrees, whether among the learned or the eloquent, 
the noble or the ignoble, received an attention from the throne, 
which the eye of time prior to this had never feen, nor had. fuch 
been heard of before by the ears of fame. His perfonal qualities 
and perfections, fpeech is unequal to relate. His valour was fuch, 
that he had refolved on meeting Azim Shaw, whofe bravery was 
celebrated, in fingle combat. His four fons, pofleffed of great 
power and confiderable force, he fuffered conftantly to be near his 
perfon, never giving himfelf a moment’s fufpicion regarding them, 
‘nor preventing their forming conneétions with the prime nobilit¥ ; 
upon which fubjeét I, the humbleft of his flaves, once ventured to 
prefent him a petition of a cautionary nature, thinking it my duty, 
as I had often done fo to Aulumgeer. To what I reprefented, he 
wrote a wife and juft reply, which, by God’s permiffion, I will 
one time or other relate. He permitted the fons of thofe princes, 
who had fallen in battle againft him, to appear at all times com- 
pletely armed in his prefence. ‘The infant children he let remain 
unmolefted with their mothers, while thofe arrived at manhood 
daily accompanied him in the chace, unguarded, and fhared in all 
his diverfions. His court was magnificent to a degree beyond that 
of Shaw Jehaun. Seventeen princes, his fons, grandfons, and 
"is 6 nephews, 
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on Ks tigthont, Vener 
three fons, his third be Ruieh Oothawva ‘el res, oa 
Bedar Dil, fon to his nephew Bedar B es a a ‘Gas ae 

) Bukht, On his left, Mahun 
mud Azeem Oofhawn with his two fons, and Jehaun shaw with 
his fon. TAli Tibbar, the only. furviving fon of Azim Shaw, fat 
on the right hand of Azeem Oofhawn, and a little to the right 
fomewhat advanced, the two fons of Mahummud Kaum Bukth, 
3chind the royal princes, on the right, ftood the fons of conquered 
fovereigns, as of Secunder Adil Shaw of Beejapore, and Koottub 
Shaw, king of Golconda ; alfo a vatt crowd of the nobility, from 
the rank of feven to three thoufand, fuch as were allowed to be on 
the platform between the filver rails. How can I mention every 
particular of the fplendid {cene? On the *eeds, and other feftivals, 
his majefty, with his own hands, gave the betel and perfumes to 
all in his prefence, according to their ranks. His gifts of jewels, 
drefles, and other favours, were truly royal. When in private, he 
dreffed plain and humbly, like a religious, and daily, without fail, 
prayed with many in company. Frequently on holidays and Fii- 


days, when travelling, he would read the prayers himfelf, in the: 





* Anglice, Of high defcent. 

> The Mahummedans have two grand ecds or holidays, one at the conclufion of 
the ramzaun, and the ether on the anniverfary of the day on which Abraham confented 
to facrifice his fon, On thefe days, tents are pitched about a mile diftant from the 
city, to which the emperor goes in great ftate to pray, and on his return receives 
prefents from his ameers, on whom, he confers honorary drefles according to rank. 
The fame ceremony is obferved in every town, by the governor. At the laft cede, 
after prayers, a camel is facrificed, and a fmall part of it drefled, and eaten on the fpot 
by the emperor and his attendants, ‘The cavaleades which I chanced to attend on 
cach of thefe days, at Lucnow and Banaris, were very brilliant, and ferved to give an 
idea of the aftonifhing {plendor which muft have graced thele in the fourifhing times 
of the empire. It is probable Mr, Zoffani may offer the public a view of the proceffion 

t Lucnow, on the firft eed in 1784, as he was prefent, and took a ketch of it. 


H grand 
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grand tent of audience, and repeat portions of the Koraun with z 
tone and {weetnefs which captivated the moft eloquent Arabians. 
He never mifled the devotions of the latter part of the night, and 
frequently employed the whole in prayer. In the early part of the 
evening, he had generally an aflembly of the religious, or learned 
men. He himfelf related ‘traditions, in the number of which he 
excelled, as well as in a knowledge of the holy Jaws. He had ex- 
plored the different opinions of all feéts, read the works of all 
free-thinkers, and was well acquainted with the hypothefes of each. 
On this account, fome over-ftrict devotees accufed him of hetero- 
doxy in his religious opinions, through mere envy of his fuperior 
abilities. I heard moft of his tenets, and lamented the infolence 
of his vain critics; for it was as clear as the fun, how juft and 
orthodox he was in his opinions on religious points. But how can 
T enumerate all his perfections ! It would fill volumes to recite but 
a {mall part ; therefore I fhall defift, and now relate, as briefly as 
poffible, the expedition of his majefty to Dekkan, againft the 
death-devoted Kaum Bukfh. 


It has been already mentioned that the late emperor, a few days 
before his death, difpatched Kaum Bukfh to Beejapore. This 
prince was of an excellent memory, learned, anda pleafing writer, 


poflefied of all outward accomplifhments in a high degree; but » 


there was in his mind a flightinefs that approached near to infanity. 
He feldom remained a month in his father’s prefence, but, for fome 
mifbehaviour, he was reproved, degraded, or confined; and fome 
aéts were done by him, to mention which would be unworthy of 


“me. When he arrived at Beejapore, he immediately proclaimed 


himfelf in the *khootba, and {truck coins in his own name. What 
follies 


* Anecdotes and maxims of the prophet. 
2 The khootba is a form of prayer, in which the fouls of al] departed patriarchs and 
prophets are firft prayed for, beginning with Adam, and ending with Mahummud. 
The fouls of the reigning family’s anceftors are then recommended to mercy, ae 
whole 


ae 
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follies was he not guilty of, from the madnefs of his mind, and 
the confidence he put in lying vifionaries! “Thefe wretches! had 
hailed each of the princes with a prophecy of fucceffionmtonthe 
throne, {wearing they had converfations in their reveries with Gody 
his prophet, and the pious faints, who had promifed their affift 
ance, fo that human force was unneceflary. They affured Kaum 
Bukth, that he need not levy any troops for his fupport; for, 
though an enemy. fhould march againft him with all the myriads 
of ‘Toor and Sullum, they would not dare to face his fight, much 
lefs engage in battle. Flattered by this, and impelled by madnefs, 
the weak youth regarded himfelf as emperor, and invincible in his 
fingle perfon; to prove which, he would often relate, in a raving 
manner, ftrange prognoftics and divine greetings fhewn to himfelf. 
His prophets having told him, that his eldeft fon would alfo one 
time become emperor, he became jealous of the innocent child, 
and frequently meditated to put him to death, but was withheld 
from that crime by the dread he had of Aulumgeer : however, he 
kept him conftantly in confinement, miferably clothed, and worfe- 
fed than the fon of a wretched beggar, which was worfe than death. 
From the fame caufe, on ill-placed fufpicions, he inflicted tortures 
and uncommon punifhments on the ladies of his haram, putting 
many of them privately to death. To his fervants, companions, 
and confidants, he often behaved with outrageous cruelty, doing 
fuch aéts to them as before eye never faw, nor ear had heard. 





Notwithttanding thefe blots in his chara€ter, as he was a fon of 
Aulumgeer, and that part of the empire had been given to him, at 
firft Seth of the chiefs of Dekkan, whether Muffulmauns or Hin- 


monarch on the throne, and the 


whole concludes, with @ prayer for the profperity of the rand mofque 


welfare of his fubjeéts. It is read every Friday in the mizid jamee, OF & 
of all towns, and on the ceds or grand feftivals. 


‘ = . j Koraun. 
* Two great hofts, mentioned in the ra! ace 
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doos, crowded to his ftandard, and the Imperial officers, as Syct 


Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, and others of all ranks, joined in ac- 
knowledging him emperor. Leaving his fofter-brother, Mecr 
Mullung, a debauched youth of neither birth or merit, at Beejapore 
as governor, he marched himfelf to Hyderabad, then commanded 
by Rooftum Dil Khan, who had fucceeded his father, * Jan-fippar 
Khan, by Aulumgetr’s orders, in that government. In this pro- 


vince he reduced fome powerful zemindars to his obedience, and 
difplaced others. 


*Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadar Firofe Jung, who had acquired 
a moft powerful influence in Dekkan, was chief of the Toorance 
moguls, and kept on foot a great army, had withdrawn himiclf 
from Azim Shaw. He was alfo much in dread of Shaw Aulum’s 
refentment, he having advifed that prince’s being confined, when 
Aulumgeer was before Golconda. The late emperor had ftre- 
nuoufly endeavoured to attach the Toordnees to Kaum Bukth, and 
for this purpofe had appointed for that prince’s preceptor, Syed 
Oughlan Seyadut Khan, the agent at court, and bofom confidant 
of Ghazee ad Dien Khan, venerated alfo by all the Toranees of 
every rank. He had alfo charged them with the protection of his 
perfon ; but fach was the temper of the unhappy prince, that at a 
time like this, when he claimed the throne, and, favourably for 
his caufe, Ghazee ad Dien Khan dreaded Shaw Aulum, he could 
not make him his friend: on the contrary, he did many acts to 
difpleafe him, and excite his alarms. This chief was an able ftate{~ 
man of long experience, who, though blind of fight, could clearly 
perceive the mind of man; therefore, whatever wifhes he might 
haye to enjoy the honour of making an emperor, yet he foon faw 
the follies of Kaum Bukfh, and declined his caufe, as ruinous and 


» Anglicé, Life-refigning. 


* Anglicé, Champion of the faith ; valiant and fortunate in war; lot 
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loft. Ina fhort time too, the chief zemindars of Dekkan, who 
had in general joined his ftandard, difpleafed at his eonduée and 
heedlefs fhedding of human blood, his inconftancy of mind and 
breach of treaties, left him, and retired to their own countries, 
where they took care to fecure themlelves, till the difputes for the 
throne fhould be decided, 


Thus, though the pretenfions of Kaum Bukth were of no great 
importance, yet he was a fon of Aulumgeer, and claimed a right to 
the empire. The behaviour of Ghazee ad Dien Khan alfo de- 
manded confideration. ‘Ajeet Sing, hereditary zemindar of Jode- 
pore, and Jey Sing, of Ambeer, did not fhew that obedience and 
refpeét to the throne which had been obferved by their anceftors, 
and meditated rebellion. All thefe circumftances made his majefty 
refolve on marching to Dekkan, The * khan khanan opened a 
correfpondence with Ghazee ad Dien Khan, to whom he gave much 
confolation, aflurances of favour, and friendly advice. That ex- 
perienced ftatefman, opening his eyes on the viciffitudes of life, 
faw it was his intereft, if his majefty would forget the paft, and 
not moleft him in his fortune, to bend his head in fubmiffion, and 
retire from bufinefs to a life of devotion. His only fon, * Cheen 
Koolich Khan, had long difagreed with him, and his brother, 
- Hamid Khan, whom he had appointed his deputy in command 
of the troops, had feparated from him, and gone over to the pre- 
The Tooran chiefs of his houfhold alfo, when they faw 
yes on the decline, had left his fervice. All thefe events 


fence. 
his fortur 


+ Son of the celebrated Jeflwunt Sing, who aéted fo capital a part in the competi- 


tions of Aulumgeer amd his brothers. 
> Lord of Lords. Monauim Khan is meant 


Shaw Aulum. , ‘ 
Anglict, Sword-drawing lord. He was afterwards famous as Nizam al Mulluc’ 


Anglict, Affifting. 
ae : made 


by this title, which he received from 
» 
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made him glad to embrace the promifes of the minifter, and thank- 
fully accept the foubadacy of Ahmedabad Guzarat. He accoril- 
ingly crofled the Nerbudda, and left Dekkan without trouble, but 
his fears prevented his coming to the court. He had not been in 
that of Aulumgeer fince his lof of fight, which that generous and 
forgiving prince, out of regard to his former: fervices, and from 
motives of policy, had excufed. 


Shaw Aulum began his march to Dekkan with an army fuperior 
to that of any of the former emperors, and a fplendor till now 
unféen, having in his train all the princes, and a great concourfe 
of nobility of every rank. The prudent and able Monauim Khan 
took fuch meafures for the fupplies of this mighty force, exceeding 
Aulumgeer’s by an hundred thoufand men, that the emperor had 
no trouble or difficulty, though only in the beginning of his reign, 
when the revenues of the provinces had not yet been received, nor 
yefpect for the throne been properly impreffed in different quarters. 
When his majefty had arrived at Aurungabad, before he would 
advance towards Hyderabad, where the frantic Kaum Bukfh then 
was, he wrote him feveral kind letters and friendly admonitions, to 
this effect :—‘* Our ever-honoured father refigned to you only 


« Beejapore ; but we give you, in addition, Hyderabad. Thele « 


“ two extenfive countries, long famous for their great kings, pro- 
« ducing a revenue more than half of Hindoftan, we leave to you, 
« without interference or reluétance, and fhall efteem you dearer 
« than our own children. Think not then of contention, nor 
« confent to fhed the blood of the faithful, nor difturb the repofe 
« of our government. If you give the ear of acceptance to this 
“¢ advice, we will farther confer upon you the nizamut of Dekkan, 
« $f agreeable to you; and, after vifiting the facred tomb of our 
*¢ father, we will return to Hindoftan.” 


There 
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’ » There was no treachery or deceit in this generous offer, for 


Shaw Aulum always fhewed tendernefs, liberality and affection, in 
his conduét to his brothers. Kaum Bukth, weak and felf-conceited 
as a child, bent on error, paid not the fmalleft attention’ to his 
brother, and continued to add frefh affronts to his authority. 
Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef Khan of the Imperial fervants, and others 
of no family or note, on whom he had beftowed titles of nobility, 
with about twenty thoufand horfe and foot, were now with him, 
but, difgufted at his behaviour, meditated opportunities to quit 
him. Monauim Khan, with his ufual prudence, had fent them 
letters, affuring them of the emperor’s forgivenefs and favour ; fo 
that all, even to Meer Mullung, Kaum Bukth’s fofter-brother, had 
refolved to come over, and embrace his protection; but the prince, 
fafpecting their intentions, put to death Rooftam Dil Khan, Syef 
Khan, and Meer Mullung, and plundered their families of all they 
poflefied, on the fame day, and in the fame place, He had after 
this no officer of confequence with him, and his treafure being 
expended, all his troops deferted, except about ten thoufand of the 
wor(t Dekkan horfe, and his {mall artillery ; yet he fill refolved to 
hazard abattle. When Shaw Aulum arrived within twelve cofs of 
Hyderabad, the unfortunate Kaum Bukth loft daily his followers in 
crowds, and moft of the zemindars of Dekkan retired to their homes; 
while the remainder mutinied for arrears, and hourly threatened 
to plunder his effets, Will it be believed, that he yet determined 
to refit, and expeéted vidtory? He even quitted the afylum of the 
city walls, and encamped upon @ plain about the diftance of three 
cols, with his fmall force, within fight of the emperor's army 5 fo 
great was his enthufiattic belief im the prophecies of his deceiving, 


and perhaps felf- deceived, devotees. 





Shaw Aulum, from compaflion to his brother, and the hope of 


yet reducing him by gentle means, would not permit his troops to 
= ° 5S " 
attack ; 


55 


A.H. 1120. 
A.C. 1708, 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


attack ; but Kaum Bukfh interpreted the inactivity of the Imperial 
army into fear, from his belief that the prophecies in his favour 
were now on the point of accomplifhment; for he had been aflired 
by vifionaries, ‘that, though alone, mighty hofts would never pre- 
vail againft him. Accordingly, though deferted by almoft all his 
followers, he yet obftinately refuted to pay allegiance to his brother. 
At length the ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who had a keen 
enmity againft the mifguided prince, and wifhed to thew his zeal 
for his new patron, refolved to feize him. He accordingly obtained 
leave to march, wnder the pretence of reconnoitring the enemy, 
and moved towards him with his own followers, a divifion from 
the troops of Monauim Khan, and a body of Mharattas under the 
chief Neema Sindia: The unfortunate prince prepared’ to with- 
ftand fuch fuperior force ; but, being charged at:once on all fides, 
was inftantly deférted by all his followers, except a few perfonal 
attendants. Notwithftanding this, he continued, as long as he 
had ftrength, to ufe his bow and arrows from his elephant, till at 
length he funk down on his feat, through lofs of blood from {everal 
wounds. He was then taken prifoner by Daood Khan, and carried 


to the prince Jehaun Shaw, who, with his brothers, had ftood at 
fome diftance during this extraordinary fkirmith. 


The captive prince was conveyed immediately to the Imperial 
tents, and being laid upon a bed in the ‘ tufhbeh khaneh, near the 
private apartments, was vifited by his brother, the emperor, who 
endeavoured to comfort him by every expreffion of affectionate 
concern. The phyficians and furgeons alfo attended, but he would 
not allow his wounds to be drefled, though earneftly entreated by 
his majefty and his fons. He {poke but little; but when the prince 
Ruffeh Oofhawn tenderly afked, why he had refufed offers of 


* An oratory, where prayers are faid. 
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favour, he replied, ‘* His majefty was very gracious; but how 
“could I fubmit to meet him in any other way than this?” 
Upon Jehaun Shaw’s repeating the queftion, he exclaimed, ‘* I have 
“« done wrong; do not you follow my example!" One of the 
princes afking him if he had more than a thoufand followers when 
taken, he angrily anfwered, ‘* No; but had there been lefs than 
« five hundred, I could with equal eafe have brought myfelf here.” 
He then turned to the emperor, and faid, “ There are, in a cafket 
“ upon my elephant, fome* jewels of our father and my own, of 
«* which I beg your majefty’s acceptance.’’ After this he grew 
faint, and Janguifhed in filence, without uttering a fingle groan, 
till nine at night, when he refigned his foul to the Creator of life. 
We are from God, and to God we mutt return. 


When Shaw Aulum had thus fuccefSfully concluded the war 
with his brother, he did not chufe to remain longer in Dekkan, 
though the affairs of that country required much arrangement, to 
infure its future dependance on the empire. Perhaps he dreaded 
the fate of his father, who, after the reduétion of Beejapore, Hy- 
derabad, and the taking of Sambah, remained to finith fome objects 
which then appeared eafily attainable, but afterwards extended in 
fuch a chain, that he could not quit Dekkan_ for the remainder of 
his life. He had often lamented this neceffity, and the relaxation 
which his abfence occafioned in the government of Hindoftan ; 
and would frequently fay to his confidants in private, “My difloyal 
« fubjects have impofed upon me this play-thing, that they may 
“ enjoy commands and honours.” But I am wandering from my 
fnbjeét. Shaw Aulum, in the height of the rains, began his march 
from Hyderabad, leaving as deputy-governor of Dekkan, Daood 
Khan Punnee, a native of the country, and a nobleman of great 
military fame, When he recrofled the Nerbudda, it was intended 


to employ all the powers of government to fettle, in a proper 
: manner, 
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manner, the Rajapoote countries, which had been difaffected cvey 
fince the acceflion of Aulumgeer; who, though offended at the 
behaviour of the rajas Ajeet Sing and Jey Sing, over whofe terri- 
tories he had appointed Imperial governors, yet was not able, from 
the wars in Dekkan, to punifh them effectually. They had indeed 
vifited Shaw Aulum, but had left his camp without permiflion, and 
now openly fhewed their defigns to ftruggle for independence, in 
clofe alliance with each other; to bind which, Jey Sing had efpoufed 
the daughter of Ajeet Sing. At this crifis, intelligence arrived that 
the ? Siks had rifen in rebellion. This feét of infidels, known alfo 
by the names of Nannukkea and Gooroh, had long been eftablifhed 
im the foubah of Lahore, by a teacher ftyled Nannuk. Of his de- 
feendants was the prefent chief, to whom had flocked great crowds 
of all ranks, refigning to his difpofal, with blind fidelity, their lives 
and properties. Thus fapported, he excited fedition, and took 
arnis to extend his errors, and overturn the bafis of the true faith. 
He engaged Vizier Khan, the fojedaur of *Sirhind, who was killed 
in the aétion, with numbers of his followers; after, which the 
gooroh poflefled himfelf of the town of Sirhind, and many diftricts 
of Doaub, as far as * Boreah, Saarunpore, and Shawdourah, on 
both banks of the river Jumnah, where he committed unlimited 
excefles, razing all public edifices, as mofques, colleges, maufo- 
leums, and palaces, killing or taking prifoners the faithful of every 
age and fex, and plundering with the moft, cruel feverity. The 
oppreffions of thefe wretches were every day increafing, and there 
was no nobleman daring enough to march from Dhely again{t them. 
Afoph ad Dowlah Affud Khan, who governed that capital, {hewing 


* They now poffels the provinces of Lahore, Multan, and part of Dhely, plunder- 
ing as far fouth annually as Rohilcund. 

2 A confiderable town, about fifty cofs N. of Dhely. 

3 Thefe diftriéts are row held by Zabrah Khan, a Rohilla chief, who however pays 
a tribute to the Siks, and it is faid has entered into their fect. 
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great figns of fear, the inhabitants were alarmed, and began to fly,” 
5 


a aietr ns. °; 5) 

with their families and effeéts, towards the ealterm provinces, for 
{Walrer Be ps aa rae pn . fs * 
fhelter from the impending ftorm. All this being reprefented! to 
the-emperor, in’ the higheft colours, his majefty thought if belt to 

» . f. . . 7 7 : . = j 

mareh in-perfon againft the infurgents : for this reafon, he refolved 
for the prefent to lay afide the defign of totally expelling the raja- 
pootes, and to confirni their allegiance, by winking at their of- 
iences, till a more convenient opportunity of punifhment. © Thefe 


zemindars had, for generations, been ufed to obey, and had not, 


in faét, either fortitude or ability to oppofe openly the emperor oF 
Mindoftan, whofe appearance againft them in arms would have 
been fufficient to curb theirinfolence ; but the khanknanan, alarmed 
at the infurrection of the Siks, did not properly reflect on that 
circumftance, and defcended to fhew the rajapootes fuch favours as 
were inconfiftent with good policy, as well as’ the dignity of the 
fovereign : but*he was not alone to blame, as there were other 
agents in this bufinefs. ‘The four princes were conftantly intriguing 
ainft each other, to obtain influence in the management of public 
affairs, which occafioned much delay and confufion in bufinefs, fo 
that the khankhanan thought it happy to fteer his veffel fafe through: 
four fuch ‘great feas; and could not act fo independently for the 
public good as he wifhed, being obliged to attend to the capricious 
interefts of others, among which he found it difficult to preferve 
his own. Among the remarkable occurrences of the expedition 
into Dekkan, was the decline of Jehaun Shaw's influence with his 
father, and the rife of that of Azeem Oofhawn, of whom till now 
the emperor had ever been fufpicious. The prince Jehaun Shaw 
was of haughty and independent fpirit, ready to take fire on the 
fmalleft neglect. This, with the behaviour of his fervants, alarmed 
and difpleafed the khankhanan, who, for his own fafety, watched. 






* Meaning the power and influence of the four princess 
2 an 
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an, opportunity to deftroy his influence in public affairs: a tafk of 
no great difficulty, to one well acquainted with the difpofition of 
Shaw Aulum, almeft equally warm with his fon, who had more 
than once difpleafed him by his behaviour, fo that he had expreffed 
to him his diffatisfaction. The prince, upon this, thought to 
prove his difintereftednefs and independence, by neglecting to fre- 
quent the durbar, and engage in bufinefs as ufual. Azeem Oofhawn, 
who had reaped experience in office, and was well verfed in the 
intrigues of a court, perceiving coolnefs taking place between Je- 
haun Shaw and the khankhanan, paid fo much flattering attention 
to the latter, that by degrees he gained his confidence. This gave 
ftill more offence to Jehaun Shaw, who had too much pride to 
expoftulate, but neglected the minifter in return. He foon after 
fell fick, and his indifpofition continuing a long time, gave Azeem 
Oofhawn ample opportunity of acquiring influence over Shaw 
Aulum, and the favourites whom his majefty trufted with the 
fulleft confidence ; while he continued to be pleafed with them, but, 
on the fmallet difguft, or in their fhorteit abfence, he forgot them 
altogether. 


Azeem Oofhawn having thus gained the credit he aimed at with 
his father and the minifter, employed it in foftening the rigour of 
government againft thofe who laboured under. its difpleafare ; 
thinking that, thus obliged by his mediation, they would readily 
return his favours, by embracing his caufe, whenever the death of 
his father fhould give him aclaim to the empire. It was from this 
hope, that he advifed indulgence to the refractory rajas, and con- 
defcended to repair to their camp, and conduét them from thence 
to his father, permitting them to be accompanied by all their troops 
armed. Such unufual indulgence was far from anfwering the end 
expected by the prince, who fhould have feen, that it could only 


tend to difplay publickly the fears of government, and sqnfeanently 
‘ mu- 


_ 
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mutt reflect difhonour on its advifer, and render him weak in the 
eyes even of thofe to whom fuch uncommon honours were allowed 

In fhort, the two rajas, attended by all their followers péttianetiy 
rcfpects to his majefty on the line of march, were erat with ge 
aflent to whatever their infolence demanded, and difmiffed to their. 
homes with rich prefents and affurances of favour. 


When this affair was finifhed, the emperor marched. without: 
delay towards Lahore, not even {topping to make an entrance either’ 
at Agra or Dhely. In a fhort time he arrived at Sirhind, which 
the rebels deferted on his approach, and retired to 'Daber, the 
original refidence of their goorroh or chief, where they fortified 
themfelves as ftrongly as poffible. Though this infurre@tion was 
not of fuch importance as to difturb the general repofe of the 
empire, yet his majefty, defender of the faith, hearing that the malice’ 
of the rebels was directed at religion, thought it his duty to go againft 
them in perfon; in this, copying the example of Aulumgeer, who, 


in the latter part of his reign, appeared at the fiege of every fort 


belonging to unbelievers ; otherwife, what ability had a wretched 
and infatuated rabble to dare the prefence of fuch a glorious 
monarch? The exertions of one of the principal ameers, or, at all 


. events, of the princes, would have been equal to the extinétion of 


the rebellion, and explofion of the fchifm. 


The imperial army foon arrived within fight of the goorroh’s 
camp, which lay round the walls of Daber on different heights, ~ 
commanding the pafles to that fortrefs, fituated on a fammit, fur- 
rounded by hollows, craggy rocks, and deep paths. “Shaw Aulum 
had refolved to lie inaétive before the enemy for fome time, in 
hopes by this to render them confident, and tempt them to an 


» At the entrance of the Sewalic mountains, which connect Hindoftan with Thibet. 
engagement 3 
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engagement ; on which, account he iffued pofitive orders to 1) 
princes and. all the ameers; not to, advance nearer the goorroh’s 
lines on any pretence, showeVver favourable. Some days paffed in 
inactivity, when at length the kKhankhanan entreated permiffion of 
his majefty to advance, with lis own followers, to reconnoitre the 
enemy's pofition : which was granted, on condition that he fhould 
not commence an attack without further orders from the prefence. 
However, when he had arrived within fhot of their lines, the 
enemy began a warm cannonade from their works, while bodies of 
their infantry on the heights galled him with rockets, mufquetry, 
and arrows. His foldiers, enraged, were not now to-be reftrained ; 
and the khankhanan, more jealous of his military fame than fearful 
of the emperor’s difpleafure, ventured for once to difobey, by giving 
dire€tions to attack. He difmounted from his horfe, and led his 
brave troops on foot up the moft difficult heights, driving the 
rebels from them with the greateft rapidity and fuccefs. This 
feene pafling within fight of the royal camp, the chiefs and foldicrs, 
emulous of glory, waited not for orders, but haftened to join the 
attack in great numbers; while the emperor and the four princes 
viewed the fight from the fquares of their encampments, with a 
mixture of anger and fatisfaction. At laft the enemy were driven 
from all their works, to the narrow fummit round the fort. of 
Daber, where they continued to defend themfelves in a defperate 
manner, but without even the hope of efcape from general 
flaughter ; when night coming on, rendered friends and foes undif- 
tinguifhable to each other. The khankhanan, fure of having the 
goorroh in his power, gave orders for his troops to ceafe the attack, 
and lie upon their arms in their prefent pofition, till the morning 
fhould enable him to finifh it with fuccefs. He had, however, 
unluckily negleCted to block up a narrow path leading from the 
fort to the hills, either becaufe he had not perceived it, or was 
fatisfied that it could not lead but to where the Imperial troops were 

pofted. 
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poited. The goorroh, a man of great ars generally appeared int 
the drefs and fplendor of a prince, when he wifhed!torbelpiblics 
but, if occafion required privacy, he difguiled himfelPinethebabie 
of 'a jogie or fynaffee; in fuch a manner, that few, even among 
his own people, could know him. During the night, he,. without 
acquainting his followers of his intentions, changed his habit, and 
left the fort undifcovered. The khankhanan, about dawn, re= 
newed the attack, and gained: the: place; after a-fhort itruggle, 
{word in hand, exulting in the certainty of carrying the’ goorroh 
dead or alive to the emperor, whofe difpleafure at his difobedience 
of orders, would by this fervice be changed to approbation: but 
who can relate -hisweight of grief and difappointment, at’ finding 
that his promifed prize had efcaped, without leaving a trace behind 
him? The goorroh’s fpeed of foot was uncommon, and he only 
: cd with the paths and mazes through the hills that led to 
the {nowy mountains, which he had marked for fhelter. The 
khankhanan loft for an inftant almoft the ufe of his faculties, 
which were abforbed im dread of the emperor's anger, not without 
reafon. As] , agreeable to cuftom ‘after an important vies 
tory, beating te march of triumph in his-way to the royal tents, 
duiens arrived, commanding him to ftop the drums, and not dare 
to enter'the prefence. He retired, drowned in defpair, to his own 
tents; where he had! the cruel mortification of learning every 












inftant, from meflengers, that his enemies exulted in his fall from 
fayour, aud openly’condemned his ‘conduct with malicious zeal in 
the: pre of his majefty, who was highly enraged againft him. 
But thevehthis-did not continue long, and Shaw Aulum, regard- 
ing thisefornrerfervices, received him again into favour, after a few 
day © yet this'noble and faithful minifter never recovered from the 


citects of the royal ingratitude. | "This grief added to the pan he 


* Sets of fakeers, or religious mendicants. 
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felt at feeing three of the princes and the ameer al amra ufing all 
arts to complete his ruin, ftuck like a poifoned arrow in his breatt. 

3 He loft all fatisfaction from worldly enjoyments, the emptinefs of 
which he now {o fully experienced, and from the day of his difgrace 
declined in his health ; fo that not long after he was reduced to 

RTS, keep his bed, where he lingered a few days, and then refigned his 
A.C.1712. foul to the angel of death; who never, in the uncounted ages of 


his office, feized on a foul more pure, or lefs defiled with the frail- 
ties of human nature. 


f ftarted up, and retired with fuch precipitation, that he ftruck the 
turban from his head againft the door of the tent, forgot his flip- 
pers at the entrance, and fell down over the ropes. Being affifted 
to rife and adjuft his drefs by his fervants, who were aftonifhed at 
his ftrange aétions and appearance, he rode off to his tents with 
all the {peed and hurry poffible. This occafioned much alarm in 
the camp, and I, among many others, haftened towards the ‘dur- 
bar. I met the prince, with his attendants, pufhing on hisélephant 
with frantic hafte; upon obferving which, I endeavoured to pafs 
unobferved ; but he knew me, and fent a meffenger to call me to 
him, As I had previoufly attached myfelf to Azeem Oofhawn, T 

did not obey the mandate, but pafled on to the emperor's tents, 

where I fat down in the guard-room of *Mahabut Khan, third 

bukfhi, which was clofe to that of the ameer al amra, who did 
duty there in perfon. . He fent for me, and I found with him 

Mirza Shaw-nowaz Khan Suffawee. JI had before interefted my- 

felf, at the defire of both, in bringing about a connection between 

Azcem Oofhawn and the ameer al amra; for which purpofe I had 

employed Shekh * Coodderut Oolla as a meflenger, and fometimes 

my grandfon, ‘ Einaiut Oolla. ‘The ameer al amra now defired 

me to fend the latter to Azeem Oofhawn, to afk him how hecould 

ferve him on the prefent occafion. I {ent him, but he returned 

with a reply laconic and flight, as if from a nobleman of high rank 
to the commander of an hundred. It was written in Shekh Coo- 
derut Oolla’s (confidant to the prince) own hand, as follows: ‘* As . 
« the Imperial fervants can know no place of fupport but this 

« court, and moft have already repaired to it, the ameer al amra 

<< may alfo pay his duty, with aflurance of a gracious reception, 


While Shaw Aulum, juft as a fovereign, and liberal as a man, 
reigned over the empire with a gentle hand, in perfect repofe, Pro- 
vidence was preparing new revolutions, and Time hattening to 
difclofe events of dreadful importance. The blofloms numeroufly 
fhooting under the influence of the Imperial fpring, were deftined 
to be blafted by the ftorms of autumn, and only one unkindly fruit 
to remain on the royal tree. A deadly vapouf, poifonous as the 
piercing venom of the fnake, all at once infected the head and heart 
of Shaw Aulum with pains, violent as from the heavy ftroke of 
the keeneft weapon. So inftantaneous was the fatal effe@, that it 
gave full reafon to imagine it proceeded from poifon. He was all 
at once feized with faintings, which continued without intermiffion, 

A.C. 1712, till, on the 21ft of Mohirrim, 1124, being Monday night, he de- 
ferted this vain world for that of eternity. He had been, from the 
firft inftant of his illnefs, given over, and the princes and ladies of 
the haram made continual and loud lamentations round his bed. 
It happened one day, that, as Mahummud Moiz ad Dien and 
Azeem Oofhawn were fitting near it, the latter, perceiving under 
acorner of the pillow a dagger of very exquifite workmanship, 
took it up to admire the jewels with which it was adorned, and the 
water of the blade. Upon his drawing it from the {cabbard, Moiz 
ad Dien, jealous of his brother, was feized with a panic. a 

ftarte 








* The court of the emperor, or any other perfon in high authority. 

* Anglicé, Commanding awe. 

’ Anglict, Providence of God. 

« Gift of God. ae 
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“« in the prefence.” When the ameer al amya read this, he fhed 
tears, and faid to me, with much emotion, ‘‘ You fee the cies 
“ of the prince and his advifers! Whatever is the will of God 
a mutt take place. Alas! the errors of a favourite, unacquainted 
* with government, often endanger the very exiftence of his 
«< mafter. When fortune frowns on any one, he is fure to do 
“ that which he fhould not.” After faying this, he immediately 
quitted the guard-room, collected his followers, and moved his 
tents and effects to the quarter of the prince Moiz ad Dien, where 
he thought his fervices more likely to anfwer his own interelti 


_The camp was fo difpofed, that the tents of the emperor were 
pitched along one bank of the river, and on the other oppofite 
thofe of the prince Azeem Oofhawn, at a confiderable eidianie 
from the ‘city. The three other princes were encamped nearer to 
it, but Moiz ad Dien almoft clofe to the walls, and the greateft 
part of his train occupied the houfes of the neareft ftreets. The 
influence, riches and power of Azeem Oofhawn, had long raifed 
againft him the enmity and jealoufy of his brethren, who had, for 
their general fafety, formed a compaét to fupport each other. 
The ameer al amra had formerly been difgufted at Azeem Oofhawn 
for preferring to himfelf, the khankhanan and Mahabut Khan ; Front 
which time he had courted alternately Ruffeh Oofhawn and Jehaun 
Shaw. On this occafion, he fwore to affift the three brothers in 
effecting the deftruétion of Azeem Oofhawn, and make an equal 
diyifion of the empire and royal treafures among them. 


Azeem Oofhawn, already in poffeffion of the Imperial camp, 
treafury and jewels, had alfo a vaft treafure of his own. Moft of 
the principal noblemen had joined him, with their followers ; alfo 


* Lahore, fituated on the river Rawee, about 200 miles N. of Dhely. 


the 





MOGUL EMPIRE. 


the royal artillery. He had, befides, a very confiderable army in 
his own pay ; fo that his brothers, though all leagued againft him 
would have formed but a weak enemy, if he had immediatel : 
tacked them. But he atted otherwife: he encamped on the'p 
keeping the river to his rear, and began to throw up works to 
defend himfelf, inftead of courting a general aétion. Probably 
this proceeded from tendernefs to his brothers, who he thought 
would in a few days be deferted by their troops; for want of pay, 
as they pofleffed little or mo money ; and that they would either 
willingly acknowledge him emperor, to obtain fettlements, or be 
delivered into his hands by fome of their pretended friends, to gain 







his favour. 


While he thus flattered himfelf with an eafy conqueft, the three 
brothers, by the advice of the ameer al amra, drew all the artillery 
from the fort of Lahore, and encamped their united forces in one 
line, making the city their defence to the rear, I happened to be 
encamped near Mahabut Khan, who immediately, on learning that — 
the ameer al amra had attached himfelf to Moiz ad Dien, fearing to 
be plundered by his troops, loft no time in moving off with his 
family and effects to Azeem Oothawn, leaving his tents and tem= 
porary buildings ftanding. No fooner was he gone, than the 


* labble took poffeffion of his camp, which they fet on fire, and 


levelled in an inftant with the ground. As, on many accounts, I 
jad refolved to embrace the fortunes of Azeem Oofhawn, I would 
but the camp being a ftanding one 1 had 
ith my carriages, and erected tempo- 
rary fheds for my family, fo that I was obliged to remain 1 ; - 
alarming fituation, almoft alone, for four days. I withed to fen 

{e in the city ; but the road to it led through 
as probable they might be infulted or 


I was ealed of my fears, as @ {trong 
K2 *efcort 


have gone with him; 
neglected my tents, patted w 


my women to my hou 
the allied armies, where 1t w 


plundered. On the fifth day, 
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efcort came from the prince Azeem Oofhawn to condué to him ’ 


Shaw-nowaz Khan, Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and fome other 
noblemen, who waited for this fecurity to join him. With them I 
reached his camp in fafety, where I happily got pofleffion of a 
{quare walled about, but without any covering or fhade: yet even 
this was as a palace at the time, as it ferved to protect my women 
and family. I now paid my refpects to the prince, who received 
me gracioufly, conferred upon me many favours, and confulted me 
on all important occafions. Pecuniary ,rewards, and titles far 
above my ambition, were allotted for me, and getting ready to 
pals the feals : at the fame time, orders were difpatched to fummon 
my fon, * Hofhe-dar_Khan, to the prefence, from which he had 
been detached fome time before on actual fervice, with a {elect 
force; and, to pay him, a large fum of money was fent to me. 
T refufed it, however, as I had not people to fecure its fafety ; and 
requefted alfo, that the rank of five thoufand, and title of Azim 
Khan, which was preparing for me, might not be confirmed, till 
the prince fhould become victorious over his enemies, as J had 
made a vow not to receive them till he fhould fit unrivalled on the 
throne of empire. In faét, I perceived in his weak politics, and 
want of refolution, the decline of his caufe; and faw the burning 
blafts of fummer haftening to deftroy the feafon of fpring, as the 
experienced hufbandman can judge of his harvefts from the changes 
of the atmofphere. 


When Azeem Oofhawn had intrenched himfelf, and the three 
brothers began their approaches to his works on every fide, his 
operations became highly blameable in the eyes of the nobility and 
Officers of experience. It appeared to the public, that the fuperior 
force dreaded the inferior; and that thofe who ought to be the 


* Anglice, Endowed with judgment. 
. befiegers, 
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befiegers, were now the befieged. Such was the effect, for Azeem 
Oofhawn’s army grew difpirited daily, while the enemy's gained 
ardor every hour, at finding that profpeé of fuccefs, of which in’ 
the beginning they had almoft defpaired. Our foldiers at the 
works, tired wiih conftant watchings and alarms, grew remifS in 
their duty: they firft required unneceffary affiftance, and at laft 
began to defert their pofts. The Imperial artillery, to whom @ 
great fum of money had been given as a bounty, became difobe- 
dient to orders, and even mutinous, in which points they were fol- 
lowed by thofe of the houfhold. This behaviour made Azeem 
Oofhawh change his opinion, that he could purchafe vittory with 
money only; fo that. he opened his treafury but fparingly to.the: 
old or new troops, giving, with much reluctance, only one hun- 

dred rupees to each trooper who came to offer fervice with his own 
horfe, for which fecurity was alfo demanded. At a crifis of this 

important nature, but few were tempted to quit the fervice of their 

old mafters, for a fum but inconfiderable in itfelf, and only attain- 

able with fuch difficulty. In fhort, the whole camp began to be 

alarmed, and even the boldeft officers to feel a dread of the ill con- 
fequences of being cooped up in unneceffary entrenchments, A 
cannonade was kept up on both fides for four days, in each of 
which the three brothers gained fome advantage, by advancing their 
{tations nearer to the works of the mifguided Azeem Oofhawn. 


On the fifth day, Azeem Oofhawn moved from his camp in 
order of battle, and his fon, the prince ‘Mahuminud — 
though commander of the advanced corps, was yen ti me 
of being difpatched in front, agreeably to the ufua 3 i vegas 
the line. This was ordered, left, as the enemy were A ae: 
three bodies, one might gain an advantage over him, an i 


4 +s d by Mabummud. 
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intercept his retreat to the ¢ before he could reccive 
proper affiftance. St 1 in forming the troops, 
that the artillery was quite ufelefsly difpofed, and many pieces, de- 
ferted by the men, lay overturned on the ground ; while fome of 
the chief officers were ‘by their followers left almoft alone, on their 
elephants, before the action began. Soleyman Khan Afghan firft 
advanced to charge the divifion of Jehaun Shaw, but he was fup- 
ported by fo few of his followers, that he could effect nothing, and 
was killed in the onfet, before he had reached the enemy’s potft. 
Jehaun Shaw moved fteadily, in flow order, towards Azcem 
Oofhawn, whofe terrified troops began to fall back from around 
him. The mifconduéted, but truly brave prince, when he faw 
his fortune thus unfayourable, though he might have faved himielf 
by mounting a horfe and’ flying from the field, yet {eorned to owe 
his fecurity to difhonour, and would not move from his elephant, 
but advanced almoft alone towards Jehaun Shaw. This action, 
ee facrificed, was one and the fame, His cle- 
phant as killed in the inftant, and the few till then remain- 
ing friends to his perfon deferted him to a man, He received many 
wounds from arrows and fhot, fo that he foon funk down fainting 
upon his feat; while his elephant, without a driver, and furious 
with pain, ran through the enemy, who purfued him in vain for 
fome hours, and during that time the unfortunate prince died of 
fatigue and lofs of blood’, Sultaun Mahummud Kerreem, his 
fon, in the height of the confufion, threw himfelf without hurt 
from his elephant, and mounting a horfe brought him by an at- 
tendant, efcaped from the field of battle ; but only to fuffer, fhortly 
after, a worfe fate than dying in action, k 
cee ies ; 
* Ameen adDien Sumbullee fays, his elephant rufhed with him into the Rawee, and 
_ was drowned, . 
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Ithappened that, at the beginning of the 
were drawn up nearly oppofite that part 
unfortunately had placed my family ina wretched 
the enemy advanced ftill nearer, as the battle raged, ; 
began to fly. Mahabut Khan, Hummeed ad Dien, and ot 
lords, had in the beginning fent their families acrofs the ri 3 
places of fafety, which precaution J was prevented from ufing, by 2 
being attendant on Azeem Oofhawn's perfon i 
river was about a rocket’s flight from the 1 
upon the rout of our line, Khan Zummaun, my? 
me, while the enemy’s troops were yet employed in fight, to ¢o1 
duét my women out of danger to the other fide; at the fame time 
offering mea boat he had ready for his own fecurity againft purluit, 
and a guard of one hundred and fifty perfons, his own, 
Accordingly 1 placed my wife and daughter ‘in two | 
kees, with a fum fomewhat exceeding ' four tl 
a cafket of jewels, betel plate of gold fet with jewels, 2 
very valuable ornaments belonging to my daughter, defigned for 
her marriage portion, leaving clothes and every thing elfe to chance. 
Ag Providence decreed it, the women’s pallekees had juit arrived at 
about an arrow’s flight from the river, 
phant, and Mahummud Kerreem's, 
were running towards it, purfued by the enemy. IT was advanced 
alittle in front to prepare the boat, when faddenly one of my at-_ 
tendants cried out, “ Where are you going? Your honour is: 
I looked behind me, and faw the enemy near 
n which, ina ftate of furious defpair, I haftene 
tOolla, as Khan Zummaun 


ftance. We twe 
5 Moguls had begun to 


a narrow inlet of watcr, 
when Azeem Oofhawn’s ele 


« ruined!” 

women; upo 
with my grandfon Meer Einaiu 
could not reach me in time for my affi 
joined the women, when the rapaciou 


e 
> About fix thoufand) pounds fterling, reckoning the mihor at fitteen Sieesrropee ‘ 
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plunder ; upon which I leaped from my horfe, and feizing my wife 
and daughter by each a hand, rufhed with them into the rivulet up 
to their waifts, and covered the reft of their perfons with a cloth, 
drawing my fword to defend them with my life from further infult : 
and, luckily for my honour, their faces were not feen by the eyes 
of a ftranger. The Moguls, more attentive to gain than fhedding 


of blood, after plundering the pallekees and other carriages of 


every thing, even to the coarfeit outer coverings, rode off in fearch 
of other prey, without attacking me or my attendants, who were hid 
in different buthes and hollows. It was during this confufion, that 
I faw the prince Mahummud Kerreem jump from his elephant, 
mount a fervant’s horfe, and efcape. When the alarm was over, 
and friends and enemies had pafled by, I was joined by my fervants 
from their various fhelters, and, having. replaced my women in 
the pallekees, returned to my late miferable dwelling, which had 
been alfo plundered, even to foot-cloths and carpets. No pillows 
or feats were left us but the bare ground, and no apparel but that 
drenched in water on our backs ; neverthelefs, I gave grateful thanks 
to the Almighty for the prefervation of my life and honour, with 
a fincere fervor. With the approach of night the confufion flack- 
ened, and about nine o’clock all was over, and quiet reftored. I 
then {aid to myfelf, ‘* What is gone, is gone!” and, with a calm 
mind, recited one hundred and twenty verfes of the ' Mefnavi, be- 
fides an ode applicable to the prefent ftate of affairs, 


The prince Jehaun Shaw, who had taken pofleffion of the camp 
of the vanquifhed, in the morning fent covered carriages and other 
neceffaries to me, with a gracious meflage, defiring that I would 
come, and pitch my tents near his own. I went accordingly, and 
“was introduced to him. He was fitting alone, under a canopy; 


“ The Mefnavi isa collection of moral poems, by Molewee Jellal ad Dien Roomi. 
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Sear his private apartments. When he fa 

Bis ices S cased ‘Azim Khan, for thy a 

« feafon ! I was anxious to fee thee.” He then to 

laut, which he had put on jutt before, and gave it to me, Ww. 

munfub of * fix thoufand, faying, “ I have left one degree : 

« to confer upon you on the day of my acceffion ae oa 

After which he difmified me in a gracious manner, and 4 too Pp 
my ftation near that of * Lutfoolla Khan Sa d 
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Jehaun Shaw, who had gained the oe Sa be. 
judgi ity of his own inten y ] 
pe pea pene al amra were equally incre him 
though fortune had placed all the treafures of the venga 
power, {corned to ufe this advantage; contrary to his t 
liance. He fent the body of Azeem Oofha ‘i 
and, when all the plunder of his camp be co! si ‘ ~~ x 
whole without delay into the hands of t = ST ee 
agreeable to treaty and his own oaths, was to —— 
divifion of the provinces and treafures between ee 
ftriGinefs to his word was the caule of his oy Re ane 
had privately refolved aoe ae ma es ae ped 

jval, as he was a weak Princ’, © . fates 

putinell and confequently beft a nei out x pin 
aii. a “e aon of Mie eon knowing that : 

: ayed m sy 
Pi corn i Bh Shaw and Ruffeh Oofhawn were already 


i ‘ears, and 
tinoufly clamorous for the payment of their long arn ta an 







Noble lord; the title which ‘Azeem Oofhawn had : f, 

tity. In the decline of the 

> Seven thoufand was properly core wt ee reel ic : 

k of eight and ten thoufan: wasico 2 Tait nifter oe =e 
ran! 8 Saduk, a True, was his fa Oh 
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difgufted at being deprived of the great plunder they had expected 
from the camp of Azeem | shich had been {eized from 
their grafp by the frig difeipline and honour of Jehaun Shaw. 
The ameer al amra, with feeming attachment, vifited the princes 
as ufual, and three days paffed over without their expreffing dittruft 
at his delay ; but their friends clearly faw his defigns, and warned 
Jehaun Shaw againft his treachery ; offering to prevent their com- 
pletion, by putting him to death, when he fhould come next to 
pay his refpects. The honourable and noble-minded prince refufed 
his affent to fuch propofals, faying, ‘‘ I cannot confent to fuch 
«« difhonourable and perfidious dealing, for which I fhould become 
** heinoufly guilty in the eyes of God, and among{t men marked 
“as a traitor and abufer of power. If empire is decreed me, I 
© fhall attain it without trouble; but, if not, of what avail is 
“ treachery, or unjuft fhedding of human blood?” At his next 
vifit, he openly told the ameer al amra the fufpicions entertained of 
his conduct, faying, “‘ Even now, perhaps, thy family is dreading 
« that I may be putting thee to death; which, however politic, I 
** {corn to do by fraud. Rife then, and go in peace to thine own 
“ houfe.” The ameeral amra departed with a fpeed and precipi- 
tation declaring his guilt. The veil, with which he had covered 
his defigns, became no longer of ufe; but, inftead of feeling gra~ 
titude to Jehaun Shaw for fuffering him to live, his enmity in- 
creafed. He now openly avowed his deftruétion, and his intentions 
to fupport Moiz ad Dien. Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and 
a word, was generous and juft in this great 
attion, yet the policy of government will not admit of fuch conduc 
being copied as an example of propriety. The world is deceitful, 
and cannot be commanded but by deceit. The thief, who fhould 
wake his Sleeping prey, would only bring ruin on his own head. 
Virtue and vice being direét oppofites, cannot exift in one dwelling. 
That, the foundation of which is evil, cannot be fupported but by 
Bi 1 When 
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Obferving this, he raifed a report that the ameer al amra was killed 
by a fhot, in confequence of which the enemy were alarmed, and 
that he fhould immediately charge them, in order to improve fo 
favourable an event. As he founded the march of victory, his 
troops believed him, and returned moft of them to their potts. He 
then commanded Janee Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, and Mukhlis 
Khan, to charge one flank of the enemy, and Lootfulla Khan and 
others in front, he himfelf heading this laft divifion. It was now 
about four o'clock, when Jehaun Shaw, without looking behind 
him to fee how he was fupported by his troops, advanced on the 
enemy's center with a furious fpeed, where the ameer al amra was 
ftanding with a few followers, to reconnoitre. Moiz ad Dien had 
before retired.to repofé in his tents. Rooftum Dil Khan and other 
chiefs rufhed through all oppofition to that quarter, gained the 
tents, and plundered even the ladies of the haram, among whom 
were many belonging to the late emperor. Moiz ad Dien, rouzed 
from fleep, without regarding their fafety, fled to feek his own, 
undreffed as he was, with the ameer al amra, who was engaged 
againft Jehaun Shaw in unequal combat, as he had only with him 
three or four hundred horfe. At this time Ruffeh Oofhawn, who 
feemingly fupported Moiz ad Dien, but was waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to deftroy both him and Jehaun Shaw, appeared in the rear 
of the latter with his whole force. A corps of infantry alfo now 
oppofed him in front, not only ftopping his charge, but confufing 
his troops; who, feeing themfelves likcly to be furrounded, loft 
all fpirit, and fled to a man on the right and left, leaving him ex- 
pofed alone upon his elephant : and he was foon killed by a mufquet 
fhot. His fon, * Ferkhundeh Akhter, a prince of moft promifing 
bodily and mental accomplifhments, who fat behind him, defcended 
and fought with his fcymetar, till he could ftand no longer, and 
then fell down dead, covered with wounds. Both the bodies were 


} * Anglict, Of fortunate Mar, 
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* On this account, he had refolved to wait as a {pectator of the 






















carried immediately to the ameer al amra,_ r 
of victory to be founded. Jehaun Shaw, heroic, juf 
lent, was all perfect; but ftill, as Providence oppo: 
all his plans turned out direétly contrary to their pro 
and what feemed to promife fuccefs, became the caufe of misfo 
Men judge vainly from events, faying, if he had not done fo, thus 
would or could not have happened: but, alas! in whofe power are 
events? Our faculties, our ftrength, our though 

are all moved by the inftigation of Providence. othin 
pen without a caufe, yet our ruin is often brought on by 
caufes which had before occafioned our fuccefs ; for God doeth that 
which pleafeth him, and effecteth that which he hath defigned. _ 


When the day of this fun of royalty had funk in the 
death, there now remained no other rivals than Moiz ad 
Ruffeh Oofhawn. The latter had the firmeft reliance on 
tachment and oaths of the ameer al amra, who, during the ; 
the late emperor, had been fupported by him in the ftrongeft man- 


ner againft the khankhanan. He alfo had honoured him, at his 


own requeft, by the appellation of uncle, and ‘exchange of turbans 5. 


fo that he now hoped, as one fovereign feemed to be his choice, _ 
rence to his elder brother- 


that it might reft upon him, in. prefe: 
ftruggle, till the fall of one of his rivals, and then to rufh ‘upon, 
the furvivor, while flufhed with victory, and unguarded againft a 
new enemy. This defign he now communicated to his followers, 
and defired them to fupport him in an immediate attack on: Mowe, 
ad Dien; but they would not confent, either through fear or 
treachery, pretending that the dawn of morning was more fayour- 

+ The exchange of turbans, among. the orientals, is the moft facred pledge of friend 
fhip, and any breach of it, after fuch ceremony> regarded with horror. 

2 


a8 MEMOIRS OF THE 
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ftop, and wait their pleafuure 
with fleeplefs imp 






it the night under. arms, 
urn of day; but fome of his 
in to the ameer al amra, and 
of their patron. 









omit lift inthe deruion 
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; as the morning was beginning to appear, Ruffeh Oofhawn 
: -filently towards the enemy, hoping to furprize them ; 
but, before he had reached their camp, the commanding officer of 
his artillery, either through treachery or ignorance, fired a gun 
towards te ed of Moiz ad Dien, which roufed his fleeping 
troop this he alarm was immediately founded, and the enemy’s 
cannon foon began ‘to play furioufly. Who now would {tand to 
fupport Ruffeh Oofhawn? The greateft number of his followers 
fled in confufion to the right and left, while Buddukhee, a chief 
in whom he had repofed the greateft confidence, and whom he had 
faved from being put to death by his father, whom he had raifed 
to hon d fupported with a liberality unbounded, having 


jours, an 
arms agair 





ihe e ameer al amra, ungratefully turned his 
rm: ft him at this inftant. The unhappy prince was in a 
fhort time left alone, furrounded by his enemies on every fide; but 
truly brave and fpirited, regarding the honour and reputation of 
the family of Timur, notwithftanding his delicacy and feeming 
effeminate foftnefs, he threw himfelf from his elephant, and, draw- 
ing the fabre of glory from the fcabbard of honour, fought fingly 
on foot againtt thoufands of affailants. But what could he effect, 
more than fell one life at the expence of many? He was foon 
hhewed down with repeated wounds, and refigned his breath to him 
who gave it. May the Almighty thew mercy to his foul! We are 
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God, and to him we muft return. 








ch courage, I muft with juftice remark, never appeared among 
defcendants of Timur, as fhewn by the offspring of Aulumgeer ; 
P: - nor 


prince was obliged to 
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nor do the various hiftories I have read, 
pofition of a prince fingly againft numbers. “True v: 
in the extremity of danger ; but it is eafy to affume 
of courage in the day of fafety. 
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Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw, 
alone, now founded the march of 1 
He permitted the mangled bodies of his martyr 
prothers to be kept three days on the field o} 
public view. They were afterwards conveyed to Dhely, and inter: 
without ceremony or pomp, in the maufoleum of the em) 
Humaioon, the general receptacle of the murdered princes © 
Imperial family. The maufoleums which they had 
themfelves, near the tombs of their favourite 
jafper, and other rich ftones, were owed 
Lail Koor, a public dancer, and miftrefs to th 






















Shaw. 


i rftandi tothe: 
Be it known to thofe of enlightened underftandings, and 


| 
| 
acquainted with the ufages of the world, that if, im the rela ) : 
the affairs of my liege and hereditary lord, the — IZ 
Dien Jehaundar Shaw, fome obfervations and a ana 
efcape my pen, contrary to refpest, ons . 
riographers of princes, they will not — = 
a prejudiced mind. “I know they are improper a 
fervant, and God forgive met but by them I — =e 
to his perfon, or difisetpect to the family of a a 
own {pleen ; no view to flatter. a {uccetlor, y = _ ; 
nor malicious abufe for the neglect or difappo a —*. 
faffered during this reign, I fwear by: God, and 
witnefler of oaths, that I loved fam mca ‘ : 
was incumberit Om Mie £0) record eae: Sie : 
good or bad, walt ex foolifh, in public ane private 
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_ ‘without one exception, all unworthy, what can I fay, as a faithful 
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writer? .Let it be remembered, that I was nourifhed for fifty 
years under the benignant fhadow of the great and glorious emperor 
Aulumgeer. How fad the alteration I now beheld! Of this man, 
this wretched idiot, oppofite to him in every quality, fucceeding to 
the very fame empire, fitting on the very fame throne, and the 
ations he did, what can I fay, or in what terms paint the difgraces 
they fuffered by his acceflion ?—I had beheld upon the throne an 
emperor. Warmth of expreflion operates in advice: the friends to 
the ‘Imaums, from the ardor of their loyalty to the houfe of Ali, 
heightened their ftyle, and reprefented with all the eloquence of 
zeal (for which they have been ever praifed by good men) that the 
opprefled might draw the fword againft a worthlefs tyrant. But I 
only mean a warning to the family of Timur; for the head of 
which, let his character be what it may, if I hefitate to facrifice 
my life, may I be numbered with traitors, and abhorred by my 
friends! 


"When Jehaundar Shaw, by the intrigues and fupport of the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, had triumphed over his three 
brothers, and afcended the throne of empire without the fear or 
dread of a competitor, all the cuftoms of time were changed. He 
was in himfelf a weak man, effeminately careful of his perfon, fond 


of eafe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of government. 


He had alfo blemifhes and low vices unworthy of royalty, and un- 
known among his illuftrious anceftors. He made the vaft empire 
of Hindoftan an offering to the foolifh whims of a public courtezan, 
which tortured the minds of worthy fubjeéts loyal to his family. 
ieee relations, friends and minions of the miftrefs, ufurped abfolute 


wr The two chief Imaums were the fons of Ali, by the daughter of Mahummud, 
and were put to death by the caliph Maweeah, one by poifon, and the other in battle, 
% with all their children except one, from whom defcended the other ten Imaums, and 
‘ the race of Syeds, fo highly refpeéted among the Mahummedans, 


wae 


authority 

























authority in the ftate; and high offices, 
able grants from the Imperial domains, were 
on beggarly muficians. "Two corores of rupees: 


fettled for the ho d ex] : 7, 
her cloaths and jes i 


whim, fometimes jewels, gold; 
greens, fruits, and the moft trifling ai 
>Zohera, keeper of a green-ftall, one of Ki 


friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fuitable j 


* About two millions fterling. 

2 The celebrated Nizam al Mulluk, who at this time lived a very 
Dhely, was one day pafling ina pallekee, with only a few a i 
narrow ftreet, he was met by Zohera, who was ri : on al f int 
‘The nizam endeavoured to get out o 
ndants, a DYs 
This enraged the nizam, 4 


train of fervants. 
Zohera’s fervants were infolent to his atte: 

















ing this, 

exclaimed, * Are you the fon of the blind man ?”” ther tho 

commanded his people to pull her from her elephant; which they did, with rudenefs. 
ho prevailed on the weak Jehaundar to take notice 


She complained to the miftrefs, w! notice 

of it, aft command Zoolfeccar Khan to punith the nizam. tke nizam had 

this to happen, and had informed the minifter of the affairs W hen Jebaue =. 

{poke to him, he was anfwered, that, to punifh the nizam for having cor es, 

infolent upftart, would enrage all the nobility, who would confider the honour 8 

order as hurt by any affront to the nizam. Jehaundar, upon this, did not Best is 
od 


commands. 


‘ Cp et eet on ; 1 
Upon Jehaundar Shaw’s promoting one of his miftrefs’s relations, @ mufician, t 


hich rank, ‘oolfeccar Khan, ameer al amra, out of {neer, demanded of the new-n 
: putting his feal of office to the patent, one thoufand final: 
to Lall Koor, his patronefs, of the indignity 0 
infifling that he fhould reprimand the ameer 
ched the minifter, who ironi 

4 with his majefty for promotion, he ls 
family, that they might by prastifing upon t 
cir inferiors, the mul 
dof his minifter 


lord, as a fee for 
The mufician complained 
and fhe told the emperor, 
haundar Shaw accordingly reproa' 
mufic was the beft recommendatior 


tabors to deliver out to perfons of : 
qualify themfelves for high office, and fucceed as well as th 


Jehaundar Shaw felt the force of the fatire, and, being afrai 


the patent. bi 
a8 Lips isl 


» the race of Syeds, fo highly refpected among the Mahummedans, 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


without one exception, all unworthy, what can I fay, as a faithful 


writer? .Let it be remembered, that I was nourifhed for fifty 
years under the benignant fhadow of the great and glorious emperor 
Aulumgeer. How fad the alteration I now beheld! Of this man, 
this wretched idiot, oppofite to him in every quality, fucceeding to 
the very fame empire, fitting on the very fame throne, and the 
aétions he did, what can I fay, or in what terms paint the difgraces 
they fuffered by his acceffion ?—I had beheld upon the throne an 
emperor. Warmth of expreflion operates in advice: the friends to 
the 'Imaums, from the ardor of their loyalty to the houfe of Ali, 
heightened their ftyle, and reprefented with all the eloquence of 
zeal (for which they have been ever praifed by good men) that the 
opprefled might draw the fword againft a worthlefs tyrant. But I 
only mean a warning to the family of Timur; for the head of 
which, let his character be what it may, if I hefitate to facrifice 
my life, may I be numbered with traitors, and abhorred by my 
friends! 


When Jehaundar Shaw, by the intrigues and fupport of the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, had triumphed over his three 
brothers, and afcended the throne of empire without the fear or 
dread of a competitor, all the cuftoms of time were changed. He 


_ Was in himfelf a weak man, effeminately careful of his perfon, fond 


of eafe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of government. 
He had alfo blemifhes and low vices unworthy of royalty, and un- 
known among his illuftrious anceftors. He made the vaft empire 
of Hindoftan an offering to the foolifh whims of a public courtezan, 
which tortured the minds of worthy fubjeéts loyal to his family. 
The relations, friends and minions of the miftrefs, ufurped abfolute 


* The two chief Imaums were the fons of Ali, by the daughter of Mahummud, 


and were put to death by the caliph Maweeah, one by poifon, and the other in battle, 
with all their children except one, from whom defcended the other ten Imaums, and 
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authority in the ftate; and high offices, great titles, and unreafon? % 
able grants from th Imperial domains, were fhowered pr ? 
on beggarly muficians...'' Two. corores of rupees ann lly ns 
icttled for the houfhold expences of the miftrets only, € ve of 
her cloaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her 

a chariot through the markets, where they purchafed, agreeable to 
whim, fometimes jewels, gold, filks, and fine linen; at others, 
greens, fruits, and the moft trifling articles. A woman named 
*Zohera, keeper of a green-ftall, one of Lall Koors 

friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fuitable jaghire, and 


* About two millions flerling. 
* The celebrated Nizam 2) Mulluk, who at this time lived a very reticed ibe at 
Dhely, was one day paffing ina pallekee, with only a few atrendants, wheny im a 


harrow ftreet, he ct by Zohera, who was riding om an elephant, ith a great 
‘The nizam endeavoured to get out of the way; Buty notwithitand- 


ing this, Zohera’s fervants were infolent to his attendants, and, as fie pated Opp Mie" 
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T was nourifhed for fifty 
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6 Ho fad the alteration I now beheld! Of this man, 
ed diot, “oppofite to him in every quality, fucceeding to 
y dar empire, fitting on the very fame throne, and the 
actions he did, what can I fay, or in what terms paint the difgraces 
they fuffered by his acceflion ?—I had beheld upon the throne an 











emperor. Warmth of expreflion operates in advice: the friends to 


the ‘Imaums, from the ardor of their loyalty to the houfe of Ali, 
heightened their ftyle, and reprefented with all the eloquence of 
zeal (for which they have been ever praifed by good men) that the 
opprefled might draw the fword againft a worthlefS tyrant. But I 
only mean a warning to the family of Timur; for the head of 
which, let his charaéter be what it may, if I hefitate to facrifice 
my life, may I be numbered with traitors, and abhorred by my 
friends! 
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When Jehaundar Shaw, by the intrigues and fupport of the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, had triumphed over his three 
brothers, and afcended the throne of empire without the fear or 
‘ dread of a competitor, all the cuftoms of time were changed. He 

_ was in himfelf a weak man, effeminately careful of his perfon, fond 
of eafe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of government. 
He had alfo blemifhes and low vices unworthy of royalty, and un- 
known among his illuftrious anceftors. He made the vaft empire 
of Hindoftan an offering to the foolifh whims of a public courtezan, 
which tortured the minds of worthy fubjeéts loyal to his family. 
The relations, friends and minions of the miftrefs, ufurped abfolute 


* The two chief Imaums were the fons of Ali, by the daughter of Mahummud, 
and were put to death by the caliph Maweeah, one by poifon, and the other in battle, 
with all their children except one, from whom defcended the other ten Imaums, and 

- the race of Syeds, fo highly refpected among the Mahummedans, ‘ 
ae authority 
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able grants from the Impcrial domains, were {how 
on beggarly muficians. *Two corores of rupees 
fettled for the houthold expences of the miftrefs only, exel 
her cloaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her in 
a chariot through the markets, where they purchafed, agreeable to 
whim, fometimes jewels, gold, filks, and fine linen; others, 
greens, fruits, and the moft trifling articles, Al 

*Zohera, keeper of a green-ftall, one of Lall Koo 
friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fuitable jag! 


* About two millions fterling. 

> The celebrated Nizam al Mulluk, who at this time lived a very reti 
Dhely, was one day pafling ina pallekee, with only a few attendants 
ftreet, he was met by Zohera, who was riding on an clep! 
rvants. ‘The nizam endeavoured to get out of th way; 
ing this, Zohera’s fervants were infolent to his attendants, and, as fhe he 
exclaimed, “ Are you the fon of the blind man?” ‘This enraged the nizam, who 
cor nded his people to pull her from her elephant; which they did, with rudenefs. 
She complained to the miftrefs, who prevailed on the weak Jehaundar to take notice 
of it, and command Zoolfeccar Khan to punifh the nizam, The nizam had fufp 
this to happen, and had informed the minifter of the affair. When Jehaundar 
{poke to him, he was an{wered, that, to punifh the nizam for having cori an 
infolent upftart, would enrage all the nobility, who would confider the honour of the 
order as hurt by any affront to the nizam, Jehaundar, upon this, did not enforce his 
commands, ae = aa 

Upon Jehaundar Shaw’s promoting one of his miftre(s’s relations, a mufician, 
high rank, Zoolfeccar Khan, ameer al amra, out of fheer, demanded of the new-ma 
Tard: as a fee for putting his feal of office to the patent, one thoufand {mall 
The mufician complained to Koor, his patronefs, of the indignity 
and fhe told the emperor, infifting that he fhould reprimand the ameer al 
haundar Shaw accordingly reproached the minifter, who ironically re 
mufic was the beft recommendation with bis majefty for promotion, he 
tabors to deliver out to perfons of family, that they might, by pradtifing upon 
qualify themfelves for high office, and fucceed as well as their site ons toe mt 
Jehaundar Shaw felt the force of the fatire, and, being afraid of his minifler, 
the patent. X 5 fete 
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‘her relations exalted to the emperor's favour, which they ufed t 
promote the interefts of the courtiers, for large biibes : nor did the 
nobility decline their patronage, but forgetting their honour, a " 
facrificing decency to the prefent advantage, eagerly Alocked rs : 
adoration to the royal idols, whofe gates were more crowded with 
€quipages in general than thofe of the Imperial palace, fo that to 
pafs through the ftreet where they refided was a matter of difficult 
by reafon of the throng. To do them juitice, many of them had 
generous minds, and performed various good actions in the ule of 
their influence at court, The ridiculous jaunts of the emperor and 
his miftrefs at laft grew to fuch a pitch, that ona certain nicht 
after {pending the day in debauchery, and vifiting different ae 
near the city, in company with Zohera the herb-woman the / - 
tired to the houfe of one of her acquaintance who fold Fats ‘vith 
which they all became intoxicated. After rewarding the Wetisn 
with a large fam, and the grant of a village, they returned i a 
drunken plight to the palace, and all-three fell afleep on the road 
On their arrival, Lall Koor was taken out by her women; but ae 
emperor remained fleeping in the chariot, and the driver sao had 
thared in the jollity of his royal mafter, without otha the 
machine, carried it to the ftables. The officers of the ious 2 
waiting till near morning for his arrival, on finding that ie 
miftrefs had entered her apartments without the em ai me 
alarmed for his fafety, and fent to her to enquire cena his 
fituation. She defired them immediately to examine the ech 
where they found the wretched prince faft afleep in the arms of 
Zohera, at the diftance of nearly two miles from the palace. This 
{candalous event afforded matter of offence to all good fubjects 
but of mirth and laughter to the weak Jehaundar and his Ricnosael 
favourites. He after this {till more expofed his vices to the public, 


MEMOIRS 


" often, as he paffed through the ftreets, feizing the wives and daugh- 
ters of the lower tradefmen, Once a week, according to the vulgar 


a : ¢ fuperftition, 
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fuperftition, he bathed with Lall Koor, concealed only by 
cloth, in the fountain of the 'Lamp of Dhely; in hi 

ceremony would promote pregnancy. Happy was the 
he was bathed in his own blood! The miftrefs had the f 
to abufe the princefs * Zebe al Niffa, daughter of the emp 
Aulumgeer, and aunt to Jehaundar Shaw, with expreflions fo vile 
as were unbecoming the meaneft perfon. This princefs had ne- 
gleéted to pay compliments to her, which fhe received from 
ladies of rank, and Lall Koor, enraged at this, teized the em 
to reprove his aunt, and oblige her to fhew attention towards 
but all was vain. However, he fo far complied with her unr 
fonable entreaties, that he left off vifiting the princefs, and declined 
going to an entertainment fhe had prepared for him, without in~ 
viting Lall Koor. How fhall I relate all his follies? The 
mentioned are fufficient to fhew the fad changes of 


and private. His other indecencies are too unworthy of 


relate. 


The ameer al amra, Zoolfeccar Khan, feater, nay even creator 
of emperors, with fuch an image of humanity in his hands, be- 
came abfolute, and fo proud, that ' Pharaoh and Shudad could not 
have obtained admiffion to his threfhold. He ftudied to rum 
the moft ancient families, inventing pretences to put them to deal h, 
or difgrace them, that he might nee their ia: : 
was the perfon he ful e&ed to be rich, as we la 
ie cons always aon each other. He eftablifhed 
exations and abufes as no prior age had beheld, and b: 
he is alone remembered. He took enormous emolu 
venues for himielf, while he difpofed of money to oth 


» A celebrated fakeer fo entitled. 
> Anglice, Ornament of the fex. 


3 Pharaoh, anda king of Yemmum, or Arabia Felix. 
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hand fo f{paring, that even his own creatures felt fevere poverty 
with empty. titles, for he never allowed jaghires to any. The 
rninds of high and low, rich and poor, near or diftant, friends or 
ftrangers, were turned againft him, and wifhed his deftruction. 
Hindoos and Muffulmans agreed in praying to Heaven for the fall 
of his power, night andday. Often does the midnight figh of the 
widow ruin the riches of an hundred years. 


Kokultafh Khan, fofter-brother to the emperor, and brought up 
with him from his childhood, was honoured with the title of Khan 
Jehaun. His wife, daughter, and whole family, alfo pofleffed great 
influence with the emperor, and claimed from him performance of 
a promife he had made to them of the vizurut. At the fame time, 
they and their adherents combined to work the overthrow of the 
ameer al amra. With this view, all their relations and dependants 
were raifed to high rank; and a great number of the nobility, dif 
tieffled by the pride and rapacity of Zoolfeccar Khan, joined their 
party. They infinuated to the emperor, that the ameer al amra 
entertained defigns too ambitious for a fubject, to attam which he 
would dare to fhed the. blood of princes ; that he had already deter- 
mined on a revolution, and either to feize the throne for himfelf, 
or, if he found that too dangerous, to beftow it on ' Ali Tibbar, 


or another of the confined prigces, more favourable to his will 
than his majefty. 


The weak Jehaundar, unendowed with the leaft judgment or cou- 
rage, was alarmed almoft to madnefs with the frightful picture of 
his own fituation ; but he had not firmnefs to oppofe the dreaded 
evils, nor fenfe to keep his fears fecret. The intrigues of Kokul- 
tafh Khan foon became evident to the whole court, and only ferved 
to awaken the vigilance of the ameer al amra, who took meafures 


* The only furviving fen of Azim Shaw, fon of the emperor Aurungzebe. 
y ig P g of 
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for his own fafety, by removing his enemies. Rooftum Dil Khan, 
Mukhlis Khan, and fome others, were put to death, and/a great 
number of the nobility laid under confinement on various pretences: 
The family of the late * khankhanan was reduced fo low as to want 
the common neceflaries of life. In fhort, the difpofition of the 
ameer al amra changed altogether from gentlenefs to the higheft 
pitch of tyranny, fo that he now punifhed with cruelty the perfons 
who had years before knowingly, or otherwile, given him the 
flighteft caufes of offence. I, who had differed with him in opi= 
nions during the life of Bedar Bukht, and frequently warned the. 
late emperor againft his afpiring views, had alfo been the friend 
and confidant of his mortal enemy the khankhanan, and of a diffe- 
rent party. in the late ftruggle, had not a hope of efcaping from his 
hands, or thofe of Jehaundar Shaw, who had commanded me to 
be fearched for, and put to death. Thinking itin vain to attempt 
concealment in Lahore, I had written the following verfes, and 
fent them to him by my grandfon, Meer Finaiut Oolla, who was 






















much in his favour. : 


«© My anceftors were attached to *Ali without views of “ L 
« am of the family of Ali; thou art the ’ Zoolfeccar of : He 
« Remember, I have no chief but thee. I repent of be ome 
« fome degree, and am come afhamed to thy tribunal. " te “ 
« am meaner than words can exprefs, yet Tam of the a "4 f 
«© which thou art head. ~Thow art now the guardian of our Hos 


( ors.” 
* your: look not at me, but upon our mutual anceft 


1 The celebrated Monauim Khan. 
2 The fon-in-law of Mohammud. 
3 A two-bladed fword of Ali’s. 

+ A title given to Ali. : 
5 A fyed, or defcendant from the prophet’ 


Here it means Azeem al Shawn. 


5 daughter Fatima, by Ali, 
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wered, that he had prevailed with pro- 
1 y to vifit him, and afterwards confined or 
ut them | death ; that if fach was his defign towards me, there 
was no occafion to ufe art, as I would of my own accord : ut . 
my fhroud, and come prepared for the worft before him To this 
he anfwered, by folemn oaths, that he meant no inal fea 
me 5 fo: that I was fatisfied, and went to vifit him without dre: a 
He received me in his private apartment, to which I was ne d 
armed, as ufual, and he rofe from his mufnud to Fis me 2 
having every way with much kindnefs, and more than I ex nett : * 
after which he difmifled me, with affurances of ehutihion = 
the fame day afked the emperor’s pardon for me, which was itis. 
Mistely: Peeler majefty obferved, that though he forgave 
a oa ; account employ me in his fervice. The 
i ae a made me promile, that I would not accept of 
y in t| e ftate, otherwife than through his patronage. I 

complied with his defire without regret, as, independent . a 
obligations I owed to him, there was no temptation left to car 






employment in a ftate which had in fact nohead; for the miniftry ~ 


was a collection of petty tyrants, and abufers of power. 


: cae the nine months in which Jehaundar Shaw, like an 
mbryo, lay in the womb of empire, I did not attempt to procure 
an office, but lived in perfect retirement, except that I ~~ and 
then unavoidably paid a vifit to the ameer al amra, who would fi 2 

quently afk my advice in public affairs, which I gave him t ne 
extent of my underftanding. oe 


In the height of this power and authority, (while the claim of 


z am, and no one elfe, Was gaining ftrength,) all at once a report was 
2 heard 
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heard that the prince Ferokhfere, fon h 
Oofhawn, had marched from Bengal towards Ba 
revenge his father’s death, and {eize the throne. Jeh 
and the ameer al amra; though they feigned to difbelieve th 
ligence, and defpife the attempt, yet in their hearts were 
with dread. Great sumbers of the Imperial fervants withed fecretly 
for the fuccefs of the rebellion. While the ameer al amra was for- 
tunate, he faw affairs in a proper light : while at Lahore, he had 
repeatedly advifed jehaundar Shaw not to remain more 1 
in Dhely, but to proceed to Agra, and, if neceflary, to the € 
provinces, as the dread of his power would not be imprefled fully — 
in the brealts of his fabjects, while Ferokhfere refufed to pay alle- 
w, on his arrival at Dhely, fafcinated b 


giance. Jehaundar Sha 
the various luxuries it afforded, forgot the advice of 


and chofe to remain, indulging himéelf i 


only from palace to palace, 

and his party perfuaded him that 

this rebellion, and engaged privately with Ferokhfere, ; 
would deliver his majefty a prifoner, {hould he prevail on him to 
march from the capital. Thefe ideas ferved to increafe the tearm J ia 
the weak Jehaundar Shaw. He would often exclaim, “ I did not a= 
« eill Azeem Oofhawn : it was the ameer al ama, who muftnow = 

> « go and anfwer the claims of his fon, for fatisfaGtion, What 

1 o with the pufinefs?” The other plans of an em- a 

ome by fear, may eafily be gueffed, and 

al amra, offended at the diftrufts 
bufinefs, but emy t 

his own immed 












« have I to d 
who was thus overe 
The ameer 
ttend as he ought to 
and forwarding 


peror, 
need no explanation. 
of his matter, did not a 
his time alfo in pleafure, 
tereft. on 
is brother Houfftin Ali Kh 


syed Abdoolla Khan Bareah, and hi r 
‘ the fervice 


had gained great honour by their behaviour in 






| the maintenance of extra- 


— ig Baer On his 
the gover ee 
‘ Je ee 3 fent one of his ase 
” 2 Peet _ poflefiion ; but he was o: seh 
feate eS. ie Siibieh eres soe 
| ere nS ee amra thought it advifable to difpatch 
ee fea La gapproving Abdoolla Khan’s condu&, and 
ee a his government, difelaiming alfo any Ba ¢ 
as : ae () pal him. Abdoolla Khan pretended grati , 
se oe ce for the royal favours, in order to ae f ac 
from the court, but which he had refolyed to ie, Ee 
me it 've no 
ecflary. When Ferokhfere arrived in Bahar 
Ny Syed Houffein Ali Khan, who on 
> fon of his patron Azeem Oofhawn 
magined, that Abdoolla Khan wait 


iW 


Dhely w 
ce at Allahabad. Firmauns of encou- 





























fto es a of the prine« 
be n i " if 
a fe a a promifes, were difpatched to purchafe his 
Say iis as to fecure it. While the rebellion was 
: ee , ie ig 5 minifters, divided again{t each 
an ete ae a i ow to act, Kokultafh Khan refufed to 
Dheiy Sree a army, if the ameer al amra remained at 
eR Bs at the emperor was not fafe in his hands - 
Saeed ks ink it Proper to quit the court, where ak 
=e as 4 a dangerous rival muft poffefs the whole 
He i ar Shaw did not dare to think, much lefs to f 
ould entruft with the command of the army ; K 
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for fo great was 
his 
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jis fear, that one day, when the daughte 
preftuming on her familiarity, infifted that 
declared vizier, and the ameer al amra be {ent 
replied with terror, « Hold your peace, or "he will p 
« death in an inftant.” 

At laft it was refolved that * Aiz ad Dien, eldett f 
Shaw, fhould march at the head of y 
under the tutelage of Khaja Houffein, f 
to Kokultafh Khan, a weak man, who never, unlefs in 
had feen.a fhot fired. The troops who marched with him d 
amount to fix thoufand, though there were among the officers 
many ameers of the higheft rank. On his arrival at Ag 
joined by Tauts, Rajapootes, and great m ers 
alfo many Fojedaurs, who covered c 
than droves of cattle to devour provifions ; how ! vith 
him a fine train of artillery. From Agra, Aiz ad Dien marched” 
without delay to *Etawa, and from thence to *Cudjwa, where 
Perokhfere had arrived with the two Syeds, and near feventy thou~ 
{and horfe and foot, moftly adventurers, who ferved from 


of benefiting themfelves by a revolution. 
















on the 2gth of Showal. carly 


s near, 
to 


‘The two camps being thu 
in the morning, Syed Abdoolla Khan and others advance 
connoitre the enemy's pofition, This brought on a fkirmith 
on both fides, which continued till ni 


afterwards a cannonade 
but Khan Dowran, 4 perfe 


without much execution 5 


* 


® Meaning the ameer al amra. es: 
+ Elder brother of the late, and uncle to the prefent emperor: 4Y 
3 A large town on the Jumna, thirty cofs to the eaftward of Agra, 
* A confiderable town in the diftriGt of Kora, where Aurangzebe and 5) 
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On the night of the 13th of Zeekaud, intelligence was 
that the Syeds had, by a countermarch of twenty mi 
ford of Gaow Ghaut, and croffed the river 
corps and all the artillery ; alfo that 
army, intended to follow the next day. T was prefent 
hews was brought to the ameer al ainra, who, on hearing 
vifibly affected and alarmed, as were all the nobility then prefent in. 
his train. Orders of march were iffued for the next mo 

fe camp Was, by the late maneuvre, 


meet the enemy, whot 
ten cofs diftant. Jehaundar Shaw moved accordingly, but 


before he had fight of the enemy, : 
and hollow ways om the banks of the Jumna. This 
who judged that their generals had chofen a ftr 
fear of a fadden attack, tham proper caution and 
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army continued the march to Secundra, and the day 


Ghaut, where the enemy’s troops were fill crofli 
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the enemy, as did alfo the emperors yearn! 
army. ‘The Syeds, notwithftanding- their inferior fo 
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to receive them, but the ameer alamra chof€ to defer taking advan- 
tage of his prefent fituation, as it was now late in the afternoon, 
and the fall of night, during an aétion, would create much confu- 
fion and diforder. With this idea, he chofé to encamp on the banks 
of a rivulet which ran between him and the enemy. 


~ Early in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy 
clouds and rain, I went to vifit the ameer al amra, who was jute 
come from the emperor's tents, and preparing to take fome refreth- 
ment; upon which, I afked my difmiffion, and returned to my 
own tents, intending to fleep. By this time the clouds had dif- 
perfed, and the fim fhone very bright. A little after mid-day, I 
was alarmed by the drums beating to arms, and a confuled noile, 
when running to my door, I faw the ameer al amra mounting his 
elephant with great hafte, and undrefled ; upon which I got ready 
my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed him with all 
poflible fpeed. Upon my arrival, he was ftanding upon elevated 
ground, looking round him. TI afked what had caufed the alarm, 
when he replied, that the enemy were drawing out their line, feem- 
ingly with intentions to cannonade. Our troops now haftened to 
form, the ameer al amra in front, and upon his right Kokultath 
‘Khan. Inthe center ftood the emperor, Jehaundar Shaw, attended 
by Rajee Khan, with the royal artillery. To the left were’ the 
troops of Mortuzza Khan Bukfhi, and many other amras. The 
enemy’s army advanced flowly till within reach of cannon-fhot, 
when they played upon us with their artillery and rockets, which 
were anfwered with great fury by Rajee Khan. Every one knows 
that, after an engagement is once begun, it is impoflible for a 
fingle perfon to fee more of the operations than thofe on the im- 
mediate fpot of his own poft; how then can I fay, I diftinétly 
viewed every change of two lines covering ground of miles in ex- 
tent? An author once read to Aurungzebe a long account of one 
2% 3 of 
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pare 
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ies with Dara Shekkoh, ‘The emperor obferved at the 
that he mutt certainly have been upon a high moun- 
ring the engagement, which he had feen fo minutely, 
himéelf, though commanding the linc, and mounted on an él 
did not perceive one-third of the particulars he had defcribed. 
fhort, I fhall only relate what I faw. After a cannonade of fome ~ 
time, I faw two bodies from the enemy’s line charge our’s, one 
with ared, and the other witha green ftandard.  Dhe former was: 
the corps of Raja Jubbeeleh Ram, and the latter of Syed 
Ali Khan. Obferving that our right flank was much ex 
remarked it to the ameer al amra, who immediately difpatehed 
orders for Abdul Summud Khan to move with the miftrefs's troops 
to that quarter. The firft body of the enemy charged direétly on. 
Kokultafh Khan, and the other pufhing through the line of our 
artillery, which was deferted as if approached; attacked | 
in which was Jehaundar Shaw. Our troops fell’ back “upc 1 
camp, and great confufion:took place, as the men, elephants and 
hories, became entangled among the ropes of tents, carriages and 
baggage. Numbers fled, but the ameer al amra remained firm, 
and the enemy was kept long ata ftand by his gallantry and fteadi- 
nefs; but he was ill-fupported, though Syed Honflein Ali Khan. 
fell wounded in the field, and Jubbeeleh Ram was not more fuc= 
cefsful in his charge on Kokultafh Khan. It was now about five 
o'clock, when affairs were thus doubtful ; but juft then 
\bdoolla Khan, with a great body, charged Jehaundar Shaw, W 
f{tood with his troops, already alarmed, fome diftance in the 
of the ameer al amra. They fearce waited to be atta 
broke their line, and fled in confufion on all fides, \ 
men’s elephants, thofe of the jewel office and treafirys, 
and thete, carrying diferder along with them. Jehaundar 
hattily joined the corps Of Kokultaih Khan, and was 


the enemy, who thus forced him between two fires, J 
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es with Dara Shekkoh. The emperor obferved at the 
on, that he mutt certainly have been upon ayhighy moun= 
tain during the engagement, which he had feen foumuntul 
himéelf, though commanding the linc, and mounted on an 
did not perceive one-third of the particulars he had defcribed. Jn 
fhort, I fhall only relate what I faw. After a cannonade of fome™ 
time, I faw two bodies from the enemy’s line charge our's, one 
with ared, and the other with a green ftandard. The former was 
the corps of Raja Jubbeeleh Ram, and the latter of S 
Ali Khan. Obferving that our right flank was much expofed 
remarked it to the ameer al amra, who immediately difpatehed: 
orders for Abdul Summud Khan to move with the miftrefs's troops” 
to that quarter. The firft body of the enemy charged direétly on 
Kokultafh Khan, and the other pufhing through the line of \ 
artillery, which was deferted as it approached, attacked: 
in which was Jehaundar Shaw. Our troops fell bac! 
camp, and great confufionstook place, as the men, elephants and 
hories, became entangled among the ropes of tents, cartiages and 
baggage. Numbers fled, but the ameer al amra yemained firm, 
and the enemy was kept long ata {tand by his gallantry and ftea 
nefs; but he was ill-fupported, though Syed Houflein Ali Kt 
fell wounded in the field, and Jubbeeleh Ram was not more fuc= 
cefsful in his charge on Kokultafh Khan. It was now abo ; 
o'clock, when affairs were thus doubtful; but juft then 
Abdoolla Khan, with a great body, charged Jehaundar Shaw, \ 
{rood with his troops, already alarmed, fome diftance in the 
of the ameer al amra. They {carce waited to be att 
broke their line, and fled in confufion on all fides, 2 
men’s elephants, thofe of the jewel office and treallarys ce 
and thete, carrying diforder along with them. Jeha 
haftily joined the corps Of Kokultaih Khan, and was 
forced him between two fires, 
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having now come to the afliftanceof Jubbeeleh Ram, who hac 

newed the attack in front, Kokultafh Khan was killed after 
fhort ftruggle, his troops difperfed, and Jehaundar Shaw difap- 
peared from his elephant. This made the rout general, and only 
the ameer al amra kept his ground. When he could hear 
of the emperor, and it became dark, he retired flowly to Shaw 
Gunge, near the city, where he remained till midnight, difpatchiny 
meflengers on all fides in fearch of his fovereign, with the hopes, 
if he could be found, of rallying the troops, and making one more 
effort the next day; butallin vain. Jehatndar Shaw could not be 
found ; upon which he thought proper to provide for his own 
fafety, and marched away towards Dhely. Thus, in the fpace of 
a few hours, was this government deftroyed, and another poflefied 
of abfolute authority. The robe of empire graced the auguft per- 
fon of Ferekhfere, who founded the joyful march of triumph. 


a 


no tidings 


‘Though I was not in the fervice of any one, and had no enmity 
to either party, yet I remained in the field till the ameer al amra had 
retired, when thinking it beft to provide for my own fafety, I 
entered the city with about a hundred perfons who fought my pro- 
tection, and retired to one of my own gardens, where I enjoyed 
perfect repofe from my fatigues. In the morning, I wrote to Syed 
Abdoolla Khan, with whom I was formerly on terms of friendfhip, 
exprefling my defire of leave to vifit him, and be introduced to the 
anew emperor. He replied to my letter with much kindnefs, and I 
paid my compliments to him as he pafled by my dwelling the fol- 
Jowing day, when he carried me with him to his own houfe. The 
emperor Ferokhfere entered the city the next morning, to pray in 
public at the tomb of Akber, on his return from whence I was 
allowed to pay him my refpe¢ts. Syed Abdoolla Khan marched 
towards Dhely the day after; and chofe to take me with him, 
which I did not think proper to decline. As yet, it was not. cer- 


tainly 
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w and the ameer al 
inly know shat quarter JehaundarShaw=a ameer al 
cai fd he Dowlah, father to the latter, was in the 
mand of Dhely, and had in his power the confined princess 
hs . srehenided that the ameer al amra would retreat to Dekkan ; 
It was apf but he not finding that prince; thought a F 
Jehaundar Shaw, who. had fhayed his beard ant 
" ing known, arrived a fhort time before the 
lace of Aflud ad Dowlah. This was foon 
; upon which the teense Sie ga cal 
3 need 
£ Azeem Oofhawn furrounded the houfe, yor’ bape 
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casitive into their charge. ; 
wee he = fupprefs their clamours. Making a virtue 
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obliged to confine ba Ferokh(ere, implying, that 
flity, he wrote a petition to re I 

nel eee Jehaundar in his own houfe, and waited mperial ke 


ing his di n, firmauns were: d 
oY ‘ning his difpofal. In return, vit i 
ea ail nil forgiving all paft offences, and continuing: 


the vizar w bdoollah Kha his d to 
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him in he vizarut, ith Syed Abdo n as his si: 5 


fe care Jehi ar Shaw was for t I 
beat ae : eee fatisfied Affud ad Dowlab, aad 
ae re on the ameer al amra, his fon, thas e ie 
Seen t Dhely, and wait the emperor's mercy, W: 
aca Gi forfeited life and fortune. 


re his 
hoped would pare 

ed Affud ad 
When Ferokhfere arrived near Dhely, i aa ier 

: is f be brought into his Pp ea 3 
Fac oe due to their high rank 5 — 

‘eturn in. faféty to his owns hOUISiss 
Saas and, after a few queftions had. 
ifhment for his crimes, 
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whifkers to prevent be 
ameer al amra, at the pa 
known throughout the city 


applaudin g 


Dowlah 
both received with the 
the former was allowed t 
the latter was led to a private tent, at 

he was ftrangled, as 4 P 


been afked him, : ec: 
and an example to others. His body 


Ca ther 

at ad downwards on an elephant, toge! er wit 
Shaw, who had been put to death in rifon: 
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new emperor's train, wile he m ide his triumphant entry to the 
palace; after which, both bodies were thrown into the ftreet, before 
the great mofque, and remained fome days a {pe€tacle to the mob. 
The eftates of the father and fon were confifcated, and their fa- 
mily, which had filled for above two hundred years the higheft 
offices of the ftate, was thus in an inftant levelled with the du ft, 
and, like that of 'Bermekee, totally ruined. Some other traitors 
were alfo punifhed with death, which impreffed the fubje@ with 
refpect for government, and proved that however, for a time, 
treafons might be attended with firccefs, at length the profperity of 
the houfe of Timur would be prevalent over all oppofition. 





Such is the firft beaming of the heaven-given fortune of his 
majefty, which, by divine blefling, is afcending to the zenith of 
glory and renown, Praife be to God, by whofe favour the con- 
clufion of my book is aufpicious ! and mercy upon the chofen of 
mankind, Mahummud, his defcendants, his friends and followers, 
for evermore! Amen. 


~* Known in Europe by the name of Barmecides, as mentioned in the life of Haroon 
al Ratheed, in the Hiftory of the Caliphs, 
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IN the compilation of the following part of my war ae 
ufed chiefly the authority of Perfian manu({cripts, oe which 
is at the end of the volume; and from much 
with many principal and well informed gle hes oa 
of their hiftory, I can affert the received authenticity 


facts related. 


For the account of the fituation of the ee emperor, 
Shaw Aulum,. from 1771 to 1779> I owe the : wr = 
jend Lieutenant Colonel PoLIER, whofe long igs 
hely enabled him to obtain 
tranfactions. 


to my fr 
and conneétions at the court of D 
the beft information of public and private 


¢ the cruel proceedings of the | 


The Perfic Journal © : 
‘ i Kaudir, was written 
cipled and inhuman Rbohilla chief, Gholaum i ae 


by .an eye witnef$ on the fcene of their ae = —— 
mitted me by my brother Captain RICHRED oS oT. sal <a 
and fuch other materials that would bear it literality as “a 
Vou. Il. S poffible 
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before it, which they did; but the ameer al amra had no fooner 
entered than the opening was fhut upon him, and Khaujeh Affim 
remained without. At the fame inftant two hundred armed men 
rufhed into the court and furrounded the {quare. 


Half an hour had not elapfed, when Abdoollah Khan, fuperin- 
tendant of the khowaufs, or domeftic fervants, came out from the 


emperor's apartment, and entering the fkreens, {poke as follows 
to the ameer al amra. : 


‘© His majefty commands you to inform him 
I why you * con- 
¢ fined Kaum Bukhth in Dekkan, and illufed his aed contrary 


«© to loyalty and refpect to the emperor ?” 
unhefitatingly anfwered, Sela 


«* T confined the prince by the orders of Aulu i 
mgeer, his foverei 
~ and mine. _ Had he commanded me to imprifon my own futher” 
‘ I fhould have teadily complied.” Abdoollah Khan then gilts. 
rew, but inftantly returning from the emperor, faid, 


«You were the general and chief mini 
y ‘ y minifter of > Azim S 
was it acting loyally to defert him in the field, a te a 


* own fafety by flight?” He anfwered, ek your 


2 ane he was alive I Kept the field, but when he was flain, 
7 te Hatto, oppofe a prince of the blood without a rival of 
7q ignity at the head of our army.” Upon this, Abdoollah 

; ; Khan 


: . 
iets Se eae 
i the enemy and rebelling ine 
a £64 nL [ae Khan for this tranfa@ion, The ameer al amra 
en of Azim Shaw when defeated by his brother Shaw 


; ie fiege of Jinjee, a ftrong 
being firongly fufpected of a defign of 
ft his father Aulumgeer, as related in his 


FEROKHSERE, 


\ 

Khan returned, but Coming back foon, faid, “ What were the cir- 
«¢ cumftances of your conduét to the martyred prince; his majefty’s 
« father, Azeem Oofhawn ?” 


The ameer al amra anfwered, “ He behaved inattentively to 
« me, and I then attached myfelf to. his brother; but in this did 
¢ no more than other nobles, who each embraced the caufe of the 
€ prince he beft loved, and from whom he received the greateft 


«« favours.” 


Abdoollah Khan then faid, «« Why was his majefty’s beloved 
« brother inhumanly murdered. in cool blood, many days after the 
« battle, when other princes were allowed to live?”” The ameer 
al amra convinced, by this queftion, that no fubmiffions or en- 
treaties could fpare his life, angrily exclaimed, “ If I am to die, 
<< kill me inftantly, nor yex me longer with vain interrogations.” 


a 


a 


Upon this, Lacheen Beg and other * chelas rufhing upon him, 
and having ftrangled him with a bow- 


ftring, ftamped upon his breaft, and ftabbed him, with daggers in 
feveral parts of the body. When quite cold, the corple was drawn 
out with ropes, and caft without the court of the divan, as a 
fpe€tacle to the populace. His effe€ts and eftates, with thofe of his 
father, were confifcated to the royal ufe. 


threw him on the ground ; 


tragedy Ferokhfere marched from 


blic entry into Dhely with imperial 
{plendour. 


The day fucceeding this 
Khizzerabad, and made his pu 


e 
a Every prince of Hindooftan has a band of attendants pie ie 
appellation. They are fuppofed to be always ready to ele Vf soe 
are too often employed in aflaflinations. ‘Tippoo Saheb has a bal ee be 
among whom he has enrolled many of our unfortapate co 2 el 
forcibly circumeifed. They are generally captives taken site cre? ne eae #2 
flaves educated under the eye of the prince, ‘The jeoghians t 


Conttantinople are of a fimilar defcription. 
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{plendour. The heads of the late | bs uncle, Jehaundar 
Shaw, and the ameet® al amra, Were rie 1 on poles in the cayal- 
cade; their bodies hanging feet upwards acrofs an elephant, as 
marks of his triumph. The aged minifter Afoph ad Dowlah was 
alfo compelled to attend the ReneS fhabbily dreffed, in a palan- 

e ladies of his family, as fpectators of 
their own difyrace. They were afterwards confined in the palace 
of Khan Jehaun. Raja Soobeh Chund, dewan to the late ameer al 
amra, had his tongue cut out, and his property feized. * Be not 
«« felf-fecure from the retribution of your actions, for every feed 
« fown produceth its'kind.” Many nobles and dependants of the 
late emperor were put to deatl, by the bow-ftring and other punifh- 
ments. Aizad Dien, fon of Jehaundar Shaw, Ali Tibbar, the fon 
of Azim Shaw, and Hoomaioon Bukht, younger brother to Ferokh- 
fere, were deprived of fight by a red hot iron drawn over their 
eyes. Owing to the unjuft flaughter and punifhments inflicted on 
numbers innocent of crimes, perfons of all ranks were feized with 


horror. The dread of death was fo great, that many nobles pre- 
vious to going to court ufed to take leave of their families, and on 


their return home offer prayers’ and alms, as in thank{giving for 
efcape from imminent danger. 


Ferokhfere had not long enjoyed the throne, when a jealoufy 
arofe between him and the vizier * Koottub al Moolk, which at latt 
extended to open contention, and finally occafioned the downfall 
of the empire and ruin of Hindooftan. The vizier, after the victory 
of Agra, had been difpatched to fettle affairs at Dhely, where, 
without confulting Ferokhfere, he had difpofed of two principal 
offices to his friends ; but the emperor on his arrival wifhed to con- 
fer them on other perfons. Koottub al Moolk upon this, obferved, 
that if, in the very commencement of his office, his advice fhould 

; not 


Syed Abdoollah Khan, appointed vizier with the above title, on Ferokhfere’s 
acceflion. It fignifies, The axis of the ftate, 


sot Sone 
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while Meer 
that how far 


not be followed, it, would deftroy his credit as vizier ; 
Jumlah, Ferokhfere’s private favourite, remarked to hin 
foever princes might truft fervants with power, yet 
keep due deference, and not appoint to important ftation 
orders from the prefence. In thort, though this difpute 
the vizier’s giving up one of the offices to. the emperor's ; 
yet it left mutual hatred in their minds. But the chief caufe of 
confufion in affairs, and the confequent difrepute of the vizier, his 
brother the *ameer al amra, and all the fyeds of Barel 
Ferokhfere had none of the qualities of empire, penetration o 
dué. He was of low mind and manners, and pofiefied only a 
ill-placed liberality, beftowing extravagant favours on men without 
defert and of low rank. Yet generofity is fuch a quality, that, 
however profufe, it has its admirers. Perfons eager of gain will 
praife it, and it leaves a good name to the poflefior in this frail 

Ferokhfere was therefore beloved by the common pe 
fact, he had not the leaft ability for fovereign command, 
the loweft office in a ftate. 





Meer Jumlah, envious and afpiring, but void of capacity, 
fought fuperiority over all the nobility ; and having fcattered to the 
winds the honour and fortunes of Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon, 
accumulated during a century and half, was meditating the de- 
ftruétion of the fyeds. He could not fee them the patrons of the 
people and guiders of adminiftration. Koottub al Moolk alfo, being 
much addided to women and luxury, fought for leifure, and had 
entrufted the reins of his authority to his dewan Ruttun Chund, | 
who had been purveyor to his family ; 2 man, rigid in his idela- | 
trous faith, but incapable of directing the affairs of the vizarut, 
the higheft office in the empire. From thefe caufes, contentions 
daily encreafing, eventually ruined the imperial authority of the 


* Syed Houfféin Alee Khan, honoured by this title on Ferokhfere’s fuceels 
near Agta. 
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and Khan Dowraun; but from his irrefolution’ and cowardice, his 
plans were changed day after day, and nothing was determined. 
Owing to the rumours of thefe diffentions, bufnefs was at a ftand 
in the capital, fo that the neceffaries of life became very dear. 


When much time had paffed in this manner, and mediators 
interfered, the emperor’s mother went to the houfe of Koottub al 
Moolk, and fatisfied his mind, by agreeing that his troops fhould 
garrifon the citadel, while he and the ameer al amra vifited her fon. 
Accordingly, the brothers came to ‘court, afked pardon for their 
offences, and complained of the emperor's fufpicions of their at- 
tachment from the infinuations of intriguing perfons. Taking off 
their fwords, they laid them at his fect, faying, « If we are 
“ guilty, here are our heads, and there the inftruments of punifh- 
“ment; but if, from regard to our fervices, our deaths fhould 
be uneafy to the royal mind, difplace and difmifs us from the 
prefence, that we may gather purity in a pilgrimage to Mecca 
and the holy tombs of our illuftrious * anceftors. If it is the royal 
will to ufe our fervices, and keep us in the prefence, to liften 
to the calumny of the factious, and injure and difgrace us, is 
contrary to the practice of juft fovereigns and the rules of pru- 
« dence.” At length affairs were thus adjufted, that Meer Jum- 
Jah, being promoted to the foubadary of Bahar, fhould be banifhed 
the prefence, and the ameer al amra march to Dekkan. 


“ 


“ee 


Meer Jumlah was difmiffed to his government in a few days 
after the reconciliation. Nizam al Moolk was recalled from Dek- 
kan, and Daood Khan ordered from Guzarat to Boorahanpore, 
there to wait the commands of the ameer al amra, 


After 
* The grandfons of Mahummud by his daughter Fatima, the wife of Alec. 


Se 
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After thefe arrangements, the emperor, who was recovered A.H. 1127. 
from a feyere *illnefs, which had hitherto prevented the celebration A. Di 1714-156 


of his marriage us A daughter of Maharaja Ajeet Simg, iflued 
orders for preparations for that ceremony. The ameer al) amra 
conduéted the feftivities on the part of the bride, and the marriage 
was performed with a {plendour and magnificence, till then unfeen 
Ta among 
2 It was about this time that the Eaft India Company obtained their firmaun 
of free trade from Ferokhfere. The embafly fent to him had been fome time 
unfuccefsfully employed, owing to the intrigues of the navob of Bengal, when 
an accident occafioned a fudden and fortunate conclufion to the negotiations 
Ferokhfere was feized with a diforder which the fkill of his own phyficians 
could not cure, and he was given over by them. Reduced to this extremity, 
he was advifed to truft his cafe to Mr. Hamilton, the furgeon to the embaily, 
who, by an operation, reftored him to health, During the operation it was 
reported, that the emperor had died under the furgeon’s hands; and fo .great 
was the fury of the populace, that they furrounded the houfe of the embaffa~ 
dors, threatening to deftroy them. ‘They were only to be appealed by Ferokhfere’s 
fhewing himfelf to them from a balcony of the palace, and affuring them that 
he had received new life from the {kill of Mr. Hamilton, Upon this the 
Englith became as much yenerated, as they had been before defpifed. Ferokh- 
fere conferred great marks of diftin&tion on Mr. Hamilton, and promifed to 
grant any favour he chofe to afk. Mr. Hamilton, inead of requefting rewards 
for himfelf, befought the grant of the Company’s requilitions; which were in- 
ftantly complied with, and the fees of office remitted. Upon the return of 
embafly, the emperor was very urgent with Mr. Hamilton to remain in his 
fervice, which he declined for the prefent; but promifed to return, when he 
fhould have fettled his affairs at Calcutta, Among the prefents made him by 
Ferokhfere, were models of all his furgical inftraments of pure gold, Mr. 
Hamilton, foon after his return to Bengal, died of a putrid fevers and the 
emperor, not fatisfied with the account of this event from the governor aa 
council, fent an officer of rank to Calcutta to examine the truth from he 
natives, whofe folemn teftimony and that of the Europeans hes buen ie 
emperor. 1 had this anecdote from Mr. Haftings, who tells me, ri ac 
firft arrival in India there were living witnefles of the crenata vet i 
Mr. Hamilton’s monument was to be feen in the burial ground of Calcutta, 
i ved, In a Life of Ferokhfere, the 
upon which the account of them was engra i Reaeeere gS ch 
i ftance of his recovery by a European furgeon is mentioned 
Wee his marriage from illnefs. The Company owe fomething to the memo- 
ne a man who fo nobly preferred their intereft to his own advantage. 
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among the princes of Hindooftan.. Many pompous infignia were 
added to the royal train upon this occafion. . The illuminations 
rivalled the planets, and feemed to upbraid the faint luftre of the 
ftars. High and low thared the feftivity, and joy thrilled through 
the veins of all. The emperor came to the palace of the ameer al 
amra, where the ceremony was performed ; after which, he car- 
ried the princef$ in the higheft fplendour of imperial pomp to the 
citadel, amid the refoundings of mufical inftruments and acclama- 
tions of the populace. 


The ameer al amra, having affured Ferokhfere, that in cafe of 
any breach of the royal promife, or defigns againft his brother 
Koottub al Moolk, he would return to Dhely in twenty days, 
began his march towards Dekkan. The emperor however had 
recalled Daood Khan, the chief of an Afghaun tribe of tried valour, 
and poffefling great influence and friendfhip with the Mharattas, 
from the government of Guzarat to that of Boorahanpore, appar- 
ently as deputy to the ameer al amra, but with fecret orders to 
oppofe and cut him off. Daood Khan, on his arrival at Boorahan- 
pore, began to act as if independant; upon which the ameer al 
amra fent a meflage to him, that as the government of all Dekkan 
had been conferred upon him, it was neceffary he fhould not draw 
his foot from the circle of obedience, but come to meet him fub- 
miffively, or retire to Dhely. Daood Khan, diftegarding this, 
pitched his camp under the walls of the city, and called to his 
affiftance Neemajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief, who had 
been taken into the imperial fervice by Shaw Aulum, and enjoyed 
the rank of feven thoufand, with feveral difri€ts in jaghire in the 
vicinity of Aurungabad. 


mabe Sia al amra, when arrived near Boorahanpore, repeated 
his admonitions, but in vain, upon which he marched to punifh 
him ; and Daood Khan, who regarded himfelf as the hero of his 


age, 
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age, was prepared ‘fo receive him. The engagement was very 
bloody on both fides. Daood Khan had given orders to his ele- 
phant driver to mat him to the ameer al amra, whom he was 
ambitious of attackiny in perfon ; and notwithftanding his advaneed 


line, which had charged the artillery of the enemy, was driven” : 


back with great flaughter, he, with many of his chief officers 

mounted on elephants, made repeated attempts to break through 

the foe. His bravery began to alarm the troops of the ameer al 
amra, feveral of whofe principal dependants were killed and 
wounded, and among them Meer Muthriff, the chief officer and 
favourite of his mafter, who was wounded by an arrow from Daood! 
Khan, and thrown from his clephant. At length Daood Khan 
approached near the ameer al amra, whofe army, now feized with 
a panic, fled on all fides, leaving him with only a few confidential 
attendants. At this crifis, a matchlock ball ftruck Daood Khan, 
who fell dead on the feat of his elephant; and the day of ‘his prof 
perity funk into the darknef$ of deftruétion. His followers inftantly 

difperfed, and the ameer al amra founded the trumpets of victory, 

commanding the body of Daood Khan €65 be dragged at the tail of 
an elephant round the city of Boorahanpore, Neemajee Sindia, 
who in the beginning of the aétion had retired to a diftance with his 
followers, came up to congratulate the victor, and his troops plun- 
dered the fugitives of his late patron. The effects, horfes, and 
elephants of Daood Khan were feized by the ameer al amra, who, 
{ome time afterwards, fent a few of the latter to court. 


The following circumftance is related. Daood Khan, while 
foubadar of Guzarat, had married the daughter of a zemindar of 
that province, and fhe was at the time of his death feven months 
gone with child, Determined not to furvive her Jord, the ripped 
open her womb, fo as to fave the life of the infant, and died. 
When the emperor received intelligence of the victory gained by 


the ameer al amra, he was much afflicted, and faid to Koottub al 
Moolk, 


7h a 
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Moolk, that fo valiant and celebrated a chief, as Daood Khan, had 
been unjuftly {lain ; when the vizier obferved, that had his brother 
fallen by the hand of the Afghaun, his pebedypriole have been of 


a different opinion. 


During this year, by the well conduéted valour of Abd al Sum- 
mud Khan, Bunda, chief of the fiks, who had pretended to royalty, 
and committed great depredations in the province of Lahore, was 
taken prifoner, and received the juft reward of his crimes. He 
was *lineally defcended from an adopted fon of Nannuk Shaw, the 
founder of the religion of the fiks, in the reign of the emperor 
Baber. Nannuk was the fon of a Hindoo grain merchant, of the 
Kuttree tribe, and being a youth of good capacity and pleafing 
manners, engaged the notice of fyed Houfiun, a celebrated dirveth, 
by whofe inftru€tions he made great progrefs in learning, and be- 
came an admirer of the fyftems of fpeculative and contemplative 
divinity of the muffulmaun devotees. Having feleéted fome of their 
tenets, he'tranflated them into the Punjaubee dialect, with addi- 
tions of his own, and callé@the compofition Kirrunt, which became 
the guide of his difciples, who at firft formed’ only a religious fect, 
without laying claim to political confequence: -Nannuk left two 
fons, but neither of them affumed the fupremacy of their order, 
which was given by election to Angud, one of their father’s fol- 
‘lowers, who held it thirteen years. He, having no fon, was fuc- 


. ceeded by a difciple, who prefided over the order twenty two 


years, and though he had fons, he placed Ramdafs, his fon in law, 
in the direction. Ramdafé lived only feven years, and was fucceeded 
by his fon Goorroh Arjun, whofe fon Hir Govind inherited his 
dignity. Hir Goyind’s eldeft fon dying, he was fucceeded by his 
grandfon, Hir Roy, who after feventeen years left this world, and 
was fucceeded by his infant fon Hir Kifhen. He having no iflue, 

: his 


* This is contradiéted by other writers, who fay he was of obfeure parentage; 
but the fiks believe this account of his defcent, or affect to do fo. 
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. jae 

a Rrbitionicah se ae fon of Hir Govind, was eletted, 
of Aulumgeer’s ay) sek ne ae we ee 
contributions ee oe ir saith = ne te nee be Roa 
junétion wa Hafiz ‘Adam eeitiaans sen aaa a ke 
Some time after the death of Teeghe Balegiion “his 5 Coal 
} g » his fon Goorroh 
Govind, having collected his follawérs, gave them arms and horfes, 
which till his time they had never ufed, and began to commit 
depredations ; but he was foon obliged to fly, and two of his fons, 
being taken prifoners, were put to death. Being defirous of return= 
ing to his home, he prevailed on fome Afghauns to condué him, 
difguifed as one of their devotees, through the army flationed at 
Sirhind ; and for the remainder of his life kept himfelf retired, 
having loft his faculties in grief for his:fons. He ordered his dif- 
ciples to wear blue, and leave their beards and the hair of their 
heads unfhaved, which they do to this day*. He was fucceeded by 
Bunda, one of his followers, who was alfo called Goorroh Govind, 
This man obtained great power; and while Shaw Aulum was in 
Dekkan againft Kaum Bukhfh, collected his followers, to revenge 
the death of his predeceffor’s fons. He committed the greateft 
cruelties on the muflulmauns, in every advantage fhewing no 
quarter to age or fex, and even ripping up women with child, The 
emperor Shaw Aulum found it neceflary to march in perfon againft 
him, and he was befieged in the fortrefS of Loch Ghur, which 
was taken, but Bunda found means to efcape, and raife new infur- 


rections. 
The 


2 The fiks admit profelytes from any fect. They profels deifm. Their cere- 
monies I am not informed of. They mourn at a birth, and rejoice at death, 
It is faid, every profelyte is obliged to drink the water, in which fome fiks 
have wafhed their feet, mixed with hog’s blood; a horrid abomination oie 
pious muflulmaun. Hindoo profelytes drink water, in which a few drops 
a cow's blood have been mingled. 
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The death of Shaw Aulum, the difputes of his fons, and the 
unfettled ftate of Jehaundar Shaw’s government, prevented means 
being taken for the extirpation of the herefy | and Bunda, taking 
advantage of the diftraction of the times, acquired an alarming 
degree of power. Upon the acceffion of F erokhfere, Iflaum Khan, 
foubadar of Lahore, was fent againft him, but defeated with great 
flaughter; upon which Bazeed Khaun,, fojedaur of Sirhind, was 
commanded to punifh him, and took the field. He was affafinated 
in his tent, when alone at evening prayers, by a fik, “commiffioned 
for that purpofe by Bunda, and the murderer efcaped unhurt. Abd 
al Summud Khan, governor of Kafhmeer, was now promoted to 
the foubadary of Lahore, and fent againft the rebels with a great 
army. After many fevere engagements, he forced Bunda to take 
refuge in a fortrefs, which was blockaded fo effectually, as to cut 
off every fupply. The garrifon was reduced to the neceflity of eat= 
ing cows, horfes, affes, and other animals forbidden by their laws 3 
when at length, having no provifion of any fort left, and being 
reduced to the extremity of famine and difeafe, they begged for 
quarter. Abd al Summud Khan, having planted a ftandard on the 
plain, commanded them to come out and lay their arms under it, 
which they did. He then divided the meaner fort among his chiefs, 
who cut off their heads, and threw their bodies into a river near 
the fortre(s. ‘The chiefs and perfons of rank he put in chains, and 
placed them upon camels and affes, with caps of paper on their 
heads, and proceeded with them to Lahore in this manner, to excite 
the derifion and infults of the populace. The mother of Bazeed 
Khan, whofe murderer had been rewarded by the fiks, and diftin- 
guithed by the title of Tara Sing, upon his being pointed out to her 
in the proceffion, threw down a heavy ftone from the roof of her 
houfe as he paffed, and killed him on the {pot, in revenge for the 
death of her fon. After fome days, Bunda and the other captives 
were fent to Dhely ; through which he was carried in an iron cage 


upon an elephant, dreffed in a robe of gold brocade, and a ot 
ea 
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head a red turban, embroidered with gold. Behind him fat a 
foldier with a drawn} fabre. Preceding him were borne by perfons 
mounted on clephangs numberlefs heads of his difciples on long poles, 
alfo a cat upon a ftaff, to denote that not an animal belonging to 
him was {pared from flaughter. After his elephant came, tied two 
and two upon camels, feven hundred and forty prifoners, having 
each a hand bound to his neck. Upon their heads were fantaftic 
caps, and they wore habits of fheep fkins, with the wool outwards. 
The fiks bore the infults of the populace with the greateft firmnefs, 
and {teadily refufed the emperor’s offers of life if they would em= 
brace the Mahummedan faith. They were put to death, an hun= 
dred each day, on the enfuing feven days. On the eighth, Bunda 
and his fon, with their remaining friends, were executed without 
the city. They were carried to the place of execution in ridiculous 
proceffion. A dagger was put into the hands of the chief, who 
was commanded to kill his infant fon; but refufing, the child was 
flain by the executioner, his heart torn out, and forced into the 
father’s mouth. Bunda was then put to death, by the tearing of 
his flefh with red hot pincers and other tortures, which he bore 
with the greateft conftancy; and had he not infliéted fimilar eruel= 
ties on others, he might be regarded as a martyr to his faith. It 
is faid, he made the following reply to Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
who had remonftrated with him on his conduét: When the fins of 
“a people become excellive, the divine Avenger fends forth among 
“ them a tyrant, like my(elf to punifh their crimes; but when 
« the meafure of juftice is filled, commits him to the hands of one 
“ more powerful, that he may receive the reward of his actions. 
«© What are the cruelties and oppreffions of the wicked, if they 
“€ fhew not the rod of the Almighty!” * 
Vou. Il. U Ferokhfere 
2 The fiks now poffes the provinces of Lahore, Pungjaub, and Moultaun, 
with great part of Dhely, and bands of them have more than once made in- 
roads on the navob vizier’s dominions, but have been as often ealily sa 
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reported, that Ferokhfere, in his laft illnefs, fent to afk his pardon 
for his treatment of him, and to requeft his adfice how to act to- 
wards the fyeds. Afoph ad Dowlah faid, tlt the emperor had 
been led to do wrong by his unlucky deftinyd and when he had 


ruined his family, he had deftroyed the pillars of the empire of 


Timur; that as he had entrufted the reins of government to the 
fyeds, he fhould feek only their fatisfaction, for diflention could 
only render his affairs worfe, and draw down ruin upon his own 
head. Afoph ad Dowlah was buried with great funeral pomp, 


at the expenfe of the emperor, in a maufoleum, erected by his 
father for the family. 


Ferokhfere, by the advice of his favourites, had appointed 
feveral perfons to offices in Dekkan; but the ameer al amra, re- 
garding them as inimical to his authority, kept them unemployed 
by various excufes, and filled their places with his own dependants ; 
which enraged the emperor, who was treated alfo with the fame 
difrefpec&t by his vizier at Dhely. The dewan, Raja Ruttun Chund, 
controuled all the imperial offices, fo as to leave their pofleffors 
only a name. He farmed out in leafe the * royal demefnes to his 
own creatures; and the imperial dewan and Roy Royan, whofe 
peculiar employ it was to regulate them, finding it in vain to pleafe 
the emperor and his minifters, being divefted of all power, re- 
quefted to refign their nominal offices. 


Ferokhfere, willing if poffible to regain his authority, recalled 
to court Einaiut Oollah Khan, who had been dewan to Aulumgeer, 
intending 


* Left this expreflion fhould be mifunderftood, it is fignified, that the pro- 
perty of the foil is all in the emperor, and the landholders are removeable at 
pleafure; but they were fuffered to be hereditary, unlefs in cafes of treafon, 
rebellion, or defalcation of revenue, except in thofe diftriéts above named demefnes, 
which were referved for the private fupport of the royal houfehold, and were 


farmed to renters annually, or in leafe, 
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intending to réttoresiiin to his former office; but this nobleman, 
fearful of offending the powerful vizier, at firft declined the offer, 
nor did Koottub al Moolk, who had experienced his abilities, with 
for fuch a rival. Hg was, however, at length perfuaded by Akh= 
laafs Khan, his friend, who tried to reconcile the jarring interefts, 
to confent to the appointment, on a promife that Einaiut Oollah 
fhould not propofe any thing to the emperor, or fill inferior offices, 
without his knowledge and approbation, and agreed that Ruttun 
Chund fhould not interfere in the management of the royal revenue. 
As Koottub al Moolk, on account of the difpleafure of Ferokhfere 
and his own fondnefs for pleafure, fat but little in the courts of the 
vizarut, which occafioned great delay in bufinefS and vexation to 
clients, Einaiut Oollah requefted that he would at leaft come once 2 
day to his office ; which he promifed, but {oon failed to perform. 


Einaiut Oollah Khan, notwithftanding his reputed abilities, did 
not confult the temper of the times, fo vit different ie thofe 
of the reign of Aulumgeer. He obtained t! e emperors orders to 
revive the . capitation tax upon infidels ; which difobliged Raja 


i hs, Kath- 
Chund and all the Hindoos. As many eunuchs, 
ee and perfons of bad charaéters, had procured 


valuable jaghires, fo as to leave no fubfiftence or oe for the os 
ferving, ‘he withed to confifcate fome and Jeffen others, to m : 
room for them. This regulation interfering with the dependants ° 

Koottub al Moolk, he was much difpleafed, and all the deputies in 


office hated the ftrictnefs of the new dewan. The agreement be- 
izier was foon broken, and changed into mutual 


oppofition. A dependant of Ruttun Chund, who owed a oe 
able balance of revenue to government, was confined for the oe 
by Einaiut Oollah, who refuted to releafe him at the requeft of his 


e i 5 to make his efeape, took 
patron; but the defaulter finding mean ie 


mirians, Hindoos, 


tween him and the v 


m for every two thoufand of property poflefied by 


i rupees per annu' 
a Thirteen rupees pe and very poor, were excufed. 


the Hindoos, The lame, blind, 
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’ 
fhelter in his houfe, and Ruttun Chund would not give him up to 
the royal officers. The emperor, enraged at! his infolence, com- 
manded Koottub al Moolk to difcharge him from his fervice ; but 
the vizier would not obey. \ 3 


Another great canfe of difagreement between the emperor and 
Koottub al Moolk was this: Raja Jey Sing had been difpatched 
with a powerful army to reduce Chooramun, chief of the Jauts, 
who had raifed a rebellion in the province of Agra; the rebel, 
after a refiftance of nearly a year, being reduced to extremity, {ent 
an agent to Koottub al Moolk, offering to pay him a confiderable 
fum of money, a large pefhcufh to the royal treafury, and to come 
and make his fubmiffions at court, if he would procure his pardon 
and recall the troops of Jey Sing. The vizier, thinking to pro- 
cure a new and ufeful partizan in Chooramun, obliged Ferokhfere, 
much againft his inclination, to accept the offers. The rebel 
accordingly came to Dhely, and was admitted once to the royal 
prefence. Raja Jey Sing was greatly difpleafed at the efcape of 
Chooramun from his hands, and complained to Ferokhfere of the 
indignity thewn him in return for his fervices, Difagreeable intel- 
ligence alfo arrived from Dekkan, which caufed freth diffentions at 
court, and at length involved the empire in confufion. 


When the ameer al amra, after the defeat of Daood Khan, had 
proceeded to the capital of Aurungabad, and began to adjuft the 
affairs of his government, he found that Kaundoo Dhearee, who 
was eftablifhed oh the part of * Raja Sahoo in the province of 
Khandefhe, had ereéted a chain of finall forts on the high road 
between the port of Surat and the city of Boorahanpore. His Mha- 
rattas, ifluing from thefe ftations, obliged merchants and travellers 
to pay a fourth part of their property; or, in cafe of refiftance, 
plundered them of the whole, and confined their perfons till they 


. 


received 


* Chief of the Mharattas. 
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received a ranfom, jhe ameer al amra difpatched one of his chiefs, 


with four thoufand honfe and as many foot, to expell the Miharattas, 
and raze the forts; but this officer being drawn into an ambufh by 


Kaundoo Dhearee, who pretended to fly before him, was defeated 
and flain, with many of his troops, and the remainder were 


made prifoners. ‘The ameer al amra now fent againft the rebels 
Mohukkum Sing, his dewan, and his own brother Syef ad Dien 
Ali Khan, governor of Boorahanpore, in great force; upon which 
Kaundoo, not chufing to hazard an engagement, retired to his 
matter Raja Sahoo in the fortrefs of Sittarra, but his followers con- 
tinued to commit depredations as ufual, cautioufly avoiding their 
enemy. Mohukkum Sing, unable to bring the Mbarattas to a 
decifive aétion, marched to befiege Sittarra, when he was recalled 
by the ameer al amra, who had obtained intelligence of diffentions 
at Dhely, and that the emperor had fent private orders to Raja 
Sahoo and all the perfons of authority in Dekkan to oppofe and 
diftrefs him. From this caufe, though he was vifited by Mubariz 
Khan, foubadar of Ahmedabad, and other imperial officers, yet 
he never could properly eftablifh his authority in Beejapore, Hyder- 
abad, or the Carnatics, 


The emperor Aulumgeer, in a war of twenty fiye years, had 
reduced the two remaining muflulmaun * monarchies of Dekkan, and 
taken forty fortreffes from ‘the Mharattas, when Tara Bhay, widow 
of Ramrauje, their chief, offered to fabmit, if he would allow her 
ten rupees in each hundred from the collections of the country, as 
original proprietor of the foil. The emperor, however, oe 
difdaining to make terms with infidels, or from avarice, refufed is 
offer. Shaw Aulum, his fucceflor, entered into negotiations for a 
treaty with Tara Bhay and Raja Sahoo; but, owing to ine 
ments between the two latter concerning the divifion of the allow- 


i i from 
ance, it was never finally adjufted 5 and upon his ee 


+ Beejapore and Golconda. 
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Dekkan the Mharattas demanded the choutes or fourth part of the 
revenues, which the foubahdar Daood Khan agreed to pay them, on 
condition that the jaghires of the princes of the blood and his own 
fhould be excepted from this tribute ; alfo, Nthat his own agent, 
Heeramun, fhould fuperintend their colleétions, and that they fhould 
not plunder or moleft caravans. Thus affairs were tolerably con- 
duéted during his government, and, at firft, in that of his fucceflor 
Nizam al Moolk, which lafted only a year and five months; but 
in the latter part of it the Mharattas renewed their plunders. 


The ameer al amra, finding the emperor leagued with the 
enemy, and his brother the vizier oppofed at Dhely, thought it 
moft prudent to make peace, and bind the Mharattas to his interett. 
He accordingly ratified the conditions granted them by Daood 
Khan, with the addition of the allowance of deefmukkee, or ten 
rupees in every hundred. It» was fettled, that Bifhonaut and 
Chimnajee fhould refide as agents of Raja Sahoo, with a refpectable 
force, at Aurungabad, to receive the choute, and that they fhould 
eftablith colleétors in the diftricts over the deefmukkee. Thus, for 
atime, the calamities of war and its attendant famine, which had 
vexed Dekkan for a long {eries of years, fubfided, and the people 
began to tafte repofe ; but the governors of diftri€ts and farmers of 
revenue were more diftrefled than ever, as they had now three col- 
“Jeétors, one from the prefence, one fof the choute, and a third 
for the deefmukkee. Ferokhfere was highly enraged at the ameer 
al amra for concluding this treaty, but had not the courage to refute 
his affent, or ability to counteraét the ufurpations of his minifter, 
who directed the affairs of Dekkan as he pleafed, employing none 
but his own dependants, and paying no attention to the royal ap- 
pointments, unle{s he was aflured of the fidelity of the perfons to 
himfelf. 


About 
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About this timg Ferokhfere had conferred the government of 
Boorahanpore, as dyputy to the ameer al amra, Upon Jaun Niffar 
Khan, an old nobleman of refpeéted charaéter, and) related by 
adoption to the minifters, in hopes that he would hearken’ to/his 
advice, and become more obedient to the imperial pleafure. Jaun 
Nifflar Khan arrived at the Nerbudda with only his common at= 
tendants, not chufing to raife troops, left the appearance of them 
fhould excite jealoufy in the ameer al amra, efpecially as Ma- 
hummud Ameen Khan had been detached with an army to Malwa, 
a province bordering on Dekkan, at the fame time he received his 
commiffion. Reports had already fpread at Aurungabad, that the 
motive for the march of thefe nobles was the deftruction of the 
ameer al amra, and had magnified the domeftic train of one into 
eight thoufand horfe, as an advanced body to an army under the 
latter of fixty thoufand men, The ameer al amra, however, was 
foon better informed, by the receipt of letters from Jaun Niffar 
Khan, who requefted an efcort of troops to bring him to his pre- 
fence, his fmall train being infufficient to protect him againft a 
banditti of Mharattas, who infefted the high road, under Sunta, 
a chief, independant of Raja Sahoo. ‘The ameer al amra complied 
with his requeft ; and upon his arrival at Aurungabad treated him 
with great refpect, but delayed fending him to Boorahanpore, not 
chofing to truft a frontier {tation to one fent by the emperor. 


This year was alfo difinguithed by the rapid and extraordinary 
exaltation of Mahummud Moraud. This man, by birth a Kafh- 
mirian, and native of the fame place as * Sahebeh Niffwaun, mother 
to Ferokhfere, was by her introduced to the emperor, whom he 
perfuaded that he could eafily effect the deftruction of the fyeds, 
without coming to open war, ot caufing confufion in the ftate. 


Ferokhfere, gratified by his flatteries, {addenly promoted him to the 
WwW rank 


« Anglice, Chief of women. 
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rank of feven thoufand, with fuitable jaghires, and the title of 
*Rukkun ad Dowlah. He daily conferred upgn him the moft ex- 
travagant prefents of jewels and money; alfo the rich bedftead, 
fumptuoufly adorned with precious ftones, of the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun. As Rukkun ad Dowlah was a man of infamous charac. 
ter, it was {uppofed the emperor was a partner in his vice. By his 
counfel, Nizam al Moolk was recalled to court from his govern~ 
ment of Moraudabad, and Sirbullund Khan from that of Patna, 
with great promifes of favour, to join their influence in the deftruc- 
tion of the fyeds. Ajeet Sing, raja of Rhatore and father in law to 
the emperor, was alfo invited to court for the fame purpofe ; but 


immediately upon his arrival, feeing the irrefolution and varying 


councils of the cabinet, he thought it fafeft to attach himielf to 
the vizier. Nizam al Moolk and Sirbullund Khan, who expected 
the vizarut and ameer al amrathip, being told by the emperor 
that he intended the former.office for Rukkun ad Dowlah, refolyed 
to run no rifque merely to ferve the favourite, under whom they 
efteemed it a difgrace to rank. Upon this, the diftrict of Moraud- 
abad was taken from Nizam al Moolk, and being with additional 
lands created into a foubahdary, was conferred on Rukkun ad Dowlah. 
Many others of the principal nobility were alfo invited 'to accomplifh 
the ruin of the minifters ; but all, finding that it was only to age 
grandize a worthlef§ minion, refufed compliance. During thefe 
cabals, the * eeed al fitter occurred, when the emperor ufual 
went in ftate, attended by the nobility and troops, to the place of 
worfhip without the city ; and it was rumoured, that on this day 
0! 
Moolk attended, but no attempt was made againtt oy 4 a 
fies and apprehenfions had now arifen to fuch a height, that he 
no longer thought himfelf fafe without his brother, and accord- 


ingly 
+ Pillar of the flate. 


* Feftival on conclufion of the great faft of Ramazan, 
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ingly wrote him tc haften to Dhely for their mutual {ecurity, 
as the moft powerful vaffals of the empire were ‘collected in the 
capital, and Ferokhfere was daily planning fehemes for their 
deftruction. is 


The ameer al amra, enraged by the intelligence from his 
brother, refolved to march to his affiftance, and by a decifive blow 
to deftroy the power of their enemies. He had already, in order 
to alarm Ferokhfere, received with great pomp and ceremony 
from Raja Sahoo, a youth called Moien ad Dien, faid to be a 
fon of * Sultan Akber, and had requefted leave to come to court, 
as the air of Dekkan was unfavourable to his health. Ferokhfere 
was now filled with dread, and attempted a reconciliation with 
the vizier ; who, in order to gain time for the arrival of his brother, 
took a frefh oath of fidelity, as did the emperor of regard and 
attachment ; but there was no fincerity on either fide. Akhlaafs 
Khan was difpatched to affure the ameer al amra of the emperor’s 
regard, and prevail upon him to remain in Dekkan. Koottub al 
Moolk employed himfelf in attaching to his intereft, or at Jeaft 
to ftand neuter, the few confequential nobility, who had not joined 
his party, and he fucceeded. Nizam al Moolk was pone As 
government of Malwa, and Sirbullund Khan that of Cabul. Ma- 
hummud Ameen Khan and Khan Dowraun were alfo drawn over 5 
fo that Ferokhfere had now no perfon of real confequence or ability 


attached to him, but Maharaja Jey Sing. He advifed the emperor 


to take the field, and truft his caufe to the affection of his troops, 
who would be animated to their duty by feeing their oe 
heir head, and defert the minifter, but in vain, , ae 
and infatuated, would not quit the walls of his Ua i 
at one time laying {chemes for the affal ina- 

W2 tion 


tk 
cowardly, 
where he continued ; 
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tion of the brothers, and at another, on their difeovery, making 
abject fubmiffions, and imploring forgivenef$ ; every effort at 
freedom concluding in greater reftri€tions upon his authority, and 
hazard to his perfon. : x) 


The ameer al amra having placed his own garrifons in fuch 
fortrefles of Dekkan as he chofe to retain, and given up the re- 
mainder to the Mharattas, as the price of their friendihip, began 
his march, with an army of above thirty thoufand horfe, ten 
thoufand of whom were Mharattas. Near the fort of * Mando, 
he was met by Akhlaafs Khan, who had been fent from Dhely 
by the emperor to affure him of his regard, and to prevail on him 
to return to Dekkan; but this agent was fecretly a {py of the 
vizier’s, Inftead of performing the royal commiflion, he repre- 
fented the reconciliation of Ferokhfere as pretended, magnified 
the dangerous influence of Rukkun ad Dowlah, and fet forth the 
danger the vizier was in from fo many of the principal nobility at 
Dhely with troops, particularly Nizam al Moolk, ‘Sirbullund Khan, 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, and Maharaja Jey Sing, who would 
certainly fupport the emperor, fhould he but confent to withdraw 
his favour from Rukkun ad Dowlah. The ameer al amra continued 
his march, and upon his arrival at Oojein received advice, that 
the emperor, alarmed at his approach, had paid a vifit to Koottub 
al Moolk, honoured him by placirig his turban upon his head, 
and that the moft facred oaths of friendfhip had been taken be-~ 
tween them ; that on the following day the vizier, with Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, had gone to court, where the proteftations of fidelity 
and favour were renewed; and Ferokhfere had fignified in full 
aflembly to Rukkun ad Dowlah and his dependants, that he 
would henceforth exclude all jealoufies of the minifters from his 


‘heart. The ameer al amra, on hearing this news, faid in public 


durbar 


® Once the capital of Malwa, now in ruins. It belongs to the Mharattas. 
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durbar with a loud voice, that if the emperor had fincerely no 
enmity againft him; and fhould receive him with real favour, he 
would on his part form no plans but of loyalty and attachment, 
and would, after receiving audience and delivering up his royal 
prifoner, return to his government. He was not however fincere 
in his declarations, for it has been heard from the mouths of his 
intimates, that, immediately after, he told them in private, that 
he was convinced the emperor would ruin his family, thould he 
ever have it in his power, and their only Yecurity was in his de- 
thronement. He proceeded on his march, and at the diftance of 
about four days from the capital was met by many of the principal 
nobility, and his brother’s dewan, Raja Ruttun Chund, who re- 
lated to him exaggerated accounts of the condué of Ferokhfere 
and his favourites ; which enraged him fo much, that he fhewed 
open contempt to Zuffir Khan and others, who had been fent 
from the emperor to compliment and affure him of the royal 
favour. At length they encamped clofe to Dhely, near the minaret 
of Ferofe Shaw, and, contrary to the *rules of etiquette, com= 
manded his band of mufic to play on his entering his tents, 
faying, that he no longer confidered himfelf as ‘ fervant of the 
emperor, and would not regard the royal ceremonials, 
nee of fuch a mark of diftefpet, 
was overwhelmed with dread, and at a Jofs how to act. At one 
time he refolved to exert his authority, and take the field, to 
th the rebsl ; but his fears foon returned, and he had recourle 

eee ia ; : Maharaja Jey Sing now again ad= 
to mediation and entreaty. , 3 

r : sce. and encamp; afluring him, that 
vifed him to leave the palace, an P 


ses . a] fervants, who would 
he would inftantly be joined by the imp erial, fergam double 


Ferokhfere, upon intellige: 


5 allowed, without permiffion, 
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double the force of the brothers in number, and punifh their 
infolence ; that it was moft probable their own followers would 
defert them, fhould they fee his majefty refolved, and join the 
imperial ftandard, when the minifters muft fubmit to his pleafure, 
or fly. Ferokhfere would not be roufed to aétion. He now de- 
termined to give himfelf up to the mercy of the vizier and amcer 
al amra, and even commanded all the nobility to receive their 
orders, and act as they directed. At length he received a meflage 
from Koottub al Moolk, that if he would difmifs Jey Sing from 
court, and confer the offices immediately about the royal perfon, 
fuch as the command of the palace artillery, the direction of the 
halls of audience, and intendancy of the domeftics, on their de- 
pendants, and admit a guard of their troops into the citadel, he 
and his brother would come and pay their obeifance with readinefs 
and loyalty. Ferokhfere in reply, affured them that he would 
confer the above offices on Koottub al Moolk and other fyeds, and 
receive their vifit on the feftival of the *noroze, which would be- 
gin in afew days. Jey Sing, having received the royal orders to 


quit Dhely without delay, retired to his zemindary of Ambere, un- 
able to affift his wretched fovereign. 


The unhappy Ferokhfere having confented to the demands 
of the fyeds, on the eighth of February their troops were admit- 
ted into the palace, and the royal guards withdrawn ; when 
Koottub al Moolk with Maharaja Aject Sing entered, and pott- 
ed their dependants where they thought proper, to prevent 
treachery. None of the imperial fervants, but Rukkun ad Dow- 
Jah, Imteauz Khan, Roofhun ad Dowlah, and a few domettics 

and 


* Firft day of the Perfian folar year, which is obferved as a high feftival. 
The emperor is weighed in a feale againft fomewhat of every fort, from jewels 
and gold to the moft common neceflaries of life, which are diftributed to the 
poor. 
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.and eunuchs, were allowed to remain with thesemperor. — The 


ameer al amra, in princely {plendour and paradey@attended! by 
his army, marched through the city, and entered "thes palace 
towards evening, ‘his troops remaining under arms without) to 
prevent diforders in the avenues. He was received with the 
greateft diftinction by the emperor, who thed tears, and placed 
his own turban upon his head; conferring upon him alfo, all 
the jewels he had upon his drefs; but the ameer al amra 
behaved haughtily, refufed part of the gifts, and haying up- 
braided his majefty with ingratitude and want of confidence 
in himfelf and his brother, who had been the inftruments of 
his. exaltation to the throne, took his leave in an hatty man- 
ner, neglecting the cuftomary ceremonial of refpect at his depar- 
ture, and returned to his camp. At the fame time the vizier, 
with his followers, left the palace, and the royal guards were 
readmitted to their ftations. st 


Ferokhfere, though thus difrefpedtfully treated by his minifters, 
who, it was eafy to perceive, were not now to be controuled, or 
reconciled to his authority by his condefcenfions, took no means 
to protect his perfon. It is probable, he thought the brothers 
would be contented with the powers of government, and leave 
him the name and pageantry. of emperor, and that he had ene 
to ftruggle no longer for greater privileges of royalty. aes - 
pafied after the interview. On the evening of the feventh, he 
¢ intentions to hunt in the vicinity of Dhely the follow- 
g, but laid afide his defign on the receipt of a meflage 
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efeape from their hands, and that he had refolved to fly to Ma- 
haraja Jey Sing; but this does not appear probable, as he had 
fuffered fo many days to elapfe without attempting to quit the 
palace, which he could’ have more eafily effected in difguife, and 
unattended, than with his ufual fuite and cumbrous train of majefty. 


On the morning of the fixteenth of February, Koottub al 
Moolk, attended by Maharaja Ajeet Sing, fome confidential de- 
pendants and guards, came to the, citadel, and were allowed as 
before to difmifs the royal garrifon, and fupply their pofts with their 
own, ‘The ameer al amra then difpatched his troops to occupy the 
avenues to the palace, and about three in the afternoon came in 
great pomp through the city, carrying in his train, upon an cle- 
phant in a covered *ambaree, the pretended captive prince ; but 
he did not proceed to the palace, alighting at the pavilion of 
Shaifteh Khan, fome diftance from it; where he remained. The 
vizier and Ajeet Sing now introduced themfelves to the emperor, and 
demanded certain conceffions and appointments for themfelves and 
friends. Koottub al Moolk in angry terms fet forth, that in return 
for the fervices performed by himfelf and his brother, they had 
met with only ill-founded jealoufies, and treacherous attempts upon 
their lives ; of which the royal orders to Daood Khan and others 
to oppofe them were clear proofs ; that they could not any longer 
fubmit to his authority, unlefs they had fecurity for their enna! 
fafety, by all the offices of the palace being committed to the hands 
of their own friends, upon which they mutt infift. Ferokhfere, 
notwithftanding he faw himfelf entirely in the power of his enemies, 
defired they would wait till the approaching feftival, when their 
requefts fhould be complied with; which the vizier refufed, and 
Rukkun ad Dowlah attempting to pacify his anger, was ordered in 
opprobrious terms to quit the citadel. This he did in the greateft 
confufion, and was conyeyed to his own houfe in the palanquin of 


Imteauz 
* A canopied feat, 
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fervants were difperfed with little bloodfhed or refiftance. It was 
now confirmed that Ferokhfere had been taken prifoner; and the 
+ nobut announced to the people from the walls of the citadel, the 
acceffion of Ruffeh al Dirjaut to the throne, which appeafed the 
tumult, and order was in great meafure reftored. Many houfes 
however were plundered, and the royal ftables burned, during the 
difturbance. 


It is faid, that Koottub al Moolk repeatedly requefted Ferokh~ 
fere to quit the private apartments, and defigned to leave him in 
poffeffion of the throne, if he would confent to certain reftrictions ; 
but the emperor would not truft his perfon from the haram. 
While arguments were catrying on between him and the vizier, 
the tumult began without the city, and Koottub al Moolk receiv- 
ed information from his brother, that no time was to be lott, as 
there was danger of a general revolt of their friends and the 
people. Reduced to extremity, he commanded fome Afghauns 
to force the doors, under the conduct of his brother Nudjum ad 
Dien, who having effected it, though bravely refitted by the 
Georgian, Ethiopian, and Turkifh women-attendants, entered the 
ladies’ apartments. After much fearch, he found the emperor, 
furrounded by his mother, wife, daughter, and other princeffes, 
who entreated for his fafety; but, at fuch a time, in vain. He 
was forced from among them in the moft injurious manner, and 
immediately confined in a dark chamber, over one of the gates of 
the palace. Ruffeh al Dirjaut, the fon of Ruffeh al Kudder, 
youngeft fon of Shaw Aulum, was then taken from among the 
confined princes, and feated on the throne, with the title of "Abou 
Berkaut Shumfe ad Dien Mahummud. His acceffion was an- 


i nounced 


* Band of Mufic. 
* Son of divine favour, Sun of the religion of Mahummud. 
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nounced by the found of the nobut and firing of cannon, and in a 
few hours order and quict were reftored to the capital. Excluding 
the reign of Jehaundar Shaw, which by fome is added to that of 
Ferokhfere, he fat on the throne of Hindooftan fix years, four 
months, and a few days, according to lunar computation. 
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ABOU BERKAUT RUFFEH AL*DIRJAUT. 





UPon the acceffion of the new emperor, who was yet in his 
minority, it was agreed, that Koottub al Moolk fhould refide in 
the palace; which he filled with his own dependants and relations, 
removing even the eunuchs and other domefticks for thofe of his 
own choice. At the firft public diyan a firmaun was iflucd, at 
the requeft of Maharaja Ajeet Sing and Ruttun Chund, to annul 


the capitation tax on unbelievers, and orders were {ent to the dif- 


ferent provinces confirming the governors and officers in poffeffion 
of their pofts. Rukkun ad Dowlah was put under {trict confine- 
ment, his fortune confifcated, and proclamation made for the dif- 
covery of his effects, as it was fuppofed he had fecreted great 
fums and valuable jewels given him by Ferokhfere among his 
friendgm Severe tortures were alfo inflicted upon his perfon, to 
compel a difclofure of his wealth. The jaghires and property of 
all the dependants of the late emperor were feized, excepting thofe 
of the ranny his queen, daughter to Ajeet Sing, at whofe requeft 
they were fpared, and fhe was allowed to return to her father. 
The *walla fhawee munfubdars and cavalry, many of whom had 
ferved long without pay in hope of obtaining jaghires, and thofe 
who had an allowance but were greatly in arrears, were difbanded 
without receiving any part; and orders iffued, that fuch of them 
as chofé it, might enter the fervice of the ameer al amra, at fifty 
rupees per month for each horfeman. Mahummud Ameen Khan 


‘was 


* A corps yaifed before Ferokhfere’s acceflion to the empire, by that prince. 
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was appointed fecond, and Muzzuffir Khan third bukhfhi. Though 
Nizam al Moolk, regarding the uncertainty of the times, wifhed 
to retire, he was prevailed upon to accept the foubahdary of Malwa. 
Sirbullund Khan, who had marched towards Cabul, but had halted 
about thirty miles from Dhely to watch the turn of events, was 
recalled to court, and received a frefh inveftiture in his govern= 
ment; after which he proceeded. Mahummud Reza was made 
chief cauzee, and Ameer Khan, an old nobleman of Aulumgeer’s 
reign, appointed *fuddur al fuddoor; but all the affairs of revenue 
and juftice were in fact only the deputies of Raja Ruttun Chund. 
No alteration was made in the arrangements of the provinces, left 
it fhould oceafion difcontent and confufion, of which little had yet 
occurred at any diftance from the capital, 


The death of Ferokhfere is related in two different modes, 
both of which fhall be given, leaving the truth or falfehood on their 


authors. 


It has been confidently faid by many credible perfons, that the 
brothers, without inflicting any perfonal injury, committed him to 
the.care of an Afghaun officer in a gateway of the palace. Perokh- 
fere one night left his chamber, while his keeper was afleef} in- 
tending to let himfelf down from the battlements of the citadel, 
by his turban and veftband; but was foon difcovered by the wary 
Afehaun, who forced him with blows from the terrace; which 
difgr ace fo affected the unhappy prince, that he beat his head with 
fuch force againft the walls of his prifon as to fracture his fkull, 
and he died immediately. 


Mahummwud Afhum relates the following account, which is 
given in his own words. 


« The 


* An office fomewhat fimilar to chief juftice. The intendancy of charity lands, 
and penfions to the learned and religious, were alfo under its controwl, 
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« The wretched emperor was confined nearly two months in 

« a dark chamber, enduring various calamities. A hot iron was 
«© drawn over his eyes, but it did not wholly deftroy his fight. 
« Still anxious for liberty, he fent repeated meflages to the fyeds, 
“< begging mercy and reftoration to his throne; offering to act in 
“ all affairs agreeably to their pleafure. Sometimes he flattered 
« his keeper, Abdoolla Khan Afghaun, promifing him the greateft 
“ rewards if he would conduc him to Maharaja Jey Sing ; of 
« which the Afghaun informing his employers, they became fear- 
« ful of his efcape, and refolved upon his death. Poifon was 
« twice mingled in his victuals without effect; but being adminif- 
« tered a third timé, he was thrown into violent agonies, and 
“ continued long in torture. During his pangs he invoked curfes 
© on his murderers, and called on God, whofe name had witnefled 
“ the treaty he had made with them, to avenge his caufe by in- 
« ftant punifhment. The brothers, upon this, ordered his death 
« to be haftened with the bow-ftring, but it was with difficulty the 
“ executioners could place it round his neck, as he feized it with 
« his hands, and they were obliged to beat them with clubs, fo 
« that he was put to great pain before he’ expired. It was re- 
“ ported, that he was alfo mangled with fabres; but the author 
t¢ has heard this contradicted by the executioners themfelves, who 
« related the above particulars to him with tears of compunction. 
“ The evening of the day following, the body was carried for in- 
« terment to the tomb of ?Hoomaioon. The populace attended 
«© the proceffion in crowds, curling the fyeds, and lamenting 
« Ferokhfere, who was much beloved by the meaner fort for his 
g gteat charities towards them. ‘They infulted the officers who 
« conduéted the funeral by abufive words, pelting them with {tones 
« and filth; nor would any one receive from them the alms 
« offered as ufual on fach occafions. On the third day after the 
« burial, all the poor of the city repaired to the terrace on which 
‘ « the 

2 Father of the emperor Akber. 
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« the corpfe had been wathed, to renew their mournings; and 
« having fubferibed to procure * molowees and buy “yietuals, con- 
« tinued lamenting and praying all night till the dawn of morn= 
« ing.” Thus far fays Mahummud Afhum. But furely the divine 
vengeance was fhewn in the misfortunes and death of Ferokh= 
fere, for he had infliéted thofe cruelties on others which he now 
tafted of himfelf. As for the fyeds they fhortly alfo received re- 
tribution for their aétions. 


The brothers, now poffeffed of abfolute authority and the ime 
perial treafures, agted as they thought proper. They divided 
money, jewels, elephants, horfes, and rich plate between them ; 
and Koottub al Moolk, who was much addicted to women, feized 
feveral ladies of the royal haram for his own ufe. The new 
emperor was but a child, and-no more than a pageant but he 
did not long furvive his exaltation, dying of a confumption, after 
a nominal reign of four months and a few days; being fucceeded 
by his younger brother Ruffch ad Dowlah. 


RUFFEH 


2 Profeffors of divinity, or teachers. . 

» At the fateah, or third day after the interment of a corpfe, the relations 
and friends of the deceafed meet to pray for the repofe of the foul, when 
vidtuals are diftributed to all comers and the poor. This ceremony is alfo 


renewed every anniverfary of the death. 
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*RUFFEH AD DOWLAH. 





ImMepiaTELy on the acceffion of Ruffeh ad Dowlah, a re- 
bellion broke out at Agra. The governor of this citadel, willing 
to take advantage of the troubles of the ftate, fupported by his 
garrifon and fome munfubdars of the province, proclaimed as em- 
peror fultan Nekoofeer, fon of Akber, youngeft fon of Aulumgeer, 
hoping that he fhould fpeedily be joined by Maharaja Jey Sing, 
and other nobles inimical to the fyeds. The brothers, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of this commotion, marched with Rufich ad 
Dowlah from Dhely without delay, and reached Agra before the 
governor could receive any important affiftance. He held out the 
citadel for fome days, in hopes of fuccour ; but, finding that a 
plot was laid by his own troops to deliver him up to his enemy, 
he put himfelf to death, and the place was given up to the minif- 
ters, who punifhed a few of the officers with death, and remanded 
Nekoofeer to his confinement. Soon after this, Ruffeh ad Dowlah 
was taken ill, and being paft hopes of recovery, Nudjum Ali 
Khan was difpatched to Dhely to bring down one of the confined 
princes to fucceed him. He fixed upon Roofhun Akhter, the fon 
of Jehaun Shaw, fon of Shaw Aulum, eldeft furviving fon of Au- 
rungzebe, who, with his mother, had been confined fince the 
death of his father and acceflion of Jehaundar Shaw. Ruffeh 


ad 


* Dignifier of the ftate. 
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ad Dowlah died before his arrival, after a reign of only three 
months. This event was kept fecret for fome days im the camp, 
to prevent diforder, till the arrival of *Roofhun Akhter; when 
the royal corpfe was fent in great funeral pomp to Dhely, where 
it was interred in the maufoleum of Koottub ad Dien, near his 
brother and predeceflor Abou Berkaut. 


* Of brilliant ftare 


Vor, If Y MAHUMMUD 
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RoosHun Akhter arrived in the camp at Futtehpore on the 


A.D.1720 eleventh of Zeekaud; and on the fifteenth of the fame month, 


about eight in the morning, being the fele&ted fortunate hour, 
added fplendour to the throne of Hindooftan by his aufpicious 
acceffion. He took the title of *Abou Futteh Naflir ad Dien 
Mahummud Shaw. He was at this time in his feventeenth year. 
Navob Koodfia, his mother, followed him from Dhely, and being 
a woman of great judgment and good fenfe, did not neglect a 
regard to the circumftances of the times, but devoted her attention 
to acquire the confidence of the brothers in all affairs. The de- 
pendants of her late hufband Jehaun Shaw would have gone to 
meet her, but fhe forbad them, and commanded that no one 
fhould approach the door of her apartments to prefent offerings, 
being refolved to remoye every caufe of jealoufy from the fyeds. 
» Fifteen thoufand rupees per menfem were allotted for the expenfes 
of her houfehold. The emperor was furrounded by the depend- 
ants of the vizier and ameer al amra, without whofe affent he did 
not even move from the camp to take the air; and by the inftruc- 
tion of his mother, he ftudied wholly the pleafure of his minifters, 
who conduéted the affairs of the empire with abfolute {way. 


As the brothers were not fatisfied with the condué of Jub- 
beleh Ram Naggir, governor of Aleabad, who had fhewn them 
; difrefpect, 


2 Father of victory, champion of religion. 
® About fifteen hundred pounds fterling. 
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difrefpeét, the ameer al amra prepared to march to that quarter, but 
fuddenly received intelligence of his death, upon which he impru- 
dently obferved, It was to be regretted that his head had” not 
been feen by the* people on the point of a {pear. This {peech 
coming to the ears of Gheerdhir, nephew to the deceafed, he re= 
folved not to fubmit to the authority of the fyeds, collected troops, 
and affumed independance in his province.” Upon this, the ameer 
al amra moved the royal camp towards Agra, ordered a bridge of 
boats to be thrown over the Jumna, and, giving out that he fhould 
foon follow with the emperor, detached fome troops againi® the 
rebel. About this time Meer Jumlah was appointed fuddur™al 
fuddoor; but the powers of this office, as of every other, were 
controuled by Ruttun Chund ; infomuch that he even conitituted 
the judges of the Mahummedan law in the provinces. It: is: faid, 
that one day, taking fome perfons to be introduced as cauzees'to 
Koottub al Moolk, the vizier, lzughingy obférved, that he ap- 
pointed muflulmaun divines, though a Hindoo ; upon whielr one 
of his companions wittily remarked, that the raja, having: hap= 
bad turned his attentrom %0: 





pily fettled his temporal concer 
fpiritual affairs. 


Gheerdhir, alarmed at the threaten di march: off the ameer al 
fering to evacuate che: torr of Ales 
end Raja Ruttm Chund. te ailtare: 
rooaint Binm tm anatiier government: 
sd the fuisihiaey off Qudtewam 
on to & higher oe Thaadiin- 
F of Lonai& Lip CicemRAaAliRets 
by the provincial governors, who sow beam tp cedhat SSEerSseS 
dience. It was allio rumoured adcoad, that Chm Gates ore ee 
fered concerning the divifion of ee Un he Gel Gf Sees, 
which occafioned miftruit and jealonty among thair Gependaws. 






amra, fent petitions to Court, 
abad," if the minifters woul 
him of their friendihip, 
His requeft was comp 











conferred upon him, wi 
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Nizam al Moolk, who had been appointed foubahdar of Malwa, 
had by his vigour and abilities reftored that province to a flourifhing 
fituation; but the reputation he acquired rendered him an obje& 
of jealoufy to the brothers, who wifhed to remaye hun to another 
quacter, lefS favourable to his intereft than the frontier of Dekkan, 
where he had great influence with the Mharattas. They offered 
him the choice of four other foubahs, under pretence that the 
ameer al amra wifhed to refide in Malwa, as from its vicinity he 
could better watch the affairs of his government of Dekkan; but 
Nizam al Moolk, not withing to quit his poft, excufed himfelf, 
and prepared to refift the demand by adding to his force. It is 
{aid alfo, that he had the boldnef$ to conclude a letter to the vizier 


- with this verfe: « I am hot ungrateful, I can fwear with truth ; 


A.D. 1720, 


« JT am not like you, I can {wear with truth.” Upon reading this, 
the fyeds were enraged, and fending for the agent of Nizam al 
Moolk, imprudently treated him with infult, and fpoke of his 
employer,in opprobrious language. 

Nizam.al Moolk, upon information of the behaviour of the fyeds, 
refolyed to throw off his obedience to their authority, and {eek an 
independant power in Dekkan. To this he looked with greater 
thopes of fuccefs, as Mahnmmud Ameen, and other Tooraunee 
nobles at court, had affured him they were weary of the pride and 
haughtinefs of the ufurpers, and would try every means to ruin 
them, which would eafily \be effected if they could be feparated, 
and moft probably his invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al 
amra to that quarter. They fent him alfo a private note from 
the emperor, exprefling his encouragement of any plan to extricate 
him from the hands of the vizier and ameer al.amra, and appoint- 
ing him to the nizamut of all Dekkan. Nizam al Moolk began 
‘his march from Malwa, and intelligence of it foon reached the 
brothers, who difpatched Dillawer Ali Khan at the head of a con- 
fiderable army in purfuit. About this time advices were received 

of 
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of the fuccefs of Abd al Summud Khan; foubahdar of Lahore, 


againft the rebellious Afghauns, who had raifed a dangerous infur- 
rection in that province. 


s e 
Nizam al Moolk, having croffed the Nerbudda, prevailed on 
the governor of * Afere to put him in poffeffion of that very im-= 
portant fortrefS, for a large fum of money ; and he yas equally for- 
tunate in obtaining the citadel of Boorahanpore on the fame terms. 
He was alfo joined by his relation Eiwaz Khan, foubahdar of Berar, 
a general of reputation, and his whole army. Runna, a Mha- 
ratta chief inimical to Raja Sahoo, entered his fervice with two 
thoufand horfe, and many zemindars flocked to his ftandard; as 
did alfo Anwer Khan, governor of Boorahanpore. At this time the 
mother of Syef ad Dien Khan, a near relation of the ameer al amra, 
who was on the road to Boorahanpore, fearful of ill ufage, fent 
her jewels to Nizam al Moolk, who would not accept them; but 
treated her meflenger refpettfally, and gave /her an efcort of two 
hundred horfe to condué her to the army of Dillawer Ali Khan 5 
which aétion procured him great credit. The ameer al amra, 
receiving advice of his rapid progrefs, prepared to march in pecfon 
againft him, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifed 
peace, and that he fhould yield the foubahdary of Dekkan to him, 
as a favour from the emperor. About this time advice arrived of 
a dangerous tumult having happened in Kathmeer, between the 
muffulmauns and dHindoos, owing to fome religious difputes, in 
which the greateft cruelties were committed on both fides. 


This difagreeable intelligence was quickly followed by ne 
ftill more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death | 
Dillawer Ali Khan, with little lof& to Nizam al Moolk, who po 
marching rapidly towards Aurungabad. Koottub al Moolk at 


+ Once the capital of the kingdom of Khandefhe, reduced by Akber, It is 
now in poffeffion of Sindia, a Mharatta chief. 
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the ameer al amra now became irrefolute, and diftra¢ted in their 
councils ; one time giving out that they would both march with the 
emperor to Dekkan; at another, refolving to offer terms ; and then 
again determined on war. The ameer al amra would have taken off 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, whom he fufpected of treachery, but 
this the vizier would not allow. Amid thefe alarms, on Friday 
the twenty fecond of Ramzaun, occurred at Agra a dreadful carth- 
quake. It continued at intervals for many days, during which 
numerous buildings were thrown down, and many people killed. 
It was accompanied with a rumbling noife in the earth, that filled 
the hearts of men with fear, and the fuperftitious regarded it as 
the forerunner of downfall to the minifters, who alfo were not 
unaffected with this belief. 


In the month of Zeekaud it was refolved, that the emperor, 
with Koottub al Moolk, fhould march to Dhely, and the ameer 
al amra to Dekkan; but this plan was delayed, owing to the 
jealoufies which the latter had of the Tooraunee nobles, particu- 
larly Mahummnd Ameen Khan; who, fufpecting treachery, had 
fortified himfelf in his quarters; but this obftacle was at length 
overcome, and a new treaty of friendfhip concluded. 


The fugitives, to the amount of fome thoufands, who had 
efcaped from the field on the defeat of Dillawer Ali Khan, joined 
themfelves with Aulum Ali Khan at Aurungabad, who had march- 
ed from that city with an army of five and twenty thoufand horfe 
_to oppofe Nizam al Moolk. Twelve thoufand of this force were 
‘Mharattas, whom he detached to harafs the enemy’s army, by lay- 
ing wafte the country, and cutting off his fupplics. Nizam al 
Moolk, having fent his heavy baggage and women to Afere, be- 
gan his march from Boorahanpore, crofied the Poorna with great 
expedition, and pitched his camp at Ballapore, where he refolved 


_to wait and give battle. He was now equally fuccefsful as before ; 


Aulum 


———— 
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Aulum Ali Khan was defeated and flain, and his death left the 
nizam without a rival in Dekkan. 


The grief and diforder which the intelligence of this misfortune 
occafioned to the brothers, is not to be expreffed, efpecially the: 
ameer al amra, whofe wives and family were in Dekkan ; but he 
was relieved fhortly from his fears for their fafety. The governor 
of Dowlutabad, though he had fuffered great injuries from him, 
had the generofity to admit them into the fortrefs, where he fhewed 
them attention and refpect. News arrived that Mubariz Khan, 
governor of Hyderabad, had joined Nizam al Moolk with feven 


thoufand horfe. 


After much deliberation, it ‘was agreed that Koottub al Moolk 
fhould remain at Dhely, and the ameer al amra move with the 
emperor to Dekkan 5 accordingly. the former, having taken leave, 
proceeded towards the capital, and the imperial army purfued the 
route to Dekkan. 


The ufurpations of the fyeds had long been regarded with dit 
guft by the nobility, who in general withed their deftruction. 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, who converfed in the Turkifth language 
with the emperor, had gained his affent to the plans of Nizam al 
Moolk, and had refolved if poffible to procure the aflaffination of 
the ameer al amra. He communicated his intentions to * Saaudut 
Khan, the fojedaur of Biauna, and Hyder Khan. 
to caft lots who fhould ftrike the blow, and the chance fell upon 
the latter. On the fourth or fifth day’s march from Agra, jutt 
as the emperor had entered his tents, Mahummud ae a 
pretending illnefs, took a fudden leave, and On ean e af 
to Hyder Koolli Khan, commander of the royal artillery, who 

agreed 
2 Afterwards navob of Oude, and great grandfather to the prefent vizier, 
Afoph ad Dowlah, 


It was agreed” 


Le 
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agreed td fupport him with all his force. We had before Pained 
over feveral other chiefs to affift in defending the emperor and his 
friends, fhould the followers of the ameer al amra rife to revenge 
his affaffination. R 

The ameer al amra, having conduéted the emperor to his 
tents, had taken leave, and was proceeding to his own quarter in a 
palanquin, He had reached the gate of the *kullaul bar, when 
Hyder Khan appeared, holding a petition, and crying aloud for 
juftice on Mahummud Ameen Khan. The attendants would have 
driven him away, but the ameer al amra commanded themi to let 
him approach, which he did, and pretented the paper. While he 
was engaged in reading it, Hyder Khan drew his dagger and 
plunged it into his fide. The ameer al amra ftruck the aflaffin a 
violent blow with his foot, at the fame inftant crying out, “ Put 
the emperor to death.” The fhock of his motion overfet the 
palanquin, and he fell dead on the ground. A hundred {words 
were drawn in an inftant, and the daring aflaflin was cut in pieces; 
but a band of Moguls who had been placed ready by Mahummud 
Ameen Khan, now approaching, difperfed the attendants, and, 
cutting off the head of the ameer al amira, carried it to the emperor. 


Ghyrut Khan, nephew to the deceafed, refolved to revenge 
his death; and collecting what troops he could in the confufion, 
marched towards the emperor’s encampment; but Mahuinmud 
Ameen Khan, Saaudut Khan, and other nobles, had placed Ma- 
hummud Shaw upon an elephant at the head of their forces, and 
drawn out the royal artillery. A fmart fkirmifh however enfued, 
in which Ghyrut Khan being killed, the dependants of the ameer 
al amra fell into confufion, and were foon difperfed. His tents 
were piven Up to the plunder of the camp followers, who in an 

inftant 


2 An ‘enclofure of network round the royal tents. 
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inftant levelled them with the ground, fet them on fire, and feized 
upon the riches they contained. 


After this vi€tosy, Hyder Koolli Khan fent offers of pardon and 
encouragement to Mohukkum Sing, dewan to the ameer al amra, 
which he accepted. Ruttun Chund had the fame from Mahum- 
mud Ameen Khan; but fearful for his life, he wrote a note to 
inform Koottub al Moolk of what had happened, and then trying 
to make his efcape, was feized by the populace, who hated him 
for his pride and cruelty. After being feverely beaten, he was 
carried to Mahummud Ameen Khan, and put in confinement. 
Several other dependants alfo fuffered, and many joined the em- 
peror’s party on aflurances of protection. _Mahummud Ameen 
Khan was now appointed vizier, with the title of *Hatimaud ad 
Dowlah; and Khan Dowraun ameer al amra, with the title of 
>Sumfam ad Dowlah. Their relations and dependants were ad- 
vanced to honours and high ftations ; and all who had affifted in 
the defence of the emperor were rewarded by the royal favour. 
Eatimaud ad Dowlah fent off the bodies of the ameer al amra, 
Ghyrut Khan, and others, his relations flain in the fkirmith, in 
great funeral pomp, to be interred at Ajmere in the tomb of their 
anceftors. How forcible do the words of the poet appear, when 
we reflect upon the above events! « This world, ay fon, is not 
« eternal, therefore expect not conftancy from its {miles ; even the 
«© power of Solomon paffed away. Happy is he who leaves behind 
«« him the reputation of juftice and mercy. Thefe qualities were 
fully pofleffed by the ameer al amra. His conduct to Ferokhfere 
and his favourites, was from the neceflity of felf-prefervation 5 and 
who will not guard his own life and honour at the expenfe of thofe 
who feck to deftroy them? We have never heard of any ftatef- 
man willingly refigning them, even among the chofen of God and 
Vou. Il. U4 the 


3 Reliance of the flate. 
* Sword of the ftate. 
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the prophets. How could fuch eminent perfonages as Koottub al 
Moolk and the ameer al amra, fubmit their lives and honours to 
Ferokhfere, after the important fervices they had yielded him, to 
raife the confequence of fuch wretched favourites as Meer Jumlah 
and Rukkun ad Dowlah, who were infamous for their vices? 


Koottub al Moolk was arrived within forty cofs of Dhely when 

a camel courier brought him intelligence of his brother's affaffin~ 
ation, in a confufed note from Ruttun Chund. His eyes were 
drowned in forrow, and life to him now appeared irkfome. Seeing, 
however, no remedy but patience, he refolved to proceed to Dhely 
without delay. Some of his friends advifed him to march imme- 
diately againft the emperor, who probably was yet but weak, and 
not joined by the troops of the ameer al amra; but he refufed this 
counfel, thinking it hazardous to oppofe Mahummud Shaw, unlef 
fupported by a rival from the defcendants of Timur. He thought 
it moft prudent to return to the capital, fet another prince on the 
throne, firengthen his intereft by making friends among the’ old 
nobles refident in the city, and collecting more troops. He accord- 
ingly proceeded by forced marches, but in fuch diforder, that the 
villagers and banditti plundered his baggage, and fuch perfons as 
could not keep up with his main body. One day, the officer who 
guarded his advanced tents was cut to pieces with his efcort, and 
a confiderable caravan bringing fupplies was plundered in a village, 

only three miles from his army. The farmers turned out the 

managers of the fyeds’ jaghires, and poffeffled themfelves of their 

rents and effeéts. Koottub al Moolk had fent an exprefs to his 

brother Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, governor of Dhely, com- 

manding him to place one of the confined princes on the throne, 

and endeavour to preferve quiet in the city by contradicting the 

report of the affaffination, and to levy troops. Nudjum ad Dien, 

upon receipt of the order, gave out that Eatimaud ad Dowlah was 

killed, and fent a force to furround his houfe, and keep his family 

prifoners 5 
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prifoners ; but they found it well guarded by trufty dependants, 
who would not fubmit to injury. Notwithftanding his affliction, 
Nudjum ad Dien made the ufual proceffion on the *eed of faerifice, 
and upon his returp from it, fent to offer the throne to the fons of 
Jehaundar Shaw, but neither would accept it, He did the fame to 
fultan Nekofeer, but he declined it ; when the offer was embraced 
by fultan Ibrahim, fon of Ruffeh al Kudder, and grandfon of Shaw 
Aulum, 

On the eleventh of Zeehudje, fultan Ibrahim afcended the 
throne with the ufual ceremonies. He was vifited on the fecond 
day after by Koottub al Moolk, who prevailed on the nobility at 
the capital to accept offices under him, and advanced them large 
fums of money to kevy troops. He entertained every perfon who 
could bring a horfe and arms, at “eighty rupees per month, with- 
out diftinction of good or bad, which however occafioned much 
difguft to his veterans and thofe who were well mounted. In a few 
days he had a promifcuous army of eighty thoufand horfe, but the 
greater part ill provided ; and it is faid, he advanced more than a 
© corore of rupees on this occafion. Many of the nobles of Ferokh- 
fere’s reign were employed, and among them Rukkun ad Dowlah. 
They received his money, and deferted him almoft immediately. 


On the feventeenth of the month Koottub al Moollk accompanied 
fultan Ibrahim, in as great pomp as the fhortnefS of preparation 
would allow, from Dhely, and pitched his camp near the ¢ Eedgach 
not far from the city. Here he was joined by Gholaum Ali Khan 
and two other chiefs, who had efcaped from the emperor's camp. 
As it was reported that Mahummud Shaw was advancing to the 
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capital by the way of Raajepootana, Koottub al Moolk made his 
third day’s halt at the tomb of Koottub ad Dien ; but having intel- 
ligence of an alteration in the royal route, he moved to Feridabad. 
He was joined daily by numerous bands of fyeds from Barreh, {everal 
Afghaun chiefs and principal zemindars, alfo by many dependants 
of his deceafed brother, who deferted Mahummud Shaw after hav- 
ing received fums of money in advance and other favours. Choor- 
amun, raja of the Jauts, came to offer his. fervices, and prefented 
three elephants and feveral camels, which he had plundered from 
the imperial army. On the ninth of Mohirrim, Mahummud Shaw 
marched from: Shawpore, where he had waited feveral days in 
hopes of being joined by Abd al Summud Khan and Maharaja Jey 
Sing, but they did not arrive. The latter fent his dewan with four 
thoufand horfe ; and Mahummud Khan Bunguilt, with other Rohilla 
chiefs and their dependants, joined the royal army. 


On the ninth and tenth both armies moved in order of battle, 
but did not come to action, though feveral {kirmifhes happened 
between detached parties, and Chooramun attempted, but in vain, 
to capture the royal magazine and the bullocks of the artillery then 
grazing near the camp. Hyder Koolli Khan, * meer atufh, com- 
manded Mahummud Shaw’s advanced line, Saaudut Khan and 
Mahummud Khan Bungufh the right, and Sumfam ad Dowlah the 
left wing. Eatimaud ad Dowlah took poft with the emperor in the 
center. Meer Jumlah was entrufted with the baggage of the army, 
and Affud Ali Khan proteéted the haram. The artillery was fta- 
tioned in the front of the army, and behind it the war elephants 
in ftrong armour, with mafly chains to wield with their trunks. : 


Koottub al Moolk, having marched from Houflunpore, pitched 
his camp within three cofs of the imperial army; and on the 
twelfth formed his order of battle, but in much confufion, owing 
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to the irregular difpofitions of the fyeds of Barreh, alleager for pre= 
eminence. At length Nudjum ad Dien Ali Kham took the com- 
mand of the advanced line, Koottub 2l Moolk with fultan Ibrahim 
took poft in the ¢gnter, but there was no regular commanders of 
the wings. The night of the thirteenth was paffed under arms; 
and in the morning, Mahummud Shaw having commanded the 
head of Ruttun Chund to be ftruck off and thrown under his ele- 


‘phant, as a lucky omen, advanced to give battle. A cannonade 


was kept up the whole day, when towards eyening the advanced 
line of the rebels was put to flight and the imperialifts took poffeffion 
of their ground, but did not pufh this advantage farther. Koottub 
al Moolk at funfet ordered a {mall tent to be pitched for his repofe. 
Both armies remained under arms, and the imperial artillery con- 
tinued: firing all night ; which fo incommoded the enemy, that 
many chiefs with their followers fled, and in the morning not more 
than feventeen out of an hundred thoufand horfe remained with 
Koottub al Moolk. He however was yet undaunted, and at day- 
light charged the imperialifts. A bloody and long confli& enfued, 
in which the. fortune of Mahummud Shaw prevailed. Koottub al 
Moolk, deferted by all but a few perfonal attendants, difmounted 
from his elephant and fought bravely on foot ; when he was taken 
prifoner with his brother Nudjum ad Dien, and carried to the em- 
peror. The victory was now complete, and the baggage of the 
vanquithed fell into the hands of the conquerors. Sultan Ibrahim, 
who had fled from the field, was taken, and remanded to confine= 
ment. The news of the vitory reached Dhely in the evening of 
the fourteenth, and occafioned joy or grief, according to the hopes 
and fears of ditferent interefts. ‘The wellwifhers of the emperor 
rejoiced, and thofe of Koottub al Moolk were overwhelmed with 
forrow. OF the latter, feveral efcaped with their effects, and 
others were thrown into prifon by the cutwal of the city. His 
women, covering their afflictions with the veil of patience, would 
not fet their feet without the citadel of modefty ; but a 
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Khan Kaufee, who had: been left to protect them, extended the 
hand of rapine upon their effects, and fled with a great booty to 
his own country, rendering his name odious and accurfed to pof- 
terity. Gholaum Ali Khan, nephew to Koottub al Moolk, and 
his adopted fon, Nujjabut Ali Khan, put on difguifes, hoping to 
efcape, but they were ftopped, and taken prifoners on the road, 


Mahummud Shaw, after this decifive and important victory, 
rewarded the fervices of his nobility and army according to their 
merits, and prepared to march to Dhely. On the nineteenth he 
encamped near the tomb of the holy “Nizam ad Dien, where he 
paid his devotions, and conferred his bounties on the attendants and 
pilgrims. Here he waited two days for the fortunate inftant to 
make his entry into the capital. Hyder Koolli Khan was pro- 
moted to the rank of feven thoufand, and entrufted with the care 
of Koottub al Moolk. Saaudut Khan was honoured with the » maeh 
maurattib, and title of Bahadur Jung. On the twenty fecond the 
emperor entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephant mott 
fumptuoufly caparifoned, and attended by feveral others in houlings 
of embroidery and cloth of gold, Several travelling thrones and 
other carriages, richly ornamented with precious ftones, gold, and 
enamel, dazzled the eyes of the beholders. The troops of the 
hhoufehold and thofe of the nobility were all newly clothed, and 
encreafed the fplendour of the cavalcade. Numbers of beautiful 
horfes, in furniture fet with jewels and enamelled, were led in 
the proceffion, which was {plendid beyond all defcription. Money 
was {eattered in profufion to the populace, whofe acclamations at 
the reftoration of the imperial authority reached the heavens. The 
emperor arrived in the palace about eight o'clock, where his 
mother, Koodfia Begum, and the other princefles firft made their 

offerings, 
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offerings, waving round his head golden bafons filled’ with jewels, 
and gold and filver coins, which were afterwards diftributed to the 
poor. After this ceremony, the nobility and people were  per= 
mitted to prefent,the muzzets and gifts of congratulation. he 
empire now once more enjoyed perfect peace, and the faireft prof 
pect appeared of a long and glorious reign to Mahummud Shaw. 


On the laft day of the month, Abd al Summud Khan came to 
pay his refpeéts at court from his government of Lahore, and was 
received with great favour; alfo Maharaja Jey Sing, and Raja 
Gheerdhir, foubahdar of Oude; at the interceffion of the former of 
whom the religious capitation tax was again repealed, much to the 
fatisfation of the Hindoos. An addrefs of congratulation, accom- 
panied by an offering, arrived from Nizam al Moolk, who was con- 
firmed in the government of Dekkan. A petition; with a Jarge fum 
of money, was received from Moorfhud Koolli Khan, navob of Ben= 
gal, who-wds continued in that foubahdary. Zakariah Khan was 
appointed governor of Kafhmeer. On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al 
Awul, the emperor marched from Dhely on a hunting excurfion, 
on which he received intelligence of the dangerous illnefS of Bati- 
maud ad Dowlah. This nobleman died on the twenty ninth, after 
having enjoyed the office of vizier only twenty two days; nor me! 
he regretted by the people, to whom he was oppreffive.  Inten - 
ing to enlarge his palace; he had difpoffefied feven hundred fami-. 


lies in his neighbourhood of their habitations ; which, however, 


were reftored upon his deceafe by his fon Kammir ad Dien Khan, 
The immenfe wealth Eatimaud ad Dowlah had acquired, from the 
confifcations and plunder of the fyeds and their dependants, was 
given up by the emperor to his heirs. This ont se 
tation of avarice, too generally laid againft Mahummud Evie 
at this period the royal treafury was very low, the Jate an a 
having f{poiled it of vaft fums, and even coined into money 
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ufage of the princes of the houfe of Timur, to feize the effects of 
their deceafed courtiers ; and they confidered it as generous to leave 
a fimall part to the heirs. In the cafe of Eatimaud ad Dowlah, 
whofe wealth had in fact been plundered from the palace by the 
fyeds, the emperor had a right to refume poffeflion; but, in 
general, the privilege of confifcation is tyrannical, and diigraceful 
to the royal family ; a cuftom, which no judgment or law can vin- 
dicate. How.unjuft, that a perfon who had {pent his whole life, 
and perhaps facrificed it, in the fervice of his king, fhould, on 
his death-bed, fee his wives and children employed in difperfing and 
concealing his property, inftead of comforting and alleviating his 
cares by fympathy and forrow ! 


The death of Eatimaud ad Dowlah was attributed, by the com- 
mon people, to the effect of divine judgment, for his conduc to 
a celebrated devotee. This man, named Nummood, pretended a 
miffion from heaven to correct the abufes which had crept into 
the muffulmaun religion; and his fuccefs in making votaries was fo 
great, that the minifters were apprehenfive of a dangerous infur- 
rection. Eatimaud ad Dowlah, during his illnefs, fent guards to 
feize his perfon; but the impoftor had colleéted his difciples, and 
refolved to defend himfelf; at the fame time denouncing the ven- 
geance of God againft the vizier. The guards, either alarmed by 
fuperftition, or the numbers of his followers, returned without at- 
tempting to arreft him; and Eatimaud ad Dowlah being juft then 
feized with the agonies of death, his women, overcome with dread, 
were weak enough to fend a meflenger, with a large fum of 
‘money, to appeafe the wrath of Nummood, and to requeft his 
prayers for the recovery of their lord. ‘The impoftor, on receiving 
the account of his fituation, cried aloud to his companions that he 
had ftruck an arrow into the heart of an infidel, who would not 
recover: and Eatimaud ad Dowlah dying, the belief of Num- 


mood’s 


"4 


; MAHUMMUD SHAW, 


mood’s apoftlefhip was confirmed among the vulgar more than ever. 
He continued in high reputation during his life, but upon his death, 
his fons quarrelling with a confidential fervant, he difeléfed the 
{cheme of the impofture, and the herefy in great meafure ceafed: 


On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al Saunee, Einaiut Oollah Khan 
was appointed to exercife the funétions of vizier, but without the 
title ; the emperor wifhing to confer the poft upon Nizam al Moolk, 
who was detained in Dekkan by fome commotions in that country. 


The inhabitants of Ajmere and Guzarat having fent complaints 

to court of the oppreffive conduc of the deputies of Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, their governor, the emperor removed him from his 
employments, and appointed Hyder Koolli Khan to the former, 
and Muzzuflir Ali Khan to the latter province. Ajeet Sing, upon 
intelligence of his removal, rofe in rebellion, and took pofleffion of 
the town of Ajmere. Here, having aflembled the chief officers 
of the province, he produced before them the imperial firmaun, 
under the fignature of Mahummud Shaw, conftituting him foubah- 
dar of Guzarat and Ajmere during life, which had_ been impru- 
dently given him by the emperor's mother, on his acceffion to the 
throne, in order to enfure his fidelity, fhould the fyeds have gs: 
tated the depofal of Mahummud Shaw. He difpatched a copy ©! 
this, with a petition, to the prefence, reprefenting his removal ca 
breach of the royal promife, and a difgrace, to refift which he 
would hazard his life but that if his majefty would leave him 
Ajmere, he would willingly refign Guzarat, and oe te 
duty. Upon receipt of the petition, a council was a > fa 
Sumfam ad Dowlah, ameer al amra, confidering the Sa “ 
ftate of the imperial finances, advifed that Ajeet a anes 
indulged with the province of Guzarat, and Ajmere ee 
to a muffulmaun nobleman, as it was nearer the capital, : 
ce of u ‘on to the faithful. The emperor and Hy: er 
place of great veneration a 
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Koolli Khan were for punifhing the rebel, and Saaudut Khan was 
fimmoned from Agra to command an army againft him. On his 
arrival, preparations were fet on foot, but owing to the difagreements 
of the nobles at court, who were unwilling to he under his com- 
mand, and the indolence of the emperor, they went on but flowly. 
Tn the mean time, intelligence arrived that Muzzuffir Ali Khan, 
foubahdar of Ajmere, who, unable to proceed to the province 
with his {mall force, had halted till he fhould be joined by Saaudut 
Khan, had been plundered by his troops, long in arrear, was 
obliged to fly, and had returned the commiflion of his government 
to the prefence. Accounts were alfo received that two of Ajeet 
Sing’s fons had plundered feveral of the royal towns, and that the 
tich city of *Narnoul had been ravaged by their zemindars. 


Sumfam ad Dowlah now refolved to take upon himfelf the 
correétion of Ajeet Sing, and fent his advanced tents to be pitched 
without the city, and Hyder Koolli Khan fwore to affift him’ with 
all his force ; but his ardour foon cooled, on reflection that abfence 
from court might prove hurtful to his intereft with the emperor. 
He advifed Mahummud Shaw to offer terms to Ajeet Sing, ob- 
ferving, that in the prefent ftate of the army victory was doubtful, 
and even fhould the rebel be defeated, he would retire to the 
mountains, and prolong the war, which would be infupportable 
from the lownefs of the royal treafury. The emperor, difpleafed at 
this advice, offered the command to Kummir ad Dien Khan, who 
would not accept it, but upon condition of Koottub al Moolk’s 
being releafed and detached with him, which was not complied 
with. Sumfam ad Dowlah, difgufted at the neglect of his countel, 
ftaid from court; upon which Mahummud Shaw made fome con- 
ceflions, and put himfelf under his guidance. He pacified Ajeet 
Sing by promifes and indulgence. The regulation of affairs was 
deferred till the arrival of Nizam al Moolk, whom the emperor 
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had invited to court fo take upon him the office of vizier. Intel- 
ligence was received of an infurrection of Afghauns. in *Pefhawir, 
who after an obftinate engagement had defeated and taken prifoner 
Khanehzaud Khan, the fon of Sirbullund Khan, governor of the 
province, 


In the beginning of this year the emperor was married to 
Mallakkeh Zummauneh, daughter of Ferokhfere, and the nuptials 
were celebrated with great {plendour and rejoicings. 


Nizam al Moolk, having fettled the affairs of government in 
Dekkan, obeyed the emperor's {ummons to court, and was in- 
vefted with the robes of the vizarut, He earneftly advifed the 
emperor to dedicate his time to the adminiftration of public af- 
fairs; but Mahummud Shaw was too much addicted to pleafure to 
hearken to it, Sumfam ad Dowlah, Kummir ad Dien Khan, and 
other noblemen, favourites of the emperor, and jealous of the in- 
fluence of the new vizier, made it their bufinefs to divert the royal 
mind by diffipated amufements ; till at length Nizam al Moolk, 
difgufted at the manners of the court, refigned the exercile ate 
office, under pretence of punifhing Hyder Koolli Khan, who 
rebelled in Guzarat, and obtained leave to march from Dhely. 
He left the capital after a few months ftay, much to the fatisfac- 
tion of Mahummud Shaw and his favourites, who regarded not 
the decline of the empire, while they were left to the enjoyments 
of luxury and indolence in the capital. 


This year, the foubahdary of Agra was confers Ail Mean 
Jey Sing s who had now the fatisfaction of rod Seco 
of Toone, againft which he had fpent fo much a omnes 
in the reign of Ferokhfere. Raja Gheerdhir was @pP 
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Saaudut Khan, now honoured with the title of * Boorahan al 
Moolk. ) ha 


Nizam al Moolk having entered Guzarat, Hyder Koolli. 
Khan finding himfelf unable to oppofe him, pretended madnets, 
and retreated with his followers to Dhely, where he remained fome 
time in difgrace; but having requefted to be fent againft Raja 
Ajeet Sing, who ftill refifled the royal authority, he was taken 
into favour, and appointed to the government of Ajmere, where 
he behaved with great gallantry, and difperfed the rebels. Nizam 
al Moolk, after fettling the affairs of Guzarat, left his uncle Hamid 
Khan as deputy in that province, and proceeding through Malwa, 
which government had been conferred upon him in room of Ma- 
haraja Jey Sing, to eftablifh his authority in that country, returned 
to Dhely, but did not remain long. Finding the emperor immerfed 
in pleafure, and furrounded by worthlefs favourites, negligent of 
affairs, and incapable of a grateful return to his important fervices, 
the refolved to repair to his government of Dekkan, where he 
could be independant. He accordingly left the capital after a fhort 
ftay, under pretence of a hunting excurfion, and haftened to his 
province. The emperor, alarmed at his fudden departure, dif- 
patched a firmaun privately to Mubariz Khan, foubahdar of 
Hyderabad, commanding him to attack Nizam al Moolk, and 
promifing him the government of Dekkan if he fucceeded. Mu- 
bariz Khan obeyed, was defeated, and flain. Nizam al Moolk, 
after the victory, fent his head to court, with part of his fpoils, 
and a petition congratulating his majefty on the defeat of a rebel. 
From this period the imperial authority was only nominal in 
Dekkan, Nizam al Moolk being in fact the fovereign, though 
oftenfibly the viceroy of Mahummud Shaw, who received no tri- 
bute but the offerings cuftomary at feftivals and other particular 
occafions. The emperor removed him from the governments of 


Malwa 
* Guide of the ftate, 





MAHUMMUD SHAW. 


Malwa and Guzarat, appointing Raja Gheerdhir again to the 
former, and Sirbullund Khan to the latter province. 


Nizam al Moolk, in order to divert the attention of the royal 
arms from chaftizing his rebellion, perfuaded hjs uncle Hamid 
Khan, and the Mharatta chiefs Peelajee and Cfo, to raife 
commotions in Guzarat. Hamid Khan accorditfgly difplaced the 
imperial officers and the managers of jaghires in the province, 
This freth revolt occafioned much confufion at Dhely, and Ma- 
hummud Shaw was fo enraged at the diffentions among his minif- 
ters, none of whom would accept the command of an army againft 
the rebels, that he refolyed to releafe Koottub al Moolk, and 
reftore him to the vizarut; but was prevented from doing this by 
the fudden death of that nobleman, faid to have been from poifon, 
given by the contrivance of the perfons jealous of the royal favour 
towards him. Upon this event, the emperor offered the province 
of Guzarat to Sirbullund Khan, who accepting it was fupplied with 
a *corore of rupees from the royal treafury to raife troops; and 
at his requeft Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, brother to Koottub al 
Moolk, was releafed from his confinement and detached with him, 


Sirbullund Khan for a time reftored the royal authority in 
Guzarat ; but though the Mharattas were unable to cope with him 
in a general engagement, they annually laid waite the country, 
which, from their depredations, did not afford fufficient revenue 
to pay the royal army; and Sirbullund Khan, not receiving fup- 
plies from the capital, was in the end obliged to difband part of 
his troops, and confent to pay @ choute, or fotirth part of the 
revenues, to the Mharattas, as the price of peace. From this 
period the throne of Dhely received no advantage from Guzarat, 
V under the power of the Mharattas. 
ad Dowlah procured the removal of 

Sirbullund 


which by degrees fell wholly 
The ameer al amra Sumiam 
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Sirbullund Khan from his government, under pretence of having 
difgraced the emperor by fubmitting to the choute, and Abce 
Sing, the fon of Raja Ajeet Sing, was appointed to fucceed him ; 
but, inftead of oppofing, he’ entered into clofer union with the 
Mharattas. Sirbullund Khan, who made fome oppofition to his 
fucceffor, was = from coming to court, and ordered to 
retire to Agra, 


When Nizam al Moolk faw the depraved policy of the court, 
the weaknefS of minifters, and their ill treatment of Sirbullund 
Khan, his wifhes to excite the Mharattas to fubdue the provinces 
of Hindooftan encreafed. He perfuaded Bajeeraow, the general 
of Raja Sahoo, to attempt the reduction of Malwa and Guzarat. 
Accordingly, Bajeeraow and other chiefs, with a numerous army, 
having marched againft Raja Gheerdhir and ‘the deputies of Raja 
Abee Sing Rhatoree, attacked both foubahs, laying wafte many 
diftrias. Raja Gheerdhir was not deftitute of courage. He oppofed 
Bajeeraow, but, on account of the finallnef$ of his force, applied 


_ for aids to the court ; however, notwith{tanding frequent petitions 
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to the emperor and the ameer al amra, they had no effect ; and 
he dying during the invafion, was fucceeded by Dia Bahadur, his 
relation, who continued gallantly to refift the enemy. He wrote 
to court, that while he lived he would prevent the Mharattas from 
purfuing their conquefts, but that if he fell, their attacks would 
penetrate the whole empire. Thefe reprefentations had no effect; 
and at length, Dia Bahadur fell in battle, when Mahummud Khan 
Bunguth was appointed foubahdar of Malwa; but from the repeat- 
ed incurfions Of the Mharattas, he had little power, and in the 
year 1145 was fuperfeded by Raja Jey Sing Sewai. From a fimi- 
larity of religion he fupported Bajeeraow, who, at his interceffion 
with the ameer al amra, was appointed foubahdar of Malwa, and 
that province became in fact under the dominion of the Mharattas. 
Guzarat fell to them alfo from the neglect of Abee Sing, and 
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much devaftation occurred in thofe countries, to the great lofs of 
the empire. The correction of fuch diforder could only proceed 
from the hands of the valiant and the wife; what then could be 
done by the bafe and difhonourable? The fubtle fox cannot overs 
come the lion, nor is a wooden {word of fervice in the field of 
battle. Sumfam ad Dowlah had laid the defence of the empire 
and chaftifement of rebels on the foundation of cunning and deceit, 
hoping by intrigue to fubdue fuch ftrong enemies as Nizam al 
Moolk and Bajeeraow. As fuch fchemes were ill-founded, like 
fireworks upon water, they were of no effect, and every plan he 
formed, became a caufe of decline to the empire. The minifters 
growing neglectful, the power of the rebellious gained ftrength, 
The plain of contention was more extended, and the fources of ruin 
and diforder more open. At fuch a time, an emperor was wanting 
of reolution and firmnefs, who might have plucked out the weeds 
of rebellion with manly oppofition by the roots, and generals, like 
Houffein Ali Khan and Zoolfeccar Jung, who would have thrown 
the cord upon the necks of the obftinate with the hand of yalour. 


When the Mharattas had reduced Malwa and Guzarat, with- 
out oppofition from the court, they afpired to further conquetts 
in the imperial territories ; and, making daily encroachments, a 
degrees feized upon feyeral diftricts of the foubahs of Aleabad an 
Agra. During thefe invafions, Mahummud Khan Bunguth, fou- 
bahdar of Aleabad, having planned the reduction of the * Bone- 
delas, of whom Raja Chutterfaul was chief, entered that country 
with an army, and took feveral places. Chutterfaul, obferving the 
weaknefs of the imperial authority, applied for afiiitance to the 
Mharattas, promifing them large fums of money and a thare “i ” 
territories, as a recompenfe. Mahummud Khan, puffed up by 


eafy conquefts, had kept only what force he judged ert. to 
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fecure them, and difmiffed the remainder ; but as he was but little 
acquainted with the roads, Chutterfaul furrounded him fuddenly 
with an army. The navob, unable to combat a fuperior force 
long in the field, took refuge in the fortrefs of feytghur, where he 
was clofély blockaded by the enemy. His provifions were foon 
exhaufted, and his followers reduced to eat their oxen, horfes, afles, 
and even dogs. He afked aid of the court, but no one attended, 
till, at laft, his fon Caim Jung refolved to relieve him, and his 
wife fent her *veil among the Afghauns, to excite them to the 
deliverance of her hufband. The Afghauns collected, and content- 
ing themfelyes_ with fuch pay as the begum of the navob could 
afford them, marched under the command of Caim Jung, and 
efcorted Mahummud Khan in fafety from Jeytghur to Aleabad. 
The imperial minifters, making a pretence of Mahummud Khan’s 
ill fuccefs, removed him from the foubahdary of Aleabad, and 
appointed in his room Sirbullund Khan, who deputed his fon 
Khanehzad Khan to command, himfelf refiding at court, though 
he feldom vifited the emperor, being difgufted with ill ufage. 


In the year 1145, the emperor being on a hunting excurfion, 
received intelligence of the Mbharattas plundering in the neigh- 
bourhood of Agra; upon which he marched towards them, but 
after a few days, the enemy retreating, he returned to Dhely. 


In the following year, the Mharattas having extended their 
incurfions into the province of Agra, and feized feveral diftricts 
appropriated to the fupport of the royal houfehold, the ameer al 
amra prevailed on Mahummud Shaw to fend an army againft them, 
under the command of his brother Muzzuffir Khan. The Mha- 
rattas, according to cuftom, would not engage him in the field, 
but hovered round, and diftrefied him by cutting off provifions- 

He 
a This was to exprefs the difgrace that would attend the tribe, if the honour 
of the chief was not fupported by it. § 
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He marched as far as Seronje in the province of Malwa, where 
he halted for fome months; during which the enemy kept 
him in conftant alarm, by fham attacks, and deftroying “his fup- 
plies. At length the order of return was iffued, for which he had 
impatiently waited ; and on the twentieth of Mohirrim, 11475 he 
arrived at court, and was honoured with a taflel of jewels for the 
turban. Upon his reaching Dhely, the object of his hopes, in 
fafety, he offered up oblations and charities to the poor, and his 
followers gave thankfgivings for the welfare of fuch an exalted 
nobleman. His friends uttered loud praifes of the great conduct 
fhewn in the campaign, and fet forth his return in fafety as a 
prodigy. In this year died prince Ali Tibbar, fon of Azim Shaw. 


During this year alfo, the ameer al amra and vizier marched 
againft the Mharattas, but returned to court without effecting any 
thing of importance. The enemy continued their plunders and 
encroachments every where, with great cruelties. 


a zemindar of Korah, taking advantage of the weak- 
nefs of the empire, had put to death his governor Jaun Niffar 
Khan, brother to the yizier’s wife, and {eized his family and trea 
fures ; upon which Azim Qollah Khan was fent to chattile him, 
but the zemindar took refuge in his woods, and eluded his purfuer, 
returned to Dhely, leaving his army under the 
command of Khowauzim Beg Khan. Arraroo, emboldened by 
the navob’s retreat, attacked and flew the deputy ; upon which the 
vizier applied for afliftance to Boorahan al Moolk i i 
foubahdar of Oude, for the reduction of the rebel. Boo ae 
Moolk pofiefied great generofity and valour, and in the ra Ra 
marched againft Arrarco in his way t Dhely. aarintelligence 
approach refolved to oppofe him ; and having one day 


* i is tent 
from {pies that Boorahan al Moolk had juit alighted at his tent, 
and that he had ona gree! 
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whitenefs and length of his beard, the rebel rufhed fuddenly from 
ambufh with his followers. Boorahan al Moolk remounted his 
elephant, and drew up his army as well as the fuddennefs of 
attack would allow. He had however changed his drefs, and 
wore a white veft; fo that Arraroo miftaking for him Aboo Ter- 
taub Khan, a principal chief, who was habited in green, and had 
a long white beard, levelled his attack at him, and charging clofe 
to his elephant with fome refolute followers, wounded him mortally 
with afpear. This oceafioned much diforder ; but Boorahan al 
Moolk bravely attacked the rebel in turf, who was pointed out 
to him by Doorjun Sing, a relation of his own, in the navob’s fer- 
vice. Doorjun Sing alfo engaged Arraroo perfonally, and after a 
fharp confli& put him to death, upon which the rebels fled in 
diforder. Boorahan, having offered up thanks to God for his vic- 
tory, returned to his tents, and {ent Arraroo’s head to the emperor. 
The {kin of the body was flayed off, and fent ftuffed with ftraw to 
the vizier. Having remained fome days to regulate the affairs of 
the province of Korah, he left the command to his fon in law 


Suffder Jung, and purfued his route to court, where he was re- 
ceived with great honours. 


Soon after this, Eaudgar Khan, a dependant of the ameer al 
amra, was difpatched with the funnuds of the foubahdaries of 
Guzarat and Malwa to Bajeeraow, hoping to effect his {abmiffion to 
the empire, through the mediation of Raja Jey Sing. This year 
died navob Roofhun ad Dowlah Zuffir Khan. 


About this time the foubahdary of the province of Patna was 
taken from Fukhir ad Dowlah, and conferred upon Shujah ad Dow- 


lah, the navob of Bengal, in addition to that government, and of 
the province of Oriffa. 


Shujah 


——— 
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Shujah ad Dowlah was a native of Boorahanpore, and defcended 
from the Turkith tribe of Afshar in Khorafaun. “Durmg Aurung= 
zebe’s campaigns in Dekkan, he married the daughter of Jaffier 


Khan, foubahdar of Bengal, and accompanied his father in Taw to, 


that province ; but, not agreeing with her in difpofition, he refided 
moftly at Cuttac, the capital of Oriffa, of which he was govern= 
or. Shujah ad Dowlah was celebrated for his clemency, juttice, 
and all good qualities. Zebe al Niffa, begam of Shujah ad Dow- 


-Jah, from duty to her father and refentment at her hufband’s attach~ 


ment to other women, remained with her fon Alla ad ee 
Serferauz Khan at the capital of Moorfhudabad, which was foun Ss 
ed by her father, Jaffier Khan, and named after his original title 
of Moorfhud Koollee Khan. 


It was during the refidence of Shujah ad ae a 
tac, that Aliverdi Khan, afterwards fo famous ies <5 Be A 
Bengal, entered his fervice. eeepc tet 2 nen pag 
that nobleman. Her hufband Mirza Mahumm shies a 
in the fervice of the prince Azim Shaw, nee wy Hi ill 
death, being greatly diftrefled, he was per nae, a 
feck the protection of her noble relation ere fat 
Dowlah received him, with his two fons, 4) 


i dants. Aliverdi, 
verdi, with kindnefs and favour among his ie daily. in. the 
by bis great qualities and important ae vauich aiftinguith= 
(teem of his patron and Hajee Ahmed was ea pair 
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government of the provinces by his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah Ser- 
ferauz Khan at that time * imperial dewan. For this purpofe he 
exerted all his influence at the court of Dhely. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
learning his intentions, confulted upon difappointing his meafures 
with the brothers ; and by their advice fent agents to court to bribe 
the minifters to his views. He alfo fecretly difpatched numbers 
of his beft troops, under pretence of difmiffing them his fervice, 
to Moorfhudabad, to form a party in his favour. The rainy feafon 
advancing, and marching by land being very difficult, he took care 
to provide fufficient boats for his army, that he might move on the 
inftant of occafion. 


Accordingly, when advice came that Jaffier Khan could not 
furvive more than a few days, he began his march, leaving Ma- 
hummud Nukkee, his fon by a concubine, in the direction of af- 
fairs at Cuttac. When fomewhat advanced, he received the ac- 
counts of the navob’s death, and a little farther on his march, the 
funnuds, appointing him foubahdar of Bengal from Dhely. He 
- quickly arrived by forced marches at Moorfhudabad, which he en- 
tered without oppofition, and feating himfelf on the mufnud, in the 
chehal fettoon, or hall of forty pillars, commanded the royal grants 
to be read, and the officers of ftate to acknowledge him as navob. 

“His fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, finding it in vain to 
ftruggle againft the emperor’s will and his father’s power, was 
among the firft to congratulate him upon his acceffion,. and con- 
tented to remain in the office of dewan. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
haying thus obtained his withes, conducted the affairs of govern- 
ment with the advice of Aliverdi Khan, his brother Hajee Ahmed, 
Aulum Chund, his own dewan, now appointed roy royan, (who 
was among the Hindoos, truly worthy of confidence and power) 
and a few others, particularly Juggutt Seet Futteh Chtind, whofe 
wealth and credit as a merchant and banker exceeded millions, 

: and 
* Under the grant of this office the company now hold Bengal, &c« 
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and was never yet equalled by any. In the adminiftration of juftice 
he aéted wholly from himfelf, and trufted to the reprefentations of 
no one; but to the utmoft of his abilities exan ined every cafe, and 
liftened patiently to both parties, deciding agreeably to juftice, 
without regard to rank or ftation. In the time of Jaffier Khan, 
the zemindars and renters had been oppreffed w ith fuch grievances, 
as are too horrid to relate. Agreeably to the following verfe of 
the poet Saadi; < Draw not thy precedents from evil inftitutions, 
«¢ for men will curfe thee, with thofe who invented them.” Shujah 
ad Dowlah upon his acceffion fummoned them before him, and 
demanded how they would behave, if he fhould free them from 
their troubles. ‘They, who had fuffered feverely from the tyranny 
of Jaflier Khan, fwore folemnly to be faithful to his perfon, and 
juft in their payments, according to the fettlements of Juggutt 
Seet. Shujah ad Dowlah then diftinguifhed them by khelauts and 
favours according to. their ranks, and difmifled them with joyful 
hearts to their feveral diftritts. Bengal, which is called the para- 
dife of regions, truly merited the appellation during the adminiftra~ 
tion of Shajah ad Dowlah; and perfons of all ranks, living in cafe. 
and fafety, “were loud in his praifes, repofing under the thade of his 
profperity. Not long after his acceflion, the government of Ke 
province of Bahar was added to that of Bengal, the deputation 0 
which he entrufted to Aliverdi Khan, for whom, on this oceafion, 
he procured the rank of five thoufand and title of Mahabut Jung, 
The favourite acquired new credit in his management of Bahar, 
the revenues of which ha 
rebellious gemindars and military commanders ; 
either reduced or put to death. 


d been embezzled and kept back by 
all of whom he 
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to the’ affairs of the imperial court, before we enter : aa - 
thofe of Bengal and the navob Mahabut Jung, which fh 
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"The Mharattas, notwithftanding the appointment of Bajeeraow 
to the government of Malwa, and other favours hewn them by the 
emperor, ‘till continuing their invafions, and advancing their armies 
nearer to the capital, the ameer al amra, Khan Dowraun, marched 
at length with a great army to the vicinity of Agra, and the vizier, 
Kummir ad Dien Khan, with a powerful force towards Ajmere ; 
but inftead of acting on the offenfive, wafted their time in idle ne~ 
gotiations for peace in ftanding camps, while the enemy plundered 
the country around them. 


Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, foubahdar of Oude, pof- 
feffed great courage and ability, and was anxious to acquire 
fame, by expelling the Mbharattas and redeeming the difgrace 
of the empire. He marched from his capital, attended by 
his fon in law Suffder Jung, to the affiftance of his friend 
the raja of Buddawer, a diftri&t of the province of Agra, who 
was clofely prefied by the enemy in his principal fortrefs. 
He could not, however, arrive in time to relieve him. Raow 
Mulhar, a principal chief, after reducing the raja to ‘his terms, 
croffed the Jumna, and wafted the country without mercy from 
Etawa to Mootee Baug, clofe to the city of Agra. At length, 
Boorahan al Moolk coming upon him by forced marches, defeated 
him with great flaughter. Three principal officers were taken 
prifoners, and Mulhar with great difficulty efcaped. The fugitives 
in their panic miftaking the paflage of the river Jumna, which they 
had forded, were drowned in great numbers; many were taken 
prifoners, and few regained the oppofite thore. Mulhar with a 
few followers reached the camp of Bajeeraow, near Gualior. 
Boorahan al Moolk iffued orders for each of his foldiers to prepare 
four days provifions, and leave his baggage in the camp, intending 
to purfue the enemy to their own province; and redeem the honour 
of Hindooftan, when he received orders from the ameer al amra 
to halt till he could join him with his forces, to act with more 
effect 
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effect againft the invaders. He unwillingly obeyed the mandate, 
This gave time to Bajeeraow to recover the panic of Malhar's de- 
feat; and he refolved to march towards Dhely, at that time almoit 
empty of troops for its defence. So rapid was his progrefs, that 
he reached, and burned part of the fuburbs of the capital, before 
any intelligence of his movement had gained the city. The 
emperor and inhabitants were thrown into the utmoft confter- 
nation and defpair. They were not relieved till after three days, 
(during which the Mharattas committed great devaftations in the 
fuburbs) by the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk and the armies of 
the vizier and ameer al amra. The enemy then retreated into 
Malwa, but were not purfued; and the minifters, to the difgrace and 
irreparable lofs of the empire, perfuaded Mahummud Shaw to pur~ 
chafé an uncertain peace, by confenting to the choute, or payment 
of a fourth part of the revenues to the Mharattas. The emperor 
would have waited for the concurrence of Nizam al Moolk, whom he 
had ordered to court, but the vizier and ameer al amra, jealous of 
his interference, concluded the treaty before his arrival. Nizam al 
Moolk attempted to recover the province of Malwa from the 
Mharattas; but after marching and defeating Bajeeraow, was 
obliged to return for the defence of Dhely againft the Perfian 


emperor, Nadir Shaw, who was advancing rapidly towards it. 


n Dowraun, ameer al amra, pofleffed 
unbounded influence over the mind of the emperor, fo that he 


eH Fairs as he thought proper, however impolitic or unad= 
directed all affairs as he g saa fieete ame difplayed in a 
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never, in all probability, have attempted his expedition, had he 
not heard of the defencelefs ftate of the frontier. The grand caufe 
of the Perfian monarch’s difpleafure againft Hindooftan, was the 
protection which the rebellious Afghauns had reeecived in the em- 
pire, after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perfia, though 
he had fent an ambaffador to Dhely, requefting Mahummud Shaw 
that they might not find refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on 
his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfo an ambaflador from 
himfelf; but no anfwer was given to his letters, nor the minifter 
permitted to return to his mafter. During the fiege of Candahar, 
Nadir difpatched a nobleman of high rank, named Mahummud 
Khan, to the court of Dhely, to repeat his requeft concerning the 
fugitive Afghauns, and to exprefs his difguft at the neglect thewn 
his embaffies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw 
and his minifters were at a lofs what anfwer to return, and delayed 
the difmiffion of the ambaffador, in hopes that he might fail in the 
conqueft of Candahar, and be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when 
they would avoid the difgrace of acknowledging a ufurper, as 
equal in rank with the fovereign of Hindooftan. Thefe repeated 
flights, and the efcape from his vengeance which the Afghauns 
found in the provinces of Hindooftan, determined Nadir Shaw, 
“upon the fall of Candahar, to invade the empire. Accordingly, 
after that event, he marched to Cabul, the capital of the province 
of that name, which he took with little oppofition, and remained 
in the vicinity near feven months; during which time his troops 
were employed in deftroying the unfortunate Afghauns. It is pro- 
bable he would not have advanced farther, had not a meflenger 
and feveral horfemen, whom he had fent from Cabul to Dhely, 
been murdered on their route by the inhabitants of Jellalabad. 
Upon intelligence of this, he inftantly marched againft that city, 
flaughtered the people without mercy, and purfued his route to 
Pethawir, where Nafir Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, refided, to 


whom 
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whom he fent a meflage, fignifying that he fhould arrive on a cer=— 
tain day, when, if not oppofed, he would {pare the country, and ’ 
receive him into favour. Nafir Khan, however, prepared) for 
refiftance, was defeated, and taken prifoner ; but, after a few days’ i 
imprifonment, was reinftated in his government on the part of the 
Perfian monarch. From Pefhawir, Nadir Shaw proceeded to La- 
hore, the foubahdar of which, Zekariah Khan, after fome little 
oppofition in the field, took refuge in the capital, which he fhortly 
after furrendered, and was invefted with the command of it by the 
conqueror ; who, leaving fome of his troops with him to enfure his 
fidelity, marched towards Dhely. 


Mahummud Shaw and his minifters had long pretended to 
defpife the arms of the victorious Nadir, and to difbelieve the 
daily accounts received of his advance. He had indeed taken 
the field, but in the fpace of two months marched only four 
days’ journey from Dhely to the plain of Karnal; and here the 
fate of the empire was decided. ‘The imperial army encamped on 
the banks of the canal of ‘Alimerdan Khan, which fupplied the 
city of Dhely with water. Entrenchments were thrown up, anda 
numerous artillery linked together with mafly chains, was planted 
round the camp. Nadir Shaw, after the taking of Lahore, fent 
frequent meflages to the Mogul camps defiring the difmiffion of 
his ambafladors, but was not obeyed ; for what reafon was never 
known. The ameer al amra placed great hopes in the valour of 
the Raajepootes ; but neither Jey Sing, nor any of the great raja 
obeyed the fummons to the royal {tandard on this occation, fending 
jdle excufes for their delay in their feveral diftricts. Great dread 
and confufion prevailed in the camp 5 and {o bad was the a 
of the approach of the invaders, that it was ‘not known how 
Nadir had advanced, till fome wounded fugitives, from a foraging 
party, proclaimed to the affrighted Moguls the certainty - = 
Perfians being within 2 few miles of their entrenchments. “e 
general apprehenfion and alarm sae place, and the emperor wall 
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never, in all probability, have | tempted his expedition, had he 
not heard of the defencelefs ftate of the frontier. The grand caufe 
of the Perfian monarch’s difpleafure againft Hindooftan, was the 
protection which the rebellious Afghauns had reeeived in the em- 
pire, after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perfia, though 
he had fent an ambaflador to Dhely, requefting Mahummud Shaw 
that they might not find refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on 
his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfo an ambaffador from 
himfelf; but no anfwer was given to his letters, nor the minifter 
permitted to return to his matter. During the fiege of Candahar, 
Nadir difpatched a nobleman of high rank, named Mahummud 
Khan, to the court of Dhely, to repeat his requeft concerning the 
fugitive Afghauns, and to exprefs his difguft at the neglect fhewn 
his embaffies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw 
and his minifters were at a lofs what anfwer to return, and delayed 
the difmiffion of the ambaflador, in hopes that he might fail in the 
conqueft of Candahar, and. be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when 
they would ayoid the difgrace of acknowledging a ufurper, as 
equal in rank with the fovereign of Hindooftan. Thefe repeated 
flights, and the efcape from his vengeance which the Afghauns 
found in the provinces of Hindooftan, determined Nadir Shaw, 
upon the fall of Candahar, to invade the empire. Accordingly, 
after that event, he marched to Cabul, the capital of the province 
of that name, which he took with little oppofition, and remained 
in the vicinity near feven months; during which time his troops 
were employed in deftroying the unfortunate Afghauns. It is pro- 
bable he would not have advanced farther, had not a meflenger 
and feveral horfemen, whom he had fent from Cabul to Dhely, 
been murdered on their route by the inhabitants of Jellalabad. 
Upon intelligence of this, he inftantly marched againft that city, 
flaughtered the people without mercy, and purfued his route to 
Pethawir, where Nafir Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, refided, to 
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whom he fent a meflage, fignifying that he fhould arrive on a cer=——~ 


tain day, when, if not oppofed, he would fpare the country, and 
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refitance, was defeated, and taken prifoner; but, after a few ¢ 
imprifonment, was reinftated in his government on the part of 
Perfian monarch. From Pefhawir, Nadir Shaw proceeded to La- 
hore, the foubahdar of which, Zekariah Khan, after fome little 
oppofition in the field, took refuge in the capital, which he fhortly 
after furrendered, and was invefted with the command of it by the 
conqueror ; who, leaving fome of his troops with him to enfure his 
fidelity, marched towards Dhely. 


Mahummud Shaw and his minifters had long pretended to 
defpife the arms of the vidtorious Nadir, and to difbelieve the 
daily accounts received of his advance. He had indeed taken 
the field, but in the fpace of two months marched only four 
days’ journey from Dhely to the plain of Karnal ; and here the 
fate of the empire was decided. ‘The imperial army encamped on 
f Alimerdan Khan, which fupplied the 
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round the camp. Nadir Shaw, after the taking of Lahore, fent 
frequent meflages to the Mogul camp, defiring the difmiffion of 
his ambaffadors, but was not obeyed ; for what reafon was never 
known. The ameer al amra placed great hopes in the valour of 
the Raajepootes 3 but neither Jey Sing, nor any of fe se ig 
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never, in all probability, have attempted his expedition, had he 
not heard of the defencelefs fate of the frontier. The grand caufe 
of the Perfian monarch’s difpleafure againft Hindooftan, was the 
protection which the rebellious Afghauns had reeeived in the em- 
pire, after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perfia, though 
he had fent an ambaffador to Dhely, requefting Mahummud Shaw 
that they might not find refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on 
his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfo an ambaflador from 
himfelf; but no anfwer was given to his letters, nor the minifter 
permitted to return to his mafter. During the fiege of Candahar, 
Nadir difpatched a nobleman of high rank, named Mahummud 
Khan, to the court of Dhely, to repeat his requett concerning the 
fugitive Afghauns, and to expre{s his difguft at the neglect {hewn 
his embaffies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw 
and his minifters were at a lofs what anfwer to return, and delayed 
the difmiffion of the ambaflador, in hopes that he might fail in the 
conqueft of Candahar, and be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when 
they would avoid the difgrace of acknowledging a ufurper, as 
equal in rank with the fovereign of Hindooftan. Thefe repeated 
flights, and the efcape from his vengeance which the Afghauns 
found in the provinces of Hindooftan, determined Nadir Shaw, 
upon the fall of Candahar, to invade the empire. Accordingly, 
after that event, he marched to Cabul, the capital of the province 
of that name, which he took with little oppofition, and remained 
in the vicinity near feven months; during which time his troops 
were employed in deftroying the unfortunate Afghauns. It is pro- 
bable he would not have advanced farther, had not a meffenger 
and feveral horfemen, whom he had fent from Cabul to Dhely, 
been murdered on their route by the inhabitants of Jellalabad. 
Upon intelligence of this, he inftantly marched againft that city, 
flaughtered the people without mercy, and purfued his route to 
Pefhawir, where Nafir Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, refided, to 
whom 
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whom he fent a meflage, fignifying that he fhould arrive on a cér= 
tain day, when, if not oppofed, he would {pare the country, and 
receive him into favour. Nafir Khan, however, prepared’ 
refiftance, was defeated, and taken prifoner; but, after a 
imprifonment, was reinftated in his government on the part of th 
Perfian monarch. From Pefhawir, Nadir Shaw proceeded to La 
hore, the foubahdar of which, Zekariah Khan, after fome little 
oppofition in the field, took refuge in the capital, which he fhortly 
after furrendered, and was invefted with the command of it by the 
conqueror ; who, leaving fome of his troops with him to enfure his 
fidelity, marched towards Dhely. 


Mahummud Shaw and his minifters had long pretended to 
defpife the arms of the victorious Nadir, and to difbelieve the 
daily accounts received of his advance. He had indeed taken 
the field, but in the fpace of two months marched only four 
days’ journey from Dhely to the plain of Karnal ; and here the 
fate of the empire was decided. The imperial army encamped on 
the banks of the canal of Alimerdan Khan, which fupplied the 
Entrenchments were thrown up, and a 
numerous artillery linked together with mafly chains, was planted uly 
round the camp. Nadir Shaw, after the taking of Lahore, sa 
frequent meffages to the Mogul camp, defiring the difmiffion o 
his ambaffadors, but was not obeyed ; for what reafon was never 
known. ‘The ameer al amra placed great hopes in the valour of 
but neither Jey Sing, nor any of the great rajas, 
he royal ftandard on this occafion, fending 
feveral diftriats. Great dread 





city of Dhely with water. 


the Raajepootes 5 
obeyed the {ummons to the f ae 
idle excufes for-their delay in thet Sreat 
and confufion prevailed in the camp + and fo bad was the a a 
of the approach of the invaders, that it was ‘not known - aie 
Nadir had advanced, till fome wounded fugitives, from a oe "8 
party, proclaimed to the affrighted Moguls the age e a 
Perfians being within a few miles of their entrenc a oa 
general apprehenfion and alarm took place, and the emper ioe 
Vou. I. Cre 
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with the utmoft anxiety for the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut 
Khan, the foubahdar of Oude, upon whofe conduét and valour he 
had placed all his hopes of delivery, in the prefent important crifis 
of his empire. "The withed for intelligence of his near approach at 
length arrived. On Tuefday the fifteenth of Zeekaud the ameer al 
amra went to meet Boorahan al Moolk, about a mile from the 
camp; and having brought him into the imperial prefence, he was 
received with the higheft diftinétion, and commanded to encamp 
near the divifion of the ameer al amra. 


Boorahan al Moolk had juit left the emperor, 
his ground, when word was brought him that th 
attacked his baggage, and were committing great flaughter ; upon 
which he immediately remounted_ his elephant, and fending intel. 
ligence of this event to the ameer al amra, with a requeft of his 
affiftance, haftened againft the enemy. The ameer al amra com~ 
municated the meflage to the emperor, who confulted Nizam al 
Moolk. He recommended that Boorahan al Moolk fhould be 
recalled within the entrenchments, as the day was far advanced, 
and his troops were fatigued with a long march, fo that it would 
be moft prudent to delay offering battle to the enemy till the mor- 
tow. Mahummud Shaw, approving this advice, communicated jt 
to the ameer al amra; but he, attributing it to the neglect and 
indolence of the nizam, reprefented to the emperor, that as Boora- 
han al Moolk had advanced far from the lines, and was moft pro- 
bably already engaged with the enemy, not to aflift him, and 
voluntarily to give up fuch a deferving nobleman to flaughter, 
would be againft the dictates of policy, valour, and generofity ; 
therefore, permitting others to a& as they chofe, he fhould haften 
to fupport him. Having faid this, he advanced from his camp 
with his light artillery, and fuch troops as were inclined to follow 
him. About a fourth part of the day remained, when he came 
within a fhort diftance of Boorahan al Moolk. Nadir Shaw had 


formed, 


and repaired to 
é Perfians had 
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formed his army in two eer Pie ee a . 
tection of his camp, and with » i 
ea ; fubdividing it into three Pee aay! a a 
to attack each of the ameers, and remaine ‘ i 

referved line, to give affiftance wherever i ig boa 
ie Perfians advanced with great fury, and in a ee 
i | of Hindooftan were thrown into contuhon wi 3 : 
re The ameer al amra was dangeroufly wounded, and mo 


‘ i aining attendants brought : 
al {Oller fir asic to the camp about 


flaughter. 
of his princip : 
him back, almoft dead with lofs ee aad oie; 
nightfall; where, from a want of = — at dee 
i ” Hindooftan, his tents, baggage, an che fippoSgnsdiill 
al dered by the foldiery and followers, on oh Pea * 
ng fo that not a covering rena os cs pial 
1 aN his attendants procured a i te Re 
ne The vizier, nizam, and chie a tim the coven ncaa 
him. dole with him on his fituation, ani fine voice, (ety 
hi “ele ‘Phesdying cael = The future muft be 
his defeat. d and finifhed my couric. caer 
«« done my a sie, but I earneftly advi (3 ee 
Fi caak isle Shaw, or let him ae Piorse 
a by any means, this grea Gnd. ona 
ant aie vet he became see “ 

: pases ces : ird day following+ 

: aie breathed his laft, on the third day 

oe the field of battle, 


ined on 
olk, who Pe ry by death, of fightsariaeea 
eed ee: incapable of further 
foldier, a native 
him by name, con 


fo 
Boorahan al pipe 
being deprived peso ie 

quite furrounde . a young 
tice. when he was jes! jel 2 “ Sor 
refiftance, ‘ty with himfelf, who ming his prifoner; 2 
pees "0 his own life by beco 4 alcending the feat by 
jure ate ning up to his elephant, an Jadly fabmitted himielf 
fame time runt ] er Boorahan al Moolk g to 
the ropes of the INthein OE 
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to the mercy of the enemy, who carried him before Nadir Shaw, 
and he was treated with great kindnefS and diftin@ion. - : 


For the three following days the Mogul camp prefented a {cene 
of confufion not to be defcribed; but, what is extraordinary, it 
was not attacked by the Perfians. Boorahan al Moolk, hearing 
Teports of the death of the ameer al amra, and hoping to fucceed 
him in office, had prevailed on Nadir Shaw to offer peace, and 
retreat from Hindooftan, on the payment of * two corores of rupees, 
and receiving a vifit from the emperor. He accordingly com. 
municated thefe conditions to the emperor and Nizam al Moolk, 
who were rejoiced beyond meafure, being before overwhelmed 
with dread and irrefolution. Mahummud Shaw fent the nizam 
without delay to the Perfan camp, where he was received with 
great favour by Nadir Shaw, who ratified the treaty; and he 
returned exulting to his mafter. The happy tidings of peace {pread 
through the camp, and gave new life to the difheartened troops ; 
but their joy was but of thort duration. Nizam al Moolk, am- 
bitious of the dignity of ameer al amra, requefted it in return for 
his fervices in the negotiation, and the emperor immediately con- 
ferred it upon him, unmindful of the offence it would give to 
Boorahan al Moolk. The next day Mahummud Shaw went to 
vifit the Perfian monarch, agreeably to his requeft, and was met 
near the camp by Nadir’s fon, Nuffer Oollah Mirza, who alighted 
from his horfe upon feeing him; when the em peror was fet down 
in his travelling throne, and they embraced each other, The prince 
then remounted, and conduéted him to his father; who received 
Mahummud Shaw flanding at the entrance of his tent, embra- 
ced him with kindnefs, and leading him to his mufnud, feated 
him by him, After fome converfation, and the ufual ceremonies 
of prefents and entertainments, Mahummud Shaw returned to his 
own camp, where his prefence gave heartfelt joy and affurances 


that 
* Two millions fterling, 
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that peace was fully concluded. Such “indéed’ was the opi 
but for the felfith difloyalty of a difgufted minifter. 


Boorahan al Moolk, learning that the office of ameer al amra id 
been given to another, burned with envy and difappointment. In aa 
fury of his paffions he refolved to be revenged upon the aes ee 
his rival. He obferved to Nadir Shaw, that two corores ‘> ah 
were too {mall a compofition for the wealth of Hindoo: pees 
he, as an individual, could pay fo much; and that aan wee 
Nizam al Moolk, who alone had any ability to re : ae a 
would make the Perfian monarch mafter of the pale ba 
blow, when he might march to Dhely, only eighty tea be af 
and poffefs himfelf of the immenfe treafures of the ae 
and the wealthy inhabitants of the capital. The ie pe 
was awakened by this treacherous remonttrance, and he cae 

Nizam al Moolk to his prefence ; who, relying a re 
treaties, haftened without fufpicion to his ene Ww! ai sue 
commanded to remain, and to prevail upon Mal ae ae 
letter to make him another vifit. The nizam a pee “4 
Nadir, that his behaviour was contrary to ss ef he seat 
Perfian replied, that he did not mean to oni tie 7 oF RR 
or injure the perfon or empire of Mai mae sien 

have another interview. The nizam wats x Se ae the 
his mate Kay off Nadir Sheed attend- 
we piss 1a ete domettics, rb . 
the ‘nobility; who were anxious to ae bt Oe fetes 
Upon his arrival he was ordered by t ae me 
in a tent pitched for his Bare ako diner ne’ did Lame 
equipage, and the officers of his ho 


C + 
the fame time orders were fent to se OE anette 
and the foldiers to retire where they ¢ oe 


= 


of the emperor and ail his fubjeéts; and juft would it have’ been, soe 


n of this to | 


Mogul camp to break up, — 
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the vizier, Kummir ad Dien Khan, was fummoned to the prefence, 


. Boorahan al Moolk, and Thamafp Khan, a confidential nobleman of 


Nadir Shaw, were difpatched in front to Dhely, to receive the keys 
of that capital and the imperial palaces from the governor; after 
which the conqueror, with his royal captive, proceeded by eafy 


marches to that city. The utmoft dread and confufion prevailed 
the Mogul army after 


in 
the departure of Mahummud Shaw. In- 
dividuals confulted their own fafety by flight, but were plundered 
or killed ; many by the Perfian marauders, and others by the huf= 
bandmen of the country, who, in time of trouble in Hindooftan, 
generally affume the occupation of robbery, 


On the eighth of March, Nadir Shaw reached the gardens of 
Shalemar, and permitted Mahummud Shaw to proceed to his palace 
in the citadel of Dhely, with his family and domefticks. On the 
ninth the conqueror made a triumphant entry into the city with his 
army, which was encamped on the beach of the Jumna, under the 
palace ; but Nadir Shaw took up his refidence within it ; the grand 
hall of audience, and feveral other apartments, being prepared for 
his reception. Coins had been ftruck at the imperial mint for this 


occafion, which were diftributed to the people in the cavalcade, 
bearing this infcription in verfe 3 


“ King over the kings of the world 
“ Is Nadir, king of kings, and lord of periods,”” 


On the tenth died Boorahan al Moolk, 
back, with which he had been long affli&ed. It was reported, that 
he poifoned himfelf, from the pangs of confcience at his being the 


advifer of Nadir’s advancing to Dhely ; but the rumour was not 
true. 


of a cancer in his 


The 
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Nadir Shaw iffued from ee palace, 
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ae Jah, fituated in a principal ftreet. Fro . : 
sail b ae &F foldiers, commanding them to flaug! ~ a 
ics a a8 age or fex, the wretched inhabitants wii 73 
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the vizier, Kummir ad Dien Khan, was fummoned to the prefence. 


_ Boorahan al Moolk, and Thamafp Khan, a confidential nobleman of 


Nadir Shaw, were difpatched in front to Dhely, to receive the keys 
of that capital and the imperial palaces from the governor ; after 
which the Conqueror, with his royal captive, proceeded by eafly 
marches to that city. The utmoft dread and confiation prevailed in 
the Mogul army after the departure of Mahummud Shaw. In- 
dividuals confulted their own fafety by flight, but were plundered 
or killed; many by the Perfian marauders, and others by the hut 
bandmen of the country, who, in time of trouble in Hindooftan 
generally affume the occupation of robbery. : 


On the eighth of March, Nadir Shaw reached the gardens of 
Shalemar, and permitted Mahummud Shaw to proceed to his palace 
in the citadel of Dhely, with his family and domefticks. On the 
ninth the conqueror made a triumphant entry into the city with his 
army, which was encamped on the beach of the Jumna, under the 
palace 3 but Nadir Shaw took up his refidence within it ; the grand 
hall of audience, and feveral other apartments, being prepared for 
his reception. Coins had been ftruck at the imperial mint for this 
occafion, which were diftributed to the people in the cavalcade, 
bearing this infcription in verfe ; 


«* King over the kings of the world 
“ Is Nadir, king of kings, and lord of periods,” 


On the tenth died Boorahan al Moolk, of a cancer in his 
back, with which he had been long afflicted. It was reported, that 
he poifoned himfelf, from the pangs of confeience at his being the 
advifer of Nadir’s advancing to Dhely; but the rumour was not 
true, | 


iy The 
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The ftri&teft difcipline had been obferved by the Perfians, ar 
no perfon fuffered from the victors the flighteft outrage w 
the night of the tenth, a fatal tumult arofe, which invol 
inhabitants of Dhely in ruin. It was fuddenly rumoured 
Nadir Shaw was dead ; by fome, naturally, and by others, 
had been affaffinated by a Calmuck woman in the haram, at the 
inftigation of Mahummud Shaw. The Dhellians too eafily credited 
what they withed to be true. They flew to arms, and maflacred 
every Perfian they met in the city; which, during the night, | 
a fcene of confufion and horror. The nobles of Hindooftan, in- 
ftead of attempting to quell the madnefs of the people, by pro- 
claiming that Nadir was {till alive and fecure in the palace, which 
was garrifoned by his troops, remained inattive; and at fome of 
their houfes, the Perfians, who refided in them to protect their — 
properties, were treacheroufly murdered. Nadir Shaw, at the 
commencement of the tumult, fent out fome officers to p uade 
the people of their error ; but inftead of being liftened re oe} 
were flaughtered. Seeing it in vain to moderate their ury, and 
not chufing to hazard his troops in the darknefé of night and the 
clofe ieee of the city, he refolved to let the ftorm {pend itfelf, 
and wait for morning to take vengeance on its authors, About a 


thoufand Perfians were flain. 









lade 





co, Nadir Shaw iffued from the palace, 


Early the next morning; 
i d took poft at the college of Roofhun 
attended by his troops, an P See 


P wlah, fituated in a principal ftreet. ; 
seid bands of foldiers, commanding them to flaughter, fi ae 
Biitinétion of age or fex, the wretched inhabitants fa me 
every avenue where they might find a mya Perfian. a 
orders were obeyed with a favage readinels. a - veal sii 
from fan-rife till mid-day. About eight thoufan : in sec i 
and Afghauns, were maflacred, and their houfes p , by 


, fires broke out 
the Perfians. To add to the horror of the fcene, fre z 
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in feyeral parts of the city. At twelve o'clock, Kummir ad Dien 
Khan prevailed on the conqueror to ftop the maffacre, when it 
ceafed at once; fo exact was the difcipline of Nadir Shaw. ~ 


Tt is impoffible to deferibe the mifery of Dhely, durin i 
and feveral following days, when ies ftreets est 
human blood, and the bodies of the dead obftruéted the paflages. 
Thefe were at length piled together in heaps, without diftinGtion 
of rank or religion, and burned in the rubbith of the ruined 
houtes. Several noblemen were put to death by Nadir Shaw, 
for being acceflary to the murder of Perfians during the tu- 


a seuagethom @ fon in law of the vizier, Kummir ad 


On the fourteenth, Niffar Mahummud Khan was difpatched to 
Oude, to demand from Suffder Jung the two corores of rupees, 
which had been promifed by Boorahan al Moolk from _ his pros 
vince. Nadir Shaw this day began his feizure of the imperial 
effects and treafure. * Three corores and fifty lacs were found 
in the treafury. ° A corore and fifty lacs in plate; < fifteen corores 
in jewels ; the celebrated peacock throne, valued at‘ one corore ; 
and feveral other thrones of tich*though fmaller value, with the 
armory, eftimated at»* eleven corores, were feized for his ule ; 
alfo five hundred elephants, a great number of horfes, and the 
fuperb camp equipage of the emperor, 


On the fifteenth, a treaty of peace was drawn up, ftipulating, 
that the provinces eaftward of the Sind thould remain to the 
emperor 


* Three millions, five hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 
* One million five hundred thoufand pounds. 

© Fifieen millions fterling. 

* One million fterling. 

* Eleven’ millions fterling. / 
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emperor of Hindooftan, and thofe weft of it be | 
crown of Perfia. Thus, Cabul, Tatta, and part of 
wre{ted from the empire. Nuffer Oollah Mirza, i 
was betrothed to the daughter of Yezdaun Bukth, fon of | 
Moraud, the fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun, 


On the fixteenth, Jogul Kithoor, vaqueel of Bengal, was feverely 
beaten with fticks, for not expediting the collection of the fine 


impofed on the city. RR, ise 


On the feventeenth, Nadir demanded from the vizier *two 
corores and twelve lacks of rupees; when the latter pleading in- 
ability, he commanded his dewan, Mujilifs Ram, to give in an 
account of the property of his mafter and of his own, threatening : 
him with death if he fhould be guilty of concealment. Tiree = = 
daughters and feven ladies were feized from the haram of M aaa ; 
zuflir Khan, fon in law to the vizier, and forced into the feraglio” 


of Nadir Shaw. 


a contribution was demanded from the nobles 
bankers, merchants, and artizans, which, 
was levied with the utmoft feverity. Nizam al Moolk, the — 
Sirbullund Khan, and other noblemen, were ain to = — 
two corores and twelve lacks from the eitieee = any 
the treafury in ten days, on pain of Nadir’s difpleature. 


On the eighteenth, 
and fervants of the court, 





e collectors of the fine began their exac- 
hemfelves to death to avoid aula 
rated in the affefiment. Among ts, 


On the nineteenth, th 
tions. Many perfons put t 
their property being over- 
were many officers of rank. : 

On 
Vor. I. Dd : 
4 Two millions and one hundred and twenty thoufgnd pounds. s 
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On the twentieth, Nadir Shaw fent nine Perfian horfes, with 
feventy five trays of gold and filver brocade and {carlet cloth to 
Mahummud Shaw, and ordered Saad ad Dien Khan, meer atuth, 


to put his own guards as before over the haram and offices of 
the emperor. : : oi 


On the twenty firft, Loottf Ali Khan, topjee batha, or com- 
mander of artillery, by orders of Nadir Shaw, with twelve thou- 
fend men, marched out of the city, efcorting the invaluable plunder 
of the capital to the gardens of Shalimar. On the twenty fecond 
Nadir Shaw’s equipage, among which were all the magnificent 
tents taken from the palace, was pitched on the banks of the 
Jumna, before the Lahore gate, and a thoufand Perfians of rank, 
who had taken up their quarters in the palaces of Khan Dowraun, 
Saadulla Khan, &c. marched to Shalimar. Centinels were placed 
at the gates of the city, to prevent the Perfians from carrying away 
any Hindooftan women. A type of the laft day afflicted the inha- 
bitants of this once happy city, from the cruelties of the collectors 
of the fine. It was, before, a general maffacre ; but now, the 
murder of individuals. In every chamber and houfe was heard the 
cry of affliion. Buflunt Roy, agent of the penfions, killed his 
family and himfelf. Khalik Ear Khan flabbed himfelf. Many 


took poifon. The *venerable Cauzee al Kuzzaat was difgraced by 
ftripes. 


In the fame manner all the fervants of the crown, the mer= 
chants, bankers, and all fufpeéted of having money, were harthly 
treated; and many, to ayoid torment, courted death by their own 
hands. Sleep and reft forfook the city. On the twenty third, 
additions were made double and treble to the demands from the 


and they were beaten and abufed 
without mercy, Fojedaur Khan, governor of the environs of the 


ci 
* Chief judge, ty» 
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had paid one, efcaped from his guards, and arrive 
Ferokhnuggur, twenty five cols diftant 5 where he cont oe 
Nadir Shaw invited him back by folemn promifes. ‘, F 
old age and inability. The Jauts, under Buddun Sing, rofe “ 
in the vicinity of the city, and attacked the foraging parties 0 


Perfians. 


On the twenty fourth, a fire broke out in the im a | 
khaneh, and deftroyed effects amounting to sree. Rite 
Nadir Shaw now only waited for the payment e ee wl hie. 
arrival of Niflar Mahummud Khan ; after whic 


march immediately, and replace Mahummud Shaw on his throne. 


At this time, abounding in difafters praia ce ; 
of the empire was become, from her ek nie sr NG 

emblem of the day of univerfal diffolu ~— pager 
- 1 maffacre, and the plunders and excelles aro 
ee the conflagtatien and other yrs” ee nae 
ranks were fo alarmed, that si oa eee _, come en 

1 of grain, > tw 

further infult. Secondly, from es great aes ae 2 
feer of coarfe rice were fold fora rupees ‘iter 
roperton. Thi, fom peta St? ee die 
ae i hole crowds anineueey ftreet and ah ae 
ati m7 the exactions which occafioned a deliberat — 
Fourthlys a unfeeling wretches, ever ready = —— 
ee ake quarters of the city in farm a sae ' 
te * the original valuation. In place of ten, 
he fine, a 


to the 
thirty and forty thoufand rupees. 


they fought refuge in the m 


The firft fun was paid 
Dada , 


fi i ions, beds, 8» 
ry on! 
* Repo! ito! of tents, carpets; canopies, cufhi 


> About four pounds weight. 


¢ Two fhillings and threepence nearly. 
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treafury, and the reft embezzled by thefe infernal wretch i 
_ ieee ce or five corores were thus extorted Bethe eos a 
sar - - - me the roads being blocked up, had not ree, 
on eadful calamities, nor a hope of affiftance. Dp : 
ae an, one of the moft learned men in Petfia, and firft sive 
a avian who had been before this ae 
a ae oolk, honoured with the rank of three thoufand 
Wein pes i coe between the emperors ; was, e 
and office of * khanfamaun = te hee i. oe 


» at the requeft 


Bec cor atic inv ar eege —— ad Dien Khan, fon of 
environs of the city, who had fled to Pcsenn se a 
ye oa Shaw; to whom he prefented an offering of aie ey 
ese ae rupees. He was gracioufly received, re ate 
a of pene to bring in fupplies of grain, and invite the 
ee bendet es villages, The fame day, at the requeft of 
ee oe en ee pee ten by Nadir Shaw to his chief 
vinces and the chiefs of Dekkan, ascent a oo 
hummud Shaw. Fifteen were accordingly wits nd wh oF 
PORE NS » and cornmitted 


On the firft of April, Raja Mujilif 

es ; > yilifs Ram, dewan. to the yizi 

ME issues, a himfelf to sean atk 
Roy Khoofhal Chund and ics did. iis tas ‘s SO a 
of fome royal lands and treafurer to the vizien aa se 
principal officers, after having given ten, eight ee ni f gee 
tpees,, on more being demanded, made their elt Bae seed 
Jogul Kithoor, Nagir Mul, Saadoolla Khan, 


pe from the city. 
and other principal 


* Steward of the houfehold. vaqueels, 
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vaqueels, were beaten almoft to death to extort money from them. 
People of all ranks deferted the city in crowds. Bee aise 


On the third, Nadir Shaw ordered a feizure of thee ts : 
many capital merchants, who had not paid the fums demanded rom 
them ; in confequence of which rich goods were fold for a fourth — 


and fifth part of their value. 


On the fifth, Nadir Shaw’s feals were taken off the imperial 
ftore-rooms and repofitories, and thofe of Mahummud Shaw and 
Danufhmund Khan affixed in their room. The fame day firmauns 
were fent from Nadir Shaw to Raja Jey Sing, Raja Abee Sing,. 
Juggut Sing, and other rajas of Hindooftan ; alfo to Raja Sahoo, 
Bajeeraow, and other Dekkan chiefs, with thefe contents: < 

* et eae 
«« Between us and our dear brother Mahummud Shaw, incon 
ard and alliances of the two fovereignties, the’ 
connections ofjmegard and friendfhip have been renewed ; fo that 
we may be efteemed as one foul in two bodies. - Now our dear 
brother has been replaced on the throne of this extenfive em= 
pire, and we are moving to the conqueft of other regions, it is 
incumbent that ye, like your forefathers in former times, walk. 
in the path of fabmiffion and obedience to our dear brother, as 
they did to former fovereigns of the houfe of Timur. God 
forbid it, but if accounts of your rebelling fhould reach our ears, 
¢ we will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation.” 


« fideration of the reg 


« 


a 
a 


« 


a 


s 
Py 


On the feventh of April, Nadir Shaw fent fome valuable jewels, 
and bracelets, to Mahummud Shaw, with a meflage,. 
he feventeenth of the month, and 
ld vifit him, attended by the 


a firpeach, 
that his march was fixed for t 
defiring, that on the morrow he wou ; : 
nobility with all the infignia of royalty, that he might a a 
fome valuable advice, and take his leave. Accordingly, the nex 

morning,. 
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Morning, being the eighth of April, Mahummud Shaw, with 
imperial pomp; attended by the court, on a travelling throne came 
out at the gate of the lion tower, and proceeded to the grand hall 
of audience, at the fteps of which Nadir Shaw received him, 
and Jed him toa throne, after which all perfons retired. ‘The 
two monarchs remained in private for near an hour. Nizam al 
Moolk, the vizier, and other great lords, were then admitted; to 
whom Nadir Shaw {poke nearly an hour, in terms of advice mingled 
with threats. Viands were then diftributed, and dreffes conferred 
upon them. Nadir Shaw prefented jewels for a turban, with a 
fword fet with jewels, to Mahummud Shaw, who then took leave, 
and retired to the lion tower in the fame ftate as before. 


On the eleventh, all the Petfians quitted the city, except the 
body guards of Nadir Shaw, and encamped near Shalimar. The 
fame evening Nuffer Oollah Mirza took leave of Mahummud Shaw. 
The foubah of Multaun and four mahals of Yemneenabad were, 
at Nadir Shaw’s requeft, granted to Zekariah Khan, in room of 
the deceafed Abd al Summud Khan, in addition to the govern- 
ment of Punjaab. 


On the fourteenth, Nadir Shaw began his retreat from Dhely, 
and proceeded by regular marches to his own empire: but as the 
events of his route but little concern the hiftory of Hindooftan, 
they are not related in thefe pages. It is wonderful, but true, that 
the inhabitants of Dhely, at leaft the debauched, who were by far 
the more numerous part, regretted the departure of the Perfians ; 
and to this day, the exceffes of their foldiery are topics of humour 
in the loofer converfation of all ranks, and form the comic parts 
of the drolls or players. The people of Hindooftan at this time 
regarded only perfonal fafety and perfonal gratification. Mifery was 
diftegarded by thofe who efcaped it, and man, centered wholly in 
himfelf, felt not for his kind. This felfifhnefs, deftruétive of public 


and 


. 
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and private virtue, was univerfal in Hindooftan at the invafion 
Nadir Shaw; nor have the people become more vi 
confequently, not more happy, nor more independant. 


Upon the retreat of Nadir Shaw, the emperor made 
changes among the great officers of ftate, and advanced two noble= 
men, who had fhewn much attachment and fidelity to his perfon 
during the late troubles, to high rank. One of thefe was Ameer 
Khan, fon of the principal favourite of the emperor 
of the fame name, and the other Izaac Khan, of a mi in. 
about the court. Mahummud Shaw, jealous of the power of the 
Tooraun nobles, wifhed to remove the vizier Kummir ad Dien 
Khan from office. Ameer Khan was pitched upon to fucceed him; 
but the emperor was fearful of executing his refolution till the 
return of Nizam al Moolk to Dekkan, as he was nearly 
to the vizier, whofe intereft he efpoufed. This event at 
occurred; the nizam being neceflitated to repair to his govern= 
ment, where his, fon Nafir Jung had begun to aflume independ- 
ance. With this defign, he had taken leave of the emperor, and 
pitched his encampment near the city, having obtained the de- 


putation of his office of ameer al amra for his fon Ghazee ad Dien 


Khan, who was alfo fon in law to the vizier. Mahummud Shaw A 
now privately beftowed the inkftand of the vizarut on oor ac 
Khan, who imprudently boafted of the honour he had received. ¥ 
Kummir ad Dien Khan hearing of this, advifed with the nizam : 
how to aét, who recommended him to beg his difmiffion from 
court, and accompany him to Dekkan. He accordingly repaired ; 
from whence he difpatched a petition, ob- P 
that as he found a change towards him 
from the arts of interefted perfons, though 
he had been guilty willingly of no crime, he begged ew 
to retire to Dekkan and refign his office. Mahummu aw, 


izi fleffed not fteadi- 
alarmed at the departure of the vizier, (for he pofleile lea 






to the nizam’s camp, 
ferving to his majelty, 
in the royal behaviour, 
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nefs of refolution,) confulted with Ameer Khan and Izaac Khan 
what anfwer to return. The former advifec compliance with the 
requeft, affuring him, that if he was appointed vizier, he would 
take fuch meafures as fhould {ecure his majefty from fuffering 
from the refentment of the diftarded minifter, “The emperor was 
filent, and difmiffed Ameer Khan ; after whofe departure he con- 
jured Izaac Khan by his own head to fpeak his real fentiments. 
Izaac Khan, patronized-by Ameer Khan, and joined with him in 
the late confultations, was at a lof$ ; which the emperor obferving, 
again entreated him more earneftly. Upon this he replied, that 
if he fhould recommend meafures contrary to thofe of Ameer 
Khan, he thould forfeit his word, and if he advifed the fame, he 
fhould be inimical to his majefty’s welfare ; therefore begged to 
be filent; but Mahummud Shaw repeated his requefts. He then 
obferved, that though Ameer Khan was of high rank, and the 
fon of a nobleman of {till higher, and poffeffed courage and much 
wit, yet from the loofenefs of his manners, he could not command 
proper refpeét in the important office of vizier; that his depend- 
ants, among whom was himfelf, by his patronage recommended 
to his majefty, and raifed to diftintions, were as yet efteemed 
only by the great rajas of Hindooftan as ordinary perfons to 
whom they would not fubmit as fuperiors: that, on the contrary, 
they regarded with veneration the nizam and vizier, and efteemed 
their fervice honourable to themfelves 3 therefore, it would not 
be advifeable to remove fuch perfonages, for thofe like Ameer 
Khan and himfelf. The emperor, upon this, fought to conciliate 
the vizier, and communicated his intentions to Ameer Khan ; 
who immediately haftened to the nizam, offering conceflions to 
him and the vizier. It was agreed, that he fhould for the pre~ 
fent, as a proof of his fincerity in relinquithing his defigns againtt 
the vizier, retire to his government of Aleabad 3 which he did im- 
mediately. The vizier returned to court, where harmony was 
again eftablifhed, and Izaat Khan became equally the favourite 

. of 









was fucceeded in the government of Oude by his fon in 
der Jung; Zekariah Khan was continued foubahdar of Lah a 
Shujah ad Dowlah, navob of Bengal, was fucceeded by on 
Allah ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan ; who being fhortly after defeated 
and flain by Aliverdi Khan, the governor of Patna, the ufarper: 
feized the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and was con- 
firmed in them by the imperial grants, for a large peflicuth: 
promife of remitting the royal revenues to the treafury. n 
Moolk returned to Dekkan, which had fallen into diforder, from 
the difaffection of the provinces during the invafion of Nadir Shaw, 
and the precipitate conduct of his fon Nafir Jung. 










1m 







Upon the departure of Ameer Khan to Aleabad, - a 
enjoyed the greateft fhare of the emperor's pape 
did not afpire to the more important offices of ftate, the fii : vi 
not jealous of the fayours conferred upon him: but Izaac 2 = 
not long furvive his exaltation. ease pale > Be a 

i at his fs, and continued his affection 
ae caer to the eldeft fon, Meerza Mahummud, 


hildren, , 
Cian that had he not hin to fupply the place of the dé. a 
ceafed, he {hould have died of grief for his lofs. 6 


court Ameer Khan from A.H. 1156. 


This year the emperor fammoned to ee rs 


Aleabad, Suffder Jung, aki ice of sage ee ee g 

- Lahore and Multaun; alfo the rajas bu : 

i a mandate was likewife difpatched to Nizam al Moolk ; 
g. 


but he pleaded in excufe for his difobedience, his great age, ‘though 
in fa@t he was at the time employed in fe 


f d fe 
curing the governme 
ing di i , and three of 
Dekkan to his family. Raja Jey Sing died we ae eae 
his wives with many concubines burned the 


on their arrival at court, 


i Khan and Suffder Jung, Soe 

— ae with the greateft ai of the royal favour ae 
e 

Vou. Il. 
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year the emperor's only fon, prince Ahmed, was married to a 
daughter of the lineal defeendant of Mahabut Khan, fo celebrated 
in the reign of *Jehaungeer. The foubahdary of Guzarat was 
conferred on Fukhir ad Dowlah ; but, after a feeble attempt to 
recover it from the Mharattas, he returned to Dhely. 


Suffder Jung was hononoured with the poft of meer atuth, or 
command of the artillery, and the government of Kafhmeer. 


This year the emperor, at the requeft of Suffder Jung, march- 
ed to reduce Ali Mahummud Khan, a Rohilla adventurer, who 
had from the negligence of government poffefled himfelf of the 
diftriés of ‘Kutteer, and aflumed independance of ‘the royal 
authority. He was befieged in a fortrefs called Bangur, and being 
taken prifoner, was committed to the care of the vizier; after 
which the royal army returned to Dhely. Zekariah Khan dying, 
the foubahdary of Lahore was conferred on the vizier, who 
appointed two fons of the deceafed his deputies; but the ‘bro- 
thers quarrelling with each other, the eldeft obtained fuperiority 
in the conteft, and was confirmed in the government of the pro- 
vince, with the title of Shaw-nowauz Khan. 


This year was diftinguithed by no other remarkable events, 
than the death of Ameer Khan, and the marriage of Shujah ad 
Dowlah, fon of Suffder Jung, to the daughter of the late Izaac 

; ‘ Khan, 


@ Mahabut Khan feized that emperor’s perfon, and for fome time controuled 

the royal authority; but was obliged to retire by the intrigues of the emprefs 
“Noor Jehaun.  ~ i : 

+ The founder of the Rohilla government, in the end overthrown by Shujah 
ad Dowlah with the affiftance of the Englifh, for, having neglected to fulfil 
the terms of a treaty made with him, when defended by his arms from the 
invafions of the Mharattas, : 

© Now called, from the refidence of the Rohillas, Rohilcund. It is in pof- 
feffion of the nayob vizier. 


Taw 


— 
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Khan, the emperor's favourite. Thefe nuptials were celebrated — ; 
with uncommon fplendour. Among the prefents made to the bri 


durbar, from a hurt occafioned by a fall from a terrace, and con- 
tentedly allowing his rival to exercife the influence of his office in 
his name, while he enjoyed fecurity and repofe. Suffder Ju phe 
only one of the nobility able to oppofe him, was his friend; fo that igs 
he had no competitor for the royal favour. He was naturally free” _ 

of {peech, and the emperor, fond of his repartee, had allowed him 
more licenfe in conyerfation than was confiftent with refpect to his 


own dignity. As he acquired power in the. flate, this freedom 
grew to importunity, when he was on bufinefs with the em, ; - 
which by degrees difgufted Mahummud Shaw, and made hi m with - ‘ 
his removal from office. The royal jealoufy was alfo excited by 
Ameer Khan's paying a vilit to the princes of the blood confined 
in the citadel of Seleemgur. The emperor, however, fearing his 
power, did not openly fhew any change towards him. At length, 
Ameer Khan one day prefling {ome requelt, which his majeity did 
not chufe to grant, he defired him to be filent, and he Hii cs 
him on the fubject another day. The minifter perfitte » an was 
three times mildly put off, but full continued his importunity. At 
Roze Afzoon Khan, a eunuch, °nazir of the haram, re+ 
fh terms for his difrefpect to his fovereign 3 upon 
hly enraged, oC & he or 
«© has a flave to interrupt the converfation of a no eman ¢ 
ae replied, . ‘ If I ama flave, L am the tessa ee 
« alone, and not of others.” The minifter, inflamed with pal : 
i if the eunuch was not removed, 


now addrefled the emperor, faying, if 
Ee2 


length, 
buked him in_har 
which Ameer Khan, hig’ 


« Twelve pounds fterling. 


>» The nazir has the fole dire&tion of the feraglio. 
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he would no longer attend the court 5 and demanded the difpofal 
of his office of nazir to one of his own feryants. The emperor con- 
fented for the prefent, and the minifter retired; but Mahummud 
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed for his own fafety, fhould 
Ameer Khan perfift in claiming poffeflion of the nuzzarut. The 
eunuch advifed the affaffination of the minifter, and undertook to 
effe& it, without delay. The emperor affented. A perfon who 
had been difcharged from the fervice of Ameer Khan, was applied 
to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day-or 
two afterwards the minifter attended the durbar, to receive the 
inveltiture of the nuzzarut, bringing with him Aggah Khan, a 
favourite eunuch, to be appointed his deputy in its immediate 
exercife. The affaffin was placed in the paflage leading to the 
chamber of private audience, and coming behind him juft as he 
had reached the door, ftabbed him with a dagger fo effectually, 
that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead on the inftant. 
His corpfe was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own 
houfe, where the imperial officers had been already fent to feize 
his effeGts ; but were refitted by the military followers of the de- 
ceafed, under pretence that great arrears of pay were due to them, 
fatisfaction for which they demanded, before they would relinquith 
the perfonal eftate; nor would they fuffer the body to be buried. 
After four days, Suffder Jung pledging himfelf for the payment of 
their demands, if they would give up the corpfe for interment, by 
this time in a ftate of putrefaction, they confented; keeping, 
however, the neareft relations of the deceafed in their hands, asa 
fecurity for the performance of his promife. After the funeral, the 
effects were fold to fatisfy the troops, and the emperor obtained 
pofleffion of the jewels and armoury for a*lack of rupees, which 
were worth ° fifty lacks, ifnot a greater fam. The jaghire of the 
deceafed was given to the daughter of the emperor, and put under 
the direétion of Nudjum ad Dowlah, fon to the late Izaac Khan. 
* This 


* Twelve thoufand pounds. 
* Five hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 
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a ae bie spp the invafion of Ahmed Abdallee, A. 
aa ies s pees eee Shaw. Ahmed was the 
: g ibe of Abdal, in the viet 
city of Heraut, and was taken prifoner in his infancy by Nadir 
who gave him the poft of a * yeflawul, and by degrees prom 
him to-a confiderable command in his army. Upon the aflaffinas 
tion of that monarch, he had the good fortune to poffefs him= 
felf of a confiderable treafure, with which he retired to his 
native country, and aflumed the honours of royalty over the Af 
ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefS of Cae 
dahar, which fubmitted to his arms; and prevailed upon Nafir : 
Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, to acknowledge his authority; 
permitting him to continue in office on promifing to pay down five 
lacks of rupees. Nafir Khan would have performed his agree- 
ment, but the chief inhabitants of the province refufing to con= 
tribute the fum, and perfuading him to relift, he withdrew his 
allegiance; upon which Ahmed Abdallee marched againft him. 
On his approach the people of Cabul deferted their governor, and 
Nafir Khan retired to the city of Pethawir, where he held out for 
fome time; but fearful of falling into the hands of Abdal Shaw, 
as his provifions were exhaufted, and he had no hopes of a fupply, 
he made his efeape towards Dhely, leaving his family and effects 
behind him, which, with the fortrefs, fell into the hands of the 
befiegers, two days after his departure. During this fiege, Shaw- 
nowauz Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, offered to join the fortunes 
of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, on condition of being appointed his 
vizier, and his propofal was accepted 5 but, at the remonftrance ce ¢ 
his uncle Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier to the emperor Mahum- 
mud Shaw, he repented of his treachery ; and when Ahmed 
Abdallee, on the fall of Pefhawir, claimed performance — 
engagement, he declined it. The thaw, being enraged, mare 


acainft Lahore, which fell into his hands after a fhort refiftance. 
be Shaw- 








* Mace-bearer. 
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he would no longer attend the court; and demanded. the difpofal 
of his office of nazir to one of his own feryants. The emperor con- 
fented for the prefent, and the minifter retired; but Mahummud 
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed for his own fafety, fhould 
Ameer Khan perfift in claiming pofleflion of the nuzzarut. The 
eunuch advifed the affaffination of the minifter, and undertook to 
effe& it, without delay. The emperor affented. A perfon who 
had been difcharged from the fervice of Ameer Khan, was applied 
to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day or 
two afterwards the minifter attended the durbar, to receive the 
inveftiture of the nuzzarut, bringing with him Aggah Khan, a 
favourite eunuch, to be appointed his deputy in its immediate 
exercife. The affaffin was placed in the paflage leading to the 
chamber of private audience, and coming behind him juft as he 
had reached the door, ftabbed him with a dagger fo effectually, 
that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead on the inftant. 
His corpfe was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own 
houfe, where the imperial officers had been already fent to feize 
his effets ; but were refifted by the military followers of the de- 
ceafed, under pretence that great arrears of pay were due to them, 
fatisfaction for which they demanded, before they would relinquith 
the perfonal eftate; nor would they fuffer the body to be buried. 
After four days, Suffder Jung pledging himfelf for the payment of 
their demands, if they would give up the corpfe for interment, by 
this time in a ftate of putrefaction, they confented; keeping; 
however, the neareft relations of the deceafed in their hands, asa 
fecurity for the performance of his promife. After the funeral, the 
effects were fold to fatisfy the troops, and the emperor obtained 
poffeffion of the jewels and armoury for a*lack of rupees, which 
were worth ° fifty lacks, ifnot a greater fum. The jaghire of the 
deceafed was given to the daughter of the emperor, and put under 
the dire€tion of Nudjum ad Dowlah, fon to the late Izaac Khan. 
: This 
* Twelve thoufand pounds. 
* Five hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 











_ MAHUMMUD SHAW, 


This year was diftinguifhed by the invafion of Alhmed Abdallee, A. 
hs oe Eat of the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Ahmed was the 4:E 
on of a chief of the Afghaun tribe of Abdal, in the vicinity of the — 
city of Heraut, and was taken prifoner in his infancy by Nadir nae 
who gave him the poft of a * yeflawul, and by degrees — 
him to-a confiderable command in his army. Upon the affaffinas 
tion of that monarch, he had the good fortune to poffefs him= 
felf of a confiderable treafure, with which he retired to his 
native country, and affumed the honours of royalty over : — 
ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefs of ea 
dahar, which fubmitted to his arms; and prevailed upon Nafir 
Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, to acknowledge his authority, 
permitting him to continue in office on promifing to pay down five 
lacks of rupees. Nafir Khan would have performed his agree- 
ment, but the chief inhabitants of the province were 
tribute the fum, and perfuading him to refift, he withdrew his 
allegiance; upon which Ahmed Abdallee marched againft him. 
On his approach the people of Cabul deferted their governor, and 
Nafir Khan retired to the city of Pethawir, where he held out for 
fome time; but fearful of falling into the hands of Abdal Shaw, 
as his provifions were exhaufted, and he had no hopes of a fupply, ’ 
he made his efeape towards Dhely, leaving his family and effects 
behind him, which, with the fortrefs, fell into the hands of the 
befiegers, two days after his departure. During this fiege, Shaw- 
nowauz Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, offered to join the fortunes , 
of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, on condition of being appointed his 
vizier, and his propofal was accepted 5 but, at the remonttrance of 
his uncle Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier to the emperor Mahum- 
mud Shaw, he repented of his treachery ; and when 69 
Abdallee, on the fall of Pethawir, claimed performance of : e 
engagement, he declined it. The thaw, being enraged, marc 


againft Lahore, which fell into his hands after a fhort ae 


= Mace-bearer. 
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Shaw-nowauz Khan made his efcape, with a few attendants, to 
Dhely. Emboldened by this fuccefs, and the weaknefs of the empire, 
Ahmed Shaw refolved to attempt the conqueft of the capital of Hin- 
dooftan; and in the beginning of this year began his march from 
Lahore. Mahummud Shaw, being at this time too much indif- 
pofed to take the field, difpatched his only fon, ptince Ahmed, 
againft the enemy, under the conduct of the vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan, Suffder Jung, foubahdar of Oude, Eefuree Sing, raja 
of Jeypore, and feveral other chiefs, with a great army. They 


. advanced to the banks of the Suttulludge without meeting the 


enemy, who had artfully paffed them and plundered the rich city 
of Sirhind, where the heavy baggage of the prince was depofited. 
Upon intelligence of this misfortune the prince returned, and upon 
his arrival near the enemy threw up entrenchments round his 


‘camp. The Afghaun thaw did the fame; and for fome days feveral 


fkirmifhes took place between the two armies. At length, Kummir 
ad Dien Khan, the vizier, being killed as he was at his devotions in 
his tent by a cannon ball, a panic prevailed in the Mogul army, and 
Eeefuree Sing with his Raajepootes fled from the field. Meer 
Munnoo, the vizier’s fon, and Suffder Jung, however, difdained 
to fly, and by: their addrefs reftored order in the camp. The next 
day, a magazine of rockets taking fire in the enemy’s camp, num- 
bers of the troops were wounded by the explotion ; and Ahmed 
Shaw Abdallee, either difheartened by this lof’, or fatisfied by the 
plunder gained at Sirhind, thought proper to retreat towards Cabul, 
which he did unmolefted. Mahummud Shaw being near his end, 
upon intelligence of the enemy’s defeat, commanded the prince to 
return to Dhely, having firft conferred the government of Lahore 
on Meer Munnoo, as a reward for his fervices. Betore the royal 
army reached Dhely the emperor expired, aged forty cight years and 
fome months, in the thirty firft year of his reign. His death was 
concealed for fome days,, till the arrival of the prince ; who on the 
firft of Jemmaud al Awul was faluted emperor in the garden of 


Shalimar ; 
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Shalimar, and on Friday, the twelfth of the fame month, went in — 


royal pomp to the great mof{que, where the khootbah was read, and 
coins were {truck in his name. Mahummud Shaw was buried in 
the college of Nizam ad Dien, in a fepulchre he had ereéted on 
purpofe. 


Mahummud Shaw was not deftitute of abilities and judgment, 
but had an indolence of difpofition too blameable in a fovereign; on 
which account he was overruled by his minifters, and governed by 
his domettic fervants. He was unable to reftore the empire’ from 
the decline it had fuffered during the reign of Ferokhfere 5 and 
being very young at his accellion, and addiéted to pleafure, he 
neglected publick bufinefs; fo that diforder encreafed. After the 
invafion of Nadir Shaw he became difpirited, and gave himfelf up 
to devotion and the fociety of religious men, He was averfe from 
oppreffion and thedding of blood; and the people from him ieee 
no wrong. While he lived, the royal name was pity ery 
by his prudence’ he fuftained the tottering pillars of hai rom 
falling into total ruin, but could not repair the unwieldy fabric. 


Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier, though neglectful of bufinels, 
and much addiéted to women and wine, yet was fo merciful "aA 
cenerous, that the inhabitants of Dhely ftill_ remember _ wi 
gratitude and affection, notwithftanding his incapacity for his im- 


portant ftation. 
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AAHMED Shaw on his acceffion offered the vizarut to Nizam al 
Moolk ; who excufed himfelf from accepting it, on account of his 
great age, being in his hundred and fourth year ; nor did he long 
furvive this refufal, dying about a month afterwards in the vicinity 
of Boorahanpore, the capital of Khandefhe. He had governed the 
Mogul provinces of Dekkan for thirty years, as an independant 
prince, except in name, with great ability and fuccefS. He left 
behind him fix fons, and was fucceeded in Dekkan by the fecond, 
Meer Ahmed Nafir Jung; the eldeft, Ghazee ad Dien, refiding at 
Dhely, in the office of ameer al amra. Nizam al Moolk is much 
venerated in Hindooftan for his wifdom, policy, generofity, and 
Jearning. An account of his life would form a volume, which 
may one day be prefented to the public. 


Immediately upon the death* of the nizam the vizarut was be- 
ftowed on Suffder Jung, who affumed the whole adminiftration of 
the imperial authority ; Ahmed Shaw, contrary to the hopes which 
had been formed of him, giving himfelf up to pleafure, and paying 
no attention to the. affairs of government. Suffder Jung’s firft 
meafure in office, was to attempt the expulfion of the Rohillas 
from Kutteer, bordering on his province of Oude. He for this 
purpofe inftigated Kaium Jung, the navob of Ferokhabad, to de- 
clare war againft them, Ali Mahummud their chief being juft 
dead, and the country in an unfettled ftate, owing to the minority 

: of 
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of his fons and the ambitious difputes of their guardians. Kaium 


Jung complied with the wifhes of the vizier, but was defeated and 
flain by the Rohillas. 


Difappointed in the conqueft of Kutteer, Suffder Jung refolved 
to reap advantage from the death of the deluded Kaium jung. He 
perfuaded the emperor to march towards Ferokhabad, and confif- 
cate his eftates. ‘The widow, children, and mother of the nayob, 
unable to refift, fubmitted to his authority and gave up their trea- 
fures. The principal fervants of the deceafed were fent prifoners to 
Aleabad; but his mother was allowed to keep the city of Ferokh- 
abad and twelve {mall diftricts, for the {upport of the family, as they 
had been conferred on it in perpetuity by the emperor Ferokhfere. 
The conquered country was committed to the care of the vizier’s 
deputy, Raja Nowil Roy. ‘This year, Ahmed Abdallee advanced A.H. 1162. 
again as far as Lahore; but being gallantly refitted by Meer Mun- 4 +1749 
noo, he thought proper to retreat, on his agreeing to pay him the 
revenues of four diftricts in that province. 


The vizier was fcarcely returned to Dhely, when Ahmed Khan, A: H. 1163. 
a brother of the late Kaium Jung, colleéted an army of Afghauns, AvDiiibe: 
and recovered the territories lately feized from his family, by de- 
feating Raja Nowil Roy, who was flain in the aétion. The vizier 
was on his march to affift his deputy, when he received accounts of 
his death, and preffed on to revenge it; but the fortune of Ahmed 
Khan prevailed. He, in a general action, defeated the vizier, who 
fled to Dhely, trembling for the fafety of his province of Oude, 
now expofed to the refentment of the enemy. 


Ahmed Khan immediately after his victory marched to Ale- 
abad, which fortrefs he befieged, and difpatched his fon Mhamood 
Khan to feize the city of Lucnow. The vizier fummoned an army 
of Mharattas to his affiftance, rena in two months after his 
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lofs, he moved from Dhely, recovered his own dominions from 
the enemy, and obliged Ahmed Khan, with his allies the other 
Rohillas, to take fhelter in the hills. Upon his fubmiffion, Ahmed 
Khan was reinftated in the poffeffion of Ferokhabad and a country 
producing a revenue of fixteen lacks of rupees; the reft of the 
territories poffefled by the late Kaium Jung being divided between 
the vizier and the Mharattas. The other Rohillas purchafed their 
pardon by the payment of a large contribution. This year was alfo 
diftinguifhed by an attempt to recover the foubahdary of Ajmere 
from the Raajepootes, who had affumed independance ; but the 
imperial general was defeated, and returned in difgrace to Dhely. 
The vizier, after his victory, employed himfelf in refettling his 
wafted provinces. 


This year was diftinguifhed by the death of Nafir Jung, fecond 
fon and fucceflor to Nizam al Moolk in Dekkan, by a confpiracy 
of his own {fervants, affifted by the French, who furprized his 
camp while he was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by his 
nephew Muzzuffir Jung, who was taken prifoner ; but on the death 
of his uncle was placed on the mufnud of Dekkan by the con- 
fpirators. ‘This young prince did not long enjoy his dignity, but 
was aflaffinated almoft immediately after his acceffion, by the fame 
perfons who had raifed him to power; when Sullabut Jung, third 
fon of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by the French, 
and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to Muzzuffir Jung. Mr. Buffy was 
created a noble of the empire, and the northern firkaurs granted 
in jaghire to his nation.* 


This year Ahmed Shaw Abdallee again advanced as far as La-~ 
hore, and was oppofed for four months by Meer Munnoo; who, 
however, lofing two of his principal generals, and his troops being 
difpirited, was obliged to fubmit. He was received into favour 


b 
® For a detail of thefe events, fee Mr. Orme’s elegant hiftory. 2 
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by the conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore and 
Multaun under his authority; and thus were thefe two valuable 
provinces torn from their dependance on the defcendants of Dumur, 
Ahmed Abdallée, during his flay at Lahore, fent an ambaflador 
to Dhely, demanding conceffions from the emperor; who, much 
alarmed, recalled Suffder Jung to court. The vizier obeyed the 
fummons, and repaired to Dhely, with his own army, and his 
auxiliary Mharattas; but Jaweed Khan, the favourite eunuch, 
before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace by 
complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who're= 
treated from Lahore to his own dominions. The vizier, offended 
at this meafure, declined appearing at court, encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Dhely, and informed. the emperor that he mutt 
devife fome means of paying the Mharattas, whom he had brought 
to his affiftance on the promife of a large fum of money. At 
this period, fortunately for Ahmed Shaw, Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
eldeft fon of the late nizam, efteeming the death of his brother 
Nafir Jung, favourable to his claims on the government of Dek- 
kan, offered to pay the demands of the Mharattas, if the emperor 
would grant him the foubahdary of that country. Ahmed Shaw 
readily complied, and Ghazee ad Dien Khan prevailed on the 
Mharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a 
large fum of money in hand, and promifes of greater tayours 
when he fhould arrive at his government. 


The vizier, Suffder Jung, upon the departure of the Mharattas, 
entered Dhely, and attended in his offices at court; but he was 
much difguited at the influence: of the eunuch Jaweed Khan OE 
the emperor, and the difgraceful peace made by the fayourite’s 
advice with the Abdallee Shaw. He refolved to remove him ; 
and, for this purpofe, having invited him to an entertainment, 
had him affaffinated by one of his fervants. This action enraged 
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from his perfon and the vizarut; but fuch was the power iar —_ : 
Suffder Jung, that Ahmed Shaw dared not for the prefent avow | _ Upon the retreat of Suffder Jung, Ghazeerad = Dien sKhanye 
his defigns. t ode Reta: being joined by an aUOY, of Mharattas, which he had ino z 
as SRS = his fervice, marched from Dhely againft the Jaut raja, Soore Fekk 
Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with the Mharattas, reached Aurung- Mul, who poffefféd the ‘province of Agra. The raja, unable tom 
abad, the capital of Dekkan, unmolefted, but died fuddenly, a keep the field, retired to his ftrongeft: fortrefs, which was fiir 
fee nights after his arrival at the city; upon Re ieManien@elowers rounded ; but the minifter having Ao battering cannon petitioned 
difperfed, and.his body was brought by his domeftics to Dhely. the emperor to {end the oil Daely Byssiiontinns 
He.feft behind him ene. fon, named: Shaab, ad Dien, a youth of Ahmed Shaw had been alarmed at the ambitious proceedings of : 
extraordinary abilities. By the intereft of Suffder Jung, he was ae young ameer al amra, who had behaved towards him with | 
appointed to fucceed his father 2s ameer al amra, and received the great hanghtinefs, and thewn litle rhe 
fame titles of Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadur, in addition to his wiles ae him apprehenfive of his own fafety, thould he ac= 
own, ‘he Grft ufe which the young man made of his power, was quire the rich conqueft of the Jaut territories. Soorauje Mul 


had alfo written privately to court, that if the emperor would 
march to*Secundra, he would join him with his troops, and free” 
him from the impending dangers of the treachery of his minifter. 
This petition was enforced by the advice of Intizam ad Dowlah, 
who enjoyed the chief confidence of the emperor and his mother, 
} to whofe affections he had fucceeded on the death of Jaweed Khan. 
Ahmed Shaw refuted the cannon, and marched from Dhely with 
a fmall army of houfehold guards, but a cumbrous train of fol- 
lowers and baggage, carrying with him all the ladies of the haram, 
to Secundra. Ghazee ad Dien, on intelligence of this, detached a 
party of Mharattas to impede his progrefs. Thefe plunderers fur- 
prized the royal camp at night. Ahmed Shaw, with his mother 


to advife the emperor to proceed to extremities in his refentment 
againft his patron. Ahmed Shaw, accordingly, removed him from 
his office of meer atuth, and expelled his deputy from the palace. 
Suffder Jung, unwilling to refift his fovereign, requefted to be 
allowed to retire to his government of Oude and the emperor 
confenting, he left Dhely, and encamped at a fmall diftance from 
it. His friends, however, reprefenting to him the folly of fo f 
-eafily refigning his power, he changed his intention of repairing t 
to Oude, and refolved to depofe Ahmed Shaw; for which purpote 

he called the Jauts to his affiftafice, and throwing off his alle- ° 

giance, fet up a youth as emperor, pretending that he was one of 








the royal family who had efcaped from prifon. He befieged Dhely and vizier, made their efcape in covered litters to Dhely, witha 
_ for fix months,’ but was bravely refifted by the young ameer al few attendants, leaving their unhappy followers to the mercy of 
amra. Both parties at length being tired of the war, Suffder ‘ the enemy. On this occafion, all the infignia of royalty, the im-— 4 
Jung, on being allowed to keep the provinces of Oude and Ale- perial baggage, and many princefles of the Timur family, (among 
abad, gave up the pretended prince, and retired to his govern- whom was the widow of Mahummud Shaw) fell into the hands 
ment, leaving Ghazee ad Dien Khan in poffeffion of what authority of the Mharattas. After the confufion of victory and confequent 
yet remained to the imperial name, and his office of vizier was } plunder, the ladies were releafed, and furnifhed with an efcort 
conferred on Intizam ad Dowlah, fon of the late vizier, Kummir to Dhely. 
ad Dien Khan. 4 Ghazee 


“Upon » A town between Dhely and Agra 
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pretence for marching to Lahore, in order to conceal his defigns ACL UN GE 
of feizing the government from ne widow. ‘Upon his artival at 
Lodiana, he difpatched a {plendid ‘efcor and a letter to her mother, 
demanding his bride. She complied with his requeft, and com- 
mitted the young lady to the charge of his eniiffaries, with her 















der of the foldiery, whofe avarice was infatiable. Such was their 


cruelty in gratifying it, that numbers of the unfortunate inhabitants 
put themielves to death, with their women, to efcape difgrace 
A whole montlr paffed in terror and alarms. The houfe o} 


ic marriage portion, happy to purchafe fo eafily the protection of ' late Kummir ad Dien Khan was plundered, and thofe ft $ 
the vizier. hile engaged in the feftivities of his nuptials, the who had been fortunate enough to efcape the rapacity of Nadir 
minifter difpatched fuddenly a confiderable force to Lahore, and Shaw, were now alfo involved in ruin.  Unfatished with the 
_ the governefs, not fufpecting treachery, was feized and conducted wealth of the capital, Ahmed Shaw marched againft the Jaut raja, 
with her treafures to the camp of her fon in law, who conferred Soorauje Mul, who poffefled the province of Agra, and difpatch= 
the government of the province on Adeena Beg Khan for an ed Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with one of his generals and two 
advance of thirty lacks of rupees. Upon the accomplifhment Princes of the houfe of Timur, to raife contributions from the 
of this affair he returned to Dhely; but the widow of Meer Doaub, or countries lying between the Ganges and Jumna rivers, 
Munnoo was not to be appeafed, threatening him with fpeed : 4 t 
vengeance for her ieee from Ahmed Shaw ‘Abdallee, ad wee wee: being ama at Fenokhabad, 4 = 
fovereign. Shortly indeed were her affurances fulfilled; and the a meee i ne foubaeet, P urchale ede 2 odie ak ; 
unfortunate fubjects of Hindooftan feverely punifhed for the avarice i ee pin pe ie Bie i ra er inten ee 
ee . is march into the territories of the young navob of Oude, Shujah 
of the vizier, who, however, by his addrefs efcaped the dangers | ad Dowlah, who, fufpeéting his defigns, had marched er 
which his infidious policy inflicted on the people. oh in dae one ee 


his forces to the frontier of his country, and was joined by the , 
navob Saadoollah Khan, chief of the Rohillas, an alliance then 
fubfifting between them. Ghazee, after trying in yain to de- 
tach Saadoollah from his friend, thought it prudent to fufpend 

. hoftilities, and finally to give over his defigns upon Oude, on 
Shujah’s confenting to pay him an offering of five lacks of rupees 
for the young princes. He halted however at Ferokhabad, being 
unwilling to return to the Afghaun conqueror without the fums i 
he had promifed him. cand, . 


Ahmed Shaw Abdallee immediately on intelligence of the 
vizier’s treachery marched from Candahar to Lahore, which was 
eyacuated on his approach, and purfiued his route to Dhely. 
Ghazee ad Dien, knowing himfelf incapable of refitting fuch an 
enemy, begged forgivenefs of his mother in law, and obtaining 
her recommendations to the Shaw, fet out for his camp with a 
few attendants. The Afghaun rebuked him feverely for his trea~ 
cherous .conduét, but confented to pardon him, on promife of 

A.H.1170. a large contribution from Dhely. To the capital the minifter 
A.D. 1758 accompanied him, ‘and, like Nadir Shaw, the conqueror took up 
his refidence in the citadel. The wretched emperor Aulumgeer, infli€ting a general maffacre on the unhappy inhabitants of Muttra, 

being incapable of refiftance, affected to receive him as a royal (a city venerated as holy among the Hindoos, and the refort of 

gueft. Dhely was for many days given up to the mercilefs plun- pilgrims from all parts of the empire) was employed in reducing 

ag Vou. Il, Gg aie 





* Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, who had marched againft the raja f 
Soorauje Mul, after taking Bullumgur, a {trong fortrefs, and 
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the citadel of Agra, which the imperial governor had refufed to 
furrender; when a plague breaking out in his camp obliged 
him to think of retreating, left his army fhould be fo reduced, 
as to leave him a prey to the refentment of the conquered, 
He, accordingly, raifed the fiege of Agra, and returned to Dhely, 
near which he was met by the wretched Aulumgeer, who en- 
treated him not leave him in the power of his opprefiive 
minifter Ghazee ad Dien Khan. At his requeft, Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah was appointed ameer al amra, and enjoined to protect 
his mafter againft the power of the vizier. At this time, the 
two widows of the late Mahummud Shaw, fearful of refiding 
longer in Dhely, offered the daughter of that emperor to Ah- 
med Shaw, and petitioned for an afylum for themfelves in his 
dominions. He accepted the “princefS in’ marriage, and com- 
plicd with the requeft of the fultanas, who accompanied him 
tg Candahar, to which he proceeded immediately after the cele. 
bration of his nuptials. His fon Timur Shaw, who was mar- 


nied at the fame time toa daughter of Aulumgeer was left with 
a confiderable force at the city of Lahore. 


During thefe calamities in the capital of the empire, Dek- 
Kan was alfo vexed by revolutions. Monfieur Buffy, the French 
general, who had obtained the fole influence in the court of 
the nizam Sullabut Jung, was governed in his turn by the ad- 
vice of Hyder Jung, a native nobleman, who led him as he 
pleafed. Mr. Bufly continued to conduét the affairs of Dek- 
kan, till, by the intrigues of Nizam Alee, brother to Sullabut 
Jung, his counfellor Hyder Jung being affaffinated, and the Englith, 
who had patronized Mahummud Alee Khan in the province of 
Arcot, growing powerful, he was obliged to return into the 


. French territories to the affiftance of his countrymen. Nizam 


Alee, being without a rival, depofed his brother, and affumed 
the government; but his power was much. curtailed by the Mha- 


rattas, 


AULUMGEER THE SECOND. 


rattas, who obliged him to refign a great part of his -terrie 
tories, and pay a tribute for the remainder. The Englith, after 
a long ftruggle with the French, took Pondicherry, which they 


deftroyed, and obtained from the nizam a grant of the jag- oa 


hires which had been given to their competitors in Dekkam. © 


Upon the retreat of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, Ghazee ad 
Dicn Khan. having prevailed on the navob of Perokhabad, 
Ahmed Khan Bunguth, to join him with his troops, and call- 
ed to his affiftance an army of Mharattas under Ragonaut 
Raow and Holkar, marched to Dhely.: The emperor and Nu- 
jeeb ad Dowlah, after a fiege of forty five days, were obliged 
to fubmit to the enemy. Nujeeb ad Dowlah, by bribing the 
Mharattas, obtained leave to retire to his government ; but the 
wretched emperor was left in the power of his minifter. Ah- 
med Khan was appointed ameer al amra, a5 @ return for his 
fervices, Ghazee ad Dien now poffeffed uncontrouled what little 
of the imperial power remained to the poffeflor of Dhely, pan 
jealoufy was alarmed by the emperor's eldeft fon, Alec Go ur, 
who had obtained from his father a jaghire in the vicinity of 
the capital, and was employed in raifing contributions nig 
for his fupport, at the head of a fimall body of be ee 
vizier obliged the emperor to recall the prince, who re’ 4 
to Dhely; but the artifices of the minilter could not Le 
upon him to enter the citadel, where he, knew he aie : 
made a prifoner. Ghazee, enraged at his refiftance, a ee 
his palace, when the prince, by a gallant effort, Ce iy 
with a very few brave followers through the troops, ¥ (a 
his efcape to Nujeeb ad Dowlah, who protected is & rn : 
months; at the expiration of which he marched to try 


hi ince, Serauje ad 
fortune in Bengal, the a z which province, Dale 
So 


brid 
Thee events are amply detailed in the works of Mefirs, Orme and Cambridge. 
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Dowlah had been depofed by the affiftance of the Englith, and 
Meer Jaffier fet up in his room. = = 


Ghazee ad Dien Khan, difappointed in his attacks on the 
prince, refolved to execute vengeance on Nujeeb ad Dowlah, his 
protector; and for this purpofe called in an army of Mharat- 
tas, under the chiefs Junko and Duttah Sindia, who invaded his 
country, which he defended againft them for fome months, being 
affifted by the navob of Oude and the Rohillas ; when the Mha- 
Tattas, at length, agreed for a fum of money to grant him peace, 
being called upon to defend their newly acquired. territories in 
Lahore, which were threatened with lofs-by the approach of 
Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Ghazee ad Dien Khan, apprehenfive 
of the refentment of that prince for the indignities thewn to 
Aulumgeer, and the removal of Nujeeb ad Dowlah from the 
poft of ameer al amra conferred upon him by Abdallee, affaffi- 
nated his unhappy fovereign; and leaving Dhely in poffeffion of 
the Mharattas, retired to one of the fortrefles of Raja Soorauje 
Mul, chief of the Jauts, who gave him protection. *Mohee al 
Sunnut, fon of Kaum Bukhfh, and grandion of Aurungzebe, 
was feated on the throne, by the title of *Shaw Jehaun, and in- 
fulted with the empty name of emperor. 


When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, left his fon Timur Shaw with 
Jehaun Khan at Lahore, that chief thought it prudent to beftow 
a confiderable traét of country in farm on Adeena Beg Khan, 
the general of the late Meer Munnoo, who was at the head of 
a confiderable body of troops. Adeena Beg accepted his offer, 
and for fome time remained faithful in his employment ; but, 
being at length fufpicious of Jehaun Khan’s intentions towards 
him, he quitted his office, and retired to the hills with his fol- 
lowers, where he excited the Siks to rebellion, and, in con-= 
junétion with them, overran the country between the rivers Ra- 
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wee and Suttulludge. Jehaun Khan fent againft him Morand 
Khan, who was defeated, and the Durannies driven from feyeral 
places. At this time, Ragonaut Raow, Shumfheer Bahadur, and 
Holkar, had reached the vicinity of Dhely with an army of N na= 
rattas, to whom Adeena Beg Khan difpatched frequent inyita= 
tions to invade Lahore, which they accepted. At Sirhind they 
were oppofed by the governor, whom they defeated and took 
prifoner ; after which they proceeded to Lahore by forced marches. 
Jehaun Khan, after fome fkirmifhing, found himfelf unequa 
to defence againft fuch fuperior numbers, and flying with Timor 
Shaw in the greateft hafte, evacuated the country. His retreat 
put the victors in pofieffion of the provinces of Lahore and Mul- 
taun; the former of which they conferred upon Adeena Beg Khan, 
on his agreeing to pay them annually the fum. of * feventy five 
lacks of rupees, and retreated to Dhely. On the rains approach 
ing, they marched back to Dekkan, but left a body of troops 
under Junko, as foubahdar of Ajmere, to protect their con~ 
quefts. 
















The next year, Adeena Beg Khan dying, Junko gave the  § 
government of Sirhind to Suddeek Beg Khan, the country be- 
tween the rivers to the widow of Adeena Beg Khan, and ap- 
pointed Summa, a Mharatta chief, to refide at Lahore as fou- 
bahdar, who extended his dependancies as far north as the river 
Attok. During thefe events, the Mbharatta power had fpread 
itfelf in almoft every province of Hindooftan, when Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah, the Rohillas, and Shujah ad Dowlah united, to, pres 
vent, if poflible, the total overthrow of Mahummedan exiftence 
in the empire. Nujecb ad Dowlah was at this time clofely 
blocked up at Sukkertal; and though Shujah ad Dowlah had 
in fome meafure affifted him, yet the number of the enemy was 
fo fuperior, that there was little profpect of long ne out 


2 Seven hundred thoufand pounds. 
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againft them. The Hindoo princes alfo were equally opprefled 
‘by the Mharattas; who, though of the fame faith, only left a 
bare maintenance to thofe whom they conquered. Both Muflul- 


mauns and Hindoos joined in petitions to Ahmed Shaw, that he- 
‘would march and affume the throne of Dhely, in which they 
‘promifed to fupport him. The Abdallee, enraged at the {eizure 


of Lahore by the Mharattas, was rejoiced at the invitation, which 
aflured him that he would only have one enemy to oppofe, and 
he refolved to accept it. He advanced without delay acrofs the 
Attok, and drove the Mbharattas before him to Lahore, which 
they evacuated alfo upon his arrival. ‘They were joined in their 
flight by Suddeek Beg Khan, the widow of Adeena Beg, and their 
other renters; nor did they ftop till they had reached the vicinity 
of Dhely. From Lahore, Ahmed Shaw advanced towards Dhely. 
Upon intelligence of his approach reaching Duttah Sindia, that 
chief raifed the blockade of Nujeeb ad Dowlah’s camp, without 
finifhing a negotiation of peace then began, and marched with 
an army of eighty thoufand horfe againft Ahmed Shaw. That 
prince had croffed the Jumna, on account of the great {carcity 
of provifions in the high road from Lahore, owing to the late 
depredations of the Mharattas, who had plundered and laid wafte 
the country in their flight, in order to retard his purfuit, and, 
perhaps, oblige him to retreat to his own country for want of 
fubfiftance. He was foon joined by the chiefs Nujecb ad Dowlah, 
Saadoollah Khan, Hafiz Rhamut, and Doondee Khan, who fup- 
plied his army with grain and other neceflaries from their terri- 
tories eaft of the Ganges. ‘The Mharattas encamped near Dhely, 
and Ahmed Shaw marched to give them battle. For fome days, 
the Duranny remained hovering round their camp, and fkir- 
mifhing only took place between detached parties on either fide. 
At length Duttah, diftrefled for provifions, having firft fent off 
his nephew Junko to Dekkan, with a finall party, determined 
to hazard a battle. With his whole army difmounted, he drew 


up 


AULUMGEER THE SECOND. 


up: in front of his camp, inviting the Durannies to aétion. The 
challenge was accepted, and a bloody engagement fmeceeded, sum 
which, at laft, Duttah and the greateft part of his troops were 


cut to pieces, Ahmed Shaw the fame day, immediately after 


the viétory, haftened in purfait of Junko, and did not quit it 
till he arrived at Narnoul. Here he received intelligence that 
Holkar, who was the Mharatta chief in the Jeypore country, 
had marched to Soorauje Mul, .chief of the Jauts, whom he 
endeavoured to prevail upon to join him; but he alleged in his 
excufe for not complying, that he could not {pare troops from 
his garrifons, which he mutt defend againft the Durannies. Holkar 
upon this moved with his own troops to Secundra, * twenty cofs 
to the eaft»ard of Dhely, where the Rohilla chiefs had collected 
ftores of grain, and a fupply of money for the Shaw's army, 
hoping to diftrefs him by feizing them; but the Rohillas had 
taken the precaution to move the “grain acrofs the Ganges. 
The Shaw, upon this intelligence, detached Shaw Puffund Khan 
with a body of horlé againft Holkar. In the fpace of twenty 
four hours he marched with fifteen thoufand horfe from Nar- 
noul to Dhely, the diftance of *feventy cofs, and only rena 
ing a day at that city for refrefhmenty croffed the Nien ; 
night following, and about dawn arrived at Secundra, . - 

Holkar was encamped. The Mharatta chief was complete y _ 
prized, and had fearce time to make his efcape quite naked, wil 

about three hundred followers. The reft of his troops me 
either killed or taken prifoners, and a great plunder fell ns : 
hands of the victors. Ahmed Shaw moved from Narnoul F 
Dhely ; and at the approach of the rains croffed “ ae bi 
canton at Secundra, for the convenience of being fupph 


round Dhely, on the weltern a? 


provifions, as the country 


* Forty miles. ; 
» Qne hundred and forty miles. 
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of the Jumna, had been laid wafte and defolate by his own 
and the enemy’s depredations. et ee 

When intelligence of Duttah Sindia’s defeat. and death, the 
lofs of Lahore, Dhely, and the overthrow of Holkar, reached 
Dekkan, Suddafheo Raow, commonly éalled Bhaow, nephew to 
Ballajee, the pefhwa, and feveral other chiefs of the firft note, 
and an army of fepoys, difciplined in the European method, 
artillery, and an innumerable hoft of cavalry, marched to regain 
their poffeffions in Hindooftan. Upon the arrival of this army 
near Agra, Soorauje Mul, the Jaut raja, was prevailed upon by 
Mulhar and Holkar, who had taken refuge with him, to vifit 
the Bhaow; and at Muttra, Ghazee ad Dien Khan with a few 
followers joined them. 


Suddafheo Bhaow, as the rapidity and depth of the Jumna 
would not permit him to crofs and attack the Duranny Shaw, 
marched to Dhely, which he entered, and immediately com- 
menced an affault upon the palace. One. attack was made at 
the lion baftion, and another at the Dhely gate. Holkar and 
Junko endeavoured to force the, gate, but in vain. At length, 
five hundred men with matchlocks, under Eetul Raow, fcaled 
the walls near the lion baftion, and forced their way to the doors 
of the royal haram. Some Durannies now rufhed from Seleem- 
ghur, and by a volley laid twelve of the affailants dead; which 
fo alarmed the reft, that they in the greateft diforder turned 
their backs, and threw themfelves over the walls. The Mha~- 
ratta chiefs then retired to the palace of Saadoollah Khan. They 
erected batteries in different places, and Ibrahim Khan Gardee, 
who commanded the difciplined fepoys and: artillery, brought 
three pieces of cannon to bear on the fort from the bank of 
the Jumna, with which he battered the lion baftion, the o¢ta- 
gonal tower, and the royal haram, Great part of the private 

audience 


_ to plunder the little cultivation which had taken ant On iced 
ukht, 
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audience hall, and other apartments were damage 
unfortunate confined princes and princeffes thrown in 
and confufion. For fome days cannonading continued 

& 5 ts) s 
ond of which, Yacoob Ali Khan, the Duranny governor, 
ing provifions fall fhort, and feeing’ that no affiftance could) 
reach him from Ahmed Shaw, on account of the fulnefs of the 
Jumna, propofed to furrender tlie palace, on condition of being 
allowed to march out unmolefted, with his folloy Wandwer 
fects. His offer was complied with; and, evacuatin 
he croffed thé Jumna in boats. with his garrifon, and proce 
to the camp of Ahmed Shaw. The Bhaow gave the com 
mand of the garrifon to Naroo Sunker, a bramin of diltingtion. 
The Bhaow, though he had the prefumption to afpire at ¢ 
empire of Hindooftan, was low and! mean in’ 
broke down the ceiling of the grand! hall’ of 
was of filyer, and melted it for coin. ‘The gold and fil 
at the tombs of *Nizam ad Dien Ouleah, and thofe at the ee 
pulchres. of the emperors, as cenfers, lamps, andi candlefticks, 
he alfo {eized; and was guilty of every plunder exprellive of a 
little mind. He had the imprudence to-remain at Dhely, though: 
the utmoft {earcity of provilions: prevailed, owing to’ the country: 
adjacent having been the fcene of war for four years fuccef 
fively. Towards the conclufion of the rains, he marched out 
the twenty ninth of Suffir he placed Shaw “Jewan foneA Hira7a 
hit a at _ ALD. 17600 
of Alee Gohur Shaw. Aulum, on the throne;,.and™ appointe ~~~ 


ed Shujah ad Dowlah his vizier, to whom firmauns were {ent 
Vox. Il. Hh Pi Gd 


ade 





* A celebrated: Mahummedan: faints ga 
> The fame prince, who, in the year 1784, made his. efeape from Dhelys.- 
and threw him(elf on the protection of Mr. Hajtings; who, by his influence ro 
with the vizier, obtained for him an allowance of forty thoufand” pounds per 
annum, On his death a liberal fhare of this penfion was continued forbise 
women and family, who yet refide at Banaras, under the Englith protection. 
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in hopes that this meafure would breed diffention between him 
and Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. . Having left Naroo Sunker in 
Dhely to command the garrifon, he at length marched with 
his army to Gunjeporah, where Abd al Summed Khan, Nuja- 
but Khan, and Koottub Khan, with the zemindars of the coun- 
try, were ftationed to procure grain for the Duranny camp, He 
laid fiege to the fort, which fell in a few days, and the chiefs 
were all flain in the ftorm. 


The Duranny Shaw, immediately upon receiving intelligence 
of this event, though the river Jumna was not yet fafely for- 
dable, gave orders for march, and fwam with his army acrofs 
the river at Pakput near Dhely, though not without the lof 
of many men, who. were drowned in the attempt; which, how- 
ever, fo aftonifhed the Bhaow, who had marched to plunder 
the town of Sirhind, that he gave up the defign, and returned 
with precipitation to Panniput. He had with him one hun- 


-dred and forty thoufand horfe, commanded by the moitt cele- 


brated and veteran Mharatta chiefs, befides his corps of fepoys 
and artillery; but, with this great force, not thinking himfelf 
equal to engage the Abdallee, he entrenched himfelf on a plain 
to the north of Panniput. The Duranny army foon arrived 
near him, and Ahmed Shaw fent out parties to prevent grain 
from pafling to his camp. Daily fkirmithes took place be- 
tween bodies from both armies. At length, Ahmed Shaw find- 
ing that nothing would force the Mharattas from their camp, 
refolved upon an affault. Jehaun Khan, Puffund Khan, and 
Nujecb ad Dowlah, formed the van, and were followed by the 
other Indian chiefs. The Mbarattas on their approach drew 
out at a little diftance in front of their lines. The action be- 
: gan with much fury at twelve o'clock, and continued doubt- 
ful with great flaughter till near twilight, when the Rohilla 
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infantry of Nujeeb ad Dowlah forced their way into the ene= 
my’s works, and Bulwunt Raow, a near relation to the Bhaow, 
was killed, with a great number of men; but night coming 
on, Ahmed Shaw. ordered a retreat, and the ftruggle ceafed, 
Famine and ficknefs raged in the Mbharatta camp, and num- 
bers died every day; but they ftill held out, in hopes of being 
fhortly fupplicd with provifions by Govind Pundit, the chief of 
Etawa and ‘orah, who had been collecting grain and money, 
which he had brought as far as Shawdirruk near Dhely, with 
an efcort of ten thoufand horfe, intending to march up on the 
fide of the Jumna oppofite the Shaw’s camp, and by degrees 
join his friends. Ahmed Shaw had intelligence of his motions, 
and fent Atta Beg Duranny, with five thoufand horfe, to inter- 
cept him. This chief croffed the Jumna, and in two days by 
forced marches reached Shawdirruk, where he furprized and put 
to death the deputy of Naroo Sunker, and all his people. 
From thence he advanced to Ghazee ad Dien Nuggur, and 
cut off a party of the enemy at that place. He then haftened 
to Jellallabad, where Govind Pundit had arrived with his con- 
voy the fame day. He was completely furprized, and his fol- 
lowers moftly fled. Thofe who refitted were cut to pieces, 
with himfelf and all his chief officers. The rich convoy, with 
the head of Govind Pundit, was conduéted to Ahmed Shaw ; 
who by this ftroke completed the blockade of the Mharatta 
camp beyond relief, The enemy’s {tation was now rendered in- 
tolerable by filth of every kind, numbers dying every day of 
The chiefs held a confultation, and agreed, 
that as by remaining in entrenchments they miuft penih with 
difeafe and hunger, it was better to hazard a battle, and, if 
defeated, fly to Dekkan. , They marched out of their camp, 
and advanced, with their artillery in front, towards the army 


of the Shaw, who. was prepared for their reception, and Pst 
me hog mitted 


famine and ficknefs. 


243 











add 


AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 


mitted them to move a confiderable diftance from their works, 
At length the Afghauns rufhed upon them with fuch fury, as 
not to give them time to ufe their cannon. Little refiftance 
was made, as the *Bhaow was killed almoft on the onfet, 
which had an immediate effect on his troops, who fell into 
confufion, Junko and many other chiefs of note fell, and the 
route became general. Ibrahim Khan Gardee with his fepoys 
made fome*ftand, but were overpowered, and cut to pieces. 
The field floated with the blood of the numerous flain. Two 
and twenty thoufand men and women were taken prifoners, 
and the plunder of the Mharatta camp exceeded all yaluation. 
A great train of artillery, fifty thoufand horfes, two hundred 
thoufand cattle, feveral thoufand camels, and five hundred ecle- 
phants, formed a part of this vaft capture. But this was not 
all the lofs of the enemy; for thofe who had efcaped from 
the hands of the Durannies were moftly put to death in the 
villages, where they had hoped to find refuge; and of the 
chiefs of any rank, only three, among whom was Holkar Mul- 
har, found their way to Dekkan. In that country the in- 
telligence of the defeat fpread an univerfal confternation, and 
threw the Mharatta ftates into a confufion, from which, had the 
princes of Hindooftan followed the blow by a unity of action 
among themfelves, they never could have recovered. But the 
nobles of Hindooftan had no fooner rid themfelves of this 
general enemy, than their animofities revived againft each other. 
The Duranny Shaw after his victory marched to Dhely, where 
he continued fome months. Before his departure, he acknow- 
ledged Shaw Aulum as emperor of Hindooftan, and com- 


manded 


* Several pretenders thaye fince flarted up, calling themfelves the Bhaow. 
In 1779 one appeared at, Banaras, and began to levy troops and raife difturb- 
ances in the city; upon which he was feized, and confined in the Englifh 
gaurifon of Chunar, from whence he was releafed by Mr. Haftings in 1782. 
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manded Shujah ad Dowlah and the other chief £0 fubmit to 
his authority. Sultan Jewan Bukht was continued on the 
throne as regent, till his father, then in Bengal, fhould re- 
turn to Dhely;.and Nujeeb ad Dowlah was entrufted with: 
the care of the city and protection of the royal family, 
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SHAW AULUM 2% 





. 


A. i, 1175, SyujaH ad Dowlah- having received the khelaut of the 
A.D.1761 vizarut from Shaw Aulum, who was on his march from Patna, 


where he had been acknowledged by the “Englifh, and the 
mavob Meer Caufim Khan, haftened to receive him on the 
confines of his province, at the river Carumnaffla. From thence 
the emperor and vizier marched into Bondelcund, and {eized 
feveral diftri€ts from the Mbarattas, mot yet recovered from 
their late defeat. At the conclufion of this campaign, Meer 
Caufim having been expelled from Bengal by the Englith, 
threw himfelf on the protection of the vizier, who agreed to 
affift him in the recovery of his territories, when the events 
followed which are related in the account of the affairs of 
Bengal, following this hiftory. 


Nujeeb ad Dowlah, on the departure of Ahmed Shaw Ab- 
dallee, being in poffeflion of Dhely, was fhortly after attacked 
by Soorauje "Mul, raja of the Jauts, who had already extended 
his authority over the capital of Agra and its dependancies ; but 
the raja being flain, as he was imprudently riding out with a 
thin attendance too near the enemy’s line, his army fled, and the 
ameer al amra obtained an almoft bloodlefs victory. He was 
however fhortly after attacked by Jowahir Mul, the fon and fuc- 


ceflor 


> A particular account of this, and other tranfaQions of Shaw Aulum in 
Bengal, will be feen in the hiftory of that province, in this volume. 
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ceflor of Soorauje Mul, when Dhely fuffered the hardfhips of a 
fiege for forty two days ; at the expiration of which, Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah obtained a peace by making fome conceffions to the young 
raja. From this-time he governed Dhely, and the few diftridls 
yet in poffeffion of the royal family, with moderation and juftice, 
till his death; when he was fucceeded in his dominions by his 
fon Zabtah Khan, who continued to proteét the royal family ; the 
emperor Shaw Aulum refiding at Aleabad, with the Englith, 


Shaw Aulum at length growing weary of his retirement at 
Aleabad, and finding, after repeated applications, that he could 
not obtain the affiftance of the Englifh to put him in poffeffion 
of Dhely, over which he had only a nominal authority, or to 
extend his real power beyond the limits of the two fmall pro- 
vinces of Aleabad and Korah, refolved to quit their protection, 
and call in the Mharattas to efcort him to the capital of the 
empire, near which a confiderable army was encamped. To this 
refolution he was urged on by Hufham ad Dowlah, his favourite, 
who hoped to acquire the {ole adminiftration of the royal affairs, 
fhould the emperor leave Aleabad, where his power was con- 
trouled by Moneer ad Dowlah, an old minifter, who enjoyed the 
confidence and fupport of the Englifh, and with juftice, as a re- 
{pectable character, the favourite being a weak man, and known 
chiefly as the pander of the loofer pleafures of his royal matter. 
The vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, though apparently againft the 
meafure, yet privately encouraged Hutham ad Dowlah to perfuade 
the emperor to march, and even gave him a fum of money, as 
a proof of his friendfhip ; for he regarded the prefence of Shaw 
Aulum with the Englith, as a bar to the faccefS of plans in which 
he required their affiftance. Moneer ad Dowlah, ie ts Hen 
acquainted with the character of the Mharattas, and orefaw that 
his matter would in the end falla prey to their treachery, en- 


deavoured, but in. yain, to perfuade him againft giving ee 








A. H. 1185. 
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comfortable afylum of Aleabad, and the folid revenue he enjoy- 
ed from the Englifh protettion, for the acquifition of a defolated 
capital. The prefidency of Calcutta alfo remonftrated ; but Shaw 
Aulum was determined. He marched from Aleabad, and was 
accompanied as: far as the frontiers of Korah by the vizier and 
Sir Robert Barker, commander /in chief of the Englith forces. 
The latter, at taking leave, renewed his advice that his Majetty 
would remain with his nation; but Shaw Aulum was impatient 
to fee him(felf enthroned in the palace of his anceftors. He moved 
onwards to Ferokhabad, the navob of which, Ahmed Khan Bun- 
guth, being lately dead, his eftates and effects, according to the 
uwfage of the empire, had reverted to the crown. His fon and 
Tucceffor, Muzzuffir Jung, on the payment of five lacks of rupees, 
as a compofition for the royal demand, was confirmed in the pof- 
feffions of his father. Shaw Aulum now had a refpe@table trea- 
fury, having made confiderable favings from the revenue paid him 
by the Englifh, and alfo obtained an advance of twenty two lacks 
of rupees for drafts on the Bengal tribute for the enfiiing year, 
from the vizier and Moneer ad Dowlah.- His army, though {mall, 
was well appointed; and he had two battalions of fepoys, which 
had been difciplined by * Englith officers, 

. After 


a The officers were removed on the march of Shaw Aulum. Different opinie 
ons haye prevailed on the policy or impolicy of the Englifh not joining the 
emperor, Had they accompanied him with a brigade, their conquelis would 
doubtlefs have been fplendid; but to preferve them they muft have inevitably 
taken the Jead in all public affairs. To fome native nobles changes mult haye 
occurred from that very citeumftance, and the council of Bengal knew they would 
have been loudly reprefented to our countrymen as aéts of barbarity in the ftig- 


matized fervants of the company- My countrymen, compare impartially our cone 


duGin the affairs of Bengal, with that of the native victors; and Jet the preju- 
dices excited by interefted, abufive, and, perhaps, envious eloquence, give place. to 
the proper feelings of Englifhmen, on difcovering that the honour of our country 
has not been fullied by Englifhmen in India. At home, you haye feen falfe 
patriots daily. Believe me, we are not fo treacherous in India, Pofterity wilt 
do us juftice. 


SHAW: AULUM THE SECOND, 


After a ftay of nearly two months in the vicinity of Ferok- 
habad, the emperor moved to Nubby Gunge, twenty five cols 
nearer‘ Dhely ; where he was joined by Sindia, a Mbharatta 
chief, who came to fettle the terms of {fervice, and to efeore 
him to the camp of his principal Biffajee, then encamped near 
Dhely. Moneer ad Dowlah had been left in charge of the 
Provinces of Aleabad and Korah; fo that Hufham ad Dowlah 
had now attained his wifhed for office of aéting minifter. He 
agreed to pay the Mbharattas ten lacks of rupees, when the 
emperor fhould be put in poffeflion of Dhely; but they infifted 
upon the fam in advance; which, after much negotiation was 
given them, and they performed the conditions. About the lat- 
ter end of December 1771, Shaw Aulum made his entry into 
Dhely, and received the congratulations of his family, and the 
inhabitants of the ancient capital of Hindooftan: 


The emperor's ftay in Dhely was but fhort. He had»re- 
folved on the ruin of Zabtah Khan, for which many reafons 
are afligned. He had, it was faid, been deficient in refpeg& 
to the royal authority while Shaw Aulum refided at Alea- 
bad; and it was alfo whifpered, that during his command in 
the palace of Dhely, he had abufed his truft, by corrupting 
the ladies of the haram, particularly the princefs Khierooniffa, 
the emperor’s fifter ; a conduct certainly deferving the royal dif- 
pleafure. Whatever were the caufes, Shaw Aulum had deter- 
mined to feize his territories, and the Mharattas readily agreed 
to affiit him, not only from the hope of plunder, but of gra- 
tifying their revenge for the lofles they had fuffered from 
Nujeeb ad Dowlah; to whofe courage the victory of Shaw 
Ahmed Abdallee at Panniput had been greatly owing. 


Shaw  Aulum marched again in January 177% not Hos 
than twenty days after his arrival at Dhely, with an army © 
Vor. Il. Ti : ninety 
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ninety thoufand men, chiefly Mbharatta cavalry, and without 
delay entered the diftri€ts of Zabtah Khan; who, unable to 
refift fuch a force in the field, evacuated his capital of .Ghofe 
Ghur, which was plundered, and fled acrofs the Ganges, hoping 
to defend his territories on the eaftern bank of that river, 
which he trufted would impede the royal progrefs. He {tationed 
troops at the different fords ; but this ftep weakened his 
main body, and was the caufe of his deftruction. Nujeef Khan 
gallantly crofied the river, and difperfed the troops at one of 
the ftations, when he was followed by the chief part of the 
Mharatta army; after which Zabtah Khan made but little re- 
fiftance. He fled to Pattergur, where he had depofited his 
women and treafures, but was fo clofely purfued, that he had 
not time to remove them. This place furrendered after a few 
days’ fiege, and his family and effects fell into the hands of 
the enemy; but Zabtah Khan, with a few attendants, made 
his .efcape to the camp of the vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, who 
was advanced to Shawabad, the frontier city of his dominions, 
to watch the motions of the Mharattas, attended alfo by Sir 
Robert Barker, with four battalions of fepoys, and fome officers 
appointed to difcipline the vizier’s regular battalions. The firft 
brigade, under Colonel Champion, had alfo marched as far as 
Banaras, to be ready to join the vizier in cafe of neceflity. 
The dry feafon was’ fpent by the royal army in reducing the 
remainder of Zabtah Khan’s poffeffions and part of Rohilcund, 
the chiefs of which fled for refuge to the hills adjacent, and 
the principal one, Hafiz Rhamut, repaired to the camp of Shu- 
jah-ad Dowlah to purchafe his protection. 

At the approach of the rains, the Mbarattas prefled the 
emperor to canton at Burrelly, the capital of Hafiz Rhamut’s 
country, promifing, at the conclufion, to reduce all Rohilcund 
to the royal authority, and even to attack Shujah ad Dowlah 


and 
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and the Englifh; but Shaw Aulum abfolutely declined moleft= 
ing the vizier or his allies, and infifted on returning to Dhely; 
to which, much againft their wills, they at length comfented. 


This campaign ended very little to the {atisfattion oy 
emperor, for the Mbharattas paid him but little refpect, and 
allowed him fcarce any fhare of the plurider or territory ace 
quired by the war. They alfo reftored to Zabtah Khan his 
women and children, for a ranfom of a lack and half of ru- 
pees, which was generoufly advanced him. by Shujah ad Dowlah. — 


Shaw Aulam, tipon his return to Dhely, rewarded the fer- 
vices of his general Nujeef Khan, by the gift of fome diftriéts. 
which had been abandoned by Zabtah Khan; and eftablithed 
other chiefs in Sarungpore and other pergunoahs taken in: the 
campaign, which had been left to the royal difpofal by the 
Mharattas, who patted the rainy feafon in the province.of Agra, 
in endeavouring to reduce the Jauts to pay them the choute 
tribute. 





At the conclufion of the rains, the affairs of the emperor 
affumed a gloomy afpect. His treacherous allies, the singe | 
whofe only object was prefent gain, having ree, = 
Aulum’s treafury, agreed, for a fum of money, to rettore = 
Zabtah Khan the country, for which they had been amply a 
by the fovereign, and to give back to the Jauts pe ee 
which had been refigned to the emperor on his fir a. 
Dhely. They infolently iffued their orders to the ei Re =. 
to evacuate their ftations, and they were obliged a u oe 
faperior force; fo that in a few weeks the <a an 
Aulum found himfelf without any territory but ae 
capital of Dhely, all befides being fold back into thole very 


i i i ections with the 
hands which had held a — to his connect! se 
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Mharattas, The unhappy monarch now anced, hot only 


lofS of territory, but perfonal indignity from his own tr 

es | OOps ; 
who, expelled from the diftri@s on which they had afliens 
ments for their pay, crowded to Dhely, and began to be cla- 
morous for their arrears. The emperor had expended his ready 


“money on the Mbarattas, the caufers of his diftrels. The 


minifter, Hufham ad Dowlah, inftead of attempting meafurcs 
to alleviate the fufferings of his mafter, endeavoured to turn 
them to his own advantage, by making them the inftrument 
of ruining Nujeef*Khan, of whofe growing favour at court he 
was become jealous. The royal troops were moftly difbanded, 
on’ pretence that there was no money to pay them, and Nu- 
jeef Khan’s corps among the reft. The Mharattas were pri- 
vately invited by the minifter to Dhely. Nujeef Khan, how- 
ever, was fo beloved by his people, who regarded him as of 
fortunate aufpices, that they would not leave him, trufting to 
happier times for a reward; and many of the chiefs difmiffed 
Nujeef Khan in vain 
endeavoured to perfuade the emperor to difburfe money from 
his privy purfe, and levy troops to prevent the Mharattas from 
entering Dhely, as the only means to avert his ruin; but Shaw 
Aulum, having fo recently experienced treachery, would not 
confide in him, and refolved to truft to chance for the decifion 
of his fate. He was at the fame time inclined to hope, from 
the perfuafions of Hutham ad Dowlah, that the march of the 
Mharattas was not with offenfive defigns to the royal power. 


At length, the Mbharatta army, with the Jauts and Rohil- 
Jas under Zabtah Khan, arrived near Dhely, and Shaw Aulum, 


when too late, repented of his negleét of Nujeef Khan; who 


was now requefted to endeavour to fave the city. -Negotiation 
was in vain, as the enemy demanded the controul of the eme 
Pperor’s perfon and the garrifon of the palace. Nujeef Khan re- 

t : folved 
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folved to oppofe them. Of the royal troopsithere only «remained 
the two regular battalions of fepoys difciplined Bye theslmgisiy: 
and two. others armed with mufquets. Nujeef Kham hada body 
of fiye thoufand -horfe, and. a {mall party of French, whol 
lately. quitted- the’ fervice of the Jauts. With this force, bat ai 
fapplied with ammunition, he marched: out of the city, and took 
poft at about two miles diftant from it, having the river Jumma 
on his left, and on his right the old citadel) lis rear was de> 
fended by the: artillery of the city walls. The Mibaratras made 
a general attack, almoft as foon as he had formed his imeyamd 
were: repulfed with lof; but Nujeef Khan impradently puctaaag 
the enemy, :was»drawn from his advantageous pofition, when they 
ralliedy and furrounded:-him with fo fuperior 2 bedy of cawaley, 
asi turned” the fortune of the day. Nujecf Khan cfaped wat 
great difficulty, after the lofs-of feveral of bis belt ciscers aaa 
near relation, to the two difciplined battalions, waolacaiy ioaa 
their-ground. The Prench had rathly quited ther pelt = par— 
fuit, and, after: much» lofs;=with the: create’ Githioukty comet & 
fhelter under the walls of the old citadel. The txa bamuiiem 
faftained repeated charges till night, when the eaemy reneed 5 | 
and Nujéef Khan, grown indifferent to life, wes wit asamp ie | 
his friends: carried into Dhely.. ‘He had-attempted deveeal = | 
to ruff fingly on the enemy and court hs dah. hws Ge | 
that this defeat was owing to the treachery of Hethem ad Dew : 
lah, who had allowed the Mbarattas to pei unmolefied uni | 
the walls of the: city,” in the rear of Nujeef Khao. ip Goa | 
that the minifter was not difpleafed at the Tele Rivaaeais | 





The emperor,was now obliged to throw hinvelf em che waecy 
of his: enémies. After fome days {pent in negotiation, the Mike 
rattas en¢amped nearer the city, and their chic, Baas and 
Holkar, with Zabtah Khan, eftorted by @ large body of SOS 
made a triumphant entry into the palace, © wm BS _— 
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Mharattas, The. unhappy monarch now experienced, not onl 
lofs of territory, but perfonal indignity from his own troo q 
who, expelled from the diftri@s on which they had affiens 
ments for their pay, crowded to Dhely, and began to be cla- 
morous for their arrears. The emperor had expended. his ready 
money on the Mbharattas, the caufers of his diftres. The 
minifter, Hufham ad Dowlah, inftead of attempting | meafures 
to alleviate the fufferings of his matter, endeavoured to turn 
them to his own advantage, by making them the inftrument 
of ruining Nujeef*Khan, of whofe growing fayour at court he 
was become jealous. The royal troops were moftly difbanded, 
on pretence that there was no money to pay them, and Nu- 
jeef Khan’s corps among the reft. The Mharattas were pri- 
vately invited by the minifter to Dhely. Nujeef Khan, how- 
ever, was fo beloved by his people, who regarded him as. of 
fortunate aufpices, that they would not leave him, trufting to 
happier times for a reward; and many of the chiefs difmiffed 
by the minifter embraced his fortunes. Nujeef Khan in vain 
endeavoured to perfuade the emperor to difburfe money from 
his privy purfe, and levy troops to prevent the Mbharattas from 
entering Dhely, as the only means to avert his ruin; but Shaw 
Aulum, having fo recently experienced treachery, would not 
confide in him, and refolved to traft to chance for the decifion 
of his fate. He was at the fame time inclined to hope, from 
the perfuafions of Hutham ad Dowlah, that the march of the 
Mharattas was not with offenfive defigns to the royal power. 


At length, the Mharatta army, with the Jauts and Rohil- 
las under Zabtah Khan, arrived near Dhely, and Shaw Aulum, 
when too late, repented of his neglect of Nujeef Khan; who 
was now requefted to endeavour to fave the city. Negotiation 
was in vain, as the enemy demanded the controul of the em- 
peror’s perfon and the garrifon of the palace. Nujeef Khan re= 
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folyed to oppofe them. Of the royal troops there only remained 
the two regular battalions of fepoys difciplined bys the Englith, 
and two others armed with mufquets. Nujeef Kham hada body 
of fiye thoufand -horfe, and a {mall party of French, who. had 
lately quitted the fervice of the Jauts. With this force, but il 
fupplied with ammunition, he marched: out of the city, and took 
poft at about two miles diftant from it, having the river Jumna 
on his left, and on his right the old citadel’ His rear was de. 
fended by the artillery of the city walls, ‘The Mharattas’ made 
a general attack, almoft as foon as: he had formed his line;~and 
were: repulfed with lofs; but Nujeef Khan impradently purfuing 
the enemy, wasdrawn from his advantageous pofition, when they 
rallied, and furrounded: him with fo fuperior a body. of cavalry, 
as’ turned’ the fortune of the day. Nujeef Khan efcaped with 
great difficulty, after the lofs: off feveral of his beft officers and’ a 
near relation, to the two difciplined battalions, who nobly ftood 
their ground. The French had rathly quitted their poft in”pur- 
(uit, and, after much» lofs,-with the° greateft difficulty attained a 
(helter under the walls of the old citadel. ‘The two battalions 
faftained repeated charges till night, when the enemy retired ; 
and Nujéef Khan, grown indifferent to: life, was with force, by 
his friends carried into Dhely. He had: attempted feveral times 
to ruff fingly on the enemy and court his death. It was faid, 
that this defeat was owing to the treachery of Hufham ad Dow- 
lah, who had allowed the Mharattas to pats unmolefted under 
the walls of the city, in the rear of Nujeef Khan. Tt is certain 
that the minifter was not difpleafed at the lof of his rival, 


as now obliged to throw himéelf on . ab 
i er { ays fj i jation, the Mha- 
of his enémies. After fome days {pent in negotia » the 
rattas encamped nearer the city, and their chiefs, Biflajee and 
Holkar, with Zabtah Khan, efcorted by a large body of troops, 


i i lace, to vifit his majefty. 
made a triumphant entry into the palace, sa 


The emperor .w 
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They advanced upon their elephants to the gate of the public 
hall of audience, a privilege allowed only to the imperial fa- 
mily. Their followers filled the various courts of the palace. 
They even attempted to penetrate the female apartments, and 
were prevented only by the intricate windings of the paflages from 
molefting the women, and adding the worft difgrace to fallen 
royalty. At the gate of the hall of audience the chiefs con- 
defcended to alight, and to make the cuftomary obeifances ; but 
the unfortunate emperor was obliged, at the fame time, to de- 
fcend from his throne, and fit ona fimall carpet to receive them. 
Biffajee and Holkar, after fome interval, helped him to re-af- 
cend his throne; which he may be faid now to have received 
from their hands. The whole of the interview paffed in the moft 
humiliating condefcenfions of the emperor, and the greateft in- 
folence on the part of the Mharattas. 


After this vifit, Hufham ad Dowlah having laid the blame of 
refiftance on Nujeef Khan, and divided a lack of rupees between 
the two Mharatta chiefs, they, for this trifling fum, agreed to ex- 
pel his rival from Dhely. A meflage in the royal name was fent 
to Nujeef Khan, commanding him to pay money received on the 
emperor's account, during the laft campaign in Rohilcund. Nu- 
jeef Khan alleged truly, that he had expended the fum demanded, 
about * eighty thoufand rupees, on his troops; but his plea was 
not accepted, and he was threatened with force. By pledging 
fome jewels, plate, and the contributions of friends; he made 
fhift to raife the money, which he paid; but his danger did not 
end here. He was peremptorily commanded to quit the city, and 
threatened with force if he did not comply. 


Nojeef 


* Ten thoufand pounds. 
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Nujeef Khan was now reduced to the Jaft extremity. 
faw that nothing but his deftruction would fatisfy. the: munilter, 
and was without money for his daily fupport ; but courage, in 
fuch diftrefs, did not forfake him or his friends. They ¢o: -éed 
their women and children into the quarter furrounding his mae 
refolving, if forced, to fave their honour, by putting them to 
death, and then feck their own by rufhing on the enemy. Bar- 
ricadoes were formed at the different avenues, defended by artil- 
lery. The quarter was’ furrounded by the minifter’s troops ; who, 
however, were too cowardly to make an attack. Hufham ad 
Dowlah had then recourfe to the Mbarattas; but they refufed 
fending. troops into the city, left it fhould occafion a general 
maflacre and pillage. Upon this refufal, the minifter obtained 
from the emperor, (who was inexcufable in granting it,) a letter, 
written in his own hand, begging their affiftance, He A 
gallant behaviour of Nujeef Khan having railed fentimen > of 
admiration. and compaffion in the breaft of their chiefs. Holkar 
difpatched:toshim his nephew, with folemn affurances of fafety and 
protection, if he would quit Dhely and come to. his ria Nog 
Khan accepted his offer ; but firft refolved to obtain, po m ey 
the emperor's difmiffion from his own mouth. His progrefs to 


2 ; : , q 
Sed with a folemnity, which evidently prove 
2 ena eR Hlowers bore him. He was mounted 


the love and reverence his fo a es Bice tat a 


on horfeback, and proceeded flo : 

by his dependants to the number of fome thoufands, on foot, wah 

drawn fabres, and loaded pieces, exclaiming at intervals, ere y 

to the Perfian cuftom at the great mourning Se RE ane ary 
i i t « Ya Houffein, Ya Ho y 

of the maflacre of their Imaums, G 

with doleful cries. On his arrival at the gate of the palace, he 


i ; it was re= 
fent a requeft for an interview with the emperor 3 it ie ie 
fafed; nor indeed would it have been prudent a a cae 
in the prefent difpofition of the injured chief an 


i manner to the 
From the palace he marched in the fame folemn a4 
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Mharatta camp, where he was politely received by Holkar, who, 
on hearing that he had not eaten for fome time for want of ne- 
ceffaries, fupplied him with a fum of money. After fome con= 
verfation, Nujeef Khan returned to the city ; from whence, after 
three days, he departed, with his family and followers, and was 
received into the fervice of Holkar, at a falary of * fix thoufand 
tupees a day for himfelf and his corps. 


The Mharattas, now obliged the emperor to confer on Zabtah 
Khan the rank of ameer al amra, and to reftore him the grant 
of almoft all the diftri€ts, of which he had only a few months 
before been deprived by their affiftance. The Jauts were alfo 
reinftated in their poffeffions, and the Mharattas took to them{elves 
an extenfive and fertile tract, lying between the Ganges and Jum- 
na rivers; fo that Shaw Aulum was left almoft deftitute of re- 
venue. He was alfo forced to make prefents, and affign over by 
grant the provinces of Aleabad and: Korah to his rapacious allies ; 
which, however, they dared not at prefent attempt to occupy, 
through fear of the Englifh, who fupported the royal governor, 
Moneer ad Dowlah. 


The Mharattas having plundered Dhely, marched into Rohil- 
cund ; but their progrefs was interrupted by the arrival of Shujah 
ad Dowlah and an Englifh brigade to the afliftance of the Ro- 
hillas. After plundering the northern parts, on the appearance of 
the allied army, they retreated acrofs the Ganges, from the bank 
of which they fired afew fhot on the Englith line; but their 
cannon being foon difmounted by the enemy’s fire, they retreated 
towards the Jumna, and fhortly after returned to Dekkan, where 
fome diffentions in their own government called for the prefence 
of their chiefs. It is probable, that they had long before refolyed 

on 


* Six hundred pounds fterling and upwards, 
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on a retreat to their own country, and that the neceffity of it 
haftened their treacherous condué to the emperor; being willing ; 
to obtain what they could, from the territories whieh they were 
obliged to quit. eat 

Nujeef Khan had, on the near approach of the allied army, 
taken the opportunity of quitting the fervice of Holkar, the Mha- 
ratta chief, and joining Shujah ad Dowlah, who received him with 
great kindnefs, appointed him his deputy inv the office of Vizier, 
and fent him back to Dhely, with the moff earneft recommenda 
tions to the emperor to employ him in the room of Hufham ad 
Dowlah ; and this advice was alfo feconded by Sir Robert Barker, 
The vizier now returned into his own dominions, where the Eng- 
lith army alfo cantoned. 


Nujeef Khan, on his arrival at Dhely, was received with the 
warmeit careffes by the emperor, now much difgufted with and 
weary of the conduct of his minifter, who had not only occa- 
fioned his fufferings from the Mbharattas, but had alfo broken 
his promife of redeeming fome valuable jewels, which had been 
intrufted to him to pledge during his neceflities. Nujeef Khan 
offered not only to redeem the jewels, but to pay the arrears of 
the royal troops, grown mutinous, if he would deliver the mini- 
fter into his hands. Shaw Aulum affented; and the fallen fa- 
vourite being feized, his effects were confifeated, to the amount 
of * ten lacks of rupees, little more than a fifth part of which, 
however, was paid to the emperor, the reft being withheld by 


Nujeef Khan. 


Hufham ad Dowlah had rifen to power from a menial fitua- 
tion; not by merit or diftinguithed abilities, but by making infa- 
Vor. I. Kk _ mous 


@ One hundred thovfand pounds, 
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mous ufe of his mafter’s foibles, in procuring beautiful women 
for his pleafures. He was without education, and unable to read 
or write. His infolence in office was difgufting to all. During 
his adminiftration he was feared and detefted ; and his fall was rea 
joiced at by all ranks. He remained in clofe confinement nearly 
two years, when Nujeef Khan not only tet him at liberty, but 
allotted him a liberal penfion for his fupport in private life ; in 
which he has fince remained undiftinguifhed. 


Nujeef Khan was now appointed fecond bukhthi, and, at his 
recommendation, Abdulahud Khan, his friend, third, whom he left 
to manage affairs with the emperor, while he himfelf engaged 
in an expedition againft the Jauts, over whom he was facce(sful 
in a general action. His army confifted of three of the royal bat- 
talions, three thouiand Rohilla irregular infantry, and about eight 
thoufand horfe under various adventurers. It was ftipulated, that 
he fhould retain haif the conquered dittri@ts for the fupport of his 
dignity and troops, and refign the other to the emperor. Shaw 
Aulum now obtained repofle .on of fome diltri¢ts in the vicinity of 
Dhely, and his affairs began to wear a tolerable aipect. 


Shujah ad Dowlah was now advanced to Etawa, from whence 
he had driven the Mharatta garrifon, with a coniiderable army, 
and was waiting the arrival of an Englifh brigade, to proceed on 
an expedition againit the Rohillas, who had failed in their engage- 
ments to pay him forty lacks of rupees for his protection of their 
country the laft year. Here he was vifited by Nujeef Khan, who 
had reduced the city of Agra from the Jauts, and it was agreed, 
that he fhould invade the Rohillas on one fide, while the vizier 
and his allies advanced on the other. ‘This point being fettled, 
Nujeef Khan repaired to Dhely. 


Shujah 
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Shujah ad Dowlah had difpatched his minifter Beruch Khan 
to the capital, in the beginning of February, to negotiate with the 
emperor. ‘The minifter arrived at court with a confderable force 
and a large fum, of money. With the firft he browbeat the royal 
officers, and with the other bribed largely. He propofed to the 
emperor to take the field and join in the attack of the Rohillas; 
on which condition, the vizier promifed to pay down immediately 
*'two lacks of rupees for the expenfe of preparation, » ten thoufand 
rupees every marching day, and < five thoufand each halting day. 
He agreed alfo to refign half the conquered country to the royal 
difpofal, when he fhould have paid his engagements with the 
Englith for their ailiftance. 


The emperor at firft gave his affent; but his inclinations were 
againft aggrandizing his vizier at the expenfe of the Rohillas, 
whom, it is faid, he informed of the defigns againft them.” He 
was, however, prevailed upon to” march a fhort diftance, and 
croffing the Jumna, encamped at Shawdirruk, on the eaftern bank, 
pretending to join Shujah ad Dowlah, who was now advanced to 
Cofly Gunge, within an hundred miles of Dhely. Upon. his en- 
tering the camp, he received the two lacks of Tupees ftipulated, 
and alfo * feventy five thoufand during his thort ftay in the field ; 
but fuddenly feigning fevere illnefs, he returned to the palace, and 
his farther march was laid afide. Eerach Khan, however, by his 
money, threats, and promifes, though he could not draw the em- 
peror to join in the campaign, obtained grants for the vizier of all 
the Rohilla country, Kinnoje, and Etawa ; alfo of the provinces 
of Korah and Aleabad, of which he had already received! poffef= 

Kka2 fion 


* Twenty thoufand pounds. 

> One thoufand pounds. 

« Five hundred pounds. . 

* Seven thoufand five hundred pounds. 
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fion from the Englith; who, as they had in fa procured them 
for Shaw Aulum, thought themfelves entitled to difpofe of them 
again, when he had refigned his claim to the Mharattas. The 
emperor alfo, by an inftrument in his own hand. writing, confti- 
tuted Shujah ad Dowlah fole arbiter and direétor of all the royal 
interefts and concerns without exception, even to the remiflion of 
the tribute of Bengal. For thefe conceflions, important as they 


_ were, Shaw Aulum received only about “three lacks and a half 


of rupees, and a promife from the vizier upon oath, of half the 
territory of the Rohillas, or an equivalent in the * Doaub, more 


adjacent to the capital; but this condition was never performed, 
though fo folemnly made. ; 


Eeruch Khan alfo prevailed on the em 
Khan the farm of the revenues of Mheerut, then in pofleflion of 
the Mharattas, who were now expelled from it and all the weftern 
provinces, except a fall terrifory in Ajmere. The vizier obtained 


péror to give Zabtah 


ft, againit 
iS own contrymen the Rohillas. 


During this negotiation, Nujeef Khan arrived at Dhely from 
h, and was at firft received with great 
coolnefs, not undefervedly, for he had neglected the performance 
of his engagements to refign to the emperor half the conquefts 
from the Jauts, and had refufed to admit a royal officer into the 
command of the citadel of Agra, whichihe had promifed to do 
when joined by the emperor’s battalions; but as Shaw Aulum 
could not punith his difrefpeét, he was feemingly reconciled to 
him, on Nujeef Khan’s making new proteftations of loyalty. The 
imperial troops, however, were no lon 


ger allowed to act under 

his orders. 
f Towards 
a Thirty five thoufand pounds, = 


» Country between the rivers Ganges and Jumna, 
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Towards the end of April 1774, Nojeef Kham marched om 
Dhely to join Shujah ad Dowlah ; wi 
had defeated the Rohillas in a g 
Hafiz Rhamut, the leading chief bei § — 
efuge to the hills, leaving their country an cafy prey co Ge Wi 
ie took poffeffion of “i Rohilcund, except the a of 
Rampore, which were granted im jaghime <6 Fyzoollats ae 
at the mediation of the Englifh, upon hs fabauttiom od P 
vizier. Zabtah Khan alfo joined Shujah 2a Dowises agi as = 
greatly in arrear to the royal treafury Te =" . 



















country, Shaw Aulum, in his 
expelled his collectors from Mbhe 
out oppofition. 


The emperor's affairs, though & fom bait, sant ot 
the addition of territory takes fom Zebu a —= 
comfortable afpect; and had he joined Shajah Down, 
probable he would haye ob’ a 
he was diverted from it by the ating 
who feared his own influence wo 





izi nor was tis the St Se et 
confequence of the vizier: nor was = 


ifici 2 its ae 
Shaw Aulum fuffered by facrificing © the iiiimenit 
favourite. 


i red of him 
Nujeef Khan, after performing = was =e = 
in the Rohilla war, returned to Dhe ae ae 
troops lent him by Shujah ad Dowlah, w pr — : 
his advancement, and, it is faid, recomment a Sg ca | 
Abdulahud Khan from the snp ae nine a —_ 
againft him, was on his guard, age 
ae Ke citadel ; till at length Nujeef Khan finding 


ite, and his 
Aulum much averfe to the removal of the favouri 


; . — he 
march from Dhely on his own affairs becoming urgent, 
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affented to his T emaining in office, ani ; min reco: 
: da fee ili 
1 ncilia 


Not Jong after this, Shaw Aulum received an 
Caufim Alee Khan, the fugitive navob of Bengal, ii a 
come from Jeypore to the neighbourhood of Dhely, of ane 
lacks of ‘Tupees for the office held by Abdulahud Khan; but 
that minifter, having intelligence of his fchemes, irocured . 
order to force him from the royal domains. It is fufpec 4 
that the emperor would have accepted the propofal, ait ms 
have done it without danger; but it is certain, that he ftronol 
denied having liftened to it, and laid the blame upon fome. of 
his fervants, who were immediately difmiffed, at the requeft of 
Abdulahud Khan. Caufim Alee died fhortly after, at an obfcure 
village near Dhely, unpitied even by his own family, for not even 
misfortune could foften the cruelty of his mind. He had been 
accompanied in his flight by feveral faithful dependants; but 
they were almoft all in the end obliged to abandon him, his 
caufelefs jealoufy of their fincerity expofing them to conftant 
perfonal danger. Upon his efcape from Shujah ad Dowlah at 
the battle of Buxar, he firft retired into the Rohilla country. 
where he found a comfortable afylum ; but his intrigues coat 
dering him difagreeable to the chief under whofe protection he 
refided, he was obliged to leave it, and took fhelter with the 
rana of Ghoed. After fome years refidence in his country, he 
proceeded to * Jodepore, and from thence came to try Tis ritis 
tune in the fervice of the emperor, in which he met with the dif- 
appointment related. Caufim Alee Khan certainly poffeffed abilities, 
He would have been a ferviceable minifter to a prince within 
the line of finance; but for a fovereign ftation he was unfit 
being cruel, meanly fufpicious, and pufillanimous. In his ror 
perity, he forgot the friends who had given it him; and in his 
adverfe fortune, he illufed thofe who fhared it with him. The 
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® Capital of the Marwar Rajathip, Beliths 
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Englith, deceived by his elegance of manners, which he pofleffed 
in a very eminent degree, and convinced of ‘hisefieillian the 
finances of Bengal, (which province and its dependancies had 
fallén to- their difpofal, by the chance of war and inability of 
Meer Jaffier,) chofe him for his fucceflor; and from that ine 
flant he became their enemy, and impatient to cut off the 
hands which had exalted him. His jealoufy of the Englith was 
not that of a great mind, which cannot bear an equal, but of 
a low cunning, feeling itfelf incapable of returning confidence 
for confidence, and therefore defirous of burying obligation in 
the deftruétion of his patrons. Had this not been the cafe, he 
would haye relied on the promifes of Mr. Vanfittart, whofe 
nobility of fengiment and liberality of heart were fully known: 
to him, for the arrangement of connection between him and 
the Englith: but the wickednefS of his own mind made him 
fufpect others, and he fell defervedly from his high {tation.* 


Sumroo, the bloody agent of Caufim Alee’s 


About this time, 
Jauts, came to 


cruelty at Patna, having left the fervice of the 
Dhely, and was entertained by the minifter; but at the ex- 
piration of four months, Abdulahud Khan, fearful of exciting 
the refentment of the Englith, difcharged him, and he was im- 
mediately retained by Nujeef Khan, though he had fia 
{trated to the emperor on the impropriety of his accepting his 
fervices. 

n this place to mention fome 
1 name was Walter Reinehard, 
n the Electorate of Treves. 
Idier into the fervice of the 
Summer, which his com- 


It may not be improper i 
particulars of Sumroo. His real m 
and he was of obfcure parentage ! 
He entered early as a common {o 
French, taking for his Nom de Guerre, os 
rades, from his faturnine complexion, turned ie te} < ae 
the Indians, by corruption, Sumroo. At length he oe <i 


> For Caufim Alee’s hiftory; vide Tranfactions of Bengal, inthis volume. 
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Bengal, and enlifted into one of th ‘fuer 
‘e ; € Swifs companies 
PI ve ec a at the end of Bei ice ae 
2 ae andernagore, where he became a ferjeant 
aA ee sate poft, he fled into the upper provinces, ae Was 
Parke ss f a trooper in the cavalry’ of Suffder Take, 
aa ue a Dowlah. This fervice he quitted, and led 
ni hi < in different provinces; but in 1760 was wi 
rebel fojedaur of Purnea. Upon his being expelled “a 
5 : t ; of G 
Re eae neh. favour a Caufim Alee, cays 
oorgeen Khan. From hi 
ig of a battalion of fepoys, and es. tam 
habs ey . git the addition of another. Ingthis ftation _ 
mae ntti ee captives at Patna. Some time previ 
: of Buxar, he treacheroufly deferted Ca ss ie 
with his corps, and embraced the fervice of Shujah hc i 
rig had gained him over by bribes. Upon his cheat ae 
Psy tae snirulie with the protection of the Beguiths, bea 
a raat fae eect made peace with the Englith; 
“ : 
and entered into the pay of the Fone eae ne a am 
auites him for the fervice of the raja of Jeypore oe r( 2 
ara him a a remonftrance from the Englith er: 
ee oR ree the Jants; quitted them once more, ad 
oe ae a whence, as related, he followed the for- 
Te ie ‘ an, in whofe fervice he died. Such are the 
Pa ens idian’ of _this man, who had fome merit as a 
ae - y obfcured by a treacherous and blood-thirity 
| 7 4 OFps was continued after his death, in the 
s fon and a favourite concubine, who received for 


their maintenance the f : 
eae um of eg five thoufand rupees per 


* Six thoufand five hundred pounds, Powards, 
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Towards the latter end of the year 1774, Zabtah Khan, at 
the recommendation of Shujah ad Dowlah, who iad deprived 
him of his territories eaft of the Ganges, notwithftanding his 
profeffions of friendthip before the defeat of the Rohillas, was, 
to make fome amends for the difappointment, called to Dhely, 
and reftored to his farm of Mbeerut and other diftrits, ‘on 
condition of paying a revenue of nine lacks of rupees to the 


royal treafury. 


In the month of January 1775, died the vizier Shujah ad 
Dowlah, in the midi of his viétories and higheft profperity. 
He had planned the extenfion of his dominions over all the 
territory ufurpeéd by the Mharattas in the provinces of Malwa, 
Agra, and Bondelcund; and, had he lived a few years longer, 
there is little doubt, but that with the affiftance of the Englifh, 
Jd have confined the Poonah government to their pof- 
da river; which would have been a 
of the Mahummedans in Hin- 
his life he was vain, and ad- 
he too much negleéted public 
¢ his dominions after the battle 
had been to him a fervice- 
by bringing forth the better qualities of his mind 
As a prince, he was wife, and dignified in cha- 
humane and generous. In a 
a fplendid object too gene- 


however treacherous, and in 


he wou 
feffions fouth of the Nerbud 
bleffing to the diftraéted empire 
dooftan. In the early part of 
dicted to pleafure, for which 
bufinefS; but on the recovery © 
of Buxar, he fhewed that adverfity 
able tutorefs, 
into action. 
racter; as a pri 
fituation, where the attainment of 


iate $ {uit 
rally palliates the means of purfuit, 
a country where arts, common to all, are unhappily neceflary 


for felf-defence, his policy was lefs marked with blood ein 
that of moft princes who are efteemed in Hr cca 
ferving general applaufe. By his own fubjects he _ ! 
beloved; and even the fons of Hafiz Rhamut, whofe country he 


fel i . Had he been placed among 2 
ae ee wept at his a ; a a 


vate man, affable, 
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virtuous people, he might have been a virtuous prince; and 
among thofe he was obliged to govern and contend with, he 
was eminently fuperior in every good quality.* 

Shujah ad Dowlah was fucceeded in territory by his eldeft 
fon, Afoph ad Dowlah; and upon his prefenting a pethcuth, 
or offering, and fending a general with five thoufand men and 


fome artillery to attend the emperor, was invefted alfo with 
the office of vizier, 


. The troops fent by Afoph ad Dowlah reached Dhely at a 
time, important even to the perfonal fafety of Shaw Aulum, 
the royal army having been juft defeated by Zabtah Khan, who 
had refufed paying the revenues of the diftriéts of which he 
had the collection, and taken up arms to fupport his difobe- 
dience. The arrival of the vizier’s troops alone prevented him 
from becoming mafter of Dhely and the fate of his fovereign. 
Zabtah Khan, however, by the mediation of Luttafut, Afoph ad 
Dowlah’s general, who was bribed largely on the occafion, 
was again pardoned, his arrears remitted, and re-appointed to 


the trufts he had betrayed, Shaw Aulum having not refolution 
or power to refufe his affent. 


This year the emperor, affifted by Nujeef Khan, who had 
completed his conquefts over the Jauts, marched once more 
againft Zabtah Khan, who had again rebelled. The greateft part 
of his country was taken, but little advantage accrued to Shaw 
Aulum, moft of the recovered diftri&ts being given by the general 
as fecurities for pay to the chiefs of different corps. The em- 
-peror kept the field from April to December; when, weary of 
being led as a pageant by Nujeef Khan, who only ufed his 


authority 


* An account of Shujah ad Dowlah’s warfare with the Englith is given in 
the hiftory of Bengal, in this volume. 
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authority to aggrandize himfelf, he returned in difguit to Dhely, 
and Nujeef Khan repaired to Agra, of which province he was 
now matter, and kept up only a nominal allegiance to his 
foyereign. ’ 


No remarkable event occurred in the emperor’s concerns till As 
the conclufion of the rains this year; when fome propofals 
being made by a Raajepoote chief, then at war with Nujeef 
Khan, the minifter, *Mujd ad Dowlah, thinking them fer 
able to his views of humbling the latter, perfuaded Shaw Aulum 
to take the field, under a pretence of a pilgrimage to tei 
to cover the real object of the expedition from ee - 
The emperor, accordingly, moved by flow marches to nah 
about fifty cofs from Dhely, which he ee es fi 
of the year. By this time, the raja, to affitt ee ee 
paign was made, being taken prifoner, Mujd ad i: ee 
ing his object, employed the royal force to ae Keiie 
of his deftruétion with Nujeef Khan. _ Sever a 
he minifter now thought ferioufly of lea g 
and exacting a tribute from the raja 4 

in the route. Nujeef Khan was fummoned ae 
eae ftandard, though, probably, his prefence was i 
as ara D iti In January 1779» the royal army 
pin a eee he minor raja, lately acceded to the 
anved a sa ie cle, was fummoned to attend 

(i by the death of his uncle, ae 
ee he regent was embarafled how to ; 
a aa minifter, who had taken many ci hg 
his enemies, into pay; nor did we a 
by difrefpect. In this dilemma, : iS oe 
Khan, who willingly gave tt him, ig 

Ei 


tages 
were feized, and t 
his mafter to Ajmere, 


the emperor. 
chufing to truft the 
Raajepoote chiefs, 
exa{perate the emperor : 
the patronage of Nujee » tiie 


* Abdulahud a o had received this fignifyin, Exalter of the 
Khan, whi is title, fig! fy Tr 
A 1 > 


faint. 
i his city is the tomb of a celebrated Mahummedan 
At this 
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defirous of depriving Mujd ad Dowlah of the credit and 
Sout of an influence in Jeypore, on which he ae <. 
is own. The minifter was amufed, by promi 
regent of coming to an interview, oe ss Fs 
royal camp, when the raja declared his wifhes of se h ; 
only for his mediator with the emperor. Mujd ad Dawlish 
dared not refufe, as Nujeef Khan was fuperior in force ; _ 
Shaw Aulum confented from the fame caufe. Eight a £ 
rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two onl er 
paid to the royal treafury ; but Nujeef Khan obtained ha ‘h 
larger fam, befides the advantage which the credit of his fu 
petiority over Mujd ad Dowlah gave him in the eyes of iis 
Raajepootes, “Nor was this all; the diftricts taken by the ro al 
army being refigned to him and his friends, for which he 
up a tract near Dhely, lefs convenient and beneficial me _ 
government. At his requeft, the pilgrimage was laid afide i 
the emperor returned to his capital after a tirefome Cimpngt 
iene only ferved to bring frefh infults on his agit, 
Nae ae A hs of a ad Dowlah and the ingratitude of 
Zz The royal army had fearce returned to 

minifter again refolved to take the field, ares t 
emperor to fend with him his fecond fon, the prince * F eer 
Akhter. Great preparations were made, which took up feveral 
months, and excited the attention of the public. vais were 
re reports of his intentions. At one time, it was fuppofed he 
‘had entered into negotiations of alliance with the Mbharattas 
who had defeated the Englifh army from Bombay, and chiedt- 
ened to attack them in Oude and Bengal. At another, it was 
rumoured that the royal army was to be joined by the Siks, 
and to fall on Nujeef Khan for his neglect of the emperor. At 


® Of aufpicious flars. length, 
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length, in the month of June 1779 Majd ad Dowlah wit ‘ 
royal pupil moved from Dhely, and advanced to Panniput, 
fix battalions of fepoys armed in the European ma an 
fiderable train of artillery, fix thoufand horfe, eig 
irregular infantry, and fome bands of mercenary Siks; {0% 
in point of numbers, his army was formidable, and, with com 
du&t on his part, equal to the conquelts of the petty chiefs im 
his route, whom he might chufe to attack. On his march he 
ferzed a zemindar, named Daiffoo Sing, from whom acte 
about two lacks of rupees, and then proceeded towards Puttiala, 
the refidence of Amer Sing, ninety cofs north-weit of Dhek 
who had ufurped a confiderable territory. He was command- 
ed to join the royal army, and pay 2 compenfation for the 
revenue of the country; which at firft he promifed, and a nego- e 
tiation was begun to fettle the fam; but the wily was 
infincere, and only wanted to gain time, till he tho 
ed by the Siks from the province of Lahore, who 
miied to protect him, as his reduction would have expo 
to invafion from the royal army. After fome days, Amer 
Sing, joined by many of his allies, threw off the matk, and 
the ‘Siks in the fervice of the minifter deferted to him, not 
chufing to fight againft their brethren. Mujd ad Dowlah, in- ae 
ftead of acting with refolution, would not try the event of Per= 

fiftance in his demands, but began his retreat towards Panniput 5 

to which place he was followed by Amer Sing and the Siks, 

who haraffed his line of march daily, and plundered his bag- 

gage, but could make no impreflion on the main body of his 
a nat had he aéted vigoroully, @ different fate 


army; 2 proof th 
ded his expedition. 


would have atten : 


retreat of his minifter, and 
Dhely and demand- 
Nujeef Khan, im- 

ploring 


The emperor, alarmed at the t 
dreading the event of the army coming 
ing their arrears of pay, wrote preflingly t0 
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ploring his affiftance, and defiring him to take the adminiftra. 
tion of affairs upon himfelf. Nujeef Khan, who had long wifhed 
for fuch an opportunity of ruining the minifter, and had 
faid, privately negotiated with the Siks and Amer Sing, haften- 
ed to Dhely with his army. Mujd ad Dowlalz, upon his ar- 
rival at the capital, was difgraced and committed to the Cuftody 
of his rival, who confifcated the greateit part of his effects, a 
fhare of which he gave up to the emperor, 


» It is 


From this period till the death of ‘Nujeef Khan, Shaw Aulum 
remained under his controul, a pentioner on his bounty, with- 
out the leaft power of royalty beyond the granting of empty 
titles, and the ratification of the acts of his miniter ; who fo 
abufed his authority, that the wretched emperor frequently wanted 
for conveniences, and the women of the haram, 
confined perfonages of the blood- 
ceflaries of life. 


and numerous 
royal, often the common ne» 


Nujeef Khan was now at the hei 


ght of his power and am- 
bition, poffeffing the fole authority at Dhely, with the greateft 


part of that province, and the very extenfive one of Agra, 
together with that capital. The raja of Jeypore, and feyeral 
other Hindoo princes alfo were his tributaries. Next to the 
vizier, he was the firft officer of the empire, being appointed 
ameer al amra, with the title of *Zoolfeccar ad Dowlah. After 
his arrival at Dhely, he loft the energy of his former charater, 
and indulged in voluptuoufnefs fo much, that it injured his cons 
ftitution ; which he ftrove to repair for the gratification of ap- 
petite, ‘by ftimulating confeétions.. Thefe foon brought on a 
complication of diforders, which put an end to his life on the 


twenty fecond of April, 1782, in the forty ninth year of his 
age, 


Nujecf 
* Sword of the ftate, 
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Nujeef Khan was born in Perfia, of a family faid to b 
related to the Suffewee fovereigns of that empires) andiain hiss 
infancy was, with many of his relations, a prifoner to the 
Nadir Shaw, who kept all the perfonages, any way allied 
the throne, in confinement for his own fecurity. At the re: 
queft of Meerza Mhofun, the brother of Suffder Jung, we Ae 
fent on an embafly to Nadir by Mahummud Shaw, a 2 
invafion of Hindooftan, Nujeef Khan and a be o er : 
than himfelf were releafed. <_ i MN i) 35 

jee an accompanied her an ; 
a SS aa Bee affection by Meerza ee - 
at his death attached himfelf to Mahummud Koollee a : 
eae f Aleabad, who was fhortly after feize an 
fon, the governor © in, Shujahiiads Dea 
put to death by his firft eo: ae Shaw. Aulum in | 
jealous of his ambitious va ae “ os ahs ae 
jnvafion of Bengal, and regar a Fe acher eee ae 
ing been given only in deputation by 


fed to fur- 

Jung, to Mahummud Koollee rei sachet otal 
a ( Juje han, 

eT aes Bene and offered his fervices to the 

co} aly 


yi followers int : Pa 
as a Pitas. then at war with te 
ae ment. When Meer Caufim 

him great encouraget 


ut himfelf 
Shuj d Dowlah Nujeef Khan, not oul ie Z ae 
Mire. f he latter, repaired to Bondelcund, wo 
a“ es Fs of the chiefs of that — oe le 
Pit. ie h ad Dowlah, after the battle 0 be fs aa 
flight ay Shuja ‘ ! the Englifh, reprefenting himfell ve, — 
1 rare come RR Aleabad, was re Bi ae 
ful lord of ‘ oF even put into potteftion 4 fe ee. 
fa -as concluded with the vizier, ie sine a 
i Eoiichood of his claim, fet it es . 
ttaceena with a penfion of two lacks o' 
a 


fe was greater _ 
ompente was 
mendations to the emperor. The recomp a 
recom 
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_ than his merits with the Englih, as ‘he had kept up a corref. 


pondence with Shujah ad Dowlah, whom he would have joined, 
had he -been fuccefsful in the battle of Korah. From Aleabad 
he accompanied Shaw Aulum to Dhely, where the various turns 


of his fortune have been already related in the preceding pages. 


_Nujeef Khan poffefled great perfonal courage, and a forti- 
tude and prefence of mind not to be overcome by the greateft 
diftrefs, or the moft fudden misfortune. His affability of man- 
ners was fuch, as to charm even hunger to be patient in his 
fervice, and overcome the mutinous refolutions of his troops, 
often driven to extreme neceflity for want of regular pay. He 
was once, after the reduction of a capital fortrefs from the 
Jauts, (from which his army had hoped to receive the advan- 
tage of a liquidation of their long arrears) feized upon by the 
troops, menaced with death, and expofed bare-headed for a 


~ whole day to the fun, in the hotteft feafon of Hindooftan; a 


moft fevere punifhment. But this, and the apprehenfions of 
immediate death, did not move the calmnefs of his mind. He 
foothed the moft morofe of the mutineers with his eloquence, 
and diverted them from their purpofe by his humourous re- 
marks upon his own fituation and their conduc; till, at length, 
they were contented with a part of their demands, and con- 
tinued to ferve him in hopes of better times. It is faid, that 
no perfon ever went away diflatisfied from Nujeef Khan, who, 
if he could not grant a requeft, would convince the petitioner of 
his forrow at his being obliged to refufe it. His expenfes always 
exceeded his income, and this obliged him to mortgage his 
revenues in aflignment to the officers of his army for pay; fo 


‘that his country was never completely fettled under his, own 


controul, but always paffing from one chief to another, who 
made his own ftatement with the farmers. As he never refufed 


_ offers of fervice from any military adventurers, this evil con- 


tinually 


me 
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tinually encreafed, and he did not live long | 
conquefts to correét the abufe by a fettled form 
and a reduction of force adequate to his finances. 
bable, had Nujecf Khan been placed at the head of 
lithed goverment, he would have been an amiable and gre 
prince; and in the fituation he filled, his character draws < 
miration,? when his difadvantages are liberally confidered. 


Upon the death of Nujeef Khan, the illcon 
his government foon fell to pieces ~from the diffen 
adherents; while Shaw Aulum, as ufual, fanétified from 
fity the actions of- the fuccefsful party. Affrafianb Khan, an 
adopted fon of the deceafed, was firft appointed ameer al ama, 
and, at his requeft, Mujd ad Dowlah releafed fro! sonfin 
but his power did not laft long, Nujeef n's fit 
great influence with the army, being difgutted at h D : 
invited Meerza Shuffee Khan, a near relation of her» ) 
Dhely, and offered him the infant ee _ ree 

in marriage; alfo, to procure for rom. the 
Pa ied cateixteation of affairs, and the honours of Nujeef Khan, 


ee 
Meerza Shuffee, who was then on an expedition agin the 
Siks to the northward of the capital, Feadily embraced the Begum’s 
invitation, and repaired to court 5 which wee 
on his approach, leaving Mujd ad Dowlah ee 
Khan to oppofe him. Tt would appear that ai -- Z 
unwilling to grant Meerza Shuffee the adminittraty 


Vor. Il. Mn 





ng the delays of payment to his 


4 Nujeef Khan, in palliati " 
obliged iS make eae not confiftent with (oe ony iY 

i i i the camp; 4 
him he had met fifty carriages coming to campy Wiha ane 
cate faid Nujeef Khan. Lies ‘for your sa - a poi 
officer. A poor fupply, indeed, replied Nujeef Khan 5 fearee equal 

ibarfement of a fingle day. : 

: >» Alfo an adopted fon of Nujeef Khan's. 


274 


AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS, 


for he did not admit him to the prefence till he had feized 


‘the two chiefs above-mentioned, when, unable to refufe his 


demands, he appointed him ameer al amra. 


Meerza Shuffee having thus forced himfelf intovoftice, treated 
Shaw Aulum with little refpect; and the opprefled monarch, 
weary of the indignities daily offered him, made an attempt to 
free himfelf from his controul, and reftore Affrafiaub Khan. 
Monfieur Pawly, who commanded Sumroo’s battalions, and Lut- 
tafut, a eunuch, at the head of a confiderable body of fepoys, 
with other chiefs, were drawn over from the intereft of Meerza 


Shuffee by Mahummud Yacoob Khan, the emperor's confidant. 


They affembled fuddenly under arms at the palace, where Shaw 
Aulum putting himfelf at their head, marched towards the re- 
fidence of Meerza Shuffee, intending to feize his perfon, The 
ameer al amra endeavoured to draw out his followers, but they 
refufed to aét, and he with difficulty made his efcape from the 
city. Shaw Aulum, fatisfied with his expulfion, declined purfu- 
ing the fugitive; though his eldeft fon, the prince Jehaundar 
Shaw, reprefented juftly, that unlefs his perfon and that of the 
Begum were fecured, and their wealth feized, the royal inten- 
tions would be left uncompleted, as Meerza Shuffee would be 
joined by his troops when: recovered from the panic which the 
faddennefs of this attempt had infpired. To account for the 
inaction of the emperor at this crifis, is impoflible. It can only 
be fuppofed, that he dreaded treachery from the chiefs who 
had advifed him to expel the minifter. 


Meerza Shuffee, as had been foretold by the prince, was 
rejoined by moft of the troops, and affifted by Mahummud 
Beg Hammadaunee, a powerful chief of the late Nujeef Khan, 
returned towards Dhely, refolved to force the emperor to reftore 
‘him to office. 


Monfieur 
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Monfieur Pawly and Luttafut, upon intelligence of this junc= 
tion, prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to encamp at Khizzetabad, a 
fhort diftance from Dhely, intending to make a ftan 
the enemy; but Meerza Shutfee offering to make concefl 
to his majefty, a negotiation commenced, and Pawly and 
tafut were invited to a meeting with the rebels, in order to 
fettle the terms of their fubmiffion to the emperor, but in fact 
of his to them. e “he 


The prince Jehaundar Shaw now again cautioned his fa 
againft making terms with the rebels; but in vain. In his nare 
rative, given by himfelf to Mr. Haftings, he fays; “ I ftom 
« loyalty obferved, that in fuch quarrels there was no room 
“ for peace; that the force with ‘his majelty was) more 
«equal to crufh them.” - = ge 

Pawly and Luttafut declined following the advice of th 
prince, accepted the invitation of Meerza Shuffee Khan, and, 
upon entering his camp, were taken prifoners. The — was 
put to death, and the latter punifhed by the lofs of | eyes * 
Meerza Shuffee now exaéted what demands he pleafed from. 
Shaw Aulum, who re-appointed him ameer al amra, and, at his 
recommendation, Mujd ad Dowlah, who had found me to 
make his peace, was once more reftored to his office of *dewan 


of the khalfeh. 





za Shuffee, leaving Mujd 


Soon after this commotion, Meer’ ! 
ad Dowlah to ad for him with the emperor, ne 
Dhely to reitore order in the province of Agra, and — © i 
Meerza Soleymaun Shekoh, one of the princes, to a ignity 


to his operations. Shaw Aulum was left in the pofleffion of 


; . the late 
the lands allotteg. for the fupport of his houfehold by Nuje £ 


Mm 2 


2 Dire@or of the revenue fet apart for the fupport of the houfehold. 
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Nujeef Khan; fo that, confidering the part he had taken againtt 
his minifter, that chief did not aé ungeneroufly towards him, 
Affrafiaub Khan, who had marched to take advantage of the de- 
figns in his favour, politically kept at a diftance, till convinced 
of the fuperiority of Meerza Shuffee; when he joined him, and 


was left unmolefted in poffeflion of the diftriéts allotted hin 
under the late Nujeef Khan. 


Meerza Shuffee was not a man calculated to retrieve the dif- 
order which had occurred in affairs fince the death of his pre- 
deceffor. He was deftitute of that addrefs and affability of 
manner, by which Nujeef Khan had attached to himitelf the 
officers of his army, each of whom confidered himfelf as in- 
dependant. Mahummud Beg Khan Hammadaunee in particular, 
who had fo greatly aflilted in eftablifhing him in power, was 
difgufted at the fuperiority he affumed over him, and with his 
refufal of fome additional diftriéts which he demanded. The 
Begum alfo, fifter of Nujeef Khan, was difpleafed with him 
for not allowing her that influence in government which the 
had enjoyed in the lifetime of her brother. The fhort period 
of his adminiftration paffed in conftant quarrels with his officers ; 
and at length Mahummud Beg, who regarded not by what 
means he forwarded his views, refolved to remove him by trea= 
chery. For this purpofe, he pretended a-with to reconcile 
their differences, by an amicable adjuftment, and requefted an 
interview, to which Meerza Shuffee Khan affented. They met 
before the fortrefs of Deeg, on the thirtieth of September, 1783, 
each attended by an army, and Meerza Shuffee was {tabbed by 
Hfmaeel Beg, the brother of Mahummud, while he was embra- 


cing him. An engagement between the two armies followed, 


and Mahummud Beg was driven from the field with fome lofs, 
Affrafiaub Khan was declared fucceflor to the murdered nayob, 
by the fifter Begum and the army, and was fhortly after con- 


it firmed 
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firmed by the emperor in the office of ameer al amra and the” 
government of the provinces of Dhely and Agra. Mahummud 
Beg, however, refufed to acknowledge his authority, levied troops” 
to oppofe him, and committed depredations in feyeral diftridts = 
Affrafiaub, finding himfelf unequal to fupport his power alone, 
endeavoured to procure the affiftance of his neighbours, the navob 
vizier and the Englifh, or the Mharattas. In this unfettled flate 
of affairs, the prince Jehaundar Shaw, in April 1784, made his 
efcape from Dhely, and repaired: to Lucnow, where Mr. Haft- 
ings had arrived to regulate the concerns between the vizier 
and the company. His highnefs’s obje¢t was, to procure a force 
to free his father the emperor #rom the controul in which he 
was kept by Affrafiaub Khan, and to oblige him to allot a por- 
tion of the revenues for the ‘upport of ae royal cies He 
declared, that his efcape was with private concurrence ol 
his father, and moft probably with trath, though: ae sh ie 
Aulum demanded his .being ent back a prifoner to Dhely, 
i i is minifter. Mr. Haftings was 
obliged to it through fear of his minitt Be 7 
too ‘generous to obey commands, which, if complie with, woul 
facri = prince to life imprifonment, if 
have facrificed an unfortunate P : i 
inati ¢ {trited by his employers from 
not affaffination. ‘Though re >| me, ae: 
taking an active part in the royal affairs, he oped, tie 
to perfuade Affrafiaub to fhew proper * . 
ly; and his plan in ia Ese aa 
fent major Brown, the *n 
ei a eae with Soe to comply ee ae 
Beni vizier and Mr. Haftings fhould rake: os e ss - 
tec of the emperor 5 and agreed to —_ - oe 
minifter, provided they would fupport hi fet eS 
againtt Mahummud Beg and other ee im fal 
ing, that if they could ae ees Be Sr was veut 
Hattings was unable to furnifh ee 


tecting the prince, 
to the imperial fami 


an alliance with Sindia, 
enter the country. Mr. 
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the council of Bengal refufing to take any active part beyond 
the frontiers of the vizier; and Afftafiaub, confequently, made 
his alliance with Sindia, iy 

Previous to the return of major Brown from Lucnow, 
Affrafiaub, jealous of Mujd ad Dowlah, whom he had left to 
Manage the affairs of the royal houfehold, confined that mini(- 
ter, and prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to march to Agra, by 
promifes of giving up that city with the fortrefs to his difpofal. 
The emperor, flattered by the hopes of acquiring more power, 
or intimidated by the confinement of his old advifer, Mujd’ ad 
Dowlah, left Dhely, and arrived at Agra in October 1754; 
when the golden keys of the citadel were prefented to him by 
Affrafiaub, and he had the fatisfaction of being called King of 
the World, in the palace of his anceftor, the renowned Akber ; 
but it was garrifoned by the troops of the minifter. Mr. Hatt. 
ings had by this time departed from Lucnow, and was ac- 
companied by the prince to Banaras, which he chofe for his 
refidence, not thinking it fafe to truft his perfon with Affrafiaub 
or Sindia a recommendation to whom of his interefts, was 
now the only fervice that the Englith could afford him be- 
yond their own territories. He had an allowance of ° five lacks 
of rupees per annum from the navob vizier, and wifely refolved 


to wait for better times. Shaw Aulum remained in the hands 
of his minifter. 


_ On the. twenty fecond of O&ober 1784, Affrafiaub had an 
interview with his new ally Mahajee Sindia; when it was agreed, 
that they fhould jointly attack Mahummud Beg Hammadaunee ; 


“but their plans were fruftrated by an unfortunate event. On 


Tuefday, the fecond of November, Affrafiaub Khan was aflaffine 
ated 


_ * Fifty thoufand pounds. ‘This allowance was given at the earneft ft 
of Mr. Haftings. Be ae 
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ated by a foldier, faid to be employed by Zien-al-aub-ad-Dient 
the brother of the late Meerza Shuffee Khan, and Mahummud 


Beg Hammadaunee, who d 
liance would give to the 


readed the power which Sindia’s cal- 
obje&t of their hatred. This event 


occafioned a new revolution in affairs, by transferring the autho= ~ 


rity of the Moguls to the 


Mharattas. 


Sindia, by prefents of fome money, promifes of obedience, 
and a regular allowance for the royal houfehold, prevailed on 


Shaw Aulum to come to 
*pethwa the office of 
the empire, with t 

Under this grant, he claim 
unfortunate Affrafiaub, and 


As he was at the head of a large 


the Mogul chiefs could not 


of a fuccefior, he eafily effected his d 


ficers of corps made their 
to obey the orders of the 


acknowledged his authority. 
law of Affrafiaub, gave UP 


fiege, for a jaghire, and 


of the deceafed, his grandfon, 
fein Khan. Shaw Aulum was now 


Sixty thoufand rupees Pe 
his fupport ; but a bo 


to prevent him encouraging hands of Sitidiae 


he was only a ftate prifon 


Shaw Aulum did not 
requefted by Sin 
pearance, the cap 


® Chief minii 


dia to take the field, 
ture of Aleeghur, the re 


his camp, and beftow upon the 


vaqueel muttulluk, or fole director of 
he deputation of this employment to himfelf. 


ed the command of the army of the 
the governments of Agra and Dhely. 

body of Mine sag 

themfelves in the choice 
sied i Pat The different of- 
own terms with Sindia, pretending 
emperor 5 and Mahummud Beg alfo 
Shujah Dil Khan, the father in 
the fortrefs of et i a 
i rovifion for 
ola So ae Khadim Houf- 
permitted to return to Dhely. 
r month were fettled by Sindia for 


r power fo that, in fact, 


er in the 


at Dhely, being again 


remain long > peices by his ap- 


(ter of the Mbaratta fate, 


« 


fidence of the Begum 
of 
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of Affrafiaub Khan, Jehaungeer Khan, the governor, after fome 
time, fubmitted. By the fall of Aleeghur, the authority of 
Sindia was eftablithed in all the territories which had belonged 


' to the Jate ameer al amra, Nujeef Khan. He now demanded 


tribute from feveral rajas, and among them from the raja of 
_Jeypore, towards whofe country he marched with the emperor. 
Negotiation and threatenings employed feveral months, till the 
approach of the rainy feafon of 1786, when Shaw Aulum re- 
turned to Dhely, and Sindia with his army cantoned at Muttra. 
The acquifitions of the Mbarattas, by their interference with 
the Moguls, were however more fplendid than ufeful; the pro- 
vinces of Dhely and Agra being exhaufted of revenue by the 
oppreffions of the late contending chiefs; fo that Sindia began 
to find himfelf in a troublefome fituation. Long arrears were 


due to the troops, and his refources were unequal to his dif 
burfements. 


__ Towards the latter end of the year 1787, a confiderable 
body of Mharattas, under Royjee Patecl, who had been fent to 
colleét a tribute from the raja of Jeypore, being defeated, Sin- 
dia marched with his whole army into that country, and ad- 
vanced within a fhort diftance of the capital. The raja, being 
affifted by the chief of Jodepore and other allies, diftrefled his 
enemy by cutting off his fupplies; fo that both Mbharattas and 
Moguls became difcontented, and Mahummud Beg Hammadaunee 
with his followers deferted to the raja. In this conjuncture, 
Sindia refolved to make a puth, left the defection thould be- 
come general. A fevere ation took place, and Mahummud 
Beg was flain; but the valour and conduét of his brother It 
maeel Beg reftored the courage of the troops, which had given 
apo geom the lofs of their chief, and victory declared for the 
Raajepootes. Three days after this event, Sindia was deferted by 
the difciplined battalions of fepoys, who went over to.Jfmacel 


Beg. 
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Beg. This misfortune was followed by repeated defeats, whi 
obliged him to retreat with precipitation acrofs the Chumbu 
to the neighbourhood of Gualior, and quit for the pref 
offenfive operations ; leaving garrifons in the citadel of A 
fortrefs of Aleeghur, in hopes of their holding out till he co 
obtain reinforcements from Dekkan. Deeg and fome other places 
he gave up to the Jaut raja, Runjeet Sing, to whom they origin- 
ally belonged, that he might keep up an intereft among the 
natives of the country. ae 


The evacuation of the provinces of Dhely and Agra by the 
Mharatta army, occafioned a fad change in the royal affairs. 
Shaw Aulum, the pageant of every fuccefsful party, marched 
from Dhely at the invitation of the raja of Jeypore, who ad= 
vanced within three days’ journey of the capital to hed 
refpects; but whether he was unwilling to engage in the ad. 
miniftration of the royal concerns, intimidated by fears of the 
return of the Mharattas, or refolved only to att for the pre- 
fervation of his own country, he in a fhort time obtained his 
difmiffion, and withdrew to his own territories. Shaw Aulum 
returned to Dhely, where he hoped to remain fecure, and un- 
engaged with party, till Sindia’s return with a reinforcement, or 
a decided fuperiority of his enemies. Unhappy indeed was his 
fituation, and hard the part he had to act. In the hands of a 
Mharatta garrifon in his capital, and depending for fupport on 
Sindia, he was obliged, at the fame time, to lend his name to 
his enemy Ifmaeel Beg; who, after defeating the Mbarattas in 
the field, had taken feveral places from them, and) laid fiege 
to Agra, under pretence of the imperial -orders. 


At this crifis ftarted up a new adventurer, ie moft fatal 
one of any to the unfortunate Shaw Aulum. Gholaum Kaudir 
Vor. al. Na Khan, 


© This chief was fon and fucceffor to Zabtah Khan, often mentioned in the 


preceding pages« 
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Khan, a Rohilla®chief, hoping to acquire power in the diftracted 
ftate of affairs, marched fuddenly from his refidence of Ghofe- 
ghur, and appeared before Dhely, which the Mharatta garrifon 
evacuated on his approach. He obliged the emperor to confer 
on him the dignity of ameer al amra; afte? which he moved 
to lay fiege to the fortrefs of Aleeghur, where Sindia had lef 
a garrifon, - 


The prince Jehaundar Shaw, who had refided fince the year 
1784 at Banaras, under the Englifh proteétion, was at this time 
alfo refolved to try his fortune in the troubles. He marched to 
Dhely, and was joined on his route by fome thoufands of ad- 
venturers. On his arrival at the capital he was received with 
much favour by his father, who empowered him to direét the 
operations of Gholaum Kaudir Khan; and the prince, after 
obtaining the releafe of his women and children, who had 
been confined fince his flight, repaired to the fiege of Alec- 
ghur. He was foon difgufted with the brutal difrefpec&t of the 
Rohilla, and repaired to Agra, in hopes of finding a better 
fervant in Ifmaeel Beg, but was difappointed. [he money he 
had brought with him from Banaras being exhaufted, his fol- 
lowers became clamorous for pay, and the unhappy prince at 
length was obliged to divide among them his effects. Not 
chufing to return to Dhely, left the influence of his brother 
Akber Shaw, the favourite fon of Shaw Aulum, fhould pre- 
vail on his father to confine him in his unprotected ftate, he 
threw himfelf again on the generofity of the Englifh. They 
again received him, and he repaired once more to Banaras, but 
did not long furvive his return. About a week after his arriy- 
al he was feized with a putrid fever, occafioned by expofing 
himfelf for fome hours to a burning fun in a vifit of deyo- 
tion to the tomb of a celebrated Mahummedan faint at Chunar, 
and died on the thirty firft of May, 1788, after an illnef&S of 


little 





. 
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little more than twenty four hours. He wasiboried 
honour due to his rank; the Englith refident an 
people of the city attending his funeral. He left bi 
three fons, whom, with the reft of his family, he recom 
ed to the care of the Englifh, under whom they enjoy a_ 
fortable afylum and allowance at Banaras. 2 . 


Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on the fall of Aleeghur, 
ed to join Hmaeel Bég in the fiege of Agra; but th 
difagreeing, he left him to make conquefts for himfelf in ¢ 
parts of the country. By this time Sindia had received fome 
fuccours from Dekkan, and difpatched his confidential minifter, 
Rana Khan, with the Jaut rajah, Runject Sing, to raife the fiege 
of Agra, near which a bloody battle was fought on t ‘teenth 
of June, 1788, in which Ifmaeel Beg was complea ) 
with the lofs of all his cannon, bei 2 and — 

is efcape with much difficulty, by {wimmuing 

i umn and reached the camp of Gholaum Kaudir Khan; 
but, not finding a kind reception, in a few days he ee 
Shekohabad, where he was refpectfully treated by Tlummafs a 
Khan, a collector of the navob vizier, who prefented ee ne 
the fum of * twenty thoufand rupees. Being here joined” yy about 
fifteen hundred of his routed cavalry, and receiving letters ~_ 
Gholaum Kaudir Khan, affuring him of future friendihip, * 
apologizing for his late neglect, he repaired to his camp. e 
at i e ore and Jodepore, whofe intereft it was to Keep 
oe re to the Mharattas, now fent him a ‘<< of Bec 
which enabled him to receive numbers of his oe 
returned to his ftandard. An invitation was me n ied 
navob Nazir, and the few chiefs with Shaw ee “a “ 
to Dhely, which he accepted of; but, on his arr 


s . ding Sindia by re- 
city, the emperor, yee to avoid offending ue 


» Two thoufand pounds 
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ceiving his enemyferefufed to admit him, and fent him orders to 
retire, Ifmacel Beg pretended to obey, but did not move, wait. 
ing the arrival of Gholaum Kaudir Khan, who was on iio aap 
to the capital, with the intention of forcing Shaw Aulum to 


give up his connection with the Mharattas. To this he was in- 


yy Bisa the Soe 
ftigated by the navob Nazir and other officers, who, having of- 
fended Sindia, dreaded his difpleafure, fhould the emperor fall 
again into his hands,. The fupinenefs of the Mharattas after their 
defeat of Ifmaeel Beg, is not to be accounted for. Inftead of 
marching immediately to Dhely, Sindia only advanced to Muttra; 
fo that the unfortunate Shaw Aulum was left expofed to the fea 


chery of his fervants, and, in the end, to d : 
pai aa » to dethronement, plunder, 


Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on his arrival oppofite Dhely, re- 
quefted the emperor to admit him into the city, but was reftifed 5 
upon which he refolved to enter it by force ; and, having piought 
over Ifmaeel Beg to his views, croffed the Jumna in the night, 
with a part of his army. Raja Himmut Bahadur, and the few 


 Mharattas in the place, fled immediately, and thesMogul chiefs, 


with their followers in the emperor's fervice, joined Ifmaeel Beg ; 
fo that the unhappy Shaw Aulum, unable to refift, was obliged 


to open the gates of the citadel, and receive the rebels. They 


were introduced by the navob Nazir, who anfwered for their 
fidelity to his majefty, and that they would free him from the 
controul of the Mharattas, and the difgrace of depending for a 
fupport on infidels and natural enemies to the faithful. Gholaum 
Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, falling at the emperor’s fect, affured him 
their only object was his honour, and the expulfion of the Mas 
rattas ; which they promifed to effect, if one of the princes was 


_ permitted to accompany them to the field. A treaty was then 


drawn up, and folemnly ratified by oaths in one of the mofques 


in the palace, by which it was ftipulated, that Shaw Aulum fhould - 


receive 


"ena + 
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receive a third part of the revenues for the apport of his) 
nity. ‘The emperor then committed his fon Soleymaun 
their care, and a day was fixed for his march again 
rattas; but this adjuftment was deceitful. In a few ¢ 
laum Kaudir demanded a large fum of money to pay the 
which Shaw Aulum refufed; and the Rohilla refolyed to potfe 
himfelf of whatever treafure might be in the palace, by dethron- 
ing the emperor. To this refolve he was excited by the trea 
cherous navob * Nazir, who, forgetting thirty years of confidenc 

and favour, had informed him that his mafter poffeffed hoz 
treafure and jewels, though he pretended inability to fa 


troops. 


The degraded and wretched fituation of the once auguft fa- 
mily of Timur, will appear more fully, in the anflat a eee 
journal of the monftrous tranfactions of the unfeeling 
Kaudir, from the dethronement of Shaw Aulum, to 
from the city of that cruel traitor. 














JournaL, JULY 26th. 


About feven in the morning, Meerza Ifmaeel Beg with his of« 
ficers and Meerza Muttullub Khan, repaired to Gholaum Kaudir, 
who was feated in the hall of private audience; and, after fome 
converfation, fent repeated demands of money from the emperor, 
through the nayob Nazir. Meerza Muttallub obferved, that had 
his majefty pofleffed fach a confiderable fum, his affairs would 
not have fallen into fuch extremity. He was commanded fo be 
filent by Gholaum Kaudir ; who, at length fent two attendants to 
bring Bedar Bukht, fon of the emperor Ahmed Shaw. This ee 
being conducted into the oratory, was feated on the throne, an 
the cuftomary {alutations of royalty made to him by the chiefs. 
Gholaum Kaudir then difpatched Shaw Aulum, with nineteen 

princes, 


: The Nazir is the fuperintendant of the private apartments, always a eunuch, 


eis 


Saturday, 
July 27th, 
1788. : 
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princes, his fons and grandfons, under a guard to. the: apartment 
‘called Noor Mahal. After this a difpute arofe between Gholaum 
Kaudir and Ifmagel Beg, concerning the latter’s remaining in the 
palace; and [macel Beg at length departed in wrath to his camp, 








oe 


Bedar ‘Shaw received the compliments of the officers, and 


ordered feveral of the depofed emperor's fervants into confine- 
ment. Soleymaun Shekkoh was brought from the camp, and 
imprifoned with his father, who was this day denied even water 
by Gholaum-Kaudir. The minifters of the general mofque re- 
quefted to know in the name of what emperor the prayers 
were to be read;*and the Rohilla anfwered, “ In the name of 
“ God and his prophet.” He this day fent for the aged prin- 
ceffes, *Mallekeh Zummahneh and Sahebeh Mhal, from their 
houfe in the city. On their arrival in the palace, he paid his 
refpects, and told them the private apartments of the haram 


~ fhould be under their direétion. They approved of his conduct, 


’ 


but warned him not to aét in fuch a manner. as to draw 
the fcorn of mankind. THe replied, that, under the royal auf 
pices, the empire would be properly regulated. The ladies of 
Shaw Aulum’s family reprefented, that for two days they had 
been without food. He ordered them victuals. 


This 


* Thefe ladies were the widows of Mahummud Shaw, and the former was 
daughter to the emperor Ferokhfere. When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee invaded 
Hindooftan, they accompanied him on his return to his own territories, and re« 
fided in his court till his death; when they came back to Dhely, and were al~ 
lowed by Shaw Aulum to refide out of the palace in the city. It is fuppofed they 
poffefled great wealth; as both Nadir Shaw and Ahmed Shaw Abdallee in their 
inyafions paid them refpeét, and left their property unmolefted; but it now fell 
into the hands of Gholaum Kaudir, .It is faid, they prompted him to depofe 
Shaw Aulum, by an offer of ten lacks of rupees, to place on the throne Bedar 
Shaw, the grandfon of their hufband, by a public dancer. If this report is trues’ 
their misfortunes ‘are lefs pitiable, as Shaw Aulum had always treated them with 
attention and refpect during his whole reign, 
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This day, the princefs Mallekeh Zummaneh, affifted 
navob Nazir, fearched the apartments of fourteen of Shay 
women, and ordered all their money and effeéts to be & 
the oratory 5) after which they delivered them to Gholaum 
Khan. The effeéts of Meerza Akber Shaw were confifea 
Bedar Shaw conferred the rank of ameer al amra én Gholaum 
Kaudir Khan. Information was lodged, that Meerza Mindoo” 
had privately conveyed fourteen cakes of bread) and fome water 
to Shaw Aulum. The mercilef§ Rohilla ordered the | ( 
prince to be beaten with clubs; but the attendants refi C= 
dience. Mallekeh Zummanch fent to Shaw Aulum, defiring 
him to give up his buried treafures, and he fhould be rein= — 
ftated on his throne. He replied, he was weary of fuch em- 
pire. Agga’ Sundal complained to Bedar Shaw. of the diftreffed 
fituation of the depofed fovereign and his family, perihing 7 
hunger. The Shaw gave him’ five rupees. The Agga ol 
ed, the fum was infufficient for fuch a number, even for a 
meal. Bedar#affured him he had no more money in his pol 
feflion. x 


2 | 

To-day, a quarrel occurred between Bedar Shaw and the July 29th. 
Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, who threat- 
ened to leave the palace; obferving, that they had feen four 
reigns, and been independant of all; had come from their 
houfes to ferve his family, but would return, and commit him 
wholly to the pleafure of Gholaum Kaudir. This filenced the 
Shaw. Bedar this day fent to Soleymaun Shekkoh and Akber, 
Shaw, affuring them they fhould not want while he could res! 
lieve them, but that they muft be reconciled to the decrees of 
providence, and confider, that their father had reigned thirty 
years, while his fuffered the diftrefs they now complained of. 
Gholaum Kaudir Khan, having prepared five whips, ve" ra 
ultan’ 
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fultan to take one in his hands, and accompany him to extort 
a confeflion of his treafures from Shaw Aulum, : 


This day, the apartments of Shawabadee Begum were fearch- 
ed, and a cafket of jewels, fome ftrings of pearl, and gold and 
filver plate,” being found, were delivered to Gholaum Kaudir ; 
who alfo feized ninety nine horfes from the royal ftables. 
Thirty thoufand rupees were found buried in the floor of a 
room, befides fome plate. The Rohilla fent the latter to the 
mint, and commanded coins to be {truck in the name of Bedar 
Shaw, with the following infcription : 


eye 


ee The. fupporter of the true religion of Mahummud, Bedar 
«© Shaw, by the grace of God ftamped coins throughout the 
«© world.” : 


To-day, five rupees, a bed, and a carpet, were fent by 
Gholaum Kaudir to the unfortunate Shaw Aulum. Several la- 
dies of the haram were tied up and beaten with whips, to 
force a difcovery of their effects; and the palace was filled with 
cries and lamentations. Except the garments they had on, every 
thing was feized. 


Gholaum Kaudir agreed to give Iinaeel Beg five lacks of 
rupees from the plunder of the palace. Several of the confined 
princes were infulted by blows; and feven bankers and corn~ 
merchants feized and imprifoned to extort money from them. 


The navob Nazir and the eunuchs reprefented to the em- 
peror, that they had by fevere chaftifement extorted a difcovery 
from fome of the ladies of the haram of a quantity of gold 
and filver plate, with fome jewels. He ordered them to be fent’ 
to Gholaum Kaudir. Meerza Buddoo, an ancient prince, uncle 


to 
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oe gel Arnliinis was feized by the Rohilla, and a 
e of a lack of rupees. Pleading inability, he was 
to the peons to be flogged. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir 
Shaw Aulum, and threatened him. The unhappy pri 
plied, «* What I had, you have taken; but, if you 
“conceal fome treafures within me, rip up my bowels, and 
«be convinced.” The traitor then affred him, if he wouldy 
difcover his hoards, he fhould reafcend his throne. — ‘Shaw 
Aulum anfwered, “ I haye no ambition left; may God pro- — 
«tect you, who have laid me afide: I am content y- 
“ fate.” The Rohilla then proceeded to the apartments of the: 
brothers of Shaw Aulum, and threatened them with punith= 
ment. Four trunksof wearing apparel, a few trifling jewels, 
and a filver bedftead only, were found in them on the ftricteft 
fearch. ‘The navob Nazir repents, now too Jate, of his con= 
duét; and will have more caufe every day. Ifmaeel eg 
treating with Sindia, who has promifed to give him a jaghire 
and command in: his army. > 


To-day, perfons were fent to dig up the floors of the apart- Auguftad. 
ments of Meerza Buddoo. Some jewels, plate, and wearing aps 
parel, were found. The prince and his family were ordered 
to be kept without food; but at the earneft interceffion of 
Meerza Hinga, uncle to Bedar Shaw, it was allowed them. 
Gholaum Kaudir to-day roughly demanded from the emperor the 
whole fum he had promifed for his throne. Bedar Shaw faid, 
«« He had given every thing as yet difcovered, and defired the — 
« jewels might be valued.” The Rohilla replied, ‘ Jewels 
“ were to him of no value; he muft have money, or plate 
“ to coin.” “A meflage coming from the princels Mallekeh 
Zummaneh, that fhe wifhed to fee him, he would not go, but 
abufed her to the eunuchs who brought the compliment. Bedar — 
Shaw entreated him to be pacified, and every exertion fhould 
Vor. Il. O\fopo= be 
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be ufed to procure money. The fultan would have embraced 
him, but the wretch drew back, and retired in difpleafure ; 
after which he fent a band of Afghauns to guard the royal 
perfon and extort money. They threatened to pull Bedar Shaw 
from his throne, and correct him with blows; upon which he 
exclaimed, “ If this is empire, the {canty meal I enjoyed when 
«among the confined princes, was fweet indeed.’ The Af- 
ghauns ordered him to be filent, faying, ‘ They had ruined 
“ Shaw Aulum in an inftant, and what was he better than 
« him.” Guards were alfo placed over the Begums Mallekeh 
Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal; and Gholaum Kaudir informed 
them, “ that as the world would now at any rate call him 
« traitor, he was refolved to {eize the Whole property of the 
« royal family.” The navob Nazir trembles for his fafety, and 
has difcharged his attendants. Seven lacks of rupees are de- 
manded from him. 


To-day, Gholaum Kaudir Khan *feated himfelf in the pre- 
fence of Bedar Shaw, and {moaked his hookah before him ; 
ftretching out his feet on the royal mufnud, at the fame time 
infulting him by abufive language. 


Bedar Shaw fent a note by the Nazir to Gholaum Kaudir, 
requefting him to have the jewels valued, but he refufed; de- 
manding fix lacks in money, and would not fuffer the Nazir to 
return. ‘The emperor fending him two garlands of flowers, he 
threw them on the ground in difrefpect. The Begums Mal- 
Iekeh Zuammaneh and Sahebeh Mhal have ' difcharged their 
houfeholds. Ruttun Ram advifing Bedar Shaw to fend a khe- 
Jaut to the navob vizier, he faid, « I have none but this old 


« garment on my body.” 
. Gholaum 


* The higheft difrepect he could be guilty of to the fovereign. 
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Gholaum Kaudir Khan to-day forced the doors of the royal 
baths; and finding two filver chairs, fent them to the mint. Die 
apartments and effects of Meerza Akber Shaw were ranfac 
Thirty two elephants and one hundred horfes from the 7 
ftables were fent to the Rohilla camp. A requeft of Sh 
Aulum for fome foot cloths was complied with. 


The thrones and other feats belonging to Shaw Aulum, or- 4 
namented with gold or filver, were broken. to pieces, and the — 
plate fent to the mint. Gholaum Kaudir feized the clothes at 
ornaments of fifty or fixty dancing girls belonging to the palace. 
On their complaining of his oppreffion, he commanded them: 
to fing and dance, and being pleafed with’ their performance, 
gave them back their clothes, but kept their jewels, and turned: 
them out of the citadel. After this, he went to the apartments 
of the prince Meerza Baber, which were ranfacked ; and fenta — 
woman to fearch the haram. When every thing was feized, 
the prince and the ladies were ordered to be put with the reft 
of the royal family in confinement. The dwelling of Meerza 
Khoord, brother to Shaw Aulum, was next plundered. The 
chief woman fervant of Kirrammut al Niffa Begum was feized, 
and feverely beaten, to make her difcover the effects of her 
miftrefs; but fhe would not confefs, and was put into prifon. “ 
The floors of the Begum’s apartments were then dug up, and 
fome gold ornaments found. Gholaum Kaudir to-day threatened 
Bedar Shaw with punifhment, if he would not fpeedily fup- 
ply him with money, as the troops were becoming clamorous 
He then went to Shaw Aulum, and demanded a dif- 
covery of the money he had faved from the revenues of Ben- 
gal and Aleabad. The Shaw replied, ‘ that what was in 
« the palace was feized; he had no more; and begged to be 
« pat to death, that he might be freed from mifery.” The 
Rohilla replied, « he would not hurt him, but force a con- 








for pay. 
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« feffion from’ his fons Meerza Akber and Soleymaun Shekkoh.” 
Upon which Shaw Aulum faid, ¢ I am in your hands, but 
« injure not my children audir threatened the 
princes, who declared they knew nothing of their father’s trea- 
fury; but informed him, that there was a Cathmirian woman 
in the fervice of Koottubee Begum, who, if money was con- 
cealed, was informed of it. Upon this the woman was {ent for 
and queftioned, but confeffed nothing; when fhe was confined 
for farther examination. Bedar Shaw to-day gave Gholaum 
Kaudir a pair of gold bracelets and twenty five thoufand rupees, 
which had been difcovered, with which he was well pleafed, 
and fent to the Shaw five trays of apparel from the wardrobe, 
and five filver plates. Bedar Shaw defired he would carry 
him to the general mofque to pay his devotions; but the Ro- 
hilla told him not to be in hafte, and he fhould go at a con- 
venient time in proper ftate. The diffention with Mmaeel Beg 
encreafes daily, and that chief is treating with the Mharattas ; 
but, till their arrival, waits to get what he can. from the plun- 








“der of the palace. The furniture of the royal elephants was 


Auguft 7th. 


feized to-day. 


Bedar Shaw fent a meflage to Gholaum Kaudir, “ that he 
‘had, to gratify him, though unbecoming his dignity as a 
“« prince, affifted in rifling the palace, and furrendered the trea- 
 fure difcovered. Nothing more was left, but he was ready 
“ to accompany him to the field, and acquire wealth for him 
« with the fword.” Gholaum Kaudir vifited Shaw Aulum, and 
told him, “ he was forry for his treafons, but would make 
« amends by feating his fon Meerza Akber on the throne.” 
Shaw Aulum replied, “ he might aé as he pleafed; but as for 
« himfelf, he was weary of fuch degraded empire, and only 
« withed to be retired, and employ himfelf in devotion.” Bedar 
Shaw was feverely threatened this day with correction, if he did 


not 
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not procure more money; upon which he replied, “ that he: 
«« given all in his power, and fhould be happy tobe r 
«* from fuch mock royalty.” a 


Bedar Shaw was again threatened with correétion and cl 
ment, in cafe he did not produce more money or jewels; 
again replied, ‘* that Gholaum Kandir might aé as he pleafed.” 


In the apartments of Mubaric Mhal, upwards of 
dred women were fearched, and afterwards imprifoned. Malleke: 
Zummaneh was this day violently indifpofed. Bedar Shaw de=" 
clared to Gholaum Kaudir, “« that there were no more yalu- 
« ables left in the palace; but if he chofe, he would attend 
« him to collet money from the rajas and zemindars.” The 
Rohilla anfwered, ‘* that if money was not, brought | im on 
«© the morrow, the Shaw muft take the confequence.”” Swenty 
chefts of lace and tiffues were this day burned by Gholaum 
Kandir, to extraé the filver. Bedar Shaw requefted an in- 
terview, but was rudely. refufed in the evening. A meeting 
took place between Gholaum Kaudir and I{maeel Beg Khan. 
The nayob Nazir was threatened with flagellation if he did not 


produce money. ; R ion 


Gholaum Kaudir, attended by five Rohillas, went to Shaw Aulum Aug. roth 
and demanded a difcovery of his hidden treafure. The unfortunate 
Shaw replied, « I have none ; take what you can find in the fort. 
The villain then ordered his attendants to lift up the princes Meerza 
Akber Shaw and others, and dafh them on the 

Shaw Aulum in the agony of his 
forbear fuch cruelty on my children 
Gholaum Kaudir made the Ro- 

fat upon his 
He then gave 
orders 


Soleymaun, 
ground ; which they did. 
grief exclaimed, ‘“ oe 
«in my fight.” Upon this, : 
hillas caft him on the ground ; after which they 
breaft, and ftabbed out his eyes with a dagger: 
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orders for the like cruelty to be infliéted on the princes, but 
was prevented by the entreaties of an officer, named Seetuldats. 
The palace refounded with lamentations among the ladies of 
the haram. They were commanded to be filent, on pain of 
chaftifement. In the afternoon, Bedar Shaw was carried into 
the city, attended by the Rohilla; but the latter, fufpecting 
treachery from Ifmaeel Beg, returned fuddenly with the Shaw 
to the palace. The inhabitants defert the city in crowds. The 
bankers’ and jewellers’ fhops have been {hut up many days. 

Two furgeons were fent to attend Shaw Aulum, who lies 
in great agony of pain. Some money and effects were {ent by 
Gholaum Kaudir to Ifmaeel Beg, who is much diflatisfied. A 
meeting afterwards took place between them, ‘and they vilited 
Bedar Shaw in company. : 


Shaw Aulum petitioned for fome relief, as his family had 
been three days without provifions. Gholaum Kaudir ordered 
‘twenty eight rupees per day to be diftributed for their fup- 


port. 


Gholaum Kaudir Khan ordered an efcort to conduct the 
plunder of the palace to Ghofeghur. The cooking utenfils of 
the royal kitchens were feized this day. 


The emperor Bedar Shaw defired the navob Nazir to pre- 
pare a mofque in the palace for his devotions; but was in- 
formed, that the carpeting, &c. had been feized. Upon his 
importunity, however, fome fort of preparation was made; and 
Bedar heard, for the firft time, the prayer read in his own 
name as emperor. ‘Iwo infant fons of the price Soleymaun 
Shekkoh to-day died for want of food. Shaw Aulum difinified 
Refer 2 About two pounds twelve fhillings, 5 


" fages paffed between Gholaum 
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his phyficians, and declined nourifhment, faying, ‘* it was mc 
«« preferable to die, than, live, and behold his family Pp ifhi 
« around him.” Bedar ordered the children to bes ar 
the Mhal. He faid, ‘ that Shaw Aulum complained 
“<< and fhould be refigned to the decrees of providence.” 
laum Kaudir paid his devotions at the tomb of Nizam ad Die 
where he was met by Ifmaeel Beg, and mutual oaths of re- 
conciliation paffed between them, 


The ladies from feveral apartments of the haram 
out into *Sulleemghur, and Bedar Shaw was commanded by Gho- 
laum Kaudir to dig up the floors in fearch of treafure. Parties of 
Mharatta horfe to-day appeared clofe to the city. Shaw Aulum 
is in great agony, what he eats voiding by the nofe. ea 


The Rohillas mutinied, and Gholaum Kaudir was ob 
to remain clofe in the citadel. Meerza Tfmaeel Beg confined 
feveral inhabitants of the city to extort money from them. 


Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to think of preparing Aug, 16th. 
to refift the Mbharattas, who were now plundering round the 


i i fF the cattle and grain. Many angry mef- 
ps aaa Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, con-— 


cerning the divifion of plunder. At Iength, the former went 
ing to try an accommodation. 


to vift the latter in the even ‘ : 
Two diamonds, which had been given from the aoa . 
aw 


or Selimghur, is part of the old palace erected by the em= 
peror Jehaungeer, whofe name was alfo Sulleem, or Selim. Sin Ea eaten 
tion of the new palace by Shaw Jehaun, Sulleemghur es pee a Ee eerthas 
for the princes of the royal family. It is large has fev! a eta, 5} 
for their recreation. Till the reigning emperor are im! haul a pe! 
were allowed every convenience of life, but liberty 5 “ a vl = 
born and bred up in confinement, perhaps did not much feel 


a Sulleemghur, 
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Shaw Aulum to Bedar Shaw, were this day taken from him by 
the Rohilla. Pes fase Seer ee se 
ne sah ati ~ 


Feit scar AEF ‘ 

To-day, Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel. Beg vifited Bedar 
Shaw, and demanded money, that they might ‘pay the troops, 
and attend him to the field. The, Shaw replied, ‘* that he had 


“© none 5 but would confign over to them the navob Nazir, 


Aug. 18th. 


Aug. 19th. 


« from whom they might extort it.” A convoy of baggage, &c. 
from Ghofeghur was intercepted by the Mharattas, and many 
Rohillas cut to pieces. Numbers were drowned in the Jumna 
in trying to efcape from the enemy by fording it. The Mha- 
rattas appeared on the bank of the Jumna oppofite the citadel. 
Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to march, offering to ac- 
company him. 


The Mharattas continued their approaches, all fupplies were 
ftopped from the city, and the fhops fhut up. Part of the Ro- 
hilla army croffed the riyer, unoppofed by the enemy. Gho- 
Jaum Kaudir went into the apartments of the confined princes, 
and ordered the property of Khier al Nifla Begum, filter of 
Shaw Aulum, to be feized. Her money, ornaments, and even 
the garments fhe had on, were taken. Several princes were 
brought before him, whom he addreffed, faying, ‘* You afpired 
“ to empire, give me your treafures for it.” In reply, they 
wept, and faid, « You have taken all we had; there is nothing 
“ remaining but our lives.” He then caufed them to be beaten 
with whips, and fent them back to confinement, A demand 
was made on the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
-Mhal for five lacks of rupees. 


‘The effects of the two Begums above-mentioned were this 
day feized, guards placed on their houfes, and their attendants 


fent prifoners to the citadel. A letter was prefented from Shaw 


Aulum 
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Aulum requefting relief, as he and his family were pert 
with hunger. Gholaum Kaudir threw the letter on the grou 
and exclaimed, ‘‘ I came not here of my own will; but, 
« JT flept in ja garden at Secundra, {uddenly an 

‘© ftruck me on the face, faying, March fpeedily to Dhely. . 
“* pofe the emperor, and feize the country.” Meerza Meendo, 
uncle of Shaw Aulum, was to-day fo feverely flogged by or: 
ders of the Rohilla, as to faint away, and at length difcovered ~ 
a chamber, under the floor of which were fecreted fome z 
chefts, two of which were filled with gold coin, and Ss 
with rich cloths. The contents of this hoard were unknown to. 
Shaw Aulum, and had been depofited there by Shaw Begum 
in the laft reign. 


A guard was placed over the navob Nazir, and his effects feized. 
He was alfo commanded to difeover the hidden treafures of Shaw Sd 
Aulum, on pain of punithment. Bedar Shaw fent a requeft to 
Gholaum Kaudir for the releafe of Meerza Buddoo; but the 
meflenger returned without delivering it, the navoB being in a 
violent rage, which made him fearful of going into his pre- 
fence. About nine at night, the Shaw ventured to fend again, 

ino that he would, for pity’s fake, allow fome victuals for 
he esata upon which he fent a {mall quantity of oil and 
flour: Many ladies of the haram were fearched to-day, and 
Rohilla foldiers placed at their apartments. Gholaum Kaudir 
came into the oratory, and had much converfation with the 
emperor and the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal; when it was agreed, that the ladies belonging to Bedar 
Shaw fhould be removed from the haram, and a ftrict fearch 
be made for treafure in every room. . Shaw Aulam was fent — 
for, and ordered to difcover his hoards. He replied, * that he 
« knew of none, and begged for compaffion on his miferies, 
Vor. I. Pp “« and 
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«and his family dying with hunger.” The Rohilla told him, 
«he fhould yet have more calamities to fuffer.” ‘a 
To-day, Gholaum Kaudir ordered Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebeh Mhal from their chambers into the apartments of Ak- 
ber Shaw, and alfo the Begum of Bedar Shaw. Upon this 
Bedar Shaw went to him to complain of his infulted honour; 
when the Rohilla turning him back, told him to go and keep 
them company; when he retired to them accordingly. Four 
ladies died of grief and hunger this day. Their bodies were 


thrown into the open court, while Gholaum Kaudir was fur- 


Aug. 2ad. 


Aug. 23d, 


veying the labourers, who, by his orders, were bufied in dig- 
ging up the floors of the haram. He to-day commanded fome 
of the princes to fing for him; and one of his attendants en- 
treating him not to be fo difrefpectful, he exclaimed, « If they 
“‘ cannot fing, what elfe are they fit for? They are the off- 
« fpring of fingers. Had they been princes, would they have 
“ tamely micercd me to act as I have done?” 


Bedar Shaw came to Gholaum Kaudir, and requefted him, 
from regard to God and the prophet, to allow fome provifion 
for his women and children; when the Rohilla frowned fternly 
upon him, and uttered much abufive language. The Shaw with 
the Begums are now confined in the oétagon turret, furrounded 
only by fkreens. Gholaum Kaudir fent for Akber Shaw and 
other princes to fing and play before him, which they dared 
not refufe, After the performance, he exprefled his approba- 


tion, and faid, “ Shaw Aulum and his family thould no longer 


«‘ be diftreffled for neceffaries and food.” 


The houfe of the navob Nazir was fearched, but nothing 
of much value difcovered. The Rohilla chiefs grow clamorous 
Y 
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for money. Gholaum Kaudir pretends he has mone, 
dividing among them the effeéts of the palace, 


A daughter of the prince Meerza Toghrul died of hi 
and was buried in her chamber. Meerza I{maeel Beg fen 
enguire of Gholaum Kaudir if he meant to march, as the en 


felf for his behaviour to the navob Nazir, by declaring, that | 
had feized his property, only left it fhould be fulpecte ae 
was his advifer in the plunder of Mallekeh Zummaneh ai 
Sahebeh Mhal. Parties of the Mharattas appeared to-day clo 
to the old citadel, and carried off fome horfes and bullocks.” 
Munniar Sing, who commanded the palace guard, having al- 
lowed fome provifions to pafs to Shaw Aulum and the | er 
confined princes, was rebuked feverely by Chola isaaage 
. oe rs 
Meerza I{maeel Beg threatened Gholaum Kaudir, that if he 
would not deliver up his fhare of the plunder, he would leave 
him; and the Mogul chiefs alfo declared, if he remained longer 
in the citadel, they would quit his fervice. Gholaum Kaudir 
made no an{wer. Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal fent 
a petition that they might not be left to perith with hunger, 
but rather, be relieved from their miferies by immediate death. 
Bedar Shaw threatened to put on a “religions habit; but was 
told by the Rohilla, that he muft prepare to march, He ree 
plied, that he would not move. 


E he Kaudir to dethrone him, Aug. 26th. 
Bedar Shaw requefted of Ghol oe cae 


as he was weary of a Gignity whick 
his family the moft common nece 
Pp 2 


ffaries of life. Gholaum 
Kaudir 


i aflume 

* In Hindooftan, for a perfon under the protection of bea pe 
the habit of a fakeer, or religious, is reckoned difgraceful to t bac 
protection, and believed to bring down the curfes of heaven upd! a 
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Kaudir feized all the horfes of the royal ftables, and diftributed 
them among his followers, leaving only fifteen, of little value, 
for the Shaw’s ufe. Six ladies of the haram died of hunger, 
and their bodies were thrown over the walls of the citadel, on 
the fands of the Jumna. On its being reported, that many 
others were in a dying ftate, from the fame caufe, Gholaum 
Kaudir fent a fmall fapply for the women of Bedar Shaw, but 
took no notice of the reft. 


Four ladies of Shaw Aulum’s haram, weary of life, threw — 


themfelves from a window into the river, and were drowned, 
Their bodies were ftripped by fome foldiers, one of whom was 
wounded in a feuffle for the divifion of the garments. The 
unfortunate Shaw Aulum, almoft famifhed, fent a {mall filver 
bow ring, by a foldier who pitied his condition, into the market 
for fale. It produced only * feven pice, with which fome coarfe 
bread was purchafed for his meal. A confiderable fum of 
money, many valuable jewels and rich effeéts, were found in 
the houfe of Sahebeh Mhal, and feized by Gholaum Kaudir. 


Some provifions and apparel were allowed to Shaw Aulum 
and his family, Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal en- 
treated, but in vain, to be allowed to retire to their houfes in 
the city. Gholaum Kaudir refufed to vifit Bedar Shaw, though 
repeatedly fent for. The navob Nazir was releaicd from his 
confinement. The fhops in the city are fhut up, owing to 
the riotous behaviour of the Rohillas from the dearnefS of grain, 
the Mharattas preventing all fupplies from the country. 


Gholaum Kaudir, in a frolic of intoxication, fent for Akber 
Shaw and feveral other princes, fons of Shaw Aulum, to the 
lion baftion, where he entertained them with a feaft and dan- 


cing. 
* About fixpence. 
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cing. After fome time, laying his head on the knees of Akber ss 
Shaw, he flept for two hours. On awaking, he wept, fay- 
ing, ** he had been guilty of great crimes, and repented of 
«© his behaviour ; that he would reftore all the property he 
*« had taken, but could not replace the eyes of Shaw Aulum.”” 
Akber Shaw, after fome confideration, obferved, that « the pro- 
‘© vidence which had given eyes to his father, had alfo taken” 
« them away; and the inftrument of heaven was not to blame.” ~ 
They fat at the entertainment until funrife. 


Bedar Shaw went to vifit Gholaum Kandir, who would not 
fee him, and ordered him to retire to his apartments. The 
women of the haram are in the greateft diftrefs for want of 
victuals, 


Bedar Shaw, by meflage; entreated Gholaum Kaudir to order 
fome relief to the confined princes and ladies of the haram ; 
but was anfwered with angry refufals. Gholaum Kaudir, in 
pafling by the Mhal, was accofted with loud complaints from 
the unfortunate women, who begged him to allow them food, 
or let them leave the citadel; but he pafied on, faying, “ that 
“in four days more he would relieve them.” He went to 
the emperor's bedchamber, and finding a feymetar on the bed, | 
took it away; at the fame time commanding the guards not to | 
let Bedar Shaw come to him on any account. 


The troops of Gholaum Kaudir are mutinous for their ar- cot 
rears. He has fpent this day in trying to appeafe them, but 
in vain. They threaten to defert him. 


mb of Hoomaioon to 


aum Kaudir went out to the to : 
ae one of the muti- 


if : ch argument, 
pacify the Robhillas. After mu' : oe 
neers, drawing his dagger, rufhed towards him, but was a 
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ped by his companions. At length, the troops were fatisfied 
with the aflurance of receiving two months ‘pay immediately 
and Gholaum Kaudir returned to the palace. ; 
3 ks “os Sa : 
Sept. 3d. News arrived that the zemindars in *Sarangpore were in 
arms; on which account Gholaum Kaudir has refolved to 
march to Ghofeghur, leaving Ifimaeel Beg Khan in Dhely, to 
defend it againft the Mharattas, _ ; : 
















Sept, 4th. Gholaum Kaudir is preparing for his march. A new quar- 
rel has arifen between him and Ifmaeel Beg Khan*concerning 
the divifion of the plunder. 


Sept. sth. Bedar Shaw requefted, by meflage, that Gholaum Kaudir 

; would permit barbers to be admitted to Shaw Aulum and his 
fons, who had not been fhaved fince the day of his dethrone- 
ment. It was allowed. Gholaum Kaudir has been the whole 
day drinking, and liftening to the finging girls. 
POS si 

Sept. 6th. A wife of the deceafed emperor Ahmed Shaw died in the 
palace, and Gholaum Kaudir would not permit the body to be 
carried out for interment, though Bedar Shaw entreated his 
permiffion. The Rohilla has been this day confulting with his 
officers, concerning his defence again{t the Mbharattas. 


Sept. 7th. As Gholaum Kaudir was fitting under a tree this day, a 
black fhake fell upon him from one of the branches, but he 
received no injury. A quantity of gold and jewels was dif- 
covered in the ceiling of a chamber. Part of the Rohilla army 
crofied the river, on which the Mbharattas retreated to fome 

iftance. 
Brae ; Bedar 


3 The territory inherited by Gholaum Kaudir from his father Zabtah Khan, 
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Bedar Shaw obferved to his attendants, 
ftrange empire, for he could not eyen in 

> obtain nec j 
family; that he read the koraun nightly, flept fe 
ground, and prayed at midnight, in hopes that God hii 
mercy would have pity on his fituation. Gholaum Kaudir ree 
viewed his artillery, and is Preparing to march. 


that 













Gholaum Kaudir continues ‘his preparations to: 


Gholaum Kandir divided the royal tents aitiong ye 
followers. 


Nothing remarkable occurred till the fourteenth, when Gh 
Taum Kaudir, alarmed at information of Ifmaeel Beg’s being 
treaty with Sindia to deliver him wp to that chief {fu 
left the palace, and fwam the Jumna on an elephant to 
the part of his army encamped on the other fide. In a few 
days, however, he returned; and going to Shaw Aulum, aflured 
him, that though he might reign again if the Mharattas were 
victorious, he fhould not enjoy the prefence of his children, as 
they fhould be put to death in cafe of his defeat. The favage ee 
Rohilla then obliged all the fons of the unfortunate emperor = 
to embark in a boat, and crofs the river to his camp. Akber ; 
Shaw making fome refiftance, Gholaum Kaudir drew his feymetar, 
and threatened to kill him if he did not embark, when the 
prince was obliged to comply. The plunder of the palace was 
alfo all carried off in boats. The day following, the Rohilla 
returned to the citadel, and feverely beat Shaw Aulum with 
his own hands, threatening to murder all the princes. He then 
obliged the aged Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal to go to his camp, in defpite of ‘their lamentations and . 
entreaties. Then fetting fire to all the combuftible parts of the 


citadel, he evacuated it, with his followers, and repaired to his 
camp. 
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camp. Upon _ his departure, _ 1 detac ent of Mharattas took 


a de 
pofleffion of the cit ind alace. Xana Khan, the chief, re- 
leafed Shaw Br sont “confinement, and ordered refreth- 
ments for the _ unfortunate emperor and the sumerous perfons 
in the haram, who, for feven days, had been able to procure 
‘no fuftenance, but dry grain and water. New coins were or- 
dered to be ftruck in the name of Shaw Aulum, who was 
again treated as emperor; but he wifhed to decline the throne 
in favour of Akber Shaw, whom he had always intended for 
his fucceffor. 





nis aemat 
~~ Gholaum Kaudir, a few days after his departure from Dhcely, 
difgufted at fome “behaviour of Bedar Shaw, or hoping to ob- 
tain an accommodation with the “Mharattas by regaining the 
favour of Shaw Aulum, dethroned his newly made fovereign, 
and acknowledged,. as emperor, Akber Shaw. Such was the 
affeGtion of Shaw Aulum to his fon, that on hearing of his 
exaltation, he wrote to Gholaum Kaudir and the treacherous 
navob Nazir, affuring them of his pardon for the injuries he 
had faftained by their conduét, and thanking them for placing 
his fon on the throne. He entreated Rana Khan, the Mha- 
ratta general, to acknowledge Akber Shaw; but that chief re- 
fufed, faying, “ He could not, while the prince was in fac 
«only a prifoner, in the hands of Gholaum Kaudir Khan.” 


_ Rana Khan having fettled affairs at Dhely, and being re- 
inforced by navob Alee Bahadur with a confiderable force from 
Dekkan, crofled the Jumna, to oppofe Gholaum Kaudir Khan. 
That chief, finding it impoffible to ftand againft fo powerful 
an enemy, endeavoured to make his retreat into his own coun- 
try, but was intercepted. He took refuge in the town of Mhirta, 
and made propofals of fubmiffion; but the Mharattas would not 
accept them; and on the twenty firft of December, 1788, made a 
; general 
= 
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general aflault on the place. Gholaum Kaudir defended 
felf a whole day againft their attacks; but coin e 
in the end be reduced, he in the night mount 
and made his efcape, leaving his followers to ihift for 
felves. He had not rode many miles, when his horfe ] 
bled, and Gholaum Kaudir was fo bruifed by the fall he term 
ceived, that he could not move. In this fituation he was found 
by fome villagers, who took him prifoner to the Mbaratta mp. 
He had, previous to his flight, concealed the moft 
jewels acquired from the plunder of the palace, in ; 
and houfings. To whofe lot this prize fell, is not known, as 
the horfe was never found, The navob Nazir, and other chit 
who had remained in Mhirta, were in the morning obliged to 
furrender with the troops at the difcretion of the enemy. 
Jaum Kaudir was at firit treated with diftinétio 
into heavy irons, with his companion in treachery, the na 
Nazir. Akber Shaw and the other fons of Shaw Aulum, with 
the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, alfo the 
depofed Bedar Shaw, were refpeétfully treated by Rana Khan, 
who fent them to Dhely, with a proper efcort for theit pro- 
tection. Bedar Shaw was remanded to imprifonment. 





The Mharattas poffefled themfelves of Ghofeghur, and the 
territories of Gholaum Kaudir Khan. They are now without 
a rival in the direction of the emperor, and likely to remain 
fo, as long as their own flate fhall remain free from internal 
commotions, and the neutrality of the Englifh and the nayob 
vizier, with refpect to the imperial affairs, be obferved. ed 


While a prince of the houfe of Timur is efteemed as a 
neceflary pageant for the veneration of the people, we thall . 
continue to hear of an emperor of Hindooftan; but it is very 
improbable that any future poffeffor of the throne, ~will ever 
Vou. Il. Qq acquire 


405 


AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 


acquire the fmalleft independance on the - will of the power 
which proteéts his perfon, whether Hindoo or Mahummedan. 
The rulers of the different provinces have, as yet, been con- 
tented to acknowledge a nominal fubmiffion to an emperor, 
from motives of convenience. It has prevented the jealoufy of 
their equals, and given a fanétion to their ufurpations with the 
people, who have yet regarded the Timur family as the foun- 
tain of honours and employments ; but, except over Dhely, a 
fmall tra& around it, and during a few years in Korah and 
Aleabad, the emperors have had no real territorial authority, 
fince the reign of Mahummud Shaw. The Mharattas once 
attempted to fet up a fovereign of their own at Dhely*; and, 
fhould they not be interrupted in their prefent career of vic- 
tory, may, in a few years, throw afide the family of Timur, 
and declare the raja of Sittarra, or their pefhwa, emperor of 
Hindooftan, or at leaft of the extenfive fhare of it in their 
poffeffion. 





Since this conclufion, the wretch Gholaum Kaudir was 
punifhed by Sindia. His ears, nofe, arms, and legs, were cut 
off; and in this mutilated ftate he was fent to Shaw Aulum, 
but died on the road to Dhely. Shaw Aulum has reaflum- 
ed the throne, if fuch it may be called, and fubfifts on the 
bounty of Sindia, who is -employed in reducing the Jeypore 


country. 
1792. 


By the laft advices, Sindia had levied contributions from 


_ the Jeypore, Odipore, and Jodepore rajas, and obliged them to 


cede 


« The failure of which attempt has been related in the defeat of the Bhaow, 
by the Abdallec Shaw, in the preceding pages. 
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cede fome parts of their country, and pay tribute for the refs 
Shaw Aulum continues a mere penfioner on this chief. The 2 
fuccefles of the Englih, Nizam, and Mharattas againft Tippoo 
Sultan, and the partition of his territories, promife fome con= 
tinuance of peace to Hindooftan; where it is probable, how- 
ever, the fun of Timur has fet for ever. . 


END OF AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS 
IN THE EMPIRE OF HINDOOSTAN. 













= das wo yw 





her 

















Ir was fuppofed, that an account of the affairs of Bi 
with which we are fo nearly concerned, would be more 

able to the reader feparately detailed, as nnegtion — 
have been frequently broken off b the 


provinces, has been nearly independant of the emper 
feveral navobs remitting only a wifling part of the 
court, and the Englifh government, fince depa 
Aulum in 1771 from under our protection, has 

any other acknowledgment of his fovereignty 
name on the coin.and in fome of the orde 


to native officers; if we except a few inconfideral 


offered him on the great Mahummedan feftivals. 


At the death of Aurungzebe, and for f 
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PREFACE. 


Khan, of whom an account has been publifhed by Mr. Grap- 


win, and alfo of his fucceffor Shujah ad Dowlah. His fon 


Serferauz ad Dowlah was depofed by Mahabut Jung, {tiled 
alfo Aliverdee Khan, whofe life begins the following pages. 
This was compiled from a Perfian manufcript. The tran- 
faGtions from his laft illnef’ were tranflated from the Perfian 
hiftory of Bengal, as literally as poftible, of *Gholaum Houf- 
fein Khan, a learned and refpectable character, once of 
greater confequence, but now, if living, a member of the na- 


- tive court of judicature under the moft worthy navob Alee 


Ibrahim Khan; the eftablifhment of which by Mr. Hastincs 
reftored juftice and police to a great capital, in whichethey’ had 
long been neglected. 


An Fnglith tranflation of this has, I underftand, been publifhed in Calcutta, 
by Muftapha, a French muffulmaun, which I fhould have wifhed to have com~- 
pared with my own, but have not been able € procure it. 


HISTORY 
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Manuasut Jung’ was originally named Meerza Mahummud 
Alee. His father, Meerza Mahummud, an officer in the fer- 
vice of the prince Azim Shaw, on the death of ‘his patron 
falling into diftrefs, moyed from Dhely to Cuttac, the capital 
of Oriffa, in hopes of mending his fortune under Shujah ad 
Dowlah, a diftant relation to his wife. Shujah ad Dowlah was 
fon in law to Jaffier Khan, foubahdar of Bengal, from whom. 
he held Orifla, as deputy governor, He received his relation 
with kindnefs, appointing an allowance for his fupport; which 
induced Meerza Mahummud to fend for his fon, who accordingly 
repaired to Cuttac, and was entertained by. Shujab ad Dowlah F 
in his fervice, at a monthly ftipend of one hundred rupees, Tn 

a fhort time, the abilities of Mahunmud Alee engaging the 
efteem of his patron, he gradually entrufted him with com- 
mands againft rebellious zemindars, in which he proved himfelf 
worthy of confidence, and was generoully rewarded by higher | 
trufts. He now invited his elder brother Hajee Ahmud, then 
returning from a pilgrimage to Mecca, to join him; and on 
his arrival he, as alfo his three fons, Mahummud Reza, Ma- 
hummud Saeed, and Mahammud Hashim, were enrolled in the 
Worle Rr fervice 
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fervice of Shujah ad Dowlah, at falaries of fifty, thirty, twenty, 
and fifteen rupees per month; but as the influence of Ma. 
hummud Alee encreafed, they were proportionably raifed to 
higher employments. 

Jaffer Khan, being difpleafed at Shujah ad Dowlah’s hay- 
ing neglected his daughter for other women, left at his death 
the fucceffion to his government to his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah 
Serferauz Khan; but Shujah ad Dowlah having more intereft 
at the court of Dhely than his fon, procured the foubahdary 
for himfelf; when Serferauz Khan dutifully fubmitted to his 
authority, on promife of fucceeding his parent, and continued to 
hold the office of +imperial dewan under him. 


Shujah ad Dowlah, thinking himfelf greatly indebted to the 
abilities and fidelity of Mahummud Alee and Hajee Ahmud, 
for his eafy acquifition of the government of Bengal, purfued 
no meafure without their advice. On the former he beftowed 
the *fojedaury of Raujemahal, and procured for.him from the 
emperor a “munfub and the title of Aliverdee Khan. The latter 
was appointed fuperintendant of the cuftoms of Moorfhudabad, 

and 


= Superintendant of the collections. While the authority of the emperors 
was properly obferved, the dewan of a province managed the revenues, and 
‘the nazim, or foubahdar, had no power over them, his office being folely that of 
commander in chief and difpenfer of criminal law ; 
he ufurped the rights of the dewan, whofe office became nominal only. Lord 
Clive obtained it for the company, who reclaimed the proper exertion of the 
office, but have not for fome years remitted any part of the revenue to Dhely, 
During Shaw Aulum’s refidence under their Protection, he received annually 
twenty fix lacs of rupees; but on quitting. it, this tribute was withheld. 

* The fojedaur in his diftri& had the fame authority as the nazim of a 
province; but latterly, his office has been confined to the fuperintendance of 
police. 

¢ Commander of a body of cavalry, fometimes nominal only, for the pure 
Pole of giving a title, as all rank is military in Hindooftan, 


but as the empire declined, 
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and his three fons to confiderable employments. Thefe diftines a ” 
tions were but the paths to higher offices, as, in a fhort time 
after, the province of Bahar being conferred by the emperor 
on Shujah ad Dowlah, he entrufted the government of it to 
Aliverdee Khan, obtaining for him additional rank, and the 
title of ‘Mahabut Jung. Hajee Ahmud was created dewan to 
the navob, and his fons raifed to the governments of large dit 
tris in Bengal and Bahar. 


Shujah ad Dowlah after twelve years’ government of Ben- Fak 15 
gal, (the inhabitants of which ftill fpeak with veneration of the “=~ *” 


lenient exercife of his authority,) dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, a young prince, whofe 
character as a moral and religious man ftands high on the pages 
of native hiftory. Eufuff Alee Khan} who writes that of Ma- 
habut Jung, and ftrives to apologife for his ufurpation, as the 
effect of neceflity and felf-defence, fays, “ Serferauz Khan was 
‘* a prince of exemplary virtue; for though he poffefied we 
incitement to voluptuoufnefS in addition to the feafon st 
« youth, yet he was not addicted to fenfual je : 

<< during his thort government, in the courfe of which I was 
conftantly with him, I never beheld in his conde even a 
tendency towards a vicious action, But, alas! he ee ig- 
norant of the arts of policy, and poffefed not an addrefs or 
manners to conciliate the world, fo that he became a prey 


to the machinations of his enemies. 


‘ 


« 


a 


« 


a 


Serferauz Khan at firft confirmed all the fervants i if 
father in office, but fhortly, impelled by the “nae coed 
own dependants, who peer vie 7 ips mea 

f k the dewann 
tages of government, he too ig 
and remoyed his friends eg ae ne Royroyan ae 


® Impreffing terror in ware 
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Seet from their employments; which gave much difguft to the 
*two brothers, who had for fome years, through their influence 
with Shujah ad Dowlah, governed Bengal. Hajee Ahmud re- 
folved on the deftruétion of his mafter, and ptivately concert~ 
ed with Mahabut Jung to depofe him 3 but at the fame 
time had the addrefs to make Serferauz Khan believe, till too 
late, that he was attached to his interefts, and even to perfuade 
him to difband a great part of his army, fo unneceffarily ex. 
penfive in a time of profound peace: He pretended that he 
was weary of the cares of office, and to thank the navob for 
relieving him of a burden, and giving him the indulgence of 
religious retirement in his old age; at the fame time exprefi- 


"ing his readinefs to give his advice on public affairs. His 


hypocrify fucceeded on the unfufpecting mind of the prince, 
though he was frequently warned by friends of the danger of 
confiding in a difplaced minifter, and continuing his fons. and 
dependants in the government of diftri&ts, which they yet en- 
joyed. He even communicated to Hajee Ahmud advice which 
had been given him to feize the perfons of himfelf and fa- 
mily; but this mark of fincerity, inftead of gaining their loyalty, 
only ferved ‘to make them haften’ the work of treachery, leit 
the navob fhould in. time be prevailed upon to follow the 
wholefome counfel of his real friends. ‘The apologifts of Ma- 
habut Jung fay, that he had originally no defigns on Bengal, 
but wifhed only to be’ continued in the government of Bahar; . 
and would “not have confpired. againft his patron, had he not 
been perfuaded by his brother, that his office and even life 
was in danger. Be this as it may, fome months after his ac- 
: : ’ : ceffion, 

«Tt has been faid, (how truly I know not, as I have heard it contradigted 


by many perfons) that the following circumftance encreafed the difguft of the 
Seets. A near relation of their’s, a young lady of uncommon beauty, was forced 


~ to thew herlelf to the navob, who, however, did not offer any other injury; 


but this was one, not to be forgiven confiftent with Indian honours 








» Tt is moft probable that this information was true, as the cou 
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ceffion, Serferauz Khan, who had not yet. received the roy 
grants of confirmation in his government, received. intelli 
from his agent at Dhely, that Mahabut Jung had 


of Dhely was become notorioufly corrupt; and even its weak- 
nefs made the emperor, on the vacancy of government deaf ee 
to jufter claims, and beftow the fucceffion on him whot 
was the ftrongeft, as the only mode of preferving an 
ledgment of his authority. Raa 


Serferauz Khan now began to be alarmed; and, in order 
to reduce the influence of Mahabut Jung, he recalled 
ftationed with hith in Bahar; but they did not obe} 
next tried conciliatory meafares to gain his attach ent, al 
propoféd an alliance between his own fon and a niece of Ha 
Ahmud; but this offer was rejected, and taken hold of asa 
pretence for rebellion, under colour of the young lady's hayiag 
been already betrothed to another, which made the propofal an 
indignity to the whole family, that ought to_be -revenged, 
Hajee Ahmud and_ his fons wrote heavy complaints of this in- 
falt to Mahabut Jung, affuring him, that the navob meant 
forcibly to celebrate the nuptials, and unlefs he thould ae 
them, by fpeedily marching to Bengal and oe lady. 
and themfelves from his power, their family would e 
ed, and perhaps cut off in defending their reputation; ee 
To account for the felf-fecurity of Serferauz: mit a 
ble; for, though informed that M ut 
his forces, and that he entertained trea~ 


F ; were left at liberty, 
fonable defigns, Hajee Ahmud and his tee ae 


he 
and Atta Oollah Khan, the father of t mee 
mand of the frontier ftation towards Bahar ; nor did a 


tyrant. 
this period is impoffi 


Jung was encreafing 
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the precaution to colle& his troops. | enly he recej & 
vice, that Mahabut Jung had i een, ke. 
than three days’ march from the capital, with his. army, hav= 
ing gained the pafles by the connivance of Atta Oollah Khan, 
the fojedaur of that diftri@. From hence he had a letter from 
the rebel, fetting forth, that as the indignities offered to his 
family had amounted to perfonal difhonour, he had marched 
thus far without orders, but hoped he fhould not be obliged to 
come to extremities he wifhed to avoid; and promifing ‘to re- 
tire, if the navob would fend his brother and nephews with 
their families and effe&ts to his camp. 
(Ralliart ative ei Sonn ahs 

Serferauz Khan on this occafion rejected the advice of his 
friends to confine Hajee Ahmud, who, with folemn affevera- 
tions, declaring that Mahabut Jung would on his being allow- 
ed to vifit him, retire to his government, unlefs the navob 
fhould invite him to his prefence as a mark of favour, was 










‘Permitted to depart with his family. The navob difpatched with 


him two confidential perfons, to affure Mahabut Jung of his 
regard, and learn, if poffible, his real intentions. At the fame 
time, he moved from the capital with about four thoufand 
horfe, and proceeded by eafy marches towards the rebel. On 
the fourth day his agents returned, bringing him aflurances 
from Mahabut Jung that he was loyal to his perfon and go- 
vernment; but requefted that Ghofe Mahummud Khan and 
others, who he knew had prejudiced the navob againft hin, 
might be removed from court, that he might fafely come and 
pay his refpeéts; alfo, that feven lacks of rupees would be 
given to pay the arrears of thofe troops who had been detached 
with him from Bengal by the late navob. 

Ova rere . 

 Serferauz Khan now was not to be longer deceived. He 


_ faw the demands of the rebel in their true light, as made only 


oees to 
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to deprive him of his real friends, and render him a 
lefS prey to treachery; but, inftead of boldly conti 
march, he imprudently oppofed art to art; in whic 
unequal, He feemingly affented to the requefts of Maha b 
while he fent emiffaries with large fums to bribe his followe 
to defert him; but they betrayed their commiffion, and the reb 
taking immediate advantage of the navob’s fecurity in’ the fu 
cefs of his {cheme, while negotiations were dependin fonial 
his camp. Serferauz Khan was flain, it is fuppofe 
treachery of his attendants, in the beginning of the a 
troops, after a very gallant refiftance, in which fuccefs o} 
remained’ doubtful, were defeated, and Mahabut Jung became 
by his victory, foubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, Ser- 
ferauz poffeffed the government only one year and two mont 
being in his thirty fixth year at the time of his de 
happened in the year 1739: : 
Two days after his victory, Mahabut Jung entered the capital, 
and repairing firft to the apartments of Nuffeefa Begum, daugh- 
ter to Shujah ad Dowlah, entreated her pardon for the {laughter 
of her brother, and affured her of his protection to herfelf and 
the furvivors of her family. He then afcended the mufnud in 
the hall of audience, and his authority as foubahdar “was ac= 
knowledged by the officers of government and inhabitants of 
the city. Having poffeffed himfelf of the treafures of the we Ae 
fortunate Serferauz Khan, which had accumulated to an im= ‘s, 
menfe amount by the favings of his grandfather and father, and 5 
had not been diminifhed, Mahabut Jung fent a corore of rup 
in money, and to the amount of feventy lacs in jewels,. plates 
and rich goods, as an offering to the empernt sian ==? 
turn for this mark of obedience, fhortly after confirme' ee 
in the government of the three foubahs of Bengal, Bahar, ani 


trifing part of his 
Oriffa. It is faid, thefe fums were but a S voces 


ia 
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acquifitions. He conferred large fums on his relations and ad- 
herents, and beftowed an ample | lity on the troops. Having 
arranged the affairs of Bengal, he prepared to reduce Orifla, 
which was as yet unfubdued to his government. 










- Moorfhud Koollee Khah, deputy governor of Orifia, fon in 
law to Shujah ad Dowlah who had married the fifter of the 
late navob, on his overthrow had at firft quietly acknowledged 
Mahabut Jung as foubahdar, and was continued in office; but 
foon afterwards, at the inftigation of his wife and Baukir 

than, his fon in law, who reproached him with cowardice in 
fubmitting to a traitor, he withdrew his allegiance, and pre~ 
pared to revenge the murder of his brother in law; for which 
purpofe he levied an army, and invited the officers of the late 
navob to join his ftandard again{t the ufurper. 


Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of his defigns, regarding 


them as the effect of artful perfuafion on his mind, was wil- 


ling if poffible to avoid a rupture, and wrote letters of affurance 
that he had no enmity towards him; but, as circumftances had 
rendered his ftay in his territories hazardous for. the peace of 
both parties, he entreated he would remove either to Dhely by 
way of Moorfhudabad, or to Dekkan, which was nearer Cut- 
tac, with his family and effects: Moorlhud Koollee Khan, juftly 
fearing oppofition to Mahabut Jung fruitieis, would have fol- 
lowed this advice; but his wife and Baukir Khan, by threats of 


_ depriving him of. his weaith and imputations of cowardice, 


prevailed upon him to anfwer the navob’s letters by infults and 
defiance. Mahabut Jung upon this, leaving hus brother Hajee 
Ahmud and his nephew Shawamut Jung in charge of his capital, 
moyed with an army towards Cuttac. 


iy 


2 sinh. Pope On 
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On intelligence of his approach, Moorthud Kooll 
having {ummoned his friends to a confultation, Pind 
before them, and after inveighing againft ties ufu ; 
treachery of Mahabut Jung, declared his intentions of 
him, fhould they be firm in fupport and attachment ; but ot 
to retire to fome place of fecurity with his family. The affe 
bly unanimoufly affured him of their fidelity and readinefs to 
engage in war, and the chiefs of the army at his r e 
girt the fabre round his waift. After this, estar 
Cuttac, and encamped in a ftrong fituation, furrounded by 
woods and a river, fortifying his camp with nearly three hun= 
dred pieces of cannon, 


Mahabut Jung fpeedily arrived on the bank of th 
within a few miles of the enemy, and halted long, b 
pable of diflodging him from ‘his fecure pofition, In th 
ation his camp was but ill fupplied with provifions, the zeminda as 
being attached to Moorfhud Koollee Khan, and cutting off his ~ 
convoys, fo that the troops foon began to murmur. Meer= 
za Baukir Khan, learning the diffatisfaction of the nayob’s — 
army, contrary to the remonftrances of Moorfhud Koollee Khan, — 
at length imprudently moved from his camp and offered bat- 
tle; which was gladly accepted by Mahabut Jung. The en- 
gagement was long and bloody, but finally decided in favour 
of the latter. Moorfhud Koollee Khan, his fon in law, and chief | 
dependants, made good their retreat to Balafore, a feaport town, — 
from whence they embarked on board fhips, and arrived {af 
at Maffulipatam, on the coaft of Coromandel, where the 






eneroufly received by the fojedaur, Anwer ad Dien Khan. The 
a of ese on the borders of Oriffa, hearing of their 
flight, with a magnanimous humanity detached a force to Cute 
tac, and brought off their families and treafure in fafety to his 
Vot. Il. Sf refidence, 
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t » Baukir Khan, who was 


See 


refidence, where he deliyered then 
fent to receive them. — : 







Mahabut Jung after his victory marched to Cuttac, and hay- 
ing arranged the affairs of the province, entrufted the govern- 
ment to his nephew Sowlut Jung, one of the fons of Hajce 
Ahmud. He then returned to Moorfhudabad, and employed 
himfelf in regulating the concerns of Bengal, in which he con~ 
fulted the eafe and fatisfaction of the public. To the women, 
and dependants of the late navob he granted liberal allowances, 
them lands and houfes at Dacca, where they re- 
tire Begum, fifter to Alla ad Dowlah, having accepted 
the fuperintendance of the haram of Shawamut Jung, was treated 
with the higheft refpeét, and the revenue of the *KhaufS Ta- 
look and all eftates bought by her grandfather, Jaffier Khan, 
left at her difpofal. A fon of her brother's, born on the day 
of his death, whom fhe had adopted, was permitted to refide 
vik her, and treated with parental fondnefs by Mahabut Jung 

HS Bats 2b eine = aud ae 

Sowlut Jung, in his government of Cuttac did not act with 
that prudence becoming his fituation. He vexed the adherents 
of Moorfhud Koollee Khan, who had remained in the province 
under promife of not being molefted in their eftates, by fines 
and extortion, on pretence that they had {ecreted money be- 
longing to their late chief; and, being much addiéted to plea- 
fure, was guilty of excefles in procuring women for his haram 
from the inhabitants. To thefe oppreffions he added an impo- 
litic neglect of the troops ftationed with him by his uncle, in 
leffening their pay to garrifon allowance, which gave great dif- 
guft, fo that numbers left his fervice. Their places he filled 

yee with 







* A diftri& round Moorfhudabad, of which Jaffier Khan had purchafed the 
proprietary. 
7 . 
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with natives of Cuttac, who, for the fatisfattion of Ii 


home, accepted of a trifling falary. Thefe men | 

attached to the late governor, whofe fon in law no 
on the borders ,of the province, in hopes of Opportunity 
ing to renew his attempts. The conduct of Sowlut Jung 
coming daily more oppreffive to the people, they at le 
invited Moorfhud Koollee Khan to return; but he was too 
of his prefent retirement to hazard his perfon, and rejected the 
offers. They then had recourfe to Baukir Khan, w 
accepted their promifes of fupport; and meafures were {0 f 
contrived, that Sowlut Jung was fuddenly taken prifoner in his 
palace in a general infurrection of the people, and delivered to 
Baukir Khan, who affumed the government of Cuttac, 


Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of this event, | 0 
in preparing to remedy the difafter, His brother” Hi eo 
mud, and the mother of Sowlut Jung, apprehenfive for the 
fafety of their fon, would have prevailed upon him to give 
up Oriffa to Baukir Khan on promife of allegiance, and ats 
tributed his faccefs to aids he had received from Nizam‘ al 
Moolk, whom it would be impolitic to difpleafe, as it might 
bring upon him the force of Dekkan and lofs of Bengal ; but 
he paid no attention to their advice. Ina thort time his forces 
were ready; and, having left Shawamut Jung in the command 
of Moorfhudabad, he began his march at the head of twenty 
thoufand horfe and foot. As an encouragement to his chiefs, 
he had ordered them to make confiderable additions to their 
corps, and promifed a reward of a lac of rupees to the perfon 
who fhould recover Sowlut Jung from captivity, and if he fhould 
be the commander of a corps, to give two months pay ad- 
ditionally to each man. 


Sf2 Baukir 
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Baukir Khan, on the approach of the navob, entrenched 
himfelf on the banks of the Mahanuddee; but having little 
hope of fuccefs againft fo powerful n enemy, fent off his bag- 
gage and family to Dekkan. Refolved that Sowlut Jung thould 
not furvive his defeat, he placed him in a covered ‘rutt under 

5 “of two Moguls, who had orders to kill him, thould 
of Mahabut Jung purfue and come up with them. 

















To make his death the furer, he privately ordered the efcort of 


horfe who guarded the carriage, on the approach of an enemy, 
to thruft their {pears into it, and deftroy both the victim and 
the executioners. Mahabut Jung attacked the entrenchments of 
Baukir Khan, who was deferted in an inftant by his troops, 
too much intimidated to make refiftance; and the victors pur- 
fued fo clofely, that they f{peedily overtook the efcort of Sowlut 
Jung, when numerous fpears were thruft i the carriage, 


-and one of the Moguls was killed, but Sowlut Jung efcaped 


unhurt, by the wounded man’s falling upon him. The other 
Mogul was flightly wounded, and made his efcape, while the 
purfuers were releafing their recovered prince. Mahabut Jung 
having returned thanks for his eafy victory, and the fafety of 
his nephew from fuch imminent danger, fent him, with a 
confiderable force for his protection, to his parents at Moor- 
fhudabad, not thinking it prudent to entruft him again with 
Ig of Cuttac. The women and family of Sowlut 





» who had been detained prifoners in a fortrefs, were re- 
Teafed on news of the victory by the garrifon, and efcorted 
fafely to him. ‘The navob, having regulated the affairs of the 
recovered province, gave the deputation of it to an officer of 
experience, named Mahummud Mafoom; and apprehending no 
new danger near, permitted moft of the troops to retire to their 
homes, while he, with only his principal chiefs and about five 
thoufand horfe, marched ‘flowly towards his capital, enjoying 

the 


* A carriage drawn by oxen, 
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the amufement of hunting on the way; but this calm 
fuddenly overcaft by ftorms, which threatened his) defer 
and the defolation of the provinces. eos oS 














gence arrived that Bofkar Pundit had been detached by Rago= 
jee Bhofelah, the Mbharatta chief of Berar, at the head of forty, 
thoufand horfe, to demand the *choute of Bengal, and ; 
rapidly advancing towards him; but the navob, not e 
that they would enter by Oriffa, was little alarmed at the re- 
port, as he had received advice of their intention to pafs through — 
Bahar, and had intended on his return to the capital to take 
meafures to refit them, for which he fancied he fhould have 
ample time before they could reach that province. In’ thi 
however, he was miftaken, as an exprefs fuddenl 
the enemy was within twenty eof of his camp. habut Jang 
upon this haftened his march to Burdwan, a confiderable town, — 
intending to place in it his heavy baggage, and engage the 
Mharattas. Shortly after his arrival they appeared, and laid watte 
the environs of the camp with fire and {word Some fkirmifhes 
took place with little lofs on either fide 5 the enemy, whofe 
object was plunder only, not chufing to rifk a general a 
Some days pafled in this manner, when Bofkar Raow te 

ating the country for a contr bution of ten lacs of rupees, 
ease 5 ung refolved to pufh his 
but this was refufed; and Mahabut Jung Seas 

he could recruit his {cattered 

way to Moorfhudabad, tae rape e heanpilal 
force. He iflued ie wm ise. wt Burdwanj-s kai 
cents fev alarmed to truft themfelyes in the town 5 


as they were too Sea tacit On 
but the confequence of their difobedience wa: a‘ os meet 


the firft day’s march, the Mbharattas furrounde ames 


which the. Mharattas demanded from. every 


h enue! 
+A fount eee he account of Dekkan. 


province. This claim is explained in t 
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Mahabut Jung, unable to 
Jefs attendants and marke 
lefs than five thou 
lofing the chief p 


he halted for the 






defen us crowd of ufe- 


had 
baggage, artillery, and tents. When 
the night, only a fmall tent could be procured 
ion. He now difpatched a meflenger with offers 
he ten lacks of rupees to the Mharattas; but Bofkar 
Raow refufed, and demanded a *corore, with all the elephants 
belonging to the navob. Mahabut Jung refufed {uch degrading 
conceffions, and the next day proceeded on his march, ° which 
a as ufual; and what little baggage remained fell a 
] my; who, however, could make no impreflion 
ain body, and were often repulfed from the charge. 
For three days a running fight was kept up, during which the 
greateft diftrefs for provifions and fhelter from heavy rain was 
experienced by the troops of Mahabut Jung. On the fourth he 
reached Cutwa, which the Mbharattas had laid wa(te, and de- 
ftroyed large magazines of grain by fire; but enough remained, 
Be a ahs ftate, to be an acceptable fupply to an 
army almoft perifhing with hunger. Here the navob encamped, 
on the bank of the river Bhaugruttee, fecured by his pofition 
from further infult of: the enemy; and having written to his 
capital of the fituation he was in, Sowlut Jung joined him ex- 
peditioufly with a confiderable reinforcement, and plentiful fup- 
plies of provifions from the oppofite bank of the river, which 
was yet unmolefted by the enemy. 













us 










ha 





Bofkar Pundit, the Mharatta general, from the fear of paff- 
ing the rains in the country of an enemy who had fo gal- 
lantly oppofed him, would have now retreated to Berar; but 
Meer Hubbeeb, an officer of Mahabut Jung’s, who had - been 
taken prifoner and accepted the fervice of the Mbharattas ad- 

a eo R vifed 


* Upwards of a million fterling, 
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vifed him to remain, offering to provide fubfiftance for his 
and to guide a detachment to Moorfhudabad, which mig 
be plundered, it being unfortified. Bofkar relifhed his pi 
and entrufted him with the command of fome thoufand 
The navob, having intelligence of this defign, left Cutwa, - 
haftened to the capital; where he arrived one day after Meer 
Hubbeeb, who had already plundered the fuburbs, efpecially the 
factory of Juggut Seet, to the amount of three lacs of rupees 
On the arrival of Mahabut Jung he retreated, and pre 

Bofkar to encamp at Cutwa for the rainy feafon; and the navo 
fatisfied with having preferved the city from plunder, defer 
further operations till he could recruit his army, and ftrengthen 
the capital by new works. The enemy, while the fords pet- 
mitted, two or three times advanced to Plaffey and Daoodporc 

not many miles diftant from Moorfhudabad, plundering 
lages, till the {welling of the Bhaugruttee confined B12) 
oppofite fhore. During the rains, Bofkar Pandit, by means of — 
Meer Hubbeeb, poffefled himfelf of Hughly, Injalee, and all 

the diftrits of Burdwan and Midnapore as far as Balafore, alfo 
Bheerbhoom, Raujefhawee, and Raujemahal ; fo that, except 
Moorfhudabad and its environs, nothing remained to the navob 
weft of the Ganges in Bengal; but the diftriéts to the aft of 
that rivér afforded him ample refources. The inhabitants of 
the capital, during the rainy feafon, for the moft part moved 


4 ir families and effeéts acrofs the Ganges for the greater 
ie eae and valuables of Mahabut: 


re alfo fent over that river to Go= 








fecurity. ‘The families, 
ung and his relations, we oe 
li under the care of Shawamut Jung, who ps 2 
the capital after he had provided a place of fafety for = im. 


Mahabut Jung pafled the rainy feafon in raifing ae a : 
and encouraging his troops; to whom he diftributed ten 


i fiirrounded b 
of rupees, which he had promifed them when {trrounde a 
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the Mharattas. The dry weather had not yet commenced, 
when he marched from Moorfhudabad, and croffed the Bhaug- 
ruttee over a bridge of boats, without oppofition from the ene- 
my, who {till continued in their camp at Cutwa, which was 
divided from the navob’s army by a deép rivulet, much {wollen 
by the rains. Mahabut Jung during the night ordered a bridge 
of boats to be thrown acrofs it, which was done without being 
perceived by the enemy. About midnight, Meer Jatlier Khan, 
Muftapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a chofen 
body, began to crofs. Half of this detachment had fcarcely 
reached the oppofite bank, when a boat in the middle of the 
bridge was loofened, and funk by the weight of paflengers ; 
and the troops in the rear prefling on, numbers were pufhed 
in and drowned, before the accident was difcovered. Six hun- 
dred men are faid to have perifhed in this manner; but fuch 
was the ardour of the troops and conduét of Mahabut Jung, 
that the accident was foon repaired, and by daylight the whole 
army had croffed, and prepared to attack the enemy. Bofkar 


-Raow was fo intimidated at this bold and unexpected meature, 


that he fled with the utmoft precipitation, leaving great part 
of his baggage and tents behind him; but was fo rapidly pur- 
fued, as to lofe a confiderable number of men within two cofs 
of Cutwa, where he tried to make a ftand, but in vain, his 
troops flying on the navob’s approach. He continued his re- 
treat to the woods of Pacheet, and was followed by Mahabut 
Jung {0 clofely, that finding it impoffible to gain the pafles by 
this route, he changed it, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb, and 
returned into the forefts of Bifhenpore, fo as to deceive his pur- 
fuers, and gain the open country by way of Chunderkoona into 
Midnapore. Here he encamped, and detached a force again{t 
Cuttac, which was but ill defended by troops ; and the gover- 
nor, Mafoom Khan, rafhly marching out with his {mall force, 
was defeated and flain. 

; Mahabut 


‘Dowlah was conferred on Shawamut Jung, 
saierite 
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Mahabut Jung having’ at laft~ procured! int 
change of the enemy’s route, marched back; an 
Burdwan. From*thence he advanced to Midnapore; 
Raow, encouraged by his late fuccefs againft Mafoom 
him battle, but was defeated with great flaughter, an 
way of Cuttac, to the borders of his own country. Then 
not thinking it neceflary to purfue beyond his own territo 
now completely evacuated by the enemy, having entrufted t 
government of Cuttae to Abd al Ruflool Khan, returned t 
antly to his capital. ‘The emperor Mahummud Shay 
of approbation, now conferred upon, him the title n 
ad Dowlah, with a khelaut, {word and dagger fet with jewels, 
alfo a firpeach and collar of pearls. The title of *Ititham ad 





Dowlah on Sowlut Jung, and tha 

Hybut Jung, his three nephews; and infet 

on the principal officers of his army, = 
Mahabut Jung, on the firft invafion of the Mharattas, i 

applied to the emperor for affiftance ; and Suffder Jung, navo 

of Oude, was ordered with his troops into Bengal, but had ad- 

yanced no farther than’ Patna, the capital of Bahar, when Bolkar 

Raow was defeated. Mahabut Jung, encouraged by victory, now 

thought himfelf fully equal to the defence of his © provinces i 

and informing Spffder Jung’ that he had ‘no further oni 

fuccours, requefted him to quit Patna and return home, Bie : : 

he did, though with fome reluctance, having intended, it ae pa 

had Mahabut Jung been worfted by his enemy, i ae ‘a 

Bahar to his own government. During his ftay Le Pos 

Vor. Il. t : : 

« Force of the ftate. 

> Eminent in the ftate. 

© Regulator of the ftates 

* Dignifier of the ftate. 
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had {elected fome pieces of artill 
the deputy governor for his. 
Mahabut Jung ; and. he 9 of authority in an 
auxiliary, was much off fo that a coolnefs took place be. 
tween. theth ; and.had not Suffder Jung thought’ proper to re- 
ae meee pen rupture would have foon fucceeded 
nis refufal, ares i pucte® 


The attempts of the Mharattas on Bengal did not end with 
the defeat of Bofkar Raow. Ragojee Bhofela, enraged at the 
his general, immedi tel pre jared a new army, at the 

he entered _ engal without delay. At the fame 
Raow, the principal Mharatta chief, advanced 
with -a confiderable force to receive payment of a draft of * eleveri 
lacs of rupees, given by the emperor on Mahabut Jung, but with 
profefled declarations of affording his affitance to him againft 
the former, by orders from Dhely. Ragojee having entered the 


ants belonging to 
the confent of 








‘ i we 
3 BAL QE HT dH 






: SoU Pa et Beerboom, fixed his head quarters in the 


ftriét of wan, While Ballajee marched . thro Bahar to 
the bank of t ae ee very .far from. an Ma- 
habut Jung advanced to meet him, and an interview took place, 
at which it was agreed, that both armies fhould a@& in con- 
junction againit Ragojee. It is fappofed, the navob paid a great 
fum for his alliance with this Mharatta general, whofe coming 
to Bengal is varioufly accounted for. Some attribute it to the 
emperor's orders, in confequence of the requeft of Mahabut Jung; 
others, Bs) the royal anger at his ufiirpation of the government ; 
but it is more ‘probable, that Ballajee was allured by the prof- 
pect of obtaining a confiderable plunder in Bengal, and gratify- 
ing his enmity again{ft the Berar chief, than that he fhewed any 


ol aks je : regard 
‘a Ballajee and Ragojee at this time were at enmity as rivals for the pefh- 
wathip or minifiry of the Mharatta ftates. . 


mr One hundred and ten thoufand pounds. 
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fegard to Mahummud Shaw’s approbation or diflike of the 
duét of Mahabut Jung. Both armies now mar 
Ragojee from Burdwan, and continued together for 4 
when Ballajee,, not liking the flow movement of the Ber 
took upon himfelf the punifhment of the Berar chiefs anc 


the navob. Ragojec fled, as he advanced, to his own country; 


and Mahabut Jung, having thus prudently cleared the province: 
of his enemy, returned to - Moorfhudabad : ise igh 
not in this campaign fuffer lofs in the field, that 


was great, as the unfortunate inhabitants of the defencelels vile 


Jages were plundered without mercy by both the Mharatta 
armies; nor were their calamities yet at an end from the in- 
vaders. e * 


Ragojee the year following again fent OW, § 
head of twenty thoufand horfe, to invade Be but with 
ders to offer peace, fhould the navob fubmit to pay a heavy 
contribution, as he had done to Ballajee. Mahabut Jung on 
their approach moved with his army and encamped at Mun- 
kirra, only ten miles from his capital, having it in contempla- 
tion to take“ advantage of the defire his enemy Pe ee, tae 
to allure the principal chiefs to an interview by PI ; 
large fums, we cut thet off by treachery; which, if effected, 


he could eafily vanquifh an army deprived of its leaders. With — 


fuch views, he difpatched Muftapha Khan and Raja jee 
Ram to the Mharatta camp, with propofals of peace and an 
invitation to Bofkar Raow to come M4 ie ae how oa 

ns of friendfhip be accepted. Bofkar Naow éd heavy 
ies to eit the agents readily confented, cs 
he would vifit Mahabut Jung, who at the fame aa ae 
him friendly letters and valuable prefents. At length, ; e ae 
ratta, blinded by avarice, confented, and a day was appointed. 


i i his intentions to his nephew 
The nayob having oe ta » ed 
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h Beg, commanded 
d draw them up: 
rye ai ie athe ‘orders to 
upon , Bofk: ind his attendants upon a fignal, whic 
appointed, promifing liberal rewards for See a 
pe ND fixed being arrived, Bofkar Raow moved from 
Cutwa with the greateft part of his army, and on his. arrival 
near the navob’s encampment, leaving his troops drawn up in 






within the fkreens 
rufh upon Bofkar a 


order of battle, advanced with other principal chiefs and his 


attendants. The Bengal troops were drawn up to receive 
him. 2} ae nt Bane “he difmounted, and entered the 
lofure, of fkreens with. | lis companions, fupported by Mutta- 
pha and Raja Janegee Ram, who ‘baa after, ie. 
contrived to quit him. Mahabut ‘Jung -eagérly enquired as he 
advanced, which was Bofkar Raow? and on his being pointed 
out, cried out with a loud voice, ** Cut down the infidel.” In 
poe a appointed band rufhed on their viGtims, and Bofkar 
Ws _witl nineteen officers of rdnk, were flaughtered. ‘The 
navob now mounted his elephant, and putting himnfelf at the 
head of his troops, furioufly charged the Mharatta line ; which, 
not expecting an “attack and deprived of their gencrals, was 
routed in an inftant. Mahabut Jung purfued the enemy to 
Cutwa, their ftanding camp, which had been left under the 
command of Ragoo Gicowaur, who had uniformly refufed to ac- 
company Bofkar to the fatal interview. Being informed of the 
fate of “his general, he fled with precipitation, and evacuated 
the provinces without attempting to revenge the maffacre. Ma- 
habut Jung returned to Moorfhudabad; and having diftributed 
ten lacs of rupees, as a gratuity to the troops, conferred liberal 
rewards on thofe chiefs. who had affifted moftly in the com- . 
pletion of his infidious and bloody victory. Hajee Ahmud about 
this time being offended at his brother, for refuting him the . 
fojedaury of Hughly, though he had. a greater revenue than he 
" ; could 
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could expend, and the office he defired was conferred on 


own fon Sowlut Jung, who had been without any 
employment fince his unfortunate adminiftration at Cut 
tired in difguft to Patna, where he devoted himfelf in hi 
age to fenfual enjoyments. 


Mahabut Jung, now freed from foreign enemies, was afidies 
oufly employed in the regulation of his provinces, ae 
plans for the repair of that defolation which the 
{pread through all the diftriéts weft of the river Gang but 
a ftorm foon arofe within his own dominions, which Was Torre 
threatening to his ‘power than the armies of Dekkan. He had, — 
in order to attach his chiefs to his interefy during the war, 
been lavith of his favours, and more fo of promife of future 
rewards; but which, now. finding inconvenient to, 
through ; which gave offence to many, but partic ar 
principal general, Muftapha Khan, 






Muftapha Khan had been conftantly' the chief counfellor and 
agent of Mahabut Jung. To his fidelity and valour he in great 
meafure owed his acquilition of the mufnud of Bengal, and his 
fuccefs over the Mbafatta invaders, To his addrefs he was 
indebted alfo for the decifive, but treacherous blow, given to — 
his enemies, by the late aflaflination of Bofkar Raow and his 
officers; and, itis faid, that for this laft-fervice he had promifed _ Pr 
him the government of Bahar, which was held by his nephew 
and fon in law, Hybut Jung. The general was prefling forthe 
performance of his promife, and in fuch a manner, as thewed 7 
he rather efteemed himfelf the partner in authority tha fervant 
of the navob. Her interfered alfo, by his recommen lations of 
perfons to office, with the plans of. Mahabut Jung, who grant- 
ed many favours to. his importunity, but every compliance was - 


inftantly fueceeded by new requefts; fo that the navob was in 
danger 


4 
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danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a fitua- 
tion which his high fpirit could not brook. .To fuch a pitch 
had Muftapha Khan carried ‘his influ ence, that the zemindars of 
Bengal, when the dewan, or revenue collectors, pufhed them 
for payment, or enforced arrangements, they did not chute, 
a igs. peseliny and juft, bribed him to fkreen them from 
the refentment of the navob ; who, to pleafe his minifter, (whom 
he withed not to difguft in a feafon of danger) too often re- 






_ pealed his own orders, to the injury of his treafury and’ autho- 


rity, infomuch that the civil officers of goyernment became of 






little confequence in the eyes of the renters. Mahabut Jung. 
bore th the ¢ till it. was becoming dangerous ; but on the 
general’s der 


eral diag the province of Bahar, he was obliged to 
refufe, fearing, from his own condug in a fimilar fituation, that 
Muftapha Khan would finally direét the force which that go- 
vernment would give him, againit his patron, as he himtelf had 
done againft the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. He endeavoured, 
however, by every means to fatisfy him for his breach of pro- 
mife, but in vain. Muftapha Khan had refolved to eftablith 
himfelf in Bahar, and would not be put off. It is {aid, that 
he had even views upon Bengal, to fatisfy which he would 
not have {pared the life of his matter? Jealoufies now took 
place, and each party became fufpicious of the other’s intentions, 
Knowing that affaflination was an engine they each could make 
ufe of without remorfe, and which, perhaps, both watched an 
Opportunity to employ. Appearances of regard were however 


kept up between the javob and his general; but the latter now 
always went well guarded in his vilits to court. At length, an 
accident brought affairs to a crifis, which produced an open 
rupture. : 


~ Maftapha Khan, one day intending to pay his refpetts to the 
navob, difpatched before him two of his principal officers, to 


obferve 
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obferve the ftate of the audience chamber, and 1 
were figns of treachery againft him; a precaution he 
fince the coolnefs had taken place. The officers f 
their obeifance fo the prince, fat down to wait the an l 
the general, when, juft as it was announced, a eunuch me 
from the interior apartments, and informed Mahabut Jung, that 
his Begum was fuddenly taken ill, and defired to fee him, th 
navob rofe up, and, retiring, defired that its “oe . 

cufe him for a few minutes to their general, At | ui in 
the tread of feet and uncommon “ruftling was heard in the 
paflage to the haram, which the officers, ever fufpicious of 
treachery, fuppofing to proceed from armed men concealed to 
affaffinate their lord, and the navob’s departuré giving colour to 
their apprehenfions, they ruthed» oe Kg ree V 2 
Khan, who was now alighting in he Nee) eae 
general, prepared for alarm” by the confciounefs ‘of oe Oe evil 
defigns, remounted; and, haftening precipitately to his soe 
ments, refufed to return, though the  navob, who had almo| 
- ‘ | c he chamber of audience, difpatch- 
inftantaneoully come back to t xe inp 
ed after him his nephew Shawamut Jung to intorm 


iti i im, and anxious to enquire the 
he was waiting to receive . him, 


: ith folemn affurances, that no 
caufe of his fudden departure, w1 he return of his nephew, 


i t 
treachery had been intended. On ye 
in perfon to perfuade oO 
Mahabut Jung would have gone im peti ‘aie 
fincerity ; but the entreaties of his family, who were alarmed fo 


i i dous defign. 
his fafety, prevailed upon“ him to give up cr er mr 
Every trial was made to calm the apprehenfio general, 


i ane 
but in vain; and he now openly declared Se ie 
uittine the navob’s fervice with his friends, yeane oa 
aoe pay due to himfelf and fleet ate ne 
eladly complied with his wifhes, and paid wi 


ani i ants; at the fame 
i ining his accounts ; : 
ceen lacs of rupees, without examining SiS. ane 







=» One hundred and feventy thoufand pounds. 


. 
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time commanding him, as he was refolved to leave his fervice, 
to quit his dominions. Muftapha Khan, emboldened by the 


readinefs with which the navob fatisfied his demands, and re-_ 


garding it as a proof of weaknefs and fear, made propofals to 
the Afghaun commanders of corps to depofe Mahabut Jung, 
and divide his territories equally among them. Shumifheer Khan, 
a confiderable chief, agreed to join him; but the reft, as Serdaur 
Khan, Rahim Khan, and others, declined, faying, that if Mahabut 
Jung had injured him by withholding his juft demands, they would 
readily have affifted him in enforcing redrefs; but to mutiny 
for no caufe, or behave ungratefully to their benefactor, they 
efteemed bafe and difhonourable. The navob took care to im- 
prove this good difpofition by prefent gratuities and promifes of 
favour to the loyal chiefs and#their followers; but, not willing 
to hazard the fafety of his capital by proceeding to extremities 
againft the rebel, was content to guard the city from infult, 
and wait patiently for his departure. At length, Muftapha Khan 
having ufed every art, but without effect, to corrupt the army, 
inaiced from Moorfhudabad with upwards of eight thoufand 
horfe and a great number of foot, having previoufly fet fire to 
his cantonments, with the intention of poffeffing himfelf of Bahar. 
The inhabitants of the city, who during the quarrel had been under 
the greateft alarm for their perfons and property, received new life 
from his departure. The navob, having liberally rewarded his 
troops for their fidelity, particularly Serdaur Khan, Rahim Khan, 
and Shumfheer Khan, who had been gained over from. joining 
the rebel, now prepared to purfue him. After a few days, 
leaving the city in charge of his nephew Shawamut Jung, he 
began his march; at the fame time writing to Hybut Jung, 
governor of Patna, the capital of Bahar, not to hazard an én- 
gagement in the field, and if he thought that city not defen- 
fible, to crofs the river, and move down the oppofite bank, till 
he could. form a junction with his grand army. 

Muftapha 





a 
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Muftapha Khan having plundered Raujemahal, and taken _ 


fome elephants and cannon {tationed there to his own ufe, 
‘Seine: ae which he gained. pofleffion with little 

> i in a ruinous ftate. 
towards Patna, hoping to make an eafy con 
eo of his defection having reache 
the Ganges, he ccurned exhale 
town revolved somthin th esti ae ne ee 

ji § the contrary advice of his uncle 
the navob, to oppofe the enemy, pe fuperior in num= 
ber. He difpatched a meflenger to Muftapha Khan, defiring to 
know his intentions, declaring, that if they were to feize the 
city, he muft produce the imperial orders for his conduct, be+ 
fore it fhould be given up; but, if his defign was only to 
pafs through the province into Benaras or Oude, he was wel- 
come to purfue his-route any way but through the capital. The 
rebel infolently replied, « That he thought it incumbent upon 
“him to deftroy + heretics like Mahabut Jung; and as the 
« {cripture faith, © Territory is for him who can conquer it,’ 
«© there was no occafion for the imperial grant.” He concluded 
by afking, * By what authority was his uncle fupported in feiz- 
« ing Bengal, and murdering his fovereign Serferaug Khan?” 


queft of that city ; 
d Hybut Jung, who 


Hybut Jung, not intimidated” at the rebel’s approach, - pre- 
pared to receiye him, though his army did not confijt of more 
than five or fix thoufand horfe, great part of them new levies, 
raifed in a hurry, and inexperienced, The enemy foon appear- 
Vou. Il. Uu ed, 

* Muftapha Khan was a Soonni, the fectaries of which are advocates for 
the juftice of the fucceffion to the prophet of the three firft kaliphs, Aboubeker, 
Omar, and Ofmaun, in prejudice to Alee, the prophet’s fon in law, Mahabut 
Jung was of the Sheea feét, who regard Alee as the fucceflor of the prophet, 
and even his equal in holinefs, The fuperttiticus among them even fay, , that 
God commiffioned the angel Gabriel to deliver his revelation to Alec, but that 
he, by miflake, gave it to Mahummud, 


pro- 


He next advanced’ 





ea 
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ed, and attacked his camp without delay; when Hybut Jung 
was deferted by all his troops, except a few hundred veterans 
who guarded his perfon, on the firft onfet. Muftapha Khan 
was furioufly charging this fmall body, when his elephant dri- 
ver being killed by a mufquet thot, the animal became un- 
ruly, and at the fame time two of his principal officers, Oudal 
haw and Hakeem Shaw, were mortally wounded. Unable to 
manage his elephant, he alighted in order to mount a horfe ; 
but his troops, on miffing him from his *howdah, fuppofed 
him flain, were feized with a panic, and retreated in confufion 
towards their own camp. *Muftapha Khan endeavoured in vain 
to rally and convince them of their error, but was obliged to 
retire. ut Jung, not thinking it prudent to purfue, was 
contented with the repulfe of the enemy, and remained within 
his lines. A diftant cannonade and fkirmifhing was kept up 
for feven days between the two armies, but on the eighth, the 
rebel, after fending off his baggage and tents’ fome miles to 
the weftward of Patna, again attacked the lines of Hybut Jung, 
ge his poft with gallantry and refolution. Muftapha 
an, ‘ill unfortunate, in the beginning of the affault was 
wounded in the. eye with an arrow, which obliged him to re- 
treat; and having now intelligence of the near approach of Ma- 
habut Jung, he judged it beft to give over his defigns on Pat- 
na, and march towards the frontier of Bahar. He was foon 
purfued by the united forces of the navob and his nephew from 
place to place, till he had paffed the borders into the territories 
of Suffder Jung; not chufing to hazard an engagement, as his 
troops were difpirited by their late repulfes, and the lof of their 
two principal chiefs. He expected alfo to be foon joined by 
a body of Mbharattas, in conjunétion with whom he hoped to 
be more fuccefsful at a future period. He retired under the 


ce 
* A feat ufed on elephants. a 
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walls of the fortrefs of *Chunar, and Mahabut Jung di 
chufe to run the rifk of embroiling himfelf with fhe m 
Oude by carrying the purfuit into his dominions. 
The nayob had fcarcely returned to Patna, when he received 
intelligence, that Ragojee Bhofela, encouraged by affurances of 
affiftance from Muftapha Khan, and eager to reyenge the affaffin- 
ation of Bofkar Raow and his officers, had marched towards Ben- 
gal with a large army, and was rapidly advancing. Mahabut 
Jung, leaving Hybut Jung to defend Bahar and watch the mo- 
tions of the rebel, haftened to Moorfhudabad for the defence 
of that city, and prevent, if poflible, a junétion of the Mha- 
rattas with Muftapha Khan. At the fame time he fent an 
ambaflador to endeavour to divert Ragojee from his it 
but that chief, fuppofing Bengal to be in a ftate of di uf 
tion, and the offers of the mavob to proceed from fear, de- 
manded the unreafonable fum of *three corores of rupees as the 
price of his forbearance. Mahabut Jung, though refolyed not 
to confent to terms fo exorbitant and dithonourable, yet willing 
to gain time, in hopes that the rainy feafon, now near, would 
ftop the Mharatta from action, and allow him effettually ~ to 
punith Muftapha Khan, inftruéted his ambaflador to amufe Ra- 
gojee with profeffions of compliance. In confequence of this, 
nearly two months were wafted in negotiation at Burdwan, where 
the enemy encamped; and, at the expiration of that time, Ma- 
habut Jung received the happy intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Muftapha Khan, who had with great additions to his 
former force invaded Bahar, thinking to make it am eafy con- 
queft, as the inyafion of the Mharattas would prevent fuccours 
being fent from Bengal; but the abilities and good fortune of 


i inft him. 
Hybut Jung prevailed again oe The 


2 Chunar is a diftri& in Benaras, and wilt be long celebrated in India for 
having been the refuge of Mr. Hattings during the rébellion of Cheyt Sing, 
> Three millions fterling. 
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The navob, who had continued at his capital in order to 
convince Ragojee that he was fincere in his defire of peace, 
now ordered his ambaflador to return, and fent him this vaunt- 
ing meflage: <¢ ‘Thofe who feek peace from, an enemy, are 
* guided either by a fenfe of their. own lof or inferiority, or 


* hopes of advantage; but, praifed be God, the heroes of the 


faith feel no dread of encountering infidels. Peace therefore 
«« depends upon this, When the lions of Iflaum fhall fo engage 
“« the monfters of idolatry, that they fhall fwim in the blood 
© of each other, and ftru till one party fhall, overpowered, 

for quarter.” Ragojee replied, « that to obtain this crifis, 
ae ad already advanced near a thoufand miles from his 
“own country; but the navob had not yet moved one hun- 
«dred, to do him the honours of a meeting.” Mahabut Jung 
rejoined, ‘ that the rainy feafon being arrived, and Ragojee 
« having fuffered fatigue and inconvenience from his long march, 
« it would be prudent for him to {pend the inclement months 
© in fome convenient fpot, that his troops might refrefh, and 
ree x engagement in the dry feafon, when he would 
“ refpeétfully wait upon him, even to his own dominions.” 
Ragojee, accordingly, encamped in Beerbhoom, and reduced the 
Province of Cuttac and moft of Burdwan by his detachments. 





dist ou 

In the beginning of the cool feafon of 11 58, Mahabut Jung 
marched from his capital to offer battle to the enemy. Rago- 
jee had by this time moved into Bahar, in order to form a 
junction with the remains of Muftapha Khan’s adherents, who 
Rill continued to infeft the hilly: part of that province under 
Mortuzza Khan, fon to the deceafed chief, and Bullund Khan, 
@ principal officer, but were too weak to venture into the open 
country alone. The navob, - not being able to overtake the 
Mharattas, encamped at Baukipore, a thort diftance weft of 
Patna, for fome time; but on hearing that the enemy had 


crofted 
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crofled the Soane to join the Afghauns, he proc 
Aleepore, on the banks of that river, ’ 


Ragojee having effected his purpofe of joining th 
advanced towards the navob’s army in great force, and fever “J 
engagements took place, in all which -the latter was victorious, 
particularly in one, when the Mbharatta general was fo com= 
pletely furrounded that he muft have been taken prifoner, | b 
not Shumfheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, two of Mahabut ae 
officers, who were privately negotiating a treaty with the ene- 
my, purpofely let him efcape. This difcovery of treachery 
alarmed the navob, and he again offered terms to -the Mbha- 
ratta, but Ragojee would not accept them; and feeing no ad- 
vantage in oppofing Mahabut Jung im ‘the field; by advice of 
Meer Hubbeeb, he proceeded fuddenly by quick marches towards 
Moorfhudabad, in hopes of being able to plunder that city 
before the navob could reach it with his army. Mahabut Jung, 
however, moved with fuch expedition, that he arrived only one 
day after the enemy, who had only time to ravage part of the 
fuburbs, and retreated, on his approach, acrofs the river Bhau- 
gruttee. The navob followed Ragojee to Cutwa, near which 
he obliged him to engage, and defeated him with great flaugh- 
ter, when the Mharatta retreated towards Midnapore. Here, 
having received intelligence of infurrections in his gta 
Ragojee returned haftily to Berar with the anti ae 
leaving Meer Hubbeeb and the Afghaun chiefs for oa hg 
of Cuttaes upon which the navob, giving Up - el 
the recovery of that provigce, returned to his naib - ia 
to refrefh his troops and correct fome abufes whic 
difeovered among his principal officers. Brae 


It has been already mentioned, that Serdaur Khan and Shum- 


: : jee to efcape, 
(heer Khan, during the campaign had futfered Ragojee to ‘ae 
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when they might have made him prifoner. The navob had 
alfo, while the Mbharattas were in the neighbourhood of the 
capital, entrufted the protection of the roads between it and 
Bogwaungolah, from whence the city was furnifhed with fup- 
plies from the diftri€ts eaftward of the Ganges, to thofe officers, 
who, either through neglect or defign, allowed the marauders 
more than once to plunder the convoys. The navob, upon this, 
temoved them from that duty, which he entruited to his nephew 
Sowlut Jung, who fulfilled it to his fatisfacion, and intercepted 


letters from Ragojee to the,former commanders, which proved” 


their connij Desuatalideh Mahabut Jung had concealed his fufpicions 
sistent the Mbarattas; but, upon his return to Moor. 
fhudabad, he difmiffed them with their followers, about fix 
thoufand men, from his fervice, but allowed them to retire to 
their homes in the diftrié& of Durbunga, on the eaftern fide of 
the Ganges, in the province of Bahar. In this feafon of tem- 
porary repofe were celebrated the marriages of his grandfon, 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and Ikraum ad Dowlah, {on to the late navob 
Alla ad Dowlah, who had been adopted by Shawamut Jung, 
who had no children. Upwards of two thoufand rich drefles 
were diftributed on this occafion among the attendants at court, 
and, during a whole month, the populace were feafted at the 
expenfe of the navob. The magnificence of thefe nuptials, the 
brilliant illuminations, {plendid pageants, and grand proceflions 
of the bridegrooms, are ftill fpoken of with admiration by the 
inhabitants of Bengal. 


Mahabut Jung, having now refolyed to attempt the expul- 
fion of the Mbarattas and Afghauns from Cuttac, appointed 
*Meer Jaffier Khan to the command of a confiderable detach- 
ment for that fervice, giving him, by way of encouragement, 

the 


; + The fame perfon who, after the deceafé of Mahabut Jung, by the affift- 
ance of the Englifh, acquired the mufnud of Bengal, 
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the fojedaurees of Injalee and Midnapore, in addition 

office of paymafter general. Meer Jaffier, on his arrival at 
napore, defeated a {mall body of the enemy, when, | . 
addi@ed to luxury and indolence, he did not purfue | 
vantage, but pilt his troops into cantonments, though the n 
ordered him to proceed to Cuttac without delay, before the ene. 
my could be reinforced from Berar, the chief’s fon of which, 
Janojee, was preparing for a frefh invafion. At length, the 
expected Mbharatta army entered Cuttac, and Meer Jaffier, not 
chufing to hazard the defence of Midnapore, retreated towards 
Burdwan, when the advanced party of the enemy, obferving 
his pufillanimity, hung upon his, rear, and plundered his bag- 
gage of feveral elephants. Mahabut Jung, upon this, difpatched 
Atta Oollah Khan with a reinforcement, to fuperfede him in th 

command, and moved alfo himfelf from the capital with his 
army, to fupport him, if neceffary. Atta Oollah at Burdwan 
engaged the enemy, and defeated them; but having fecretly 
defigns on the government, the acceffion to which he had been 
foretold by a fanatic officer in his fervice, who pretended to 
the gift of prophecy, he thought the prefent a proper occafion 
to aflume independance. For this purpofe, he endeayoured to: + 
cre Ni is roe aaa 

if he would affift in depofing the nav F i, 

liftened to the propofal, but, at the remonftrances of his ~ 

on the danger of the attempt, withdrew his concurrence. In- 


telligence of this treacherous combination, however, having reach- 


ed Mahabut Jung, he determined to leffen their influence, = 
on his arrival-at Burdwan, reprimanded Meer Jaflier feverely 


for his conduct in Midnapore, upon which = ae agi 

is uf ny ‘he durbar. tta iy 
fi his ufual attendance at t ; a haaged 
a of his late victory, and not fufpecting that his ar is 
figns were known to the navob, demanded the command of a 


i ic officer who 
thoufand horfe for Meer Alee Afgir, the fanatic officer a 
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had prophefied his exaltation, and had greatly diftinguifhed him- 
felf in the a&tion; but this the navob refufed, and Atta Ocllah 
being difgufted, threatened to leave the army. Mahabut Jung 
Was not to be moved, and he accordingly retired with his fol- 
lowers to Moorfhudabad. The navob would now have over- 
Jaffier, and, on the death of a re- 
lation, condefcendingly ‘went to pay him a vifit of condolance, 
as a mark of returning favour; but that: chief, firppofing this 
honour to proceed from a dread of his influence, infolently ne- 
glected the complimentary advance from his tent to meet him 3 
on which the navob, in great wrath, laid afide his intentions, 


after he had gone half way, .and returned to his cam H 
“icq eee ae 2 “Sean hae | ~ te 
now ordered him to" give a the accounts of his office, and 
fend Shujan Sing, his deputy, with them to the durbar. Meer 
Jaffier refufed; upon which the nayob temoved him from all 


his employments, and offered fervice to his followers in other . 


corps, which they readily embraced. The general, finding him- 
felf deferted, would have made conceffions, but the navob or= 
dered him to leave the army, and retire to the capital. 
ot Seite Ketes 

Mahabut Jung, notwithftanding this diffention and the lof 
of two of his generals, kept the field, and defeated the Mha- 
rattas in feveral engagements. Janojee attempted, like his fa- 
ther, to plunder the capital; but the navob followed him with 
fuch rapidity, that he had not time to execute his defigns; and, 
on the approach of the rains, retired to Midnapore, where he 
cantoned, and Mahabut Jung marched to Moorfhudabad, not 
chufing to purfue him farther till the dry feafon. Meer Alee 
Afgir, the prophefying fanatic, was now obliged by the navob 
to quit the provinces, though Shawamut “Jung ufed every en- 
treaty with his uncle to allow him to remain in the city with 


Atta Oollah Khan, whom the navob yet permitted to refide 
there, ! 


The 
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The rains had fearcely fubfided, when Mahabut J ng P 
pared to march againft the Mbharattas, and was eni 
Amaunee Gunge, not far from the capital, when he r 
fudden intelligenee of an infurreCtion in Bahar, the affaft 


of his nephew Hybut Jung, and the captivity and difgraceful 


death of his brother Hajee Ahmud. It has been already re- 
marked, that the navob had difeharged from his feryice the 
Afghaun chiefs, Shumheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, with thei 


followers. Thefe generals had refided fince that time in their 


jaghires in Derbunga; but the exiftence of fuch a body of 
armed men, free from any controul of the governor of the pro- 
vince, could not long continue without endangering its fafety. 


Hybut Jung, according to fome reports, dreading their rebellion, 


or, to others, by attaching the Afghauns to his interefts, mean= 
ing to enfure his fucceffion to his uncle, or to affume inde= 
pendance on his authority, had during the rains Tepe aa 
him by his agent, that the difcharged chiefs were forry for 
their paft condu@, and defirous of being readmitted to his fer- 
vice. He therefore requefted, that he might be allowed to 


entertain them, as the only mode of preventing a commotion, = 


to which they would have recourfe, fhould their Pe 
rejected. Mahabut Jung with fome reluctance oS aw is 
Hybut Jung made propofals to the two chiefs, whic ye 
ceived with feeming fatisfaction. The terms of free : g 
adjufted, they marched from Derbunga to the “e ) ae bei 
oppofite Patna; and es Le B ae a Ca Res 

eri cende A 
eg ae ae sated with proper refpeét, and a day 
‘ with their followers. The 


f their fidelity, and iffued 
F ance. On the 


and encamped 
near 


attendants. : 
was fixed for their croffing the me 

is palace fatisfie 
navob returned to his pa t é 
orders for the provifion of boats for their convey: 


Ganges, 
day appointed, the Afghauns Bite the Ganges, 


Vou. I. 
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age oe city; a Hybut Jung Bi: vifited *Sérdaur Khan, 
i: 4 as hoe ¢ chofen - generals to pay their 
hank 3 to: bi fhe ely, at the alace, and the navob, in 
to obviate any fe : iedee have of .treachery, cone 
sdedacshags ply bis, omeftic fervants fhould attend him, 
Se react ion of his ufual body guards. — Serdaur Khan 
5 as y» and having received the cuftomary tokens 
at, » returned to his camp. The ‘following ‘morning Hy- 
yee tepaired to his hall of audience, to receive the pro- 
ifed vifit of Shumfheer Khan, and, as on the day Be 















ould not pe any too at (es 
¥ permit any gh attend, allowing onl 
s PY. BUA y a few 
i i as <a Kas prefent. Firft came nearly a 
ghaun infantry, with matchlocks and matches 


lighted, who, after falutin ra ; i 
of the palace. A chief, ned Vee ee aout a 
A 3 4 Ss z. 3 
ae with a crowd of officers, who filled the hall, Big Sy 
pre’ ed to prefent their offerings. This being done, Hybut Jung 
as po aenber Khan, and was told he was not far 

+ Moraud | han now ordered his co i é 

c ae mpanions to take 
Per a na ies teers i or They rofe, and according 
m, received each a betel from Hybut Jung, who was 
ee in diftributing it, when one of the Afghauns, fuddenly 
Bot B i dagger, aimed a ftroke at him, but without effect. 
ae navob’s attendants immediately cried out «* Treachery ;” 
ne es Jung had only time to draw his fabre, when Moraud 
ee i cut him down, and he fell dead on the pillow of 
: ae . Several of his attendants were flain; and the pa- 
lace eing filled with the traitors, alfo the itreets of the city 
by the foldiers of Shumfheer Khan, no refiftance could be made 
by the dependants of Hybut Jung. The Afghauns committed 
Breat’ excefies in the town, the inhabitants of which had no re- 


medy 





« Tt is faid, this chi i 
* a ce his chief was not a partner in the treafon, as far as refpected 
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medy but to fubmit to their authority. Shumfleer Khan or 
Hajee Ahmud to be brought before him, and den 
count of his treafure ; but, declining a difcovery, he y 

red in various modes for feventeen days, till at length he exp 
not unjuftly punifhed for his treachery, and fhare in the murdi 
the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. About * feventy lacs of rup 
were found buried in his houfe, befides jewels and other valu- 
ables to a great amount. The effects of Hybut Jung were feized, f 
and his Begum Ameena, the daughter of Mahabut _ 
his other women, forcibly carried to the camp of Shumfheer 
Khan; who, leaving the city under charge of his deputy, fixed 
his head quarters at a little diftance, and engaged in raifing 
new levies with the plunder he had acquired, intending to in- 
vade Bengal. The wealthy inhabitants of Patna were. obliged to 
pay large fums, to fave their honfes from being plun rec a § t 
a heavy contribution was exacted from the people at large | 


the rebels. 





Mahabut Jung, though inwardly deeply affeéted at the deaths 
of his brother and nephew, the difgraceful captivity of his 
daughter, and the lofs of Bahar, threatened alfo with that of Bengal 
by the invafion of the Mharattas at this alarming crifis, did not 
lofe his intrepidity of mind, but faftained the ftorms of cala- 
mity with manly refolution, and prepared to combat the attacks 
of misfortune. He convened his principal officers, fome of whom 
he had reafon to fuppofe connected with the rebels, being of 
the fame tribes, and defired their advice for his conte ey a 

py juncture of. his affairs. They unanimo! esa * 
clared, that they would loyally obey his commands, He a u 
that his beloved brother and nephew being ait Be ae 
families plunged in digugsty ree he foun 5 te 


prefent unhap 


+ Seven hundred thoufand pounds. 
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fuch misfortunes unrevenged, intolerable, therefore knew no re~ 
medy but to punith the rebels, or | in the attempt. If there- 
fore any wifhed to follow ‘him to this extremity, he would {pare 
nothing to reward them; but neither would he detain  thofe 
who might chafe to quit his fervice, having“ already received 
sligations from them than he could repay ; and as he 
had refolved to feek death rather than lead a difhonourable life, 
but few followers where neceflary to enable him to obtain the 
former. The chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, « that they owed 
“« him inviolable gratitude for his long experienced bounty to- 
«© wards them, and had no views but to facrifice their lives if 
isstiin ry in hi 5% to perform which, they bound 
_themfelves by oath on the Koraun. Mahabut Jung, now con- 
vinced of their fidelity, paid up their arrears, and prepared to 
march againft the rebels. The Mharattas by this time had ad- 
vanced from Burdwan, and began to lay wafte within a hort 
diftance from the capital; but the navob knowing that to fol- 
low thefe marauders, who always avoided coming to action, 
c vain, and give time to the rebels in Bahar to gather 
¢ t to be diverted from his purpofe. He {tati- 
oned Sowlut Jung at Bogwaungolah, to preferve the communi= 
cation for fupplies open between the Ganges and the city, which 
he entrufted to Shawamut Jung, Atta Oollah, and Nowauzuth 
-Mahummud Khan, with a body of five thoufand horfe. A 
proclamation was iffued, that he found it neceflary to march 
againft the rebels, though the Mharattas were in the environs 
of the city 5 and, recommending, to fuch as chofe it, to retire 
with their families to places of greater fecurity, previous to his 
departure. Moft ofthe inhabitants who could procure convey- 
ance, accordingly moved with their families and effects acrofs 






















orf Having finifhed his preparations, he moved from 


the Ganges; fo that fearce any but the foldiery and poor re- 


as 




















as many foot. In order to fecure 
large fleet of boats, amply laden, to a 
the banks of the Ganges. Meer Jailer om 
again taken into favour, reftored to command, 
paymafter gendral. 


Mahabut Jung reached Monghyr withour oppotition, ¢ 
in a trifling fkirmifh with the Migrates 25 
had marched to join the rebels. Here a meflenge 
cepted with letters from Atta Oolla Kibam to stir com 
which he encouraged them to ftand, aad Gitered ioe on 
their caufe at a convenient opportuaity. The navob was joie 
at Monghyr by fome of the Babar zemindars and dependants: of 
the late Hybut Jung, who informed ha he rebels 
left Patna, and were encamped sat ; z ‘ 
thoufand horfe and foot, expecting” to Be: = 
Janojee and Meer Hubbeeb having reached the vicinity of 
the rebels’ camp, invited them to a conference, at which they 
embraced the fervice of the Mharatta chief, and Shamfheer Kham 
was invefted by him with the khelaut a HS 
Bahar. The next day Meer Hubbeeb viite: u Kh ‘3 
who after his audience left him to repoie, but privately direted 
the guard over the tents, when he fhould prepare to ceturm ~ 
his own camp, to detain him, as a fecurity for the payment ‘ 
the expenfés he had incurred in levying an army for the ferviee 
of the Mharattas, at whofe infigation he pretended he had 
aflaflinated Hybut Jung. This {cheme by tome means coming 
endant of Meer Hubbeeb, he direét- 
ed fome of the horfemen who had accompanied him, t Ieave 
turn fuddenly, as if, purlued by an enemy, 
the camp, but to re! a Mertny fe in fightasie 9 


and fpread an alarm that the navob or 
hopes that, by this ftratagem, he might fave matter a 


to the knowledge of an att 
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the intended treachery. The horfemen fpread the alarm, as 
dire@ed, and much confufion occurred in the rebel’s camp; but 
notwithitanding the reprefentations of Meer Hubbeeb, that the 
prefent was no time for fettling accounts, he was not allowed 
to depart till he had paid a confiderable fum,*and given the 
fecurity of merchants for a much greater. This difpute proved 
highly favourable to Mahabut Jung, by preventing the Mha- 
rattas from atting in conjunction with the rebels, as the former 
now refolved to watch only an opportunity for plundering either 
army. The following day the navob offered battle to the ene- 
my, and, by his ufual good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed 
by a matchlock ball in the beginning of the action, which in- 
volved one half of the rebels in confufion, and fpread alarm 
through the troops of Shumfheer Khan. At this juncture the 
Mharattas appeared in the rear, hoping to effet the plunder of 
the nayob’s camp, while he was engaged. Upon Serauje ad 
Dowlah’s reprefenting that it was proper to detach a body to op- 
Bole them, he replied, « that he would fir(t defeat his enemy in 
Rs and then with eafe difperfe the Mharattas.” Having 
aid this, he charged the rebels with great fury, and they fled 
panic-ftruck before him. Shumfheer Khan, being deferted, was 
attacked on his elephant by an officer named Hubbech Beg 
who flew him, and cutting off his head, brought it to Mahabut 
Jung. The Mharattas, feeing the defeat of the rebels, withdrew 
from the field without ftriking a blow, and the navob qui 
took poffeffion of the Afeh : i eae 
non ee : ghaun camp; which they had left 
ing, with all their tents and baggage, a prey to the vic- 


tors. Here the navob found his daughter, the Begum of Hybut 


ae and the reft of his family, who had been made prifoners 
i na. Having offered up thanks for this, on his fide, almott 
loodlefs victory, and the happy retrieval of his infulted honour, 


he proceeded to Patna, where he diftributed large fums to the 


religious and poor, in gratitude to God for his faccefs, and 


took 
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meafures for repairing the loffes of government in the late Tes 
bellion. Having fent for the women and children Of the prin= 
cipal infurgents from Derbunga, on their arrival he lodged them 
in his own haram, ‘treating them with humanity and kindnels, 
and after a fhort time fet them at liberty. At this time alfo, 
he permitted the women and family of Meer Hubbeeb, who 
had been confined fince his joining the Mharattas, to return to 
him, and furnifhed them with money, conveyances, and an ef- 
cort for their proteétion to the enemy’s camp. Having relet- 
tled the government of Bahar, he returned triumphantly to 
Moorfhudabad ; but, previoufly to entering the city, obliged At= 
ta Oollah Khan to quit it, and, as foon as poffible, his do- 
minions ; permitting him, however, to remove with all his effects 
and nearly * feventy lacs of rupees, which he had acquired in 
his fervice, though he had repeated proofs of Ins having con= 
{pired againft his life and government. Atta Oollah Khan retired 





into the province of Oude, and was foon afterwards flain, in — 


an action in the fervice of Suffder Jung againft the Patans of 
Ferokhabad. Janojee, the Mbharatta chief, after the defeat of 
Shumfheer Khan, not thinking himfelf equal to Mahabut Jung 
in the field, retired with his army into Midnapore ; and {oon 
after, on receiving intelligence of the death of his mother, march- 
ed to Nagpore, leaving Meer Hubbeeb with a detachment for 
the defence of Cuttac. The navob ftationed a confiderable body 
of troops at Burdwan, to watch the motions of the enemy. 

‘of the rains, moved again 
1, in order to drive the Mharattas from Cuttac ; 
they evacuated the city. He followed 
‘during the dry feafon, without being 
but on his return to Moorfhud- 
abad 


Mahabut Jung, at the conclufion 
from his capita 
and, on his approach, 
them from place to place, 
able to bring them to action ; 


® Seven hundred thoufand pounds. 


A, H, 1160. 
A.D. 1747" 
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the intended treachery. The horfemen fpread the alarm, as 
directed, and much confufion occurred in the rebel’s camp; but 
notwithitanding the reprefentations of Meer Hubbeeb, that the 
prefent was no time for fettling accounts, he was not allowed 
to depart till he had paid a confiderable fum,*and given the 
fecurity of merchants for a much greater. This difpute proved 
highly favourable to Mahabut Jung, by preventing the Mha- 
rattas from acting in conjunétion with the rebels, as the former 
now refolved to watch only an opportunity for plundering either 
army, The following day the navob offered battle to the ene- 
my, and, by his ufual good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed 
by a matchlock ball in the beginning of the action, which in- 
volved one half of the rebels in confufion, and fpread alarm 
through the troops of Shumfheer Khan. At this junéture the 
Mharattas appeared in the rear, hoping to effe&t the plunder of 
the navob’s camp, while he was engaged. Upon Serauje ad 
Dowlah’s reprefenting that it was proper to detach a body to op- 
pofe them, he replied, « that he would firt defeat his enemy in 
“« front, and then with eafe difperfe the Mbharattas.” Having 
faid this, he charged the rebels with great fury, and they fled 
panic-ftruck before him. Shumsheer Khan, being deferted, was 
attacked on_ his elephant by an officer named Hubbech Beg, 
who flew him, and cutting off his head, brought it to Mahabut 
Jung. The Mharattas, feeing the defeat of the rebels, withdrew 
from the field without ftriking a blow, and the navob quietly 
took pofleffion of the Afghaun camp; which they had left 
ftanding, with all their tents and baggage, a prey to the vic- 
tors. Here the navob found his daughter, the Begum of Hybut 
Jung, and the reft of his family, who had been made prifoners 
at Patna. Having offered up thanks for this, on his fide, almoft 
bloodlefs victory, and the happy retrieval of his infulted honour, 


he proceeded to Patna, where he diftributed large fums to the 


religious and poor, in gratitude to God for his fuccefs, and 
took 
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meafures for repairing the loffes of government in the late tes 
bellion. Having fent for the women and children of the prin- 
cipal infurgents from Derbunga, on their arrival he lodged them 
in his own haram, ‘treating them with humanity and kindnefs, 
and after a fhort time fet them at liberty. At this time allo, 
he permitted the women and family of Meer Hubbeeb, who 
had been confined fince his joining the Mharattas, to return to 
him, and furnifhed them with money, conveyances, and an ef= 
cort for their proteétion to the enemy’s camp. Having relet- 
tled the government of Bahar, he returned triumphantly to 
Moorfhudabad ; but, previoufly to entering the city, obliged At- 
ta Oollah Khan to quit it, and, as foon as poffible, his do- 
minions ; permitting him, however, to remove with all his effects 
and nearly * feventy lacs of rupees, which he had acquired in 
his fervice, though he had repeated proofs of his havmg con= 
{pired againft his life and government. Atta Oollah Khan retired 


into the province of Oude, and was foon afterwards flain, in ~ 


an action in the fervice of Suffder Jung againft the Patans of 
Ferokhabad. Janojee, the Mbaratta chief, after the defeat of 
Shumfheer Khan, not thinking himfelf equal to Mahabut Jung 
in the field, retired with his army into Midnapore ; and foo 
after, on receiving intelligence of the death of his mother, march- 
ed to Nagpore, leaving Meer Hubbeeb with a detachment for 
the defence of Cuttac. The navob ftationed a confiderable body 
of troops at Burdwan, to watch the motions of the enemy. 


Mahabut Jung, at the conclufion ‘of the rains, moved again 

from his capital, in order to drive the Mharattas from Shae 
4 « 

and, on his approach, they evacuated the city. He lowe 


them from place to place, during the dry feafon, Sees 
able to bring them to action; but on his return to loo! 


abad 


® Seven hundred thoufand pounds. 
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abad, the enemy again obtained poffeffion of the province. Ben- 
gal was this year free from their depredations; a point, which 
the navob efteemed an ample reward for the fatigues of his 
campaign. “The next year he renewed his efforts, and the ma- 
rauders evaded his purfuit as ufual; which made the navob 
refolve to canton for the rains at Midnapore: but buildings were 
fearcely ere&ted, when he received intelligence that Serauje ad 
Dowlah, his favourite grandfon, had left Moorfhudabad, with 
intentions of taking poffeflion of Patna, which was governed in 
his name by Jaunejee Ram, and affuming independance. 


Mahabut Jung, who loved his grandfon to diftraction, was 
more alarmed for his fafety in any -oppofition he might receive 
from the governor of Patna, than any ill confequences to him- 
felf from the rebellion. He inftantly left his army at Midna- 
pore, and with a {mall force haftened to Moorfhudabad, where 
he remained only one day to refrefh his troops, and then fol- 
lowed the imprudent youth ; to whom he wrote in terms of 
the greateft affection, affuring him that he meant him for his 
fucceffor, and entreating him to return to his protection. Se- 
rauje ad Dowlah wrote an infolent reply, in which he accufed 
the navob of promoting his uncles to offices of truft, and treat- 
ing him only with pretended fondnefs ; that he was weary of 
being controuled like a child; and, fince he would not give 
him a fhare in authority, he was refolved to feize what he 
regarded as his juft right. Therefore, he hoped his grandfather 
would not attempt to oppofe him, as the confequence muft be, 
that either he would have his head in his bofom, or his own 
muft be laid at the feet of the elephant of Mahabut Jung. 
The navob returned for anfwer, that Serauje ad Dowlah through 
imprudence and want of judgment had caufelefsly accufed him 
of want of regard; for he not only intended him the fucceffion 
to his own dominions, but to the government of the empire, 

could 
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could he obtain it for him. He concluded his letter with 
following fentences. ‘* The religious champion, eager for 
«<< tyrdom, is unmindful that the martyr to love exceeds 
«« In the laft day they will not be compared together, for 
“is flain by an enemy, but the other by a friend.” 


Serauje ad Dowlah, on his arrival near Patna, fammo 
the governor, Raja Jaunejee Ram, to deliver up the city a 
repair to his prefence; affuring him of favour in cafe of 
obedience. The raja was at a lofs how to aét, being” fearful of 
furrendering his .charge ‘without orders from the navob, and” 
alarmed, “left any accident fhould happen to Serauje ad Dow. 
lah if he oppofed him; but, at length, he refolved on defend- 
ing the city, till’ he fhould hear from Mahabut Jung: ‘The 
imprudent young man affaulted) the town without 
Mhadee Niffar Khan, the principal advifer “and Teader of his 
rebellion; being killed early in the attack, his followers fled, and 
Serauje ad Dowlah with difficulty theltered himfelf in a houfe in 
the fuburbs. The raja, rejoiced that he had efcaped unhurt, : 
immediately fent {ome of his principal officers “to attend him tow te bs 
a refidence befitting his rank; and by the perfuafions of his” sth 
friends, he confénted to return to his grandfather. Mahabut— : 
Jung wasvoverjoyed at his efcape, and haftened to meet pte | 
Inftead of reproaches, he received him with the greateft affec | 
tion, and a joy’ bordering on weaknefs, as it made Serauje ad 
Dowlah exert the influence he now faw he had over him, to 
his diferedit and difhonour. The navob, having {pent a few 
days at Patna, returned with his grandfon to Moorfhudabad ; 
but was feized on the road by an intermutting fever, which. ZA 
continued Jong upon him. On his recovery, he pe as a - ei 
the Mharattas, who yet infefted the province of Cuttac, es f | 
ufual, unable to bring: them to a decifive engagement, tpen' a 


the dry months in purfuing a from place to place. pi - 
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two following years were expended in the fame defultory war- 
fare, when at length both parties, being tired of war, began equally 
to with for an accommodation of their difputes. Mahabut Jung 
yielded to the Mbharattas the province of Cuttac, and agreed to 


nity. Both thefe princes are well fpoken of by the natives’ of 
Bengal, and their memory refpeéted. Shawamut Jung died with= 
out iffue; and Sowlut Jung left only one fon, who fucceeded him in 
his government, under the title of Shokut Jung; but was fhortly 


| 
} 
pay. annually twelve lacks of rupees, as the * choute of Bengal. \ depofed and flain by his coufin Serauje ad Dowlah. 

The navob, by this peace, being freed from all his enemies, Mahabut Jung did not long furviye the death of his ne= 
gradually difcharged his fuperfludus troops, and employed him- i phews. In the cightieth year of his age, being feized with a 
felf in encouraging his people to rebuild the villages which had dropfy, he fubmitted for fome days to the advice of his phyfi- 
been deftroyed, and cultivate the lands in many diftricts, long ) cians; but finding himfelf growing worfe, and judging that at 


watte, from the defertion of the inhabitants during the repeat- : his time of life a recovery was not to be expeéted, refrained 
ed invafions. From this period we find nothing remarkable in from medicine, and refufed longer to follow any,regimen. The 
his life, the remainder of his government being uninterrupted expectations of his death caufed great difputes among his rela- 
by viciffitude. As he had chofen Serauje ad Dowlah for his tions. His eldeft daughter, Goofeety Begum, widow of Shawamut 
fucceffor, he latterly entrufted him with a power, which was Jung, retired with her treafiires to *Mooteejeel, and diftributed 
too often employed for the deftruction of thofe, againft whom large {ums among the followers of her late hufband, in hopes - 
he had any pique, or was jealous of their attachment. Houf- that they would {upport her againft her nephew Serauje ad Dow- 


' 

fein Koollee Khan and his brother, the favourites of his uncle lah on her father’s demife. Such policy was only the influence 
| 
| 





Shawamut Jung, he aflaffinated, and put to death other perfons of her declining fortune. When Mahabut Jung was in his lait 

of rank, without being punifhed by his grandfather ; which acts agonies, fome of his women defired he would recommend them 

of cruelty eftranged from him the minds of the Bespke and to the care of his intended fucceffor; but the nayob knowing 
2 


1 i i his bad qualities, obferved, f{miling to them, “ that if he for 
ips SPOOL elias vel oe three days fhould behave dutifully to his grandmother, then 


they might entertain hopes of his tendernefs.” Shortly after this, 
he departed to the divine mercy, on the ninth of Rejib, 1169, A.D. 1756. 
after a government of fixteen years over the three provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifa. He was buried the following night, 
near the tomb of his mother in the garden of Khoofh Baug- 
; Xx 2 « Thou 


A.D.1755. In the year 1169 died Shawamut Jung, nephew to the navob, 
and fon to Hajee Ahmud. He poffefled many good qualities, } 
and was much efteemed by the people for his clemency, and cha-~ | 
rities to the friendlefs and poor. His death was {peedily followed 
by that of his brother Sowlut Jung, who had for many years go- 
verned the diftri€t of Poornea, with credit to himfelf and fatisfaction \ : i: 
to the inhabitants ; his misfortune at Cuttac having corrected the » A country palace near Moorfhudabad. The principal building ftands in a 
| 
{ 
| 
{ 


mth Shawamut 
i i i i jece of water called Mootee Jeel, or Pearlelake. It was erected by 
Hs ey eS ars oe - ae a jue it and is a ftately pile, being ornamented with many pillars of black marble, 
: nity > 


brought from the ruins of Gour or Lucnowty, the ancient capital of Bengal. 


* The Mharattas {till keep up this claim, but, fince the death of Serauje ad 
Dowlah, it has not been paid, 


. 
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« Thou didt guide him, O Lord, for he was among thy fery- 
« ants. O forgive him his offences, for thou art moft merciful.” 


Mahabut Jung from his early youth was not addicted to 
idle pleafures, as wine, or * opiates, mufic, or the company 
of courtezans. He was regular in his devotions, and afiiduoutly 
abftained from all things forbidden by the divine law. He ge- 
nerally rofe two hours before day, and after ablution and prayer, 
drank coffee with his fele€&t companions, At day break he gave 
public audience, when the commanders of his army, the civil 
officers, and perfons of all ranks who had any. applications 
to make, were admitted without referve to fet forth their bufi- 
nefs, and received fatisfaction from his bounty. At the expi- 
ration of two hours he retired to a private apartment, where 
fuch only as were invited came. Thefe were generally his ne- 
phews Shawamut Jung and Sowlut Jung, his grandfon Serauje 
ad Dowlah, and particular friends. Pieces of poetry were now 
recited, or hiftory or anecdotes read to him; and fometimes le 
even amufed himfelf with giving directions to his cooks, who 
prepared victuals before him according to his palate. The offi- 
cers of different departments, if neceflary, alfo came for orders. 
He then fat down to eat with his friends, and many {fhared the 
bounties of his table. When the meal was over the company 
retired to repofe. At this time, a ftory-teller always attended to 
relate fome amufing narrative. He generally rofe about an hour 
after mid-day, performed his devotions, and read in the Koraun 
till near four. After faying the prayers for that time, and drink- 
ing a draught of water cooled with ice or faltpetre, he received 
feveral learned men, in whofe company he daily fpent an*hour, 
hearing them difcufs points of divinity and law for his informa- 


"ation. When they retired, the officers of the revenue, with Jug- 
_ gutt Seet, his banker, were admitted, and gave him the intelli- 


gence 


_ 2 Commonly ufed’ in India to intoxicate, 
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gence received from Dhely and every provinee’ of the empire, 
alfo of each diftriét of his own government, when he iffued 
his orders to them as affaifs required. An hour paffed in this 
manner, and fometimes his hear relations were allowed’ to be 
prefent. By this time night fet in, lights were brought, and 
with them certain jefters and baffoons, who entertained him with 
their repartees on each other for, a fhort time. He then retired 
to prayers; after which he fat in privacy with his own Begum, t 
to receive the vifits of near female’ relations, till nine o'clock. 
The women then departed,” and men were admitted whowhad ~ 
bufinefS with him, till he retired to fleep, generally early, and 
without eating. In this manner he paffed his time, having fated 
hours for every employment. “He was unequalled in his benevo- 
lence to his relations, friends, and former acquaintance in his lower 
fortunes, particularly to thofe who had fhewn him the fmalleft ; | 
indnefe when he was @iftreffed at Dhely in his youth, fending) 

for them or their children to his court, and conferring favours 
upon them beyond their expectation. The people at large dur- | 
ing his life experienced fuch care and fatisfaction from his gen= 
tle adminiftration, as could not be exceeded by the indulgence = 
of a parent; while at the fame time the loweft of his officers. 
grew rich in his fervice. He was intelligent in all affairs, and en- 
couraged the deferving of every profeflion. Affable in manners,, 

wife in ftate affairs, courageous as a general, he poffefled alfo 
every noble quality. When the F rench general, Mr. Bully, BA 

the death of *Nafir Jung, wrote to him si a, terms 0! is 
victory, and recommended the factory of Chane 
protection, he reflected upon the fimilarity of difpofition ye 

his intended fucceflor, Serauje ad Dowlah, whofe enmity to the 


F foubahdar of 
Englifh he was apprifed of, and the unfortunate Roce 








* Nafir Jung was Nizam of Dekkan, He was furprized and flain in 2 


confpiracy of his nobles, alfifted by the French, in the year 17595¢ 
» Belonging to the French in Bengals F 
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Dekkan; at the fame time faying, * He feared that after his death 
the Europeans would become maiters of many parts of Hindooftan.” 
Muftapha Khan, his principal general, had endeavoured to pre- 
vail upon him to expell the Englith from Calcutta, and feize 
their wealth; but receiving no anfwer to his advice, urged it 
again, through the navob’s nephews, Sowlut Jung and Shawamut 
Jung. Mahabut Jung returned no anfwer, but fhortly after. {aid 
in private to the latter, * My child, Muftapha Khan is a {ol- 
* dier, and wifhes us to be conftantly in need of his fervice; 
but how came you to join in his requeit? What have the 
“ Englith done againft me, that I fhould ufe them ill? It is 
“now difficult to extinguifh fire on land; but *hould the fea 
“be in flames, who can put them out? Never liften to duch 
* advice as his, for the confequences would be fatal.” 


* An allufion to the fleet. 


SERAUJE 


ae 


——— 
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SERAUJE AD DOWLAH. # 









SERAUJE ad Dowlah, after the cuftomary mourning, having 
affumed the mufnud of his grandfather without oppofition, fent 
a party of his troops to remove Goofeety’ Begum, his aunt, from 
the palace of Mooteejeel to a place of fecurity, and to confit. 
cate her effects. Her adherents, who had received lange fums 
from her to oppofe his acceffion, deferted her immediately on 
the death of Mahabut Jung, except a few, who alfo were {o 
alarmed when the palace was furrounded, as to be incapable of 
refiftance. Meer Nuzzer Ali, who -had been her chief advifer” 
and confidant, having bribed the officers of the party to make 
his peace with the navob, left the Begum, whofe perfon was 
confined, and her treafures feized. Serauje ad Dowlah difplaced 
many of the officers of government, and filled their places with 
young men, the companions of his pleafures. He treated the 
fervants of the late navob, moftly perfons advanced in years, with 
fach flight and difrefpett, as gave them great offence, and eftranged 
them from his intereft. Not long after his acceffion, he march- 
ed towards Raujemahal, with a defign to difpoffels his coufin 
Shokut Jung of the province of Poornea; but was diverted from 
his purpofe, by information that Kifhen Boollub, fon of Rauje- 
boollub, dewan of Shawamut Jung, had fled to Caleutta, and 
was protected by the Englith, Mr. Drake, the governor, have 
ing refufed to deliver him up at the demand of the navob’s 
officers. Upon this he returned fuddenly to the capital of Moor- ° 


fhudabad. . 
Seranje _ 
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Serauje ad Dowlah, in whofe brain the vapour of pride had ° i ar ee, 
arifen, and made him wander far from the path of caution and ae e fled me a thip with a few perfons. The re= 
forbearance, having ‘refolved on quarelling with the Englith, was ameie ge ey to their honour, fought while they had 
tortured with the fire of inipatience. ‘The companions and old a any ammunition, preferring death to difgraceful life, and drank 


the fherbet of diffolution with heroic valour. Some being over= 
come, fell prifoners into the hand of providence. An invaluable 
treafure in money and effects was plundered from the ware= 
houfes, of the Company, the Englifh, Hindoo, and Armenian 
merchants, by the foldiers and followers of the camp; but Serauje— 
ad Dowlali acquired nothing from his conqueft, but the feeds 
of his deftruétion. Having remained a few days at Calcutta, he 
returned to the capital, leaving the command of the place to 


fervants of Mahabut Jung durft not breathe a remonftrance in 
his prefence, and many, from the degradation they had under- 
gone and the advancement of low perfons, wifhed the overthrow 
of his power; fo that no one gave him proper advice, nor did 
he afk it. Thofe who were his counfellors and favourites, were 
moftly rath, and weak of undérftanding, unacquainted with the 
rules of policy, and infatuated with their fudden promotion 3 or, 
regarding oppofition to his will as deftruétive to their own in- Manneck Chund, dewan of the Raja of Burdwan, a weak and 
tereft, did not dare to contradic him.  Serauje ad Dowlah was cowardly perfon, who had given proof of his treachery by de= 
a weak man, void of ufeful qualities, and intoxicated with youth ferting Mahabut Jung when he was furrounded by the Mharattas. 
and profperity. The probable confequences of any meafure en- 
tered not into his mind; and the hearts of the men of un- 
derftanding about him were inflamed with difguft at his unrea~ 
“fonable fury, or the difpute: with the Englith might have! been 
fettled eafily by negotiation. ‘There was no caufe for isindling 
the flames of war; but as providence had decreed the downfall 
of the family of Mahabut Jung, and other great calamities, the 
reins of government over Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, which form 
an extenfive empire, fell into the hands of two weak. and ty- 
rannical youths, Serauje ad Dowlah and Shokut Jung, who in 
the end fuffered for their crimes. 


Soon after the conqueft of Calcutta, Serauje ad Dowlah march- 
ed againft his coufin Shokut Jung, the fojedaur of *Poorneah, 
whom he reduced with little oppofition, and acquired a great 
acceflion of treafure and territory by his victory. He returned 
triumphantly to his capital; but his fortune was now at the 
higheft. It is the eftablithed cuftom of this world, that when 
any thing has reached the point of perfection, it begins to de- 
cay, and finally becomes annihilated; fo as to leave not a trace 
for enquiry behind it. An inftance of this truth, and the caufe 
of Serauje ad Dowlah’s ruin, may be feen in the following 


pages. 





To proceed; Serauje ad Dowlah in the beginning of Ram- 
zaun marched towards ‘Calcutta; and the Englith, who had no 
force to oppofe him in the field, retired into their factory to 
defend themfelves. Their outpofts were foon taken by the navob, 
“who had a great army; and Mr. Drake, the governor, being 

; ftruck with a panic at the ftate ‘of his affairs, faw fafety only 
. in flight. Without informing the whole of his countrymen of 
‘ his 


Mr. Drake, the governor of Calcutta, having efcaped on 
board a fhip with fome gentlemen, retired to Madrals, and other 
Englifhmen, employed in. merchandiie in various parts of 7 
gal, alfo found means to efcape from the oly At Ss 
time, colonel Clive commanded,the company’s forces in the 
Vou. I. Yy province 


\tA confiderable divifion of Bengal. 
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province of Arcot, which he had refcued from the hands of the 
French. It was agreed by the government of Madrafs, that 
he fhould repair with a force to Bengal, and endeavour to re- 
gain the factory of Calcutta, either by force, or payment of a 
fum of money. Being arrived with his troops ih the river, he 
caft anchor; and as the chiefs of the Englith are very cautious, 
wife, and valiant, having fent propofals of accommodation to 
Serauje ad Dowlah, he entreated his forgivenefs of Mr. Drake's 
faults, and offered fome lacs of rupees, on conditiom of being 
allowed to occupy the factory as formerly, Serauje ad Dowlah 
was the moft inconfiderate of men, and his minifters were weak, 


and norant of the fetal and abilities of the Englith. The 
t had no pow 





inte’ . rt of offering their advice, and the chief 


men of the country wifhed his ruin, wearied out with his op- 
preffions. If any one did offer an opinion contrary to the navob’s, 
he and his foolifh companions, intoxicated with conceit, treated 
it fo difdainfully as to make him repent, and refolye on filence 
in future. No anfwer was returned, and at length “colonel 
Clive, sas of sdelay, and having obtained information of the 
character 's of the rulers of Bengal, refolyed on war. He anchor~ 
ed his thips oppofite the refidence ‘of Manneck Chund, and be- 


' gan to play his artillery, which caufing confufion among the 


enemy, he landed his forces, and attacked them. Manneck 
Chund, unable to refift, fled with his army, and the colonel, 
having taken poffeffion of the factory and town, exalted the 
ftandards of victory. Serauje ad Dowlah, upon intelligence of 
this, was awakened a little from his flumber of conceit, and 
prepared to march and punifh the Englith. 


Serauje ad Dowlah had {pent two months and twenty two 
days in the enjoyment of pleafure, when at once, the meafure 
‘ ‘ “of 

* The author makes no mention of Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive being 


confidered by the natives as chief of the Englith, 
; 


—- 
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of his crimes being full, the figns of his downfal appeared. O 
Monday the twelfth of Rubby al Sani, 1170, he) marche 
from his capital towards Calcutta, and having encamped 
Vicinity. of that city, fome days pafled in fkirmithing with the. 
my. The Englifh opened a negotiation, with a view to find out — 
the flate of his army, having intentions of attempting a furprize by 
night. Under pretence of a meflage to Serauje ad Dowlah, es 
fent *two perfons of their own nation, poffefied of the quali- 
tics of valour, quick perception, memory, and judgment, who 
having obferved the fituation of the navob’s tents, might Com=- 
mit particulars to the treafury of their remembrance; and they 
well performed their commiflion. 1 forget whether it was the 
fame night, or one or two after, that the English, being ready im 
for the attack, embarked a body of their troops ‘in boats, and : 
proceeded cautioufly up the river to the fkirts of the camp, 
where they waited till about half an hour before day. Then, 
having entered in the rear of the line, they marched on firing = 
without intermiffion, while thofe who remained in the boats 
did the fame as they fell down the river. Great flaughter was 
made among the troops of the navob. Dofte Mahummud Khan, 
a general of rank and merit, was wounded. It was reported, 
that the Englifh intended if poffible to carry off Serauje ad 
Dowlah prifoner; but at this time a thick fog covered the 
camp, which rendered it hard to diftinguith perfons clofe to 
each other, fo that they miffed the quarter of his tents, and 
marched another way, the navob by this accident efcaping cap- 
tivity. The Englifh regained the town in fafety. Serauje ad 
Dowlah and his cowardly atmy, from the alarm of this night, 
to them a fymbol of the laft day, loft the powers of ee 
minds, which were overwhelmed with terror and afftight. Judg- 
ing it dangerous to remain longer fo near the sein ee 
fammoned his father in Jaw, Mahummud Eeruch Khan, and . 
Yy2 other 


4 * Mefirs, Watts and Scrafton. 
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other chiefs, to confult on future proceedings 3 who, obferving 
his terror, advifed the removal of the camy to a greater diftance, 
and to offer terms of accommodation, which counfel was imme- 
diately executed, The Englifh, fecing the-alarms of the navob, 
now demanded a compenfation for their effects plundered by 
his army when he took Calcutta; which, after much negotia- 
tion, was agreed to, and Serauje 2d Dowlah gave up fix dif- 
tri@s in the vicinity of the factory, as a {curity till the fum 
fettled fhould be paid up. A treaty having been ratified and all 
affairs fettled, through the medium of Mr. Watts, Serauje ad 
Dowlah returned to Moor{hudabad, and now reflected upon what 
in the days of his pride he had never confidered. He trem- 
bled is fituation, and was irrefolute how to regulate his 
conduét. Having become afhamed and repentant of fome of his 
vices, he at length found out that there was a God. Dofte 
Mahummud Khan had retired for the cure of his wounds to 
Saffaram; Meer Jaflier Khan, Raja Doolubram, and other old 
officers, he found difaffected to his perfon, and withed to ex- 
tinguith the flames of their difloyalty, but knew not how to ef- 
fet it. He had no refolution of his own, or might either have 
bound them to his intereft by a renewal of -favour and kind- 
nefs, or have put them to death, and raifed up.minifters capa~ 







ble of conduéting the affairs of his government. He had no 


advifers free from {elf-intereft to perfuade him to employ the 
experienced fervants of Mahabut Jung in preference to themfelves, 
or of fenfe to know that from his profperity theirs would alfo 
be derived. From thefe reafons, he would at one time, when en- 
raged with paffion, order cannon to be planted againft the houfe 
of Meer Jaffier Khan, or command Doolubram to obey his 


eRe Moin Laal, or treat Juggutt Seet with contemptuous 
threats, 


At 


— 
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At this time, the Englith having taken the faétory of O™ 
dernagore from the French, Mr. Law, wg atid oF ald 
and fome artillery, having cicaped aan the onsite foug . 
tection at (woot{hudabad, and offered his fervices to aan 
Vowlah, who readily received him. . Upon. this the Eng 
either at the inftigation of the difaffected chiefs, or of their ow: 
accord, reprefented through their agent, that as there was a treat 
fubfifting between them and the nayob, by the articles of 
the friends or enemies of either party were to be conf 
fuch by both, he acted contrary to, it by receiving the Frei ; 
with whom they were at wat. The navob advifed with Mr. 
Law how to aét; who obferved, that if indeed he affifted his 
nation againft the Englifh company in the field, it would be 
a breach of treaty; but that it could be mone for him 
entertained thouwfands of every caft, if he kept a few Fre 
men alfo in his {ervice. Aim anfwer fimilar to this was convey= 
ed to the Englith, who, however, renewed their remonttrances * 
at the inftigation of the difaffected ; and thefe perfons under — 
pretence of regard to his welfare, obferved, that to quarrel 
with the Englith for the fake of a few diftreffed Frenchmen, 
was unwife, and would occafion much confufion. At length, | 
Serauje ad Dowlah commanded Mr. Law to retire to Patna, 
Mr. Law at taking Jeave told him, that moft of his chiefs 
were difaffected to his pérfon, and Jeagued with the Englith 
in intentions to depofe him, which was the caufe of advifing 
his difmiffion; that on his departure they would fet him at 
variance with the Englith and deftroy him, which they could 
not effect while he remained to affift him. Serauje ad Dowlah 
felt the truth of his obfervation, but was too timid to keep him 
at his capital. He promifed to recall him when neceflary 5 but 
Mr. Law faid, “ I know we fhall never meet again.” After 
his departure, the navob’s difputes with Meer Jaffier, Doolub- 


ram, and other chiefs, arofe to greater heights, infomuch sn 
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they, with Juggutt Seet, being in fear of their lives, refolyed, 
in order to fave themfelves, to effec his deftruction. Goofeety 
Begum alfo, who hated Serauje ad Dowlah, and was irritated 
at his feizure of her treafures and eftates, ufed every means to 
excite the refentment of her friends againft him, and to procure 
their affiftance for Meer Jaftier, whom fhe alfo fupplied with 
large fums of money, which the had {ecreted by means of her 
eunuchs and female attendants. ; 


Meer Mahummud Jaffier Khan and the other chiefs agreed, 
that the fureft method of de fing Serauje ad Dowlah, would 
be to excite the Englith amit ee With this view, Juggutt 
See loyed his agent, Ameen Chund, a principal merchant of 
Calcutta, Doolubram fome other pesfon, and Jaffier Khan, Ameer 
Beg, who had fome conneétion with the Englith, to whom he 
had been of fervice when their factory was taken. Thefe per- 
fons reprefented the outrageous condu& of the navob to their 
Panag and the general defire of the provinces for his re- 
ssertl ‘They even produced a written requeft to the Englith, 
that the would march for this purpofe, and, by a little trou. 
ble, deliver a world from. tyranny and oppreffion, for which they 
fhould receive *three corores of tupees, and other favours. The 
particulars of the navob’s cruelties to Goofeety Begum and others, 
were alfo difplayed, and the paper was attefted under the {eals 
of thofe perfons who fuffered injuries. 








The Englith, who are unequalled in valour and fentiment, 
(and who is it that does hot with for conqueft ?) upon intelligence 
of thefe circumftances, determined on war with Serauje ad Dow- 
lah; but as it is their cuftom, and indeed of every wile peo- 
ple, not to break with any one without a reafon affigned, doubt- 
lefS_ they gave one to him, of which I am not informed. It 

; was, 
*Thrce millions fterling, 


4 
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was, moft probably, that of his delay in payment of money fet 
tled by treaty for the loffes at the capture of Calcutta. 


War being refolved on, colonel Clive, known here 1 
title of Sabut Jung, prepared to march; upon intelligence of — 
which, Serauje ad Dowlah, overwhelmed with dread, tried, when 
too late, to reconcile his dependants, who pretended to be al 
tached to his perfon, the better to coyer their own defigns. 
difpatched Doolubram, with the greateft part of his arm 
throw up intrenchments at Plafley; but he {pent his I n 
fecret negotiations with the Englifh, and fecuring the troops in 
his own intereft and that of Jather Ali Khan; who, renewing 
his attendance at the durbar, and apparently reconciled a 
Serauje ad Dowlah, found means, by promifes and o me- 
thods, to draw over moft of the officers about the navob’s | 
fon to his defigns, fo that very few remained loyal. Uber ies 
telligence of colonel Clive’s having begun his mare om 
Calcutta, Serauje ad Dowlah reluctantly, his heart divided with 
hope and terror, moved from Munfoor Gunge to Plafley, where 
the Englifh, at the utmoft not exceeding three thoufand men, 
natives and Europeans, fhortly arrived. On Thurfday, the fifth : 
of Showaul, 1170, the flames of battle were lighted up. As A.D. 1756. 
Europeans, and the Englith in’ particular, are celebrated for a 
{kilful management of artillery, colonel Clive began his attacl 
with a cannonade, fo unremitted and inftantaneous, as confound- 
ed the fight of his oppofers, and overcame their faculties of 
hearing. “Meer Jaffier Khan and his affociates in ee be 
held the enemy at a diftance, fafe from injury 5 but eer 
Muddun and others, ready to facrifice their lives or acquire a 
tory, bravely oppofed the enemy. They were, rower are 
to charge from the violence of the cannonade, at ae a 
lutely, though flowly, advancing, till at length they gain 


it is fai Clive, not ex= 
Grove of Plaffey; and, it is faid, that colonel jive, es 
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peéting fuch refiftance, abufed Ameen Chund and accufed him 
of treachery, faying, “ that he had reprefented the army of 
* Serauje ad Dowlah as difaffeé ed to his perfon, but now the 
“ contrary appeared from their valiant oppofition.” Ameen 
Chund replied, « that the prefent enemy was only Meer Mud- 
«* dun and a few chiefs, who were faithful to the navob; but 
‘* when he was routed, the truth of his reprefentations would 
“ appear.” During this conyerfation, as revenge was decreed 
for the crimes of Serauje ad Dowlah, Meer Muddun, who was 
truly brave, and cherifhed the feeds of fidelity in his heart, re- 
ceived a mortal wo 


round from a cannon ball. He was carried 


etl og ig a having uttered a few words ex- 
preffive of his loyalty, tefigned his foul to the Creator of life. 
Serauje ad Dowlah by his lofs wi involved in defpair. Hay- 
ing fent for Meer Jaffier, who refufed for fome time to obey 
the fummons, the navob in abject terms befought his protec- 
tion; and, I have heard, that taking the turban from his own 
head, ; he placed it at the feet of Jaffier, faying, “ I now 
“ truly repent of my behaviour towards you, and offer your 
“ obligations to. Mahabut Jung, my grandfather, and our re- 
“ Jationfhip, as interceflions for your forgivenefs. I now regard 
«« you as holding his place, and befeech for pardon to your 
*¢ flave, conjuring you to aét as becomes your character as a 
« defcendant »from the prophet, and your ancient obligations, in 
** defending my life and Teputation.”” Meer Jather Khan, jadg- 
ing this a fit opportunity to complete his treachery, advifed, 
that as but little of the day was remaining, the troops fhould 
be recalled to their tents, and promifed in the morning to re-~ 
pulfe the enemy. Serauje ad Dowlah urged his fears of another 
night attack; but Jafhier affuring him he would guard againft 
it, he fent orders to his dewan Moin Laal, who had accom- 
panied Meer Muddun and was ftill engaging the enemy, to 


' return to the camp. The dewan fent for anfwer, that the pre- 


fent 
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fent was not a time for retreat, for, if he fhould retire, a 
would fpread among the troops, who would probably fly i 
confufion. The navob a fecond time advifed with Jaffer 

who infifted on the retreat of the dewan, or he would 
aét; upon which he repeated his orders, and Moin Laal ri = 
luctantly obeyed. 


When a man’s ill fortune prevails, he does that which he 
fhould not. The troops, as had been forefeen, conftruing the 
return to camp into defeat, began to fly in great numbers. 
Serauje ad Dovwlah feeing this defertion, much alarmed by the 
enemy in front, but much more apprehenfive of thofe about 
his perfon, at length left the camp, about half an hour be- 
fore funfet, and arrived early the next morning at Munfoor 
Gunge. Here, though he befought his attendants to remain 
with him till he could prepare for efcape, and fix on fome 
proper place of refuge, he could not prevail, but was deferted 
by numbers. Even his wife’s father, Mahummud Eeruch Khan,, 
though the navob begged him to ftay and collect troops, either 
to defend him where he was, or accompany him in his retreat, 
refufed, and haftened to his own houfe at the city of Moorfhud~ 
abad. As a laft refource, the navob opened the doors of ‘his e 
treafury, and diftributed large fums to the foldiers, who received 
his bounty and deferted with it to their homes. An immenfe 
thus, to him unprofitably, expended. He was un- 
eenerous when he fhould have been liberal, and oppretlive to 
Fnankind and now faw the confequences of his crimes, fuffer- 

; fon for the calamities he had infliéted upon 


ing in his own perf c 

alii. Having remained till night at on pee “at 
: : fer th hit 

finding himfelf almoft deferted by all, he too ee he tes 


jewels and fome other yaluables upon xigaats: cle at 
al Niffa Begum, and two oF three favourite pee 
ed carriages, quitted his gta three in the morning, 


and 
Vot. II. z 





fum was 


y 
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and haftened to Bogwaungolah, where he embarked upon the 
Ganges, with the defign of feeking refuge in the fort of Patna. 
In this proceeding he was alfo imprudent; for, had he kept the 
land, and called the jemmautdars of the villages to his aflift- 
ance, they would have efcorted him in fafety, ih hopes of being 


‘rewarded, and he would have been joined by numbers of his 


‘troops, when recovered of their panic and hearing of his efcape ; 
but, alas! who can remedy the ills of fate? His reafon for 
flying by water, was the hope of meeting Mr. Law, to whom 
he had written preflingly to haften to his afliftance, on the firft 
intelligence of the march of the Englith, and to come down 
‘the river for the greater fpeed. Mr. Law received the letter, 
‘but, according to the ufual delay in Hindooftan, before he could 
procure from Ramnarain the money ordered for his expentes, 
fome. time elapfed. He left Patna, but hearing of the defeat 
and death of Serauje ad Dowlah, on reaching Raujemahal, he 
retreated, and major Coote was afterwards fent in purfuit of 


min to the frontiers of the provinces. 


When Meer Jaffier found that fortune had favoured his de- 
figns, by the retreat of Serauje ad Dowlah, he remained at 
Plafley, and had an interview with colonel Clive, with whom 
and the Englifh troops he the next day entered Moorfhudabad, 
and iffued proclamations of fafety to the inhabitants in his own 
name. His partners in confpiracy, and thofe who, loving quiet, 
were attached to no party, haftened to prefent congratulations 
and offerings; and fuch as did not approve his condu& and 
were fecretly attached to Serauje ad Dowlah, (they were bat 
few) not chufing to be fingular, through fear did the fame. 
Having feated himfelf on the mufnud of the provinces, he 
founded high the trumpet of power and exultation, and em- 
ployed himfelf in fettling affairs and dividing the treafures of 
the palace, as had been agreed, between himfelf, Raja Doolub- 


ram, 


aakaiamn cil 
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ae and the Englith. As he was ambitious of copying M 
aot: Jang, he affumed the fame titles on his feals, an 
tred thote of that navob’s relations on his own, He difp 
his fon in law Meer Caufim Khan in purfuit of Sea sa 
Dowlah, and iffued orders to Meer Daood, the commandant ¢ 
Raujemahal, to be vigilant in preventing his efcape from ‘the: 
province, The unfortunate fugitive, being arrived on the- bank 
oppofite to Raujemahal, and with his women preffed by henge 
after a faft of two days, difembarked at the cell of a « fo 
named Dana Shaw, of whom he afked help in procuring vic- 
tuals. To this man, in the days of power, he had offered fome 
affront, the memory of which ftill dwelt upon his mind. The 
fakeer received him courteoufly, and provided food, but privately 
difpatched information of his important gueft to Meer Daood, 
who, with Meer Caufim, haftened to the cell, and took him 
prifoner, with his women and effects. Serauje ad Dowlah now 
entreated for life of thofe men, who had lately trembled at his 
name, and fuffered their reproaches. He begged to be allowed 
a moderate income and a retired dwelling. Meer Caufim Khan 
obtained by threats and promifes a cafket of jewels from the 
Begum to an immenfe amount, and each of the captors a vya~ 
luable booty. The dewan Moin Laal. had before this been feiz- 
ed at Moorfhudabad, and his effects and life were taken by 
Doolubram. On Sunday, the fifteenth of Showaul, Serauje ad 
Dowlah arrived, a difgraced captive in the hands of his fervants, 
at Moorfhudabad. When the people beheld*him in this fitu- 
ation, they forgot his vices, and recollected only the hardthip 
of his prefent fortune, comparing it with the fplendour they 
had feen him furrounded with from his infaney till now. It is 
faid, that feveral jemmautdars, as he paffed their quarters, were 
fo penetrated with grief and anger as to prepare to refcue. 
him, but were prevented by their fuperiors, who had expecta- 
tions of reward from his rival; fo that the virtue of the weak 
ZZ2 F was 
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of no effet. Meer Jaffier was at this time at Munfoor Gunge, 
but his fon Meeraun at Moorfhudabad. This young man fur- 
paffed his father in every evil quality, never hefitating to fhed 
blood. He regarded readinefs to punifh as good policy, and 
mercy as folly. With fuch ideas he was fond of comparing 
him(elf to Mahabut Jung. He ordered Serauje ad Dowlah to 
be confined and put to death; but no perfon of rank would 
undertake the murder. At length, a wretch named Mahum- 
muddy Beg, who from his infancy had been cherifhed by Ma- 
habut Jung and Serauje ad Dowlah, from whofe grandmother 
he had received a portion with his wife from charity, offered 
to execute the horrid deed. When the unfortunate navob faw 
him ‘approach his perfon, he faid, “ Art thou come to kill me?” 
and, upon receiving a reply in the affirmative, began to pray; 
then fuddenly exclaimed, ‘« Will not they let me live fome- 
«© where in obfcurity? No, no, it cannot be; I muft be facri- 
© ficed for the murder of Houffein Koollee Khan.” The affaf- 
fin now inflifted feveral wounds, and the navob falling down, 
cried, “* It is enough, my tafk is over, and revenge is finifh- 
« ed.” Having faid thus, he refigned his foul to the Creator, 
and left this world of crimes by the fword of cruelty. His 
‘body was placed upon an elephant, and carried through the city, 
expofed to the populace. It is faid, that the driver of the cle~ 
phant, by accident ftopping at the {pot where Serauje ad Dow- 
Jah had affatfinated *Houffein Koollee Khan, fome drops of 
blood fell from tHe body upon the fame ground. 


« Be warned by example, O ye men of underftanding, and 

" « yiew well the revolutions of fortune. Place not your reliance 
« upon the world’s fuccefs, for it is uncertain and inconftant, 
« like a publick finger, who goes daily from houfe to houfe. 
Give not thy affection to a damfel, who every day changes her 


<¢ gallant. 
* A near relation of his own. 
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“gallant. In the eye of the wife, fortune is as chaff, blow: 


*‘ about by every wind. Didit thou poffefs the treafures of the 
world, what thou haft expended in benevolence will alone: 


‘* profit thee,” 
; When the corpfe of the nayob approached the refidence of 
his afflicted mother, guefling the difafter from the clamour of 
the populace, fhe burft from her apartments, and ran into the 
ftreet, beating her breaft, but was forced back with blo by ; 
order of Khadim Houffein. Khan, who fat upon the terrace of 
his houfe to view the expofure of the body of his lord’s fon, 
Jaffier Khan was afleep when the unfortunate prifoner had are 
rived, and did not wake till after the murder, when being ins 
formed of his coming, he fent to his fon, commanding him to 
be careful of his perfon. Meeraum, oa receiving the order, 
laughed, and faid, “ I am mot fo weak as to be ni in 
“« fuch affairs;” and to his companions he vauntingly exclaim 
ed, “ My father juft now fent, but I had before completed 
*¢ the affair, for am I not, my friends, fon to the fitter of 
«© Mahabut Jung? How then could I be carelefs upon fuch an 
“* occafion?” : 


MEER 
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MEER JAFFIER KHAN, 





Merr Jaffier having thus become navob of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriffa, fhortly after his acceffion prepared to march towards 
Patna, having fome doubts of the fubmiffion of Ramnarain, 
the deputy governor of that city; and alfo to quell fome dif- 
orders which had broken out in the diftri€t of Poorneah from 
the rebellion of fome principal dependants of the late fojedaur, 
Shokut Jung. In the month of Suffir, of the year 1171, he 
moved to his camp, leaving his fon Meeraun in the direction of 
affairs at Moorfhudabad. Here, having fome fufpicions of Meerza 
Mhadee, brother of Serauje ad Dowlah, he commanded him to 
be put to death. Some report, that he was difpatched by poi- 
fon, and others, that he was prefled to death between two 
boards ufed to tighten bales of fhawls. The caufe of this ac- 
tion was the difaffection of Raja Doolubram, who now repent= 
ed of having efpoufed the caufe of Meer Jattier, and was pri- 
vately confpiring to refcue Meerza Mbhadee from confinement 
and declare him foubahdar, not having been rewarded for his 
late treachery, as he expected. 


Upon Meer Jaffier’s arrival at Raujemahal, having appointed! 
Khadim Houffein Khan fojedaur of Poorneah, he dimified him 
to reftore order in that diftricdt, which was effected with little 
Oppofition, the rebels being deferted by their adherents at the 
fight of his army. Ramnarain, upon the approach of the navob 

: : towards 
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towards Patna, unwilling to truft his promifes of fafety for his 
perfon and continuance in employment, endeavoured to obtain the. 
fupport of the Englifh; for which purpofe he difpatched his 
agent Geeda Mul to procure affurances of protettion from colonel 
Clive, before hé would agree to vifit the navob. Geeda Mul 
reprefented to the navob, that his mafter was fearful of vifiting 
him without the fecurity of the Englifh; to which Meer Jaf- 
fier readily agreed. The vaqueel having gained over the fecre- 
tary, prepared a paper, and brought it for the approbation. 
the navob, who being at that time fomewhat intoxicated, would 
not read himfelf, but ordered his fecretary to tell him the con-= 
tents, which he did in a flight manner, and varying from the 
fpirit. The navob being fatisfied, fent the paper to colonel Clive, 
requefting that he would copy and ratify it with his feal, which he 
did, and kept the draft. ‘The contents of the paper were in thefe 
words: «* You may come: with fafety and fatisfaction of mind. 
“« The fecurity of your perfon, honour, fortune, and continu 
“ance in employ, without fettling your accounts, refts upon 
«¢ me.” Geeda Mul hafted upon the wings of {peed to Ram- 
narain, who repaired without hefitation to the nayob’s camp; 
where, #however, he vifited firft colonel Clive, who fent an offi- 
cer of rank to introduce him to Meer Jaffer. The navob was 
offended at his difrefpeét in not coming firft to him, and com- 
manded him to remain in the camp, which he did, till the 
arrival of the army at the city of Patna. 





Meer Jaffier upon his arrival at Patna was vifited by all the 
refpectable inhabitants, to pay their allegiance upon his accef- 
fion to the foubahdary, and among them were many, who hay- 
ing formerly lived with him on terms of intimate equality, hoped 
to fhare the advantages of his exaltation, but were mottly dif- 
appointed, by a cool reception. Among thefe was Meerza Shumfe 
ad Dien, who, in the days of his diftrefs, had affifted him with 


a fum 
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a fum of money, and now hoped to have it repaid, and to 
enjoy the favour of the navob; who, however, aflumed towards 
him a diftant behaviour, fearful, as the Meerza was a man of wit, 
and free of {peech, that he might affume too much upon their 
former intimacy. One day it happened, notwithftanding, that 
Shumfe ad Dien being admitted to his prefence, was going to {peak, 


_ when, the nayob, expecting a reproach, faid, ‘¢ I have not for- 


** gotten your former kindnefs, which I mean to repay; but at 
“ prefent the expenfes of the Englifh army and other contingen- 
* cies are {0 great, it is not in my power. When God {hall give 
“me ability and opportunity, I will not be unmindful of your 
*« obligations.” The Meerza, pretending feclings of compaflion, 
faid with a fobbing accent, “ No more, my Lord, I am ftruck 
** with your fufferings; but, alas! Serauje ad Dowlah plundered 
«my houfe, or I fhould now have efteemed contributing to 
«* your relief as an honour.’ Meer Jaffer was womanithly fond 
of jewels, of which he always wore great numbers in his higher 
fortunes. On this day, his neck, arms, wrifts, and turban were 
more richly ornamented than ufual, and the Meerza wittily faid, 
«To be fure, thefe few ftones about your perfon are not of 
“« any great value to any one; but I thould think a bléw from 
© one of your highnefs’s hands as an honour and {atisfaction.” 
Again, fome enemy of the Meerza’s informed the navob, that 
his attendants had picked a quarrel with thofe of colonel Clive, 
who was much offended; and the Meerza coming in foon after, 
Meer Jaffier reproved him, faying, « Know you not the rank 
“ of the colonel, that your people fhould dare to infult any of 
“ his friends?” "The Meerza, putting on a look of fubmiffion, 
exclaimed, “* My patron, how dare I even look the colonel in 
“ the face with fteadinefs, who every morning of my life make 
“« three obeifances to his “afs.”’ Meer Jaffer was filent, and 
pretended not to underftand the meaning. 


After 


» Alluding to Meer Jaffier’s being fupported by the colonel. 
e 
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After fome days {pent in ceremony and entertainments, Meer — 
Jaffier, who intended conferring the government of Patna upon 
his brother Cauzim Khan, demanded from Ramnarain a . 
count of his difkurfements, and the balance of revenue due | 
government; but the wily Hindoo, who had, expe@ting this deo 
mand, fecured the protection of the Englith, complained to 
colonel Clive, who reprefented it to the nayob as a breach of 
faith. The navob replied, that he faw no reafon why he fhould 
refign the province to Ramnarain, and injure his own brother, 
for the promife of the colonel. Clive obferved, that he had 
before told his highnefs of the difagreement which the inter- 
ference of the Englifh would occafion; but as, notwithftanding, 
he had importunately entreated him to write a letter of pro- 
teétion under his own feal, he muft therefore a ae 
the contents, for he could not fuffer a breach of his: romife. 
Meer Jaffier denied having fent him inftructions to write what 
he had done; but the colonel, producing his” own draft, he | 
was filent on the fubjeét to him, but abufed his fecretary and 
Ramnarain’s vaqueel for impofing upon him, who, however, 
infifted that they had written literally according to his inftruc- 
tions, which he had forgotten in the multiplicity of _bufinefs, 
He was obliged to confirm Ramnarain in his employment, as 
the colonel infifted on his obferving the engagement. This af- 
fair being fettled, the navob made a pilgrimage to the tomb 
of a celebrated fakeer, and afterwards conyened a numerous 
aflembly of devotees, for whom he made an entertainment on 
the bank of the Ganges, at Patna; where he alfo celebrated 
the Hindoo feaft of Hooly with much. feftivity and fplendour. 
He then began his return to Moorfhudabad, hunting Ne 
march with a {elect party of his attendants at @ ag TOM 
the main body of his army. He was accompanied as as 
ed sby troops of muficians and fingers upon ugh ceh w a en- 
tertained him with their harmony. Amid fuch “luxuries Se 
Vou. I. ~ Aaa gu 
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gulated the country as he paffed, and at length reached the 
palace of Mahabut Jung at Moorfhudabad, where, plunging 
more and more into profufion and voluptuoufnefs, he became 
regardle{s of all public affairs. Meeraun, his fon, puffed up with 
vanity, copied the manners of the diflipated of Dhely, about 
four thoufand of whom he had taken into his pay as fol- 
diers. Giving himfelf up to women and debauchery, with. equal 
avidity as his father, though more excufeable, being in. the 
height of youth, there was no one to attend to the bufinefS of 
government. The troops at length became {o diftreffed through 
Want’ of pay, that they pined with hunger, and turned their 
hhorfes loofe upon the plains, for want of grain to feed them. 
Except the few thoufand guards of Meecraun, his women, and 
favourite attendants, with thofe of the navob his father, no one 
was regularly paid; and the controul of thefe extenfive pro- 
vinces was left to the direction of three fpies, Cheeny Laal, 
Munny Laal, and Aknoon Sing. By their influence the renters 
‘were protected in embezzling the revenues, fo that fhortly there 
‘was “not money fufficient carried to the treafury to bear the 








~expenfes of the navob and his fon. 


When only one year and three months of this wretched 
government had elapfed, the troops were driven to defpair, and 
the knife had now reached’the bone; till, at length, Abd al 
Hadee Khan and other chiefs confpired to remove Jaffier Khan 
from the mufnud by affaflination, when he fhould attend the 
*affembly of mourning in the month of Mohirrim; but many 
‘perfons being in the plot, fome one betrayed it to the navob 
on the fecond evening of the meeting, and he came no more 
‘into public. Enquiry was made into the particulars of the trea- 
‘fon; and many turned informers to fave their lives. Abd al 


Hadee 
*In commemoration of the deaths of the Imaums, grandfons of Mahum- 


mud. 
‘ e 
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Under pretence of regulating his diftriéts, and yifiting Raja 
Ramnarain, he left his fortrefs of *Teekaurry, formed an en- 
campment, and began to levy troops. While making -prepara= 
tions, a favourite officer defired the advance of a thoufar 

rupees; which demand, as the like had often been repeat= 
ed, caufed the raja to fay in a jefting manner to his attend- 

ants, ‘ Gholaum Ghofe inherits much bravery from his fa- 

«ther, but this meannefs of borrowing is from his mother, 

«and darkens his better qualities.” Gholaum Ghofe, hearing 

of this obfervation, was much enraged, and refolved to’ murder 

his patron. He came and afked for a thoufand rupees; “ee 
which the raja told him, ‘* Such importunity was not decent, 
and begged he would defiftt; but the other impudently de- 
clared he fhould not rife till he had given him the fam. The « 
raja, upon this, attempting to rife, he feized his garment, cry- -; 
ing, “* Sit down till you give me the money. Sunder Sing 

exclaimed, « Are you mad?” when the traitor ftabbed him mor- 

tally with a dagger; then rufhing on the attendants, he wound- : 
ed feveral, and forced his way through them. Mounting his 
horfe, he fled from the camp, but was ovate oe 
Sing, a relation of the deceafed, who called out, “ It is cowardly 
«to fly, return and fight me.” He ftopped, and HE ee 
from his horfe, a bloody conflict took place. At pees t : 
traitor’s fword being broken, he ruthed upon his antago an 
threw him to the ground, At this time ee Nerf 
ing, Soorut Sing cried out, « Why ftand yout Geliale cl 
«© murderer of your prince!” Upon this, they a i 8 88 
and put him to death with clubs and {words. af = 

der Sing prevented in his career of joining the prince. 






In the year 1172, Mahummud_ Koollee Khan, under ss A. Ds 17598 
royal ftandard ‘of Ali Gohir, who had procured ses - os 2 
the emperor grants of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, bega' 


march 
aA diftit in Bahar. 
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march towards Patna. When Raja Ramnarain heard of his 
having approached beyond Banaras, he was much alarmed, nei- 
ther the navob nor the Englifh army having yet moved from 
Moorfhudabad. The dignity of the royal name, and the terror 
of the Mogul arms, filled his mind with dread, and made him 
a& with caution. He pitched his camp at a little diftance 
from the city, refolving to join either the prince or the navob, 
whoever fhould firft arrive in ‘his vicinity. Hearing that the 
royal army had croffed the Carumnaffa, and that Meer Jaffier 
had not yet left the capital, he thought it wifeft to treat with 

former; but firft afked the advice of Mr. Amyatt, the 

of the Englifh factory at Patna, obferving, that « with- 
out the arrival of the navob’s army, he was unable to cope 
with the enemy.” Mr. Amyatt replied, that “* as to him- 
felf, if affiftance arrived, he would remain at Patna; but if 
not, on the near approach of the enemy, he would retire 
fome days’ journey to the eaftward towards Bengal, and wait 








& the or fers of council or contingency of events; that as for 
‘© Ramnar in, he fhould try to amufe the enemy as long as he 


could, till orders or help arrived from the navob; but in 
cafe he was hard puthed, to proceed “as he fhould find moft 
“ for his own advantage.” 


The Raja, having received the advice he wifhed for, began 
to amufe both parties. He wrote to Mecraun and colonel Clive, 
that he was prepared to refift the enemy, but could not brave 
them alone, therefore hoped they would haften to his reliefs 
and at the fame time he fent emiffaries to fecure the favour 
ef the prince and Mahummud Koollee Khan. *I was at this 
time atgPatna, with my mother and family, but in much dread, 
as Meer Jaffier and Meeraun having heard that my father, 
“Huddaiut “Ali Khan, was with the prince, had written to Ram- 
harain to obferve my motions, as they believed that I and my 


1 i “relations 
* Gholaum Honffein, the native writer of thafe events. 
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Hadee Khan, finding himfelf difcovered, fortified himfelf in his) ~ 
own houfe, till, at length, obtaining leave to quit the provinces, 
he embarked with his family from Moorfhudabad 5 but) } 
afterwards feized and put to death, on his way up the Ganges, 
by a band of Afghauns, commiffioned by the navob for that 
purpofe. Meer Cafium Khan, another of the confpirators, was 
alfo affaffinated. The widow of Mahabut Jung, his daughter 
Goofeety Begum and Ameeny Begum, alfo Lootf al Niffa, the 
widow of Serauje ad Dowlah, and her infant daughter, being — 
fufpeéted of encouraging the plot, were fent into confinement at 
Dacca. About three months after this, rumours were fpread of 
the prince Ali Goher’s intention to enter Bengal. ‘This intel- 
ligence alarming the navob and his fon, they, for their own 
fafety, paid up part of the arrears due to the troops, and pro- 
mifed more attention and regularity in future. ee. 
Ramnarain, the deputy governor of Patna, was a man pi 
much cunning and intrigue, void of any real regard to Meer 
Jaffer Khan and his family, but, from the conne¢tion he had 
formed with the Englith, he dared not openly act contrary to 
treaty, though fecretly he withed his deftruétion, and. was on the 
watch for opportunity to effet it. Rajas Sunder Sing and Palwaun 
Sing, two principal zemindars, out of gratitude to the protection of 
Mahabut Jung, hated Meer Jather, as the deftroyer of his fa 
mily, and meditated rebellion. The greatett number of the oF 
cipal people of the provinces, difgufted with the et aM = 
and tyranny of the late nayob, had been pleafed at nis ond : 
judging, that as Meer Jaffier was advanced in’ years, ae “ie 
Tone ferved Mahabut Jung, he would ‘hom a ; “i 
son his acceffion to power, experiencl > 
wore particularly the ie aétions of his fon pant a a 
fter of his time, they now regretted the ns o nee 
Dowlah, and the old pe a Blefs our former. rw Be ele 
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revived on the tongues of the wife and the fimple 

fier, who, when paymafter to Mahabut Jung, as files 
among the troops for his profufe liberality, upon’ afcending the 
mulls became as ‘much decried for his avarice. It is ae 
ne a perfon afking him the caufe of this change in his Lbs 
ara = teplied, that in Mahabut Jung’s time the public 
ae hot but now it was his own, his heart felt 


In this fituation of affairs, the prince Ali Goher, eldef fon 


; ae reigning emperor, having made his efcape from the hands 


his. father’s minifter, who wifhed to keep him in con- 
nement, fought proteétion with Mahummud Koollee Kha: 
the foubahdar of Aleabad. This nobleman was a youn om 
of courage, but of little conduct. Ambitious of sete ‘4 ie 
limits of his government, ‘he was eatily tempted, ae Recors 
of diforders in Bahar and Bengal, to attempt their conqueft 
under the royal fan&tion; for which purpofe he offered his 
fervices to the fugitive prince, who readily accepted them. Ma- 
hummud Koollee was alfo fupported in his hopes by affur- 
ances of aid from Shujah ad Dowlah, his coufin, and foubah- 
dar of Oude; who, however, was not fincere in his promifes 
and only promoted the expedition in order to remove his aie 
Ce from the fort of Aleabad, which he withed to feize for 
elf. Mahummud Koollee Khan had alfo received invitations 


to invade Bahar from Sunder Sing, Pulwaun Sing, and other 


difaffected zemindars. The former was truly attached to the fa- 


mily e Mahabut Jang, and burned with ardour to revenge the 
tuin of his family. He poffefled true honour, courage, and 
many other good qualities; fo that, had fate permitted him, he 
might have attained his object; but his life was too thort. 


Under 


= In his pleafures, however, 


iis, he was ridiculoufly profufe, and lavifhed fums 


which, paid to his troops, would have fecured his power, 
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relations were the exciters of his expedition. But the truth is, 
I had not the leaft acquaintance with the enemy, nor corref-- 
pondence with my. father, who had long refided at Dhely, 
where, like the reft of the nobles, he fpent his time in diffi- 
pation, and had married a Cafhmirian woman ; haying no con-_ 
cern at all with us or my mother for near fixteen years, 
during which he enjoyed offices of great emolument. We alfo, 
from the kindnefs of our relations Mahabut Jung and his 
nephews, paffed our time in eafe and affluence, nor wanted his 
notice; fo that, except a letter of ceremony now and then, there 
was no other communication between Us; 

Ramnarain was well informed of thefe particulars, and on 
the receipt of the navob’s letter aflured me of his protection 
from his jealoufy. Upon the approach of the prince nearer 
Patna, Mr. Amyatt with the reft of the Englifh embarked in 
their boats, and retired twenty oF thirty cofs towards Bengal, 
leaving their factory under the protection of Ramnarain 3 who 
by this ftep was confirmed in his refolution to vifit the cae 
and Mahummud Koollee Khan. He was, however, ae : 
againft it by Raja Moorlydher, chief of the {pies, ee get 
Meer Jaffier would in the end prevail from the a if Fi é 
the Englifh; and he thought juftly: but Ran Bie | oe 
imprefled by the awe of royalty, and the flownels e i me 
vob and the Englifh. When refolved upon his condu he a 
for me privately, and afked me to go and fecure him ee 

«Je favour through the mediation of my father. I complie 5 
Wes pe the camp On the road I met feveral {pies, 

u : i ue 
a re the news of the prince's approach. a % 
» Aroul, I faw Muddar ad Dowlah, who was a on % a 
of the prince, and Meerza Mahummud Ali on thateor = 


a naraif 1, moun ed 
han, as ents, to Ram 1) 
hummud Koollee K > 1g t hy 


2 A town a few days’ march from Patna. 


> 
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elephants, with one hundred horfe. I was aftonithed, that any 
other fhould be fent on this bufinefs than my father, who was 
intimately acquainted with the province and its principal inha- 
bitants. When I had travelled a little farther, I heard that 
my brother Nukkee Ali Khan had joined my father, who had 
fummoned him by letter. This gave me much concern, as 
there was no caufe for his thus fubjecting himfelf to the re- 
fentment of the navob of Bengal. About funfet I reached the 
prince’s camp, had an interview with my father, and {oon dif. 
covered, that, from ‘his haughtinefs of difpofition, he had not 
courted the attention of Mahummud Koollee Khan, like Mud- 
dar ad Dowlah and others, under whofe influence the prince 
adted, as upon him indeed he depended for fubfiftance. I afked 
him, “ Why he had joined the prince, fince it could anfwer 


no purpofé but vexation of heart, and the lofs of our jag- 


“ hires in Bahar, which we had obtained at the expenfe of fo 
« much time and trouble.” He gave me an angry reply; but 
I perceived that he felt the truth of my obfervations. How- 
ever, it came indeed rather too late, and his fituation was 
pitiable ; for whenever the prince, who was hafty and incon 
fiderate, a€ted contrary to the wifhes of Mahummud Koollee 
Khan, he confidered his conduét as originating from the ad- 
-vice of my father. In fhort, Muddar ad Dowlah, being arrived 
at Patna, perfuaded Ramnarain by threats and promifes to vifit 


‘the prince and Mahummud Koollee Khan; who, on their parts, 


agreed that he fhould be continued in the foubahdary. Hear- 
ing of this, one day before that appointed for the interview, I 
reprefented to my father, ‘ that Ramnarain was very artful 
“and circumfpect ; that under awe of the prince’s name and 
“the Mogul arms, he had been led to fubmiffion; but, upon 
« feeing the true ftate of the camp, would repent of his timidity, 
“ and if allowed to return tothe city, would never come back.” 
My father angrily replied, « that the family of Timur never 


« dealt 
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dealt with treachery to any one.” I anfwered, ‘ that I did 
not hint that treachery fhould be ufed, but only that the 


a 
“cc 


“ 


he muft of neceflity become their friend, and upon: intelli- 
gence of the-fall of the city, the navob’s army would ad- 
vance lefs rapidly.” He anfwered, ‘* that Mahummud Koollee 
Khan had the power.” I advifed him to inform him; but 
he faid, « that, as he never confulted him, there was no caufe 
** for his intruding his advice.” This enraged me, and I told 
him, « he had given our family to the winds.” He became 
more angry, and I was filent. 


€ 
“ec 


“e 


The day following, I went with my father to the royal tents. 
The arrival of the raja, and his being long im private with, 
Mahummud Koollee Khan, was announced. Lofing all patience, 
I mentioned what I had obferved to my father, to Moneer ad 
Dowlah and others; but in vain, At length, Mahummud Koollee 
entered the royal prefence, and, having made his obeifance, took 
his place as vizier on the left of his highnefs. He inftantly 
began to praife the raja, faying, ‘ He was a wife Hindoo, and 
si {poke the Perfian with great readinefS; in fhort, that he was 
«© fo much pleafed with his abilities, that he had appointed 
« him his own dewan, and given him the deputation of Ale- 
‘ abad.” The prince naturally afked him, “ How he could 
« place fuch confidence in a perfon at firft fight ?” when Mud- 
dar ad Dowlah and others, who had been gratified by the raja 
with a few thoufands of rupees, immediately uttered forth his 
praifes for wildom, fidelity, and all good qualities, offering 0 
be his .pleages. In a little time the raja arrived, and ae 
obliged to ufe all the ceremonies of royal audience, whic ae 
had never till now been accuftomed to, he came up to 3 
throne with a terrified afpect and parched lips, to prefent his 
offering, which I forget whether the prince or Muddar ad nang 
VoL. 0k, Bbb 


prince and his army fhould enter Patna with the raja, when. 
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lah took from him. He was then invefted with a khelaut ; 
but, as he had himfelf till now been only a beftower of them, 


he was much weatied with the numerous obeifances, neceffary - 


at receiving every feparate part of the drefs. When this was 
over, having ftood and recollected himfelf a little, I faw him 
obferving the wretched appearance of the prince, and the ftrange 
Manners of his attendants, with contempt, fhame at his having 
Come to an interview, and impatience to return. He was foon 
difmiffed, and went with Mahummud Koollee Khan to his tents, 


‘who permitted him to leave the camp; and the raja, imme- 


diately upon his arrival at Patna, iffued orders to fhut the gates, 
and man the walls of the city. For fome days, he continued 
to amufe the prince and Mahummud Koollee Khan with trifling 


- prefents and meflages, in order to prevent hoftilities till the ar- 


tival of the navob’s army; and fuch was the weaknefS of the 
enemy, that they fuffered themf{elves to be impofed upon by 
his excufes. At length, Mahummud Koollee Khan withed to 
move his camp to the eaftward of the city, through which 
was the common road; but Ramnarain reprefenting to him that 
fome diforders might arife on the march, from the irregularity 
of the Mogul troops, he confented to go another way; though 
this denial of a paffage made it clear to all, but himfelF, bis 
the raja was deceiving him till the approach of the ftavobte 
atmy, He encamped for fome days near the gardens of Jaffier 
Khan, and the raja kept up the farce of loyalty, by pretend- 
ing to prepare a ftatement of the revenues of the province and 
the balance in the treafury; till, at length, intelligence of the 
march of Meeraun and colonel Clive from Moorfhudabad ar- 
tiving, and the enemy-becoming more urgent in their demands 
he drove the meffengers of Mahummud Koollee Khan ag 
the city, by the importunate advice of Moorlydher, who was 
apprehenfive of the nayob’s fufpecting his loyaliy's) ther rite; 


Ramnarain 
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Ramnarain would have amufed them without hoftilities, till the 
arrival of the Bengal army. i 


It is a juft obfervation, « that the weak man aéts the fame 
«as the wife, only not till after difgrace;’’ and fo it was 
with Mahummud Koollee Khan, On receiving the raja’s mef- 
fage, which was, ‘ that he confidered himfelf as a fervant of 
«the navob of Bengal, and had only vifited him as a guelt of 
«< his matter’s, but did not underftand his demand of the pro- 
« vince,” he flew into a violent rage, vowing that he would 
bring him by force to the prince the next day. Accordingly, 
in the morning he began to cannonade, and the fiege was car- 
ried on for fome days with great brifknefs. In all probability, 
Patna would have fallen into his hands, had) not) the operations 
been interrupted by intelligence, which caufed him to raife the 
fiege and retreat. This was that Shujah ad Dowlah, who had 
obtained his permiffion to fhelter his women in the fort of Ale- 
abad, on pretence of marching to join him, had treacheroufly 
{eized that place, and pofieffed himfelf of the province. Ma- 
hummud Koollee retired from Patna, and the prince, unable to 
a with his own {mall army, reluCtantly accompanied him. Oa 
his arrival at Phoolwawree, only four miles from the city, he 
was met by Mr. Law; who had haftened with his fmall band 
of Frenchmen: from Chutterpore, (where he had ,refided fince 
the fall of Serauje ad Dowlah) to offer his fervices. Mr. Law 
remonttrated with him, but in vain, on the folly of a retreat 
when he was fo near fuccefs. He marched onwards, and Mr. 
Law went to yifit the prince, and offer his affiftance. The 
prince unhefitatingly informed him, “ that he depended on 
“ Mahummud Koollee Khan even for his daily expenfes, and 
« without him could not continue the fieges therefore mutt re- 
“ tire to Chutterpore, in hopes of fapport from the raja of 


«that country.” Mr. Law offered to accompany him, and 
sof Bb b 2 marched 
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marched on in front. Being at Saffaram when he arrived there, 
I paid him a vifit; when he complained loudly of the folly 
of the nobles of Hindooftan, who, he faid, were cowardly, 
giving up their empire to ruin; that he had travelled from 
the coaft of Bengal to Dhely, and been witnels. of nothing but 
oppreffion of the poor and plundering of travellers. <* Though 
« J,” faid he, “ have ufed every argument to excite fach 
* powerful nobles as *Shujah ad Dowlah and *Ummaud al 
“ Moolk to regulate the empire, and attempt the recovery of 
‘ Bengal from the Englith, they would not attend to me, nor 
« underftand their real interefts.” . 

~~ Soon after Mr. Law had paffed, the prince, and with him 
my father, arrived ; who complained heavily of the behaviour 
of Mahummud Koollee Khan and his highnefs, afking my ad- 
vice how he fhould proceed. I obferved, «* That as he could 
not return to Dhely, from the enmity of Ummaud al Moolk, 
«and the prince was unable to fupport him, there was but 
“ one refource left, which was, to join Pulwaun Sing, who had 
“« great intereft with Ramnarain, and could procure the refti. 
“ tution of our jaghires, forfeited by joining the prince, fhould 
« Pulwaun Sing fubmit.” This he agreed to; and accordingly 
went to his camp, where the raja gladly received him. Pul- 
watin Sing, who was tich and powerful, offered, if the prince 
and Mr. Law would remain with him, to hazard an engage- 

ment with the Englifh and Meeraun; but they would not con- 

fent, fearful that, as he was a zemindar, he might treacheroufly 
deliver them up to the enemy to make his own peace. It was 

then agreed, that the prince fhould, to fave appearances, write 

a letter to colonel Clive, demanding a fum of money as the 


price 


a Nayob of Oude, 
» Prime minifter of the empire. 
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price of his retreat; which he commanded me to compofe, and 
it was fent by Nobut Khan to the colonel. 


When Shujah ad Dowlah heard of the retreat of Ma= 
hummud Koollee Khan, he treacheroufly commanded Beny Ba= — 
hadur, his deputy, and Bulwaun Sing of Banaras, to intercept 
his march, and take him prifoner. They accordingly encamped 
their forces near *Ramnuggur, on the high road, and fent word 
to the prince and Mr. Law, that they did not mean to moleft. 
them, but would oppofe the progref$ of Mahummud Koollee 
Khan; upon which the former feparated from him, and conti- 
nued their route to Chutterpore. Mahummud Koollee, againft 
the remonftrances of his friends, confented to difband his army, 
and throw himéelf on the protection of Shujah ad Dowlah; who 
immediately on his arrival, kept him a prifoner, and fhortly 
after put him to death. ; 





Meer Jaffier Khan, upon hearing of the vifit of Ramnarain. 
to the prince, was much alarmed, and entreated the afliftance 
of colonel Clive, who agreed to march with his fon Meeraun 
to the relief of Patna; but it was not the intention of the En- 
olifh, who at this time were unacquainted with the low ftate 
of the empire, to oppole, if it was poflible to avoid it, the em- 
peror’s fon, for whofe dignity they had much refpect; and it is 
certain, had he and Mahummud Koollee Khan acted prudently, 
a treaty might have been concluded to their honour and adyan- 
tage; but their weak conduct ruined their affairs, Meeraun gee? 
his march halted at Raujemahal, intending to allure he Jac 
Houffein Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, to an maine at whi 
he had refolved to affaffinate him, being. jealous «i is ane 
and fearful of his joining the prince. This — saareer 
ing reported abroad, the fojedaur, who see a pra pie ee a 
ed from Poorneah up the banks of the Ganges, § = 


» The palace of the raja of Banaras. 
° 


* 
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he meant to join the young navob; but upon his arrival at 
Currangola, nearly oppofite ‘Raujemahal, he halted, and fent an 
agent to colonel Clive, reprefenting his fears of Meeraun’s trea- 
chery, and begging his protection. The colonel accordingly dif. 
fuaded Meeraun from his defign; and having met the fojedaur 
jn a boat on the middle of the Ganges, affured him of fafety. 
Khadim Houffein Khan, however, not chufing to vifit Meeraun, 
the colonel obtained for him the navob’s permiffion, much a- 
gainft his inclination, to return to Poorneah, Clive being fecurity 
for his fidelity to the navob, and the navob’s fincerity to the 
fojedaur. Meeraun then proceeded towards Patna with the vo- 
lonel; but before their arrival the enemy had retreated. Near 
the city they were vifited by Ramnarain, who artfully exculed 
his interview with Mahummud Koollee Khan, and became more 
favoured than before. Though he had importunately entreated 
me to be his agent with the prince, and I had complied with 
his requeft againft my own inclinations, he now abufed me to the 
nayob as a traitor, faying, ‘ It was a ftrange world, that I thould 
«be fo deceitful as efert his fervice, and join my father ;” 
though he himfelf was indeed the traitor, for his refolution was 
to join the enemy, till he faw their weaknefs. With fuch arts 
he preferved his own reputation; but it is furprizing how he 
could perfuade the Englifh that he was their friend, after having 
vifited the enemy. ‘The fact is, he was immenfely rich; and, 
in thefe days, money can do wonders, even give vice the ap- 
pearance of virtue. After fome days ftay at Patna, Meeraun and 
the Englith marched againft Pulwaun Sing, who fled to the hilly 
country for fecurity; at the fame time fending offers of fubmif, 
fion, which were accepted. Ramnarain perfuaded the young ri- 
vob to return to Patna 3: which he willingly did, being fatigued 
with the campaign, leaving Ramnarain and the colonel to adjuft 
affairs with the zemindar. Pulwaun Sing honourably infifted on 
the pardon of my father and the continuance of his jaghires, 


} before 


° 
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before he would accept his own, which was granted. God be 
praifed, that what I had forefeen, came to pafs. The Englith 
approved much the letter I had written to them for the prince, 
and, being moved with compaflion, colonel Cliye fent him a 
fum of money. All affairs being concluded with Pulwaun Sing, 
Ramnarain and the Englifh returned to Patna. 


Meeraun being now anxious to return to Moorfhudabad, pre= 
pared for his departure ; but firft wifhed to drive from his fer- 
vice Affaulut Khan and fome other officers, of whofe at- 
tachment he and his father had entertained fome fufpicions, 
but had concealed their. jealoufies on account of the prince’s 
invafion, left they fhould have joined him. Meer Jaffier had 
inftru@ed his fon to leave them behind him without their in- 
formation, left rage might provoke them to attempt his perfon ; 
but the truth is, they had no defigns inimical to the father or 
the fon. They had ever been attached to Meer Jaffer, and on 
that account were difplaced from the fervice of government by 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and fuffered great hardfhips, remaining with- 
out employment for twelve months, When I was, by the acci- 
dent already related, obliged to join the prince’s army, I wrote 
a letter to Dilleer Khan, with whom I had * exchanged turbans, 
inviting him to embrace the prince’s fervice, and requefting him 
to efcort my family to the camp. He wrote me in anfwer, . 
that his own head fhould be fecurity for my honour; but that as 
for deferting Meer Jaffier, he never would, though he thould be 
forfaken by all. 

Meeraun, agreeably to the inftructions of his father, till the 
arrival of Ramnarain pretended much friendfhip for Dilleer Khan, 
but afterwards forbad him his prefence, and departed fuddenly 


in boats towards the capital, leaving him and his followers or 
ey 


* By exchange of turbans, perfons adopt cach other as brothers, 


e 
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_ fecommended him to affu 
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der long arrears of pay. Finding he could obtain no fatisfaction 
from Ramnarain, who pleaded that he had no orders to advance 
him money, Dilleer Khan, with his friends and followers, went 
to Teckaury, and offered their fervices to Futteh Sing and Boo- 
niaud Sing, relations of the late Sunder ‘Sing, ‘who entertained 
them. Not long afterwards, Dilleer Khan joined Kaumgar Khan, 
the zemindar of Terhoot, in a petition to the prince, that he 
would march again towards Patna, and _ his highnets readily 
embraced their offers of affiftance. Dilleer Khan would have 
prevailed on me to join them, but I refuted, and repaired to 
Patna. Ramnarain would have denied me a refidence, at the 
inftigation of Moorlydher and others; but Mr. Fullerton, fur- 
geon to the Englith factory, by permiffion of Mr. Amyatt, the 
chief, gave me apartments at his own houfe, 
acquainted with thofe gentlemen. 

prince’s approach, Ramnarain encampi 
diftance from the city, 
fome Englith foldiers, 


T being intimately 
Upon intelligence of. the 
ed with his forces at fome 
and was joined by captain Cochran, with 
fepoys, and fome pieces of artillery. 
The prince had crofled the Carumnaffa, and juft entered the 
Province of Bahar, when he received intelligence of the murder 
of his father Aulumgeer 2d; upon which he difpatched an exprefs 
to my father, then at Houffeinabad, commanding him to his pre= 
fence, and afking his advice on this event. My father, in reply, 


me immediately the imperial authority, 
i a the vizarut to Shujah ad Dowlah, fou- 
: Sc» and the khelaut of ameer al amra to Nu- 
jecb ad Dowlah, a powerful Afghaun chief; alfo to difpatch 
Munneer ad Dowlah on an embafly to Ahmed Shaw Abuallee 
to requeft his afliftance, and commands to the Afghaun Chiste 
of Hindooftan to acknowledge him as emperor. 


to fend the inkftand 
bahdar of Oude, 


The prince, 
accord= 
® The vizier 


Fare eat is invefted in office By a prefent of an inkftand and canopy 


Affaulut Khan,, with their followers, when he proceeded toe ras 
gage Ramnarain, who was defeated, and with difficulty gaine 

the city. Captain Cochran and Mr. Barwell were killed, with 
fome foldiers and fepoys; but the remainder of the Englith,. 
having fpiked one of their cannon, retreated in good order to 
Patna. Raja Moorlydher and Omar Khan, a principal: 
were taken prifoners. 


. 
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accordingly, afcended the throne, by the title of Shaw Alum, 
and acted according to my father’s advice. He was snow joined 
by Kaumgar Khan with five thoufand horfe, Dilleer ia 


The emperor and Kamgaur Khan did 
not purfue the enemy, having fuffered much in the aétion, and 
loft the two gallant chiefs Dilleer Khan and Affaulut Khan. 
Had the royal army followed the fugitives, _it, is moft probable,, 








Patna would have fallen without refiftance. For fome days 


by the gallantry 
wounded. Shaw 


prizing Meer Jaffier in his capital ; 


The emperor next marched to attack Meeraun, who was 
advancing from Moorfhudabad ; but the royal 
of the Englith, 


army was defeated 


In this aétion Meeraun was 


Aulum, | by, advice of Kaumgar Khan, now 
haftened by forced marches through the hills, in hopes of fur- 


but the nayob. having timely 


intelligence from his fon Meeraun, was prepared; upon which the 


royal army retreated, ani 
Patna, hoping, 4s Meeraun h: 


to the affiftance of his father, that the city 


rey before he co 
inert they halted a few days at 
Ramnarain to prepare for Ea 
troops were with Meeraun, an 
factory. Upon: intelligenc 
many troops as were 1 


\ Vou. IL. 


uld return to relieve ite 
ces 
e of the approach 


the neighbouring di 
(Onis 


d marched by another route towards 
ad moved towards Moorfhudabad: 


would, fall an ealy 
Unfortunately for 


Bahar, which gave time to 
for the greater part of his 
only a few fepoys in the Englifh 


of the enemy, as 
ftriéts were called. 


iNy, 





city was in the utmoft confufion; but at length, no, enemy ap- 
pearing, the {pirits of the inhabitants revived. = Tena Fe 
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“in and Mr. Amyatt encreafed his force to about three com- 


panies of fepoys; from the feveral ftations. At length the enemy 
commenced the fiege, and a few nights after, Mr. Law and 
his Frenchmen attempted an efcalade, but were defeated by the 
vigilance and aétivity of the Englifh and Raja Shittabroy. They 
repeated their attempt a fecond evening in a different quarter, 
with the fame ill fuccefs; but the {pirits of the garrifon began 
to fall, efpecially of Ramnarain and his followers, when they 
were revived by the arrival of an Englifh detachment under 
captain Knox, who had marched from Burdwan in thirteen days, 
and redched the bank of the river oppofite the city the morn- 
ing after the laft affault. The following evening, the Englith 
made | a fally upon the befiegers, who wére eafily defeated. 
Kaumgar Khan now retired towards Gyah Maunpore with the 
emperor, and raifed contributions upon the neighbouring diftricts, 


for his fupport. 


‘Shaw Aulum repeatedly fummoned my father to his pre- 
fence, but he, unwilling to offend the navob of Bengal, evaded 
coming; till at length, Kaumgar Khan, to oblige him, detach- 
ed  Sheoput Mharatta to plunder his jaghire; he was then 
forced to comply, being without help, and prepared for his de- 
parture to the royal camp. Upon this, Ramnarain endeayoured 
to excite the refentment of the Englith againft me; obferv- 
ing, ‘that my father, notwithftanding the reftoration of his jag- 
hire, was leagued with the enemy and I with him, at the 
fame time cae aitharoyed the Englith protection. Mr. Amyatt 
{poke to me on the fubject, and defired I would write to per- 
fuade my father from joining the emperor. I told him, “ that 
wk my writing would be of no effect, while my father was ex- 

« pofed to the ravages of the enemy; but that, .if he fhould 
~%& be allowed to come and refide in the city, he would wil- 
“« lingly avoid going to the emperor; that as for myfelf, I had 
ee ee ; «© not 
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marks, and acct m o Kees ee ther ini of Yee 
write, which I did tiene ae Sut ee he Wweu 
of neceflity obey the empe : ate ae ne “a 
peror, while he and his family wi 
the open country expofed to his. difpleafure. It fo happe: -d : 
he repaired to the royal camp againit his inclination, and was 
honoured with the firft place in his majelty’s confidence. na 
* 3, 
The enemy continued in the country of Kaumgar Khan and 
Teekaury, waiting the fuccefs of the embafly to Ahmed Shaw 
Abdallee. At this period, Khadim Houftein Khan, being fear- 
ful of the treachery of Meeraun, refolved to join the em eror 5 
and having feized all the money he, could from the in Rien 
marched from Poorneah with five or fix thoufand hor 
feven thoufand infantry, and upwards of forty pieces 0 
lery, towards Patna, and foon arrived near Hajeepore, on the 
bank of the river oppofite the city. Had he done this before 
the arrival of captain Knox, Patna would certainly have fallen 
into the hands of the emperor, and Khadim Houflein Khan ~ i 
would have acquired great honour. Ramnarain, upon intelli- 
gence of his approach, confulted with Mr. Amyatt; who ob- 2 
ferved, that as the emperor was at a diftance from the city, 4 
the raja: fhould detach the greater part of the forces with cap- 
tain Knox, who had undertaken to crofs the river and engage 
with Khadim Houffein Khan. Ramnarain was -altonifhed he 
fhould think of attempting it with fo {mall a force; but Mr. 
Amyatt prefling him, he promifed to prepare his troops to join 
the Englith. Mr. Amyatt alfo defired the afliftance of Raja 
Shittabroy, who with great willingnelS joined captain Knox with 
his followers; about two hundred horfe and foot. The Englith. ~ 
detachment confitted of three or four companies of fepoys, one 
of Europeans, and two field pieces of artillery. The troops of 
Creicsa Ramnarain, 
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Ramnarain, according to the ufage of the prefent times, delay- 
ed their march to fettle arrears of pay and other affairs, fo 
that not one man of them joined the captain ; but on the con- 
trary, Hummeed ad Dien, a principal jemmantdaur, endea~ 
voured to perfuade Shittabroy to return, by reprefenting the folly 
of attacking fuch a force as Khadim Houflein Khan’s with a 
handful: of men, and infinuating that Ramnarain withed his de-. 
ftruction, and would be glad of the defeat of his own troops, 
to whom he owed confiderable arrears; but that he and other 
officers had refolved not to rifk their lives and fortunes by 


joining the rath, infatuated Englith. Shittabroy, however, was 


Pes aries . ead } ‘ = " 
eee ba divenee from: his attachment, and accompanied cap- 
nox acrofs 


tau the river to meet the enemy, who, contrary 
to the expectation of Ramnarain and the inhabitants of the 
city, were defeated with great flaughter, and the lofs of great 
‘part of their baggage and artillery. Upon this Khadim Houffein 
Khan retreated towards the diftrit of Butteah, and captain 
Knox, unable to purfue him, left the abfence of his detachs 
arte, una er iNis oN age: hi 
id leave Patna expofed to the emperor's army, re- 


~ crofled. the river a few days after the battle. Shittabroy, by 


his gallantry ai | fidelity, defervedly acquired the confidence of 
the Englith, who rewarded him with great liberality. 


e Not long after this event, Meeraun, who had marched from 
Moorfhudabad upon, intelligence of the defection of Khadim 


Houfféin Khan, arrived near Patna with his own army and the , 


Englith “forces ‘under the command of colonel Calliaud. With- 
out entering ‘the city, they crofled the river in purfuit of the 
rebels; who having already been defeated by fo few of the 
Englith, ftrove now only to effect his retreat from the pro- 
vinces. He kept up a fort of running fight for {everal days 
with the navob, till his progrefs was ftopped by the hills and 
the river Ghunduc; fo that he muft inevitably have fallen into 


the 
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the hands of Meeraun, 


had not an unforefe 
from deftruétion. Con ea talen 


= 


*As it was now the PO re 
the decree of divine VSN chuae Gee if at ws ‘ 
third hour of the* nicht of Wed hay ae en ; 
& ednelday the eighteenth of Zee. 
Kaud, 1173, a heavy ftorm began, ‘The world was dark and A, 
gloomy to Meeraun and his affociates, and the fplendour of the : 
day of his life and profperity changed to the black night of : 
deitruction, About a third part of the night was elapfed, when & 
his companions, with his attendants, were difmiffed. Meeraun, 
to guard againft the violence of the ftorm, quitting his large 
tent, retired to a fmaller one, called, from the inventor of it, 
a Dalleel Khaunee, low, and without walls, fecured by ; tron es 
pegs fixed in the ground yery clofe. A favourite courtezan, *- 
with whom he generally flept, allo two or three ‘other finging — 
girls, a ftory-teller, and a domeltic to ° pat his links wees 
with him. As the life of the women was yet to remain, after — 
a fhort time’ he difmiffed them; when the domettic began to 
pat his feet, and the ftory-teller his charm, to the fleep of 
death. God knows, whether he was fleeping, or his eye y ake- 
ful in expectation of the meffenger of fate, when, in the height 
of a moft heavy fhower, the threatening thunder of avenging 
anger roared, and thé lightning of wrath defcended on the. 
head of Meeraun; who reached the place of final vengeance in 
the poiture in which he lay upon his bed. The fame flafh 
falling on the domeftic and the ftory-teller, killed them ie 
Re soe 


® This is the true account of Meeraun’s death; which Mr. ‘Burke, deceived | 
by falfe reports, in the opening of his charges againft Mr. Haftings, attributed” 
to the treachery of the inghth government. ‘ ht 

® This’ patting, of the limbs is common in the Eaft, to promote circulation 
ef the blood, 
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Some time after the accident, when the fury of the ftorm had 
abated, the attendants whofe turn it was to watch, coming 1n, 
faw them in the fleep of death, and immediately, without noife 
or clamour, informed fome of the principal officers, whofe tents 
were neareft. Upon examination, five or fix {mall holes were 
found ‘on the back part of his head, and, oa his body, ftreaks 
like the marks of a whip. His fcymetar, which lay near his 
head on the bed, had alfo holes in it, and part of the point 
was melted. The tentpole appeared as if rotted. 


Meeraun was of a bloody and unrelenting difpofition. With 
him, the flightett jealoufy was fufficient to bring death on its 
obje&t. By his inftigation, Khaujeh Hadee Khan and Meer 
Cauzim Khan were affaffinated on fufpicion of difloyalty. He 
killed feveral women of his haram with his own hand, and 
would boaft of the act, faying, ‘ this was the true mode of 
& @earing up doubts, and eafing the mind of jealoufies.” With 
this favage ferocity, he procured the death of Ameena Begum 
and Goofeety Begum, the daughters of Mahabut Jung, whom 
he caufed to be drowned; and among’ his papers was found 
a lift of many perfons whom he had refolved to cut off at 
the conclufion of the campaign, determined, as he faid, to rid 
himfelf of the difloyal, and fit down in repofe with his friends. 
But the Almighty, who is protector of the univerfe, would not 
permit fuch barbarity. When he beholds a people immerfed in 
"wickednefs, he commits the guidance of power over them to 
a tyrant, that he may punith their offences: but he lets not 
that tyrant remain for ever over his fervants. The government 
of the oppreflive has no permanency, for the fcripture truly 
_ fays, ‘© Dominion may continue even with infidelity, but cannot 
‘with cruelty. If, indeed, after neceflary feverity, the cruel 

« become juft, he may eftablith their power; or elfe, remedy- 
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ing evil by evil, he fends one more cruel than themfelves to” 


« overthrow their profperity.” 


On the nineteenth, in the morni 
raun was difclofed by his fervants to 
mander of the Englifh army, who 


propriety of concealing his death from the troops. The body 
being opened in his prefence, the bowels were taken out and 


buried on the fpot. Orders of mai 


corpfe was carried, dreffed as if alive, upon an elephant, a re= 
port being given out that Meeraun was indifpofed; but his 


death was foon fpread abroad, and 
in this manner was regarded as an 


ng early, the fate of Mee= 
colonel Calliaud, the com- 
agreed with them on the 


rch were iffued, and the 


the carrying of his corpfe 
expofure of it, in revenge: 





for the difgrace offered to the body of Serauje ad Dowlah. 


Colonel Calliaud when arrived near 


Butteah prepared a hearfe, 


and fent off the corpfe to the Ganges, where it was embarked 
in a boat, and carried down to Raujemaghal for interment. The 


army. then returned to Patna, under 


the direction of Raujebul- 


lub, Meeraun’s dewan, where it remained during the rainy 


feafon; the emperor ftill continuing 


in the vicinity of Teekaury, 


and raifing contributions in the diftrits for his fupport, About 
this time, fome’ changes took place among the Englih, Colonel 
Clive had returned to Europe, leaving» Mr. Holwell in the 
government till the arrival of Mr. Henry Vanfittart, who was 
appointed to facceed him, from Madrafs. Mr. Amyatt, hay- 
ing received fome flight, repaired to Calcutta, where colonel 


Calliaud was alfo ordered, and the 
army dt Patna devolved upon major 


command of the Englith 


Carnac. 


The navob Meer Jaffier having, through grief for the death 
of his fon, loft what underitanaing he poffefied, the public _ 


affairs became neglected, and contul 
ment. The nayob, from neceliity, 


jon pervaded every depart- ” 
encreafed the’ conleguence 
z oF. 


or 
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of his fon in law Meer Caufim Khan, to whonr he had a great 
averfion, and fent him to negotiate fome bufinefs at Calcutta ; 
where, during his agency, he imprefied the minds of the coun- 
cil of his faperiority of ability for government over Meer Jaf- 
fier or his fon; and, indeed, he was eminently diftinguithed 
among his cotemporaries and family for penetration and con- 


_ du@. Having finifhed his embafly, he returned to the navob, 


who, pleafed at his fuccefs, fhewed him more kindne{s than 
formerly, and he became of ‘much influence at court, 


At this time the troops, being greatly in arrears, furrounded 
the palace in a mutinous manner, denYanding payinent.s and 
Meer Caufigg_ had the addrefs to quell them, by offering him- 
{elf as fecurity for the redreis of their grievances. Soon after 
this i beeame neceflary for him to repair jagain to Calcutta. 
Meer Jaffier was unwilling at firft to permit him; but fate 
would not allow him to prevent him. 


Mr. Vanfittart was by this time arrived, ‘To him Meer 
Caufim related the neglect of the navob in the affairs of his 
government, the difordered, ftate of the revenues and army, and 
the expenfes of the houfehold, owing to the influence,of a few 
mean people without ability, as Cheeny Laal, Munny Laal, 
and Aknoon Sing Halkarrah, over every department. Mr. Van- 
fittart, who was: unequalled among the Englith for his judg- 
ment and abilities in {tate affairs, perceived that Meer Caufim 
Khan was among all the relations and fervants of the navob 
moft diftinguithed in underftanding, and he wifhed to forth fome 
plan for the regulation of the declining provinces. It occurred 
to him, that Meer Caufim Khan fhould be entrufted with the 
adminiftration of the government, as the deputy of his father 
in law the navob, to whom he fhould regularly pay a fim 
adequate to the proper-{ypport of his dignity. He laid his plan 


before 
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before the council for their advice and approbation, and the 
majority affented to its execution; but Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Ellis 
Mr. Batfon, and major Carnac, difapproved the meafure. Thou fh 
the inability of Meer Jaflier was not fo problematical as die 
to be perceived by them, efpecially Mr. Amyatt ; yet, as he 
withed his own party to prevail ovef Mr. Vanfittart, he op= 
pofed his plans, according to the maxim, “ * It is impoffible to 
*« love Alee, and not hate Maweeah.” The two parties ace 
cuted each other, in their letters to Europe, of every mif- 
management; and their mutual enmity caufed the ruin of num- 
bers, as I fhall hereafter rclate. The governor’s party being the 
ftrongeft, his meafures took place. Meer Caufim was congra- 
tulated on his fuccefs, and returned to Moorfhudabad; where 
it was agreed that Mr. Vanfittart fhould repair to execute his 
plan. This he did very {peedily, accompanied by Mr. Haiftings 
and fome other gentlemen, with a detachment of the army. 


Upon the governor’s arrival at Moradbaug, a garden houfe 
oppofite the city, on the bank of the river Baugruttee, Meer 
Jatlier the next morning came to vifit him, and was informed 
of the plan agreed upon by the council, which he ftrenuontfly 
refufed to accede to, though Mr. Vanfittart ufed every argu- 
ment to convince him that no hurt was intended to his dignity, 
but that he only meant, by appointing Meer Caufim his deputy, 
to eafe him of a load’ of cares, which his infirm ftate of health 
rendered him incapable of bearing, and to refcue his honour 
and fafety from the dangers: they fuftained by the ill behaviour 
of ignorant and felf-interefted minifters. After fome time, the 
navob took leave, and returned to his palace. On the way 
back, he met Meer Caufim, who: was coming to Moradbaug, 
Vor. I Ddd and 


2 The family of Alee, fon in law of Mahummud, was deftroyed by the 
caliph Maweeah, who is held in abhorrence by the fect of the former on 
that account. 
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and commanded him to return; but he pretended not to hear, 
and proceeded. 


When Meer Caufim heard what had paffed, from the gover- 
nor, he expreffed his fears that the navob’s having been in- 
formed of his plan, without being obliged to its execution, 
would prove hazardous to his fafety. Mr. Vi ‘ttart exprefied 
uncertainty how to act; upon which Meer ©. m was {till 
more alarmed, faying, “ If you are at a lofi, wi  muft I be, 
«* who am without any other fupport?” It being now dinner 
time, the governor retired to table, and Meer ‘Caufim to a 
feparate apartment. Here he confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan, 
who advifed him to wait patiently for another converfation with 
the governor, and to fee how he would act: that if he gave 
‘up the plan, he could retire with his permiffion into *Beer- 
boom and join the emperor, who would gladly receive him. 
Meer Caufim refolved on this ftep, as a laft refource to fecure 
himfelf from the jealoufy of the navob, fhould the Englifh give 
up their defign, and with much policy, for he would have been 
joined by many perfons of rank, and the troops, for whofe 
arrears he had ftood fecurity, were attached to him; which 
would have enabled him to have affumed independance. Din 
ner being concluded, Mr. Vanfittart renewed the converfation, 
and it was at length determined, that Meer Jaffier thould be 
forced to accede to his meafures; for which purpofe he would 
accompany Meer Caufim to the palace the next morning. 

In the morning, Mr. Vanfittart, attended by the Englith de- 
tachment, went to the palace, and was met by Meér Caufim 
and his friends. Repeated affurances were fent to the navob, 
that no injury was intended to his perfon or dignity. Mr, 
Vanfittart endeavoured to perfuade him that the appointment of 


* A woody diftri& in Bengal, astpuss, 
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a deputy in fo near a relation, would reinftate his affairs from 


the confufion in which they were involved by the mifmanage- 
ment and rapacity of his prefent favourites, but in vain. Someu™ 


time pafled in fending and receiving meflages, when the Eng= 
lifh, finding that the navob would not confent to their requeft, 
defired’ Meer Caufim to aflume the mufnud in his own name, 
which he did without oppofition; the friends of Meer Jaffier, 
who remained the haram, having moftly deferted him, through 
fear of the ’  lith. Meer Jaffier had the offer of refiding at 
the capital, ©. Calcutta. He chofe the latter, and embarked in 
boats with his family, carrying with him unmolefted the treafures 
in the haram, the» jewels and valuable effeéts, which had accumu= 
lated to an ineftimable amount, during the governments of the 
four laft navobs of Bengal. At Calcutta he built a palace for 
his refidence, and had a monthly allowance adequate to his 
dignity. 


Ddd2 MEER 


AGH, 11743 






A, D, 1760. 
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rig ; 
Meer Caufim Khan, on his acceffion to the mufnud, ‘finding 
the treafury low, was diftreffed to pay off the arrears due to the 
troops, for which he had given fecurity, and the debts of the 

nglith {on which account he haftened to reform the revenues 
of the feveral diftriés. He gave Burdwan in mortgage to the 
Englith, and pledged to them fome of his jewels. After muf- 
tering the army, and detecting the impofitions of feveral officers, 
he fatisfied the troops, by paying them partly in money, and 
partly by orders on the collections. He fettled the difburfements 
of his houfehold, fo as not to exceed his revenue, and reformed 
feveral ufelefs departments, hitherto kept up for thew. He oblig- 


‘ed Cheeny Laal and Munny Laal to refund confiderable fums, 


which they had embezzled under the late government. Meer 
Caufim, being well acquainted with the circumftances of the re- 
lations and dependants of the three late navobs, now exacted 
money from all whom he knew to be rich, and even obliged 
feveral courtezans to refund fums and valuable effects which they 
had received from Meer Jaffier and his fon Meeraun; nor did 
he fpare the “women and eunuchs of Mahabut Jung, who had 
retired from the court and its affairs. In fhort, the advice of 
Saadee the poet, “ Why collecteft thou not from every fubjec 
“a grain of filver,, that thou mayeft form a treafitre?’ He had 
attentively liftened to, and now ftritly followed, Raja Suknut Sing, 
who had held great offices under Mahabut Jung, voluntarily de- 

a ; livered 


_ after which he prepared to reduce the power of the refraéto 
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livered up all his wealth to Meer Caufim, who gave him up 

part, and ever treated him with particular regard and attention, 
lowing him to fit clofe to his Mufnud in public. Having thas col- 
lected a great treafure, he fatisfied the army, and difbanded fu 
of the troops as he could not truft, levying others in their roo: 





zemindars. In fact, this defcription of men are in general faith 
lefs, and ready upon the fmalleft commotion to forget the in- 
dulgence of their governors; on which account former emperors 
never relied upon them, but always managed the pergui k 
their own officers. On this account, in their days, the provinces _ 
were flourifhing, and men of all ranks fatisfied and fecure; but 
fince the. zemindars have been left uncontrouled in the govern= 
ment of their diftriéts, confufion has prevailed, and the country _ 
is decaying. Meer Caufim having marched feomn, Menge [ d 
againft Affud Zummaun Khan, raja of Beerboom, who had a 
fated to. pay. an additional demand of revenue, eafily defeated — 
him with the affiftance of the Englith, Be 





It is now neceffary, for the fake of regularity, that I thould 
return to the affairs of Patna and the occurrences in that province, - 
fince the death of Meeraun. ie 

At the conclufion of the rains, major Carnac with the En- 
glifh army, accompanied by Ramnarain, Raujeboollub, and the 
forces of Meeraun, marched to Gyah Maunpore againft the em~ 
peror and Kaumgar Khan, who were defeated, and Mr. Law 
was taken prifoner. Major Carnac after the victory fent Raja 
Shittabroy with propofals of peace, and an offer to: vifit the em- 
peror, who at firft declined them, by. advice of Kaumgar Khan, 
but on the remonitrances of my father, he fent again for the 
raja, and confented to an interview with the Englifh, Upon 


c i i . Shaw Auli 
this, Kaumgar Khan retired to his own country. Ww eae 
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having moved nearer the Englith camp, appointed the next day 
to receive the major; who came agreeably to his promife, and 
after the cuftomary ceremonies, conducted his majetty to Gyah, 
from whence, in a few days, he attended the imperial ftandard 
tos Rathaseam us¥ 


7 > 


ta Bag 4 7s . ; r "y 
_ Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this event, haftened from 


Beerboom to Patna, much alarmed at the connection of the Eng- 
lifh with the emperor, efpecially as major Carnac was of Mr. 


‘Amyatt’s party, which had oppofed Mr. Vanfittart in his, accef- 


fion to the foubahdary. He refufed to vifit his Majefty in his 
camp, either from fear of Ne ale ee send but, peeetach 
negotiation, confented to is refpects to him at the Englith 
fh yo ene > etl “nes for the occafion, and a 
throne placed upon the dining tables, which were covered with 
a rich mufhud. Shaw Aulum came to the factory on the day 
appointed, and Meer Caufim being introduced, made the cuftom~ 
ary offerings, and was prefented with a khelaut and other marks 
of favour, when he agreed to pay the emperor * twenty four 
lacs of: r ees annually from the revenues of the three provincese 
After’ the ‘interview, the emperor took up his refidence in the 
citadel, and the navob returned to his own camp; but being 
jealous of my father’s attendance on his maje(ty, he prevailed 
‘on the Englifh to procure the royal order for, his return to his 
jaghire, which they did, though againft their inclinations, to 
quiet his fufpicions. ; 





Shaw Aufam, after fome ftay at Patna, having received in- 
vitations from his vizier Shujah ad Dowlah and other chiefs, 
marched from that city to join him, greatly to the fatisfaction 
of the navob, who feared that the attachment of the Englith to 
himfelf might be weakened by their regard for the royal caufe. 


Meer 


* Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 


© 






HISTORY OF BENGAL, 


Meer Caufim had long wifhed to demand of Ramnarain Fis ; 
account of the difburfements and receipts of his government, 
had never been given in, fince the death of Serauje ad 
Jah; and the navob, who was intimately acquainted with bufi 
nefs, well knew that the deputy had converted great fums to 
his own ufe. The protection afforded Ramnarain by the Englith, 
alone prevented him from proceeding to extremities; and the 
raja, depending upon their fupport, payed no attention to the 
jutt demands of the navob. Mr. Macguire, the chief of 1 1a, 
was of Mr. Vanfittart’s party, and fupported Meer Caufim; but 
major Carnac and ‘Mr. Hay oppofed his demands upon the raja. 
In this ftate of affairs, the navob, knowing my intimacy with 
Mr. Amyatt, fent me to Calcutta, that I might ell Hd 
make that gentleman his friend, and)to confent to Ramnarai n s 
being left at his difcretion, Soon after this, colonel Coote 
Was appointed to the army at Patna, and Ramnarain, thinking 
it his intereft to excite jealoufies in the minds of the Englifh 
again{t the navob, bribed the colonel’s {pies to convey him falfe 
intelligence, which he too eagerly believed. Thefe men carried 
their impofitions fo far, as to aflure the colonel that Meer Cau- 
fim had fixed a day, for attacking him by furprize; upom which 
the colonel, early on the morning mentioned, went with fome 
armed men to the navob’s camp; but finding no figns of pre- 
paration, and the navob afleep, he was vexed at his credulity, 
and returned without feeing Meer Caufim; to whom he excufed 
himfelf by a meflage, that he had come with intention to vifit him, 
but hearing he was afleep, would not difturb his repole. The 
navob complained to the council of this behaviour, which he 
attributed to its juft caufe, the intrigues of Ramnarain, of which 
they were now convinced. Colonel Coote was recalled, and orders 
fent to the gentlemen at Patna, that they fhould not interfere 


between the nayob and his deputy. wide 
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This event rendering my farther ftay at Calcutta needleis, 
I returned to Patna; and indeed it was in vain that I endeavour- 
ed to draw Mr. Amyatt over to friendfhip for the navob. He 
one day faid to me, “ You well know, that-I have no regard 
‘** for Ramnarain, but, on the contrary, diflike him; yet, as I 
“have from the beginning taken an oppofite party to the go- 
“ vernor, and our difputes are referred to England, I cannot 
«© befriend Meer Caufim without contradicting my own affer- 
“tions. If a decifion fhall arrive in favour of the governor's 
“ party, he will not feek my help; but if my opinions are ap- 
« proved, and the government committed to my charge, thould 
“ the navob offer me his friendfhip, I fhall have no objection 
“ to return it.” Upon this, I wrote freely to Meer Caufim 
the determinations of Mr. Amyatt and his friends. 

The navob, upon permiffion from the council, demanded 
Ramnarain to give in his accounts, which he did. In them the 
raja had put down large fums paid to jaghiredars; but the 


“navob required the receipts of the perfons faid to have receiv- 


ed them, as vouchers for the payment; alfo mufter rolls of the 
troops, and the books of the feveral payoflices of each corps, 
as proof of the exactnefs of the difburfements; for which pur- 


i pofe he ordered the fervants of the raja in each department to 


“attend with their papers. Rammarain, confcious of his mif- 
Management and embezzlements of the colleétions, was alarm- 
ed, and at a lofs how to att, being no longer fupported in his 
contumacy by the Englith. Some of his friends advifed him to 
refit the navob by force; but, as he was void of perfonal 
‘courage, he faw no remedy but fubmiffion, having firit pre- 
_vailed on fome of the heads of offices to fly with their ac- 


_ counts, in hopes by that means to confufe the navob’s auditors, 


“and cover his own defalcation. Meer Caufim, upon this, put 
a guard over his houle, to prevent his efcape, and having de- 
“igi tected 


‘ 






HISTORY OF BENGAL, 


tected embezzlements of large fums from the revenues, the ja 
hires, and pay of the troops, confifcated his effects, About 
*feven lacs of Tupees in money and goods were found in 
houfe, and nearly the fame fum was recovered from _perfe 
to whom it had been entrulted by himfelf and his women, 
The effects of Gongabifhen, his treafurer, and Maunfaram_ his 
banker, were alfo feized, under pretence of having concealed his 
treafures. A large {um was alfo collected from Moorlydher and 
the cutwal of the city, who had been partners in guilt with 
the raja; nor was a fingle perfon of his dependants exempt 


from fines er confifcation; fo that the navob acquired a great 
treafure. 


Meer Caufim having fettled thefe affairs tol ti on 
entered the fort of Patna with much pomp, as a proof to the 
inhabitants of his pofleffing full authority in his government, 
which in faét he did not, till the fubmiffion of Ramnarain. 
He kept him in confinement in the city, but fent Moorlydher 
prifoner to Dacca, and Ameed Roy, the royroyan, with feveral 
other perfons, to Moorfhudabad. Having obtained from the 
emperor the dewanny of the province, the government of Rhotas © 
Ghur, and the jaghires of *Eatimaud ad Dowlah, which had 
been under the direGtion of Raja Shittabroy, he demanded of 
him an account of his conduét; but he refufed to fubmit, and 
with fome faithful followers refolved to defend his houfe againft 
the troops of the navob ; but the Englifh, who owed great 
obligations to Shittabroy for his affiftance in the battle with 
Khadim Houffein Khan, prevailed with Meer Caufim te fub= 
mit his claims upon him to the decifion of the council, which 
he did, depending on the governor's fupport of his caufe. Shit- 
tabroy accordingly accompanied major Carnac to Calcutta; but 
Vou. I. Eee 4 as 


® Seventy thoufand pounds. 
© Vizier to Mahummud Shaw. 
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as, on enquiry, no fault could be proved upon him, the gover- 
nor and council granted hinr an efcort. to conduét him in fafety 
out of the provinces fubje&t to Meer Caufim, into the territo- 
ries of the nayob of Oude, where he chofe to, retire. 


Meer Caufim, fince his acceffion, had paid great attention 
to the forming his army, which he greatly ftrengthened by the 
addition of a regular artillery and feveral battalions of fepoys, 
clothed and difciplined like the Englifh; alfo a body of regu- 
lar cavalry. Thefe were commanded by Gregory, an Armenian, 
who was diftinguifhed by the title of Goorgeen Khan, and was 
the chief confidant and advifer of the navob. With this force 
he refolved to reduce the power of the Bahar zemindars, who 
had hitherto been too independant on government. He com- 
manded them all to attend his perfon. Kaumgar Khan, dread- 
ing punifhment for his fupport of the emperor, fheltered him- 
felf in the mountainous parts of his country, and refufed to obey 
the fummons. Boonniaud Sing and Futteh Sing of Teekaury, 
relying on their fidelity during the laft invafion of Shaw Aulum 
for protection, came in, but were immediately ordered into 
* confinement: Pulwaun Sing and other zemindars of Bhojepore 
refufed fubmiffion; upon which the nayob_ prepared to» march 
‘in perfon againft them, and detached a confiderable force under 
his nephew Abou Ali Khan to reduce Kaumgar Khan. 

‘Upon the approach of the navob, the zemindars of Bhoje- 
pore evacuated their diftricts, and fled acrofs the Ganges into 
the dominions of Shujah ad Dowlah; and Meer Caufim, hav- 

~ ing appointed confidential officers for the protetion of the coun- 
try, encamped for fome time at Saffaram, after which he re- 
turned to Patna, and from: thence to Monghyr, which fortrefs 
he had ordered to, be repaired, intending to make it his prin- 
cipal sefidence. During his ftay at Saflaram, feveral perfons 
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were put to death, and others confined on fufpicion of 
chery, which occafioned the Englith to remonitrate- upon 
cruelty; but as, by the articles of the treaty with him, h 
could not interfere in the government of the provinces, h 
regarded it, thinking it fufficient to inform them, that he had 
reafons for his conduét, 


. . - i a 
As it is incumbent on the recorder of events and acti 


of men to {peak the truth; I hall now mention fome of his 
good deeds, as T have already done the evil. Though Meer 
Caufin fromyexpericnce was very fufpicious of the fidelity of 
the troops rs <n and the attachment of the great to their 
patrons, and therefore, for flight offences, punifhed with 
cation and death; yet, in Wael — in eae 
civil affairs, and difputes between” man and man, in regular 
payment of his army and houfehold, in attention to the learn- 
ed, in a liberal ceconomy and well-judged bounty to all, he 
was the mirror of his age. Two days in the week, after the | 
ufage of former times, he held a court of juftice; at which a 
he revifed the fentences of. the inferior courts, and examined : 
himfelf the plaintiff and defendant, with their witnefles; fo that 
it was not poffible for any officer of juftice to change wrong 
into right for a bribe. He alfo proteéted the owners of {mall 
villages and farms from: the rapacity of the great zemindars, 
who in the time of Ramnarain in Bahar had ufurped the 
rights of the poorer landholders. He coined the coftly deco- 
rations of the *Imaum Bareh, prepared by Serauje ad) Dowlah 
at the expenfes of fome lacs, into money, and diftributed it to 
the poor and pilgrims to the holy fepulchres, with an additional 
fum from his own purfe. His neglect of the claims of his de- 
pendants I never heard one perfon complain of; but it is cer- 
Eee 2 [ tain 
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2 The place in which the celebration of the annual mouming for the Imaums, 
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tain alfo, fuch was their dread of his feverity, that no one flept 
with fecurity in his fervice. As Meer Caufim withed to be upon 
an equality in rank with the vizier Shujah ad Dowlah, he 
procured from the emperor the rank of eight thoufand and title 
of : Ali Jah; from which time he was never mentioned but 
by that appellation. 


Some difputes having arifen between the agents of the Eng- 
lith and the navob, concerning duties on merchandize demand- 
ed by the latter, Mr. Vanfittart paid a vifit to Meer Caufim 
on his way to Patna, with a view to adjuft them by amicable 
difeuffion, and fettle a plan for future collection, that might be 
agreeable to both parties... The navob came to mect him about 
fix miles from Monghyr, where he entertained him for fome 
days with great {plendour, and a review of his troops difciplin- 
ed in the European manner. The governor took this occafion 
to give him fome friendly advice. He obferved, that he cer- 
tainly had a fine army, but for his fake hoped it never would 
be oppofed to an Englith one, againft which it could not ftand 
that at prefent the honour and welfare of Hindooftan refted with 
him, and nothing but his breaking with the Englifh could dif- 
turb them. He advifed him to combat his countrymen only with 
the pen, when he would be fure of vidtory, and to follow the 
‘rules which he had laid down for Europeans and natives in 
their conduct to each other. 

Tatas Ta 

At this interview Meer Caufim complained, that much mer- 
_chandize paffed the cuftom houfes. free of duty, under the name 
of Englith trade, belonging to other perfons, by which his re- 
venues fuffered great lofs; therefore he hoped that all goods, 
but thofe of the company, fhould be made liable to the cuf- 
tomary duties. The governor obferved, that it would be diffi- 


cult 
beige * Exalted in dignity. 
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cult to annul a privilege which had been for fome time 
but that he would, on his return to Calcutta, endeavour 
rectify the abufe; and advifed him, till he. fhould hear { 
him on the fubject, to permit matters to remain as they 
Meer Caufim, prefuming on this promife, refolved to collec 
cuftoms, and wrote to his officers, that as he expected hoi 
permiffion for the purpofe, they fhould contrive to ftop by one 
pretence or other, all goods till its arrival. The officers, 

to ohcy, but not pofleffing fufficient caution, began immediately 
to enforce their orders and demand duties with great rigour; ~ 
upon which thesEnglith chicfs of Patna, Dacca, and other places, 
whofe agents they had illtreated, tock the officers of the euf- 
toms prifoners, and complained to their government, from whom 
they had yet received no intimation, of the” abolition of the ‘pri- 
vilege of trade, which hadsnot yet been agitated in counc 









. ~ re 

The navob was at this time on his return from an unfuc- 
cefsful expedition againft Neipal, a country to the north eaft of : 
Bengal, faid to abound in gold, which he was eager to poflefs. | 
The intelligence of the boldnefs of the Englifh, made him re- 


“turn to Monghyr with greater expedition. He pafled Patna with- 


out viliting, as uftal, the Englith chief, and iffued orders for 
feizing their native agents in the feveral diftricts, and fending 
them to his court. At the fame time, he difpatched an envoy 
to the emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah to fecure their affiftance, 
sn cafe he fhould find it advifeable to break with the Englifh, 


By this precipitate conduét of the navob, Mr. Vanfittart was 
prevented from procuring the afent of his council to the plan 
he had intended, and obliged, by a majority of yotes, to de- 
mand fatisfaétion for the confinement of the agents, and an eX- 
emption, from duties in future. The navob upon this iffued 
orders to excufe the merchandize belonging to perfons of every 

defcription 
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defcription from duty, declaring to the council, that as the richer 
traders paffed their goods under the Englifh name to evade the 
cuftoms, he muft,+to avoid the oppreflion of the poor, wholly 
annihilate the colleGtion. With regard to the yeleafe of the 
agents, he wrote, that when his fhould be liberated from Cal- 
cutta, and arrive at Monghyr, he would fet theirs free. 


This determination offended the prevailing party in council ; 
who faid it was intended to affront them, by, putting them on 
a footing with common merchants; that if he meant to live in 
amity with the Englifh, he muft excufe their trade, as formerly, 
and colle& from others; to attain which objects, they would 
fend two of their body to the navob as ambafladors. Mr. Van= 
fittart, being in a minority, was obliged to execute the refolu- 
tion of council, and Meflieurs Amyatt and Hay were fent to 
Monghyr; but he wrote privately to Meer Caufim, entreating 
him for his own fake to comply for the prefent with their de. 
mands, however difagreeable it might be to him, as a little time 
would bring orders from Europe, that would fatisfy his utmoft 
withes; but if by his rathnefs he thould provoke a war, it 
would be “out of his’ power to heal the breach. The navob 
fhewed this letter to Goorgeen Khan, and afked his advice how 
to a&t, thinking, that as he had lived among the Englifh and 
had a *brother fettled at Calcutta, he was well informed of their 
genius and cuftoms. This man, inconfiderate, and conceited of 
his own abilities, recommended a difregard to the governor’s ad- 
vice, faying, that the prefent was a ftruggle for fuperiority be- 
tween the navob and the Englith, and if he gave up, he would 
daily become more degraded, but that if he now acted with 
refolution, they would be obliged to fubmit. Meer Caufim was 
overcome by his argument, and determined to follow his advice. 
Apprehending that the banker Juggutt Seet, in cafe of a war, 


might 
® Petrufe, an eminent Armenian merchant, 
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might affift the Englifh, as he had before done im the de 
tion of Serauje ad Dowlah and on his own acceffion’ to | 
mufnud, he fent for him and his brother to Monghyr, 
he commanded, them to fettle, and placed {pies to obferve | 
conduct, 


Thefe two perfons were grandfons to Juggutt Seet Futteh 
Chund, the principal merchant and banker of Hindooftan, and 
inherited his immenfe wealth, They could pay a bill of ex-” 
change at fight for a *corore of rupees. When, during the firft 
invafion of the, Mbarattas in the time of Mahabut Jung, their 
warehoufes were plundered of two corores, the lofs was confi- 
dered by them as trifling. Even at this time, when, fince the 
power of the Englifh their bufine{s has decreafed, every one of 
their defcendants is in a {tate of opulence and high credit.” ‘s 


When Meer Caufim heard of the ambaffadors’ arrival at Moor- 
(hudabad, he fent Abdoolla Suffevee and me to meet him ; ob- 
ferving, that as we were intimate acquaintance of Mr. Amyatt’s, 
he would fpeak before us without referve, fo as to enable us to 
inform him of the true objet of the miffion. He fent with us 
twenty runners, a writer, and two head fpies, who were to at- 
tend us, difguifed as fervants, whenever we fhould vifit the 
Englifh gentlemen, or they us, with orders to communicate daily 
to the writer what at fuch times they might hear or fee; the 
particulars of which were to be conveyed to the neareft poft, 
and forwarded by exprefS for’ his information... Under fuch cirs 
cumftances we proceeded, and met Mr, Amyatt at Sure 

. Eval 3 


* A million fterling. : : 

>In a Pity i this houfe was fecurity for the renters of re- 
venue; and thus the collefions in general pafitd through their hands. Of late 
years, the Seets have leffened their concerns. Their houfe was plundered of a 
vaft fum by Meer Caufim, when he began his war with the Englifh, but is 
yet very wealthy and refpeétable. 
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faud; but during our embrace at the firft interview, contrived 
-hint to him that we were accompanied by {pies, which’ pre- 
vented him from talking too freely. We had feveral conyerfa- 
tions in our way to Monghyr, all of which were conveyed to 
the nayob, by ourfelves and the {pies; but one day, to obviate 
his fufpicions of our referve, I faid to Mr. Amyatt, ‘* What 
“eare the true objeéts of your embafly? we are well withers 
*< to both parties, and if you would communicate your fentiments 
“* freely, we will declare what we think for the benefit of both.” 
Mr. Amyatt, with a loud voice, replied, ‘ You, natives, {peal 
“‘ before us what you think will pleafe us, and in prefence of 
‘al , wh pleafe him, fo that neither can learn 
“the truth; therefore Iam come as ambaflador, that he may 
“ know. our real fentiments and we his, without intervention, 
“ and I have no occafion for your confidence or advice.” We 
wrote the above to the navob, as did the fpies alfo; and we 
often repeated our requeft to the Englith gentlemen, that he 
might not fufpe&t us to be neglectful of his commands. At 
length, on our arrival at Bhaugulpore, we received an order, fet- 
ing forth, thafas the Englith gentlemen would not open their 
minds to Us, our ftay with them was unnecefiary. Upon this 
we took leaye, and haftened before them to Monghyr. When 
we arrived, the navob afked us feveral queftions, and then dif- 
miffed us; but in a few hours after fent for me again. When 
T reached the palace, Goorgeen Khan was fitting with him, to 
whom the navob was relating what I had faid. I fat down at 
a diftance with Ali Ibrahim Khan. At length the navob called 
me to him, defiring that I would repeat what I had heard from 
the Englith, to Goorgeen Khan. I did fo; and the navob fhew- 
ing figns of anger and unbelief, Goorgeen Khan obferved, that 
if the breaft of an Englifhman was to be*cut open with a dag- 
ger, it would be impoflible to difcover the fentiments of his 
heart : then turning to me, he continued his queftions. - I had 
: not 
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not faid much, when he impatiently exclaimed, “ Why are ¥ 
«* fo tedious? I will afk you only your opinion on four poin 
What are the caufes of Mr. Amyatt’s coming? Does he 
“e 

tend treachesy to the nayob? Is he come as a fpy, to learm 
the ftate of the fort and army? Is he come with friendly or 
inimical defigns?” I was much diftreffed, but replied, « I am 
aftonifhed at your queftions, after declaring that it is impoffi< 
ble to difcover the fentiments of an Englifhman, even if you 
cut his breaft open with a dagger. How fhould I learn Mr. 
Amyatt’s thoughts? As for treachery, he is without troops, 
and therefore has more caufe to apprehend it, than form de= 
figns of practifing it on others. With refpe& to being a fpy, 
every one who enters the fort muft make obferyations, fo 
that he has no caufe to come himielf for information, As 
to his intentions, they are  thefe, to learn the fentiments of 
the navob from, himfelf to the Englith. If they are friendly, 
« he will be fo too; but if not, a rupture will certainly enfue 
«« between his government and ours.” The navob approved what 
T had faid, and difmiffed me; but Goorgeen Khan was much 
difpleafed, 
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Three days after the above converfation Mr. Amyatt arrived 
at Monghyr, and was vifited by the navob. The next day Mr. 
Amyatt returned the vifit, accompanied by Mr. Hay, captain 
Johnfon, and Mr. Gulfton, .an amiable young man, who {poke 
the Perfic fluently, and two or three other gentlemen. Thole 
were meerly vifits of ceremony ; feveral others pafled, in which 
there were warm arguments and upbraidings om the part of the 
navob and the ambaffadors. At one, Mr. Amyatt being treated 
diftefpectfully by the attendants at the palace gate, | seine | 
of the infult; which the navob attributed to the ignorance o 
his fervants: but Mr. Amyatt knew they dared not act info- 
Vou. I. Peet lently 
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Jently without the pleafure of their matter, and bore the affront 
in his mind, though, from politenefs he accepted the excufes. 


Another day, Mr. Gulfton and captain Johnfon, agreeably to 
the cuftom of the Englifh, taking a ride into the country, were 
ftopped by fome horfemen and *peons, who threatened to fire 
upon them if they proceeded. They complained to the navob, 
who pleaded ignorance of the mifbchaviour of his people. Such 
occurrences as thefe threw daily impediments in the way of 
friendfhip. The navob confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan and 
other principal fervants, who advifed amity and forbearance to 
the Bnglith; which he would often determine upon, but as often 
altered his opinion, fromthe incendiary councils of Goorgeen 
Khan. At length, Ali Ibrahim Khan freely told him, « That 
« if he chofe not to follow his advice, he withed to be excufed 
« from his councils; but that whether he meant war or peace 
« with the Englifh, it was unbecoming his own dignity and the 
© ufage of ftates, to affront their ambafladors, whom he ought 
« rather to diftinguith more kindly than ever.” Meer Caufim 


was alarmed, and altered his behaviour; upon which Goorgeen 


Khan left off attending the durbar. 


is time, fome Englith boats laden with goods and five 
ufquets on the way to Patna, were ftopped by Goor- 
n which Mr. Amyatt remonftrated to the navob, 
. but in vain, “Mibrahim Khan reprefented, that the navob was 
wrong in ra them, for, if the Englith wifhed for war, 
the addition of fiveyhundred mufquets was of little confequence. 
Upon this the navOb,afked, if he would declare this opinion 
before Goorgeen Khan. \He anfwered, Certainly. Meer Caufim 
then fent him to him, with Raja Nobut Roy, to afk his opi- 
nion; but the Armenian infolently exclaimed, “I am a foldier, 
«and 
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«and have no bufinefS to advife; let the navob confult 
«his minifters, and call for me only in the day of batt 
Raja Nobut Roy being intimidated, was filent; but Ali Ibra 
Khan replied, “* The nayob afks the advice of his general, 
“* it is plain he has ever aéted from it. Why then do your 
‘* give your opinion what you think will be for his intere 


e navob and the Englifh are like thefe, equal.” Then, fold- — 
ing the fingers of one hand, he exclaimed, “ If the navob res 
“* folutely oppofes Mr. Amyatt, he will be like this hand, over 
“the other; but if he fubmits to his demand, the contrary, 
“* crufhed and overpowered. We is the mafter, let him ac as 
«© he chufes.” Ali Tbrahim»Khan»communicated this to the 
navob without referve. All thoughts of conciliation were Jaid 
afide, and he prepared for warsggMrsy Amyatt, feeing his. flay 
was ufelefs, demanded hissdifmiffion; which at firft was refufed, Py 
but, after much argument, the nayob permitted him and the : 
other gentlemen to depart, keeping Mr. Hay as an hoftage for 

his agents in confinement at Calcutta, till they thould be difcharged. 





. 


Mr. Amyatt on his departure from Monghyr wrote” to Mr. 
Ellis, the chiefof,Patna, to be upon his guardssas the difagree- 
ment with the navob, muft fhortly break out into an open rup- 
ture. Mr. Ellis, who regarded a declaration of war as certain 
when Mr. Amyatt fhould reach Calcutta, having allowed as many 
days as he thought would carry him out of danger from the 
navob’s troops, refolved to poflefs himfelf of the city of Patna 
by furprize. Accordingly, near day break in the’ morning of 
Priday, the twelfth of Zeekaud, 1176, captain Carftairs, with a 4, p, 176 
detachment of Europeans and {epoys, fealed the walls with little 
oppofition, the guards being moftly off their pofts, not fufpect- 
ing an attack. He then formed his troops into two divifions, 
and marched firing towards the citadel, each divifion by a fe- 

Bt fa . parate 
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parate ftreet. Meer Mhadee Khan, the foubahdar, being inform- 
ed of the attack, collected as many of his garrifon as he could, 
and oppofed the enemy; but, after a fhort ftruggle, fled by way 
of the eaftern gate, with his followers, out of the city towards 
Monghyr. An officer named Mahummud Ameer Khan, retired 


into the palace of Chehul Settoon, refolved to defend it; and 


Laal Sing, the commander of the garrifon in the citadel, fhut 
the gates, and fired from the walls. Except thefe two places, 
the whole city was now in the poffeffion of the Englith, whofe 
troops, contrary to their ufual cuftom, feparated and began to 
plunder the houfes of the inhabitants. Meer Mhadee Khan on 
his arrival at Futwah, about fix miles from the city, met a de- 
tachment which had been fent to reinforce him from Mong- 
hyr, and hearing alfo of the refiftance in the palace and citadel, 
he refolved to attempt recovering the city from the Englifh, 
and marched along the banks of the Ganges towards the eaftern 
gate. The Englifh on his approach drew up under the walls, 
with two pieces of cannon in their front, upon the bridge over 
the ditch; but were obliged to relinquith their poft by a fevere 
difcharge of rockets; and having fpiked the cannon, they re- 
tired towards their factory, and were purfued by the enemy. 
The remainder of the Englifh in the city, being alarmed, fol- 
lowed the example of their companions, and having gained the 
factory, fhut the gates. This being furrounded by the enemy, 
about midnight they retreated to their cantonments at Baukipore, 
and from thence in boats up the river to Chopperah, and to- 
wards the frontiers of Shujah ad Dowlah; but being attacked 
by the fojedaur of Sirkaur Saran, were obliged to lay down 
their arms, aud furrender themfelves prifoners, when they were 
fent in confinement to Monghyr. 


“The nayob Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this fuccefs 
of his arms, iffued immediate orders to the officers of the feveral 
: : : diftricts 





f 






HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


diftrits to flaughter every Englifhman in them. Mr. Amyatt, 
unfortunately for him, was at Moorfhudabad at this time. It 
was in vain that he defired to be fent prifoner to the navob. 
A Jemmautdaur, named Shawfowaur Beg, put him to death with | 
his companions,. and fent their heads to Meer Caufim. The 
Englifh faStory at Caufimbazar was plundered the fame day. “te 


When intelligence of this event reached Calcutta, Mr. Van= 
fittart wrote to Syed Mahummud Khan, governor of Moorfhud- _ 
abad, threatening him for his eruelty ; obferving that the mur- 
der-ofsambafladors was againft the law of nations, for which 
he thould fufferyeifsit. had been done without the orders of the 
navob his mafter; but if Meer Caufim had commanded it, he 
fhould fee what the Almighty had determined. A council was 
held, but Mr. Vanfittart being much indifpofed, and un ble to 
attend, he deputed Mr. Haftings to deliver his fentiments to the A.D. 1763. 
members; but. fome difpute arifing in the violence of debate 
between Mr. Batfon and Mr. Haftings, the governor hearing of 
it, was alarmed for their fafety, and, ill as he was, ordered him- 
felf to be carried to the council. Upon his defiring to know 
the»pleafure of the members, the majority declared for war with 
Meer Caufim, andthe reftoration of Meer Jaffer to the muf- 
nud; which being determined upon, he was proclaimed at Cal- 
cutta, and preparations made for his march againit the enemy. 


Meer Caufim Khan, on the probability of a rupture with 
the Englith, had ordered Mahummud Tukkee Khan, foje- 
daur of Beerboom, to march with his troops in order to oppofe 
the paflage of an enemy over the * Bhaugruttee ; and Syed Ma- 
hummud Khan, governor of Moorfhudabad, was directed to affalt 
him with what troops he could {pare from the defence of the 
city. A reinforcement was alfo fent from Monghyr; but on its 


arrival 
a The river near Moorfhadabad, 
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arrival on the banks of the river, the chiefs in command re- 
fafed to crofs, though Mahummud Tukkee reprefented the ne~ 
ceflity of their ating in conjunction, = . ; 


At this time a fmall detachment of Englith, fepoys was on 
its way to join the army at Calcutta, Hybut Oollah Khan, 
the commander of the Monghyr troops, refolved to intercept it ; 
but the Englifh defended them(elves in a village during a whole 
day againft his attacks; and being joined by a battalion from 
Burdwan during the night, they marched out in th ring 
to give him battle, in which they were fuccefsful, and purfued 
their route. The next day Mahummud T ukkee Khan attacked 
Succe s for fome time doubtful. He had two horfes 
killed under him, and had mounted a third, when a ball lodg- 
ing in his forehead, he expired, and his followers fled, yielding 
up the victory to the Englifh. In this engagement, Hybut Oollah, 
and the other chiefS from Monghyr ftood at a diftance, out of 
danger, and upon the defeat, fled towards the city. The Eng- 
lifh committed their wounded enemies to the care of their phy~- 
ficians, and remained two or three days on the field of battle, 
when they proceeded. Syed Mahummud Khan, upon intelligence 
of the defeat, without taking any meafures for the defence of 
Moorfhudabad, or even fecuring the effects of Meer Caufim, fled 
from the city; upon which Mahummud Eceruch Khan, the 
father in law of Serauje ad Dowlah, affluming the command in 
the name of Meer Jaffier, went to meet him. In a few days 
Meer Jaffer with the Englifh army arrived at the capital, and 
proclaimed fecurity to the inhabitants. After a fhort flay, he 
proceeded towards ngt yr, to engage the army of Meer Cau- 
fim, which was advancing from that fortrefs. 





_ Meer Caufim Khan, upon intelligence of the defeat and 


death of Mahummud Tukkee Khan, was much alarmed. He 


ordered 
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ordered the remnant of the beaten arm 
and reinforced them with fix thou 


Jah Khan, fojedaur of Terhoot, the rocket men of Meer Nafir, 
and feyen’ or eight battalions of {epoys, with fixteen pieces of 
cannon, commanded by Maulkar an Armenian, and Sumroo @ 
German, in order to oppofe the advance of the enemy. Sheer 


Ali Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, with the troops of that diftrict, — 
alfo joined them, : 


y to take poft at S 
fand horfe under Affad Ool- 


a 


On Tueiday, the feventh of Mohirrim, 1177, the Englifh 
army reached Sootee;. and an engagement took place, which 
ended in the fuccefs of the enemiessof~Meer Cautim, though 
they did not exceed more than three thoufand) meny: Europeans 
and fepoys. The defeated army) fled) without halting till they 
reached the brook of Oodwah, on the banks of which Meer 
Caufim had thrown up ftrong entrenchments. Meer Caufim 
had, upon the former defeat, fent his women and treafures for 
fecurity to the fort of Rhotas, and he now prepared to march 
in perfon to Oodwah from Monghyr. As he was naturally prone 
to/fhed blood, and this difpofition was encreafed by the infti- 
gation of Goorgeen Khan, in this feafon of alarm, he refolved 
on the flaughter of feveral perfons, whom he had imprifoned 
on fufpicion of their fidelity. The principal of thefe were, 
Raja Ramnarain, Raja Raujeboolub, Meeraun’s dewan, the Roy- 
royan, Ameed Ram, with his fon, Raja Futteh Sing of Tee- 
kaury, and feveral other principal zemindars. All thefe he 
put to death; and it is faid, the firft was drowned with a bag 
of fand tied round his neck. The Englifh captives were con-= 
fined more ftrictly, and Goorgeen Khan: advifed their death; but 
the navob had a private reafon in his own breaft for as yet 
preferving their lives. His army, according to the wretched 
cuitom of Hindooftan in a feafon of diftrefs, began to be dif- 
orderly ; but he kept them from mutiny by gentlenefs, and 

marched, 
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marched as far as the Nullah of Chinnanuggur, where he halt- 
ed, and detached feveral bodies to join the troops at Oodwah. 
He would have fent Goorgeen Khan to command, but the Ar- 
menian evaded his wifhes, by pretending that le had vowed to 
remain for the defence of his perfon, from which he could not 
feparate. 


At this time, Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had fled from the 
perfecution of his relation Shujah ad Dowlah the vizier, came 
to offer his fervices, with his followers; which Meer Caufim 
gladly accepted, and fent him to join the troops at Oodwah, 
hele) confiding in the firength of their fituation, were immerfed 
in floth and pleafure, felf-fecure from the attack of an enemy, 
but too cowardly to offer battle. Meerza Nujeef Khan fhortly 
after his arrival at the camp, willing to deferve the favour of 
Meer Caufim, having fele&ted a band in whom he could con- 
fide, iffued one night from the entrenchments, and fording a 
piece of water in the rear of the Englifh camp, where Meer 
Jaffier’s tents were pitched, attacked the enemy about daybreak. 
Meer Jaffier fled to his boats; but his allies coming fpeedily 
to his” affiftance, repulfed Nujeef Khan; who, however, fre- 
quently alarmed them by fimilar attacks. Thefe occafioned the 
Englifh to endeavour to explore the way by which he came 


upon them, but for fome days in vain. 


At length, a deferter from their camp, who had embraced 
the navob Meer Caufim’s fervice, of which he had grown weary, 
and wifhed to return to his countrymen, having obferved the 
route of Nujeef Khan, one night purfued it, and fording the 
lake, placed ftakes to mark the paflage. Reaching the camp 
of the Englith, he communicated the difcovery he had made, 
and offered himfelf as guide to furprize the enemy, on condi- 
tion that he fhould be pardoned his defertion, which was readily 
; granted. 
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granted. Scaling ladders being prepared, on the night fixed for 
= aa the grenadiers of the army, putting their cartouch 
‘ihe ae ing the entrenchments a portfire fhould be 
ty b a fignal to the camp, when an attack was alfo to 
be made on a bridge over the brook of Oodwah. The grena- 
diers, after a difficult march of near a mile up to the waift in 

water, gained the fhore under the entrenchments. The guards, 
depending on the improbability of an enemy’s crofling the lake, 
were afleep; and the Englith, mounting the walls by their 
ladders, €nteredsthe camp. At this time, a trumpeter awaking, 
difcovered them, but was difpatched by a bayonet before he 
could found an alarm. They lighted their portfire and ruthed : 
upon the fleeping guards, At the famel/inftant the Enola ae 
from the camp attacked the bridge, and made a heavy dite 

charge of cannon and howitzers. The grenadiers commenced 

a dreadful firing within, with great flaughter. The enemy were ~ 

too much confufed to refift them, and every one tried only to 

effect his efcape from between two fires, the Englith troops 

having now forced the bridge and entered on that fide) Male 

kaur and Sumroo had ficd with their battalions on the firft 

alarm, and fuffered little los; but numbers of the other troops 

were killed by the fire of the Englifh, and many drowned in 

croffing a brook in their flight. Affud Oollah Khan, deferted 

by his attendants, was obliged to run fome diftance on foot be- 

fore he could procure a horfe. Meerza Nujeef Khan with his 

followers fled into the hills. A great plunder fell into the 

hands of the viGtors, with little lofs on their fides 


The intelligence of this defeat plunged Meer Caufim into 
defpair. He left his camp privately the night after, haftened to 
Monghyr, and was followed by his army the next day in great 
diforder. At Monghyr he remained a few days to fecure his 
Von. Il. Ggg effects, 
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effedts, and revive the exhaufted fpirits of the troops. At this 
time, Ali Ibrahim Khan advifed him to releafe the Englith 
prifoners, and permit them to join their friends, as a means of 
foftening their refentment; but, at all events, if he did not 
chufe to releafe the men, to fend the women in boats with 
a meflage to major Adams. Meer Caufim advifed with Goor- 
geen Khan, who refufed his affent. Arab Ali Khan with two 
battalions of fepoys, being left to garrifon Monghyr, the navob 
moved towards Patna, carrying with him the Englith captives, 
who fuffered great hardfhips from the want of proper accom= 
modations. When he approached the * Rowah Nullah, he halt- 
ed, intending to make a ftand; but this refolution was. laid 
afide by the fudden death of Goorgeen Khan. 
SELL ARES 
This man was univerfally hated by the troops for his feverity 
and pride. He had introduced the Englith difcipline, and wanted, 
like them, to keep up the fame order and refpect in time of 
diftrefS as of good fortune, never confidering that they poflefs 
qualities peculiar to themfelves, which enable them to maintain 
fuch order over their fervants at all times. He had the pre- 
famption to flatter him(elf, that an Armenian, always ufed’ to 
trade, could oblige ftrangers to fubmit to a difcipline they had 
never been accuftomed to. 5 


To proceed: Meer Caufim halted a few cofs from the 
Row Khan, according to cuftom, remained to 
guard the re r of the army. He was fitting in a fmall tent, 
‘when fome troopers came to demand their pay. He gave them 

- abufive language, which they returned; and being enraged, he 

‘called for his attendants to carry them to the guard; but the 

troopers, drawing their fabres, cut him down, and made their 

efcape. Confufion prevailed in the camp, and Malkaur fired 
ae koe ; fome 
at d * A rivulet in Bahar. 
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fome fhot at the murderers. ‘The report of the cannon rea 
the navob, who, thinking the Englifh had attacked Goorget 
Khan, was fo alarmed, that he mounted his elephant and Ale 
The troops followed his example, and during the whole 
were employed in croffing a bridge of boats thrown acrofs ¢ 
Rowah. Meer Caufim now adyanced haftily to Patna. 


On his way, he put to death the two bankers, Juggutt Sect 
and Raja Serroop Chund. Om his arrival near the city, he 
halted for fome days at the gardens of Jaffer Khan, and en- 
trufted the “defence of Patna to Mahummud Ameen Khan 
Upon hearing that the enemy had taken Monghyr, in a fit of 
rage, he ordered Sumroo to put the Englith prifoners to death 5 
who, notwithftanding his being of onesofi the f€éts of chriftians, 
complied with the order. He proceeded during the night to 
the houfe of Hajee Ahmud, brother to Mahabut Jung, where 
they were confined, and difpatched them, his fepoys firing into 
their apartments. It is faid, they made what refiftance’ they 
could, by throwing bottles and ftones at their murderers. I 
haye heard alfo, that a few days before, they had endeavoured 
to bribe their guards to give them arms, with a defiom Jof 
effecting their efcape, or dying in the attempt. Dodtor Ful- 
larton was the only, one who was fpared, he having been of 
great fervice in his profeffion to feveral chiefs, and efteemed by 
Meer Caufim. 


The morning after this maffacre, of which I. jwas ignorant, 

I happened to go to the durbar, and after fome time was 
rifing to. take leave, when the nayob defired me to ftay, fay- 
ing, that a friend of mine was coming; but immediately after 
ordered me to depart, and he would fend for me when he came. 
I repaired to my tent, and in a fhort time was called by a 
meflenger from Meer Caufim. Soon after my arrival, Doctor 
Ggga2 Fullarton 
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Fullarton was brought to the durbar in an Indian drefs, and 
according to the cuftom of our country, prefented fome rupees 
as an offering, which the navob refufed, faying, “ This has not 
« been ufual between us;” and embraced him, commanding him 
to fit near me, which he did. Meer Caufim, addrefling him, 
faid, “ How can you juttify treachery to friends? You received 
“ the Englifh troops into your houfe, on pretence of indifpofi- 
“tion, to furprize my people.” ‘The Doctor with much for- 
titude replied, « I fear not death; you have murdered my 
“companions, and may kill me; but I am innocent of the 


“charge of treachery, as you may find on enquiry from my 






bours, and one of them, Ukkedutinund Khan, is prefent.” 
As this charge $ without foundation, it was immediately dif- 
proved by the khan and others; upon which the navob {poke 
kindly, and told him he might go to Calcutta, or ftay with 
him, as fuited his inclination. The doctor prudently declined 
the former offer. Meer Caufim hoped, that through him Mr. 
Vanfittart might be induced to grant him peace, and defired me 
‘to retire with him, and found him on the fubje&t. I did fo; 
but the Doétor declared, that after the maflacre of Mr. Amyatt 
and fo many Englifhmen, a reconciliation was impoflible. Upon 
‘my communicating this, the navob called him to him,» and 
‘queftioned him himfelf; but receiving the fame reply, defifted 
from urging him further on the bufinefs, faying, that “ fince he 
* would not go to Calcutta, he might ftay where he pleafed.” The 
doétor requefted he would fix him a refidence; and the navob 
ordered Ali Ibrahim Khan to give him a houfe in the city, but 
to put perforls over him, to take care that he did not converfe 
with his people: he alfo took the bail of Himmut Ali Khan for 
his fecurity. : 

wail. me é 


ah Englifh, having had Monghyr delivered up to them by 


faft 
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krum Serai, fome diftance from the city, ftationing troo 
different pofts to keep up the communication withmhis | 
About. this time, Dr. Fullarton having efcaped with h 

man to the Dutch factory, crofied the river in a fmall 
and joined fome Englifh troops who were on the oppofite 


faft towards Patna; upon which Meer Caufim moved to ] 


The Englith army, arriving at Patna, gained pofleffion o} 
ity with little trouble, the walls being in a ruinous fta 
unable to Mand againft cannon. Meer Caufim now retreated to- 
wards the fronticrs of Bahar, and fent for his women and trea- 
fures from the fort of Rhotas, intending to retire into the country” 
of the vizier for proteétion. “MeerzaNujeef Khan, who had 
experienced the treachery of Shujah ad! D th, advifed h 
againft putting himfelf into his power, offering if he would 
him with the command of his troops to tire out the En 
by falfe attacks and cutting off their fupplies from the country, 
while Meer Caufim might remain fecurely at Rhotas. The 
navob refufed his offers, alleging, that the air of Rhotas was 
dangeroufly unhealthy; but it is probable he: was fearful of giy= 
ing him the command of the army. Nujeef Khan then pros 
pofed his returning into’*Bondelcund, and calling the j att 

to his aflitance; but this he declined, from a dread of the ra- 
pacity of thofe marauders; and refolved to join the emperor and 
vizier. Intelligence now arrived that the Englith were rapidly 
advancing, and had fent a detachment over the river to oppole 
his retreat on that fide; which fo alarmed him, that he moved 
immediately to Saflaram, and the next day continued his march 
to the banks of the rivulet Dergautty. Here the troops became 
clamorous for payment of their arrears, and the camp was a 


fcene of confufion, ‘The next morning Nujecf Khan pe his r 
leave | 


dvifed 






+A territory welt of the Jumna, belonging to a tribe of Raajepootes called 


Bondehs. 
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leave, not chufing to truft himfelf in the vizier’s country, when 
the navob prefented him with a lac and half of rupees, and 
five elephants. At this time, a treaty under the vizier’s feal, 
promifing by oath on the Koraun proteétion and affiftance, ar- 
riving, Meer Caufim croffed the *Carumnafia, and entered the 
diftri& of Bulwund Sing, fubject to Shujah ad Dowlah. He pro- 
ceeded to Banaras, where he “halted fome days, and difcharged 
a confiderable part of his troops, keeping only his difciplined 
fepoys, artillery, and a {elected body of cavalry. Meerza Nu- 
jeef Khan retired into Bondeleund, and entered into the fervice 
of the raja of that country. 3: raapueanete™ 


"eA oe . aungibaniainies « 

The anpeereata Shujah ad Dowlah being encamped at Ale- 
abad, preparatory to an expedition into Bondelcund, Meer Cau- 
fim marched to join them. Upon his arrival within a few cof 
of the camp, the vizier came in great pomp to meet him, 
and was received with equal magnificence, fuperb tents being 
pitched for his reception, and the troops ranged in two lines 
from them to a great diftance. Meer Caufim and his principal 
attendants in rich dreffes met him at the entrance of his tent, 
when the two navobs embraced and fat down on the fame muf- 
nud. After a fhort converfation and the ufual ceremony of va= 
Yuable prefents of rich cloths, jewels and elephants on the part 
of Meer Caufim, they mounted an elephant together, and re~ 
paired to vifit the emperor. The day following, Meer Caufim 
returned th | Vizier’s vifit, and was received with the highett 
honours, and en raged by promifes of his utmoft efforts to 
recover Bengal from the hands of the Englifh. A few days 
after, he prefented to the vizier, jewels to the amount of fome 
lacs of rupees, a chariot drawn by elephants fumptuoufly capa- 
rifoned with embroidered houfings to his begum, and very va- 

luable 


* A river feparating Bahar and Banaras, then belonging to Shujah ad Dowlah, 
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luable gifts to his mother, who had honoured Meer Ca 
with the appellation of fon. : 
Ee 
Meer Caufim preffing Shujah ad Dowlah to lofe no 
marching againft the Englith, he pleaded that he was at 
fent employed againft the Bondelas, who had refufed pay 
of their revenues; upon which Meer Caufim offered to 
them with his battalions ; and the vizier confenting, he crof 
Jumna, and laid fiege fuccefsfully to one of their forts. Ti 
enemy, alarmed at this lofs, and imprefled with awe by the ba 
talions of fepoys.cloinc’ after the European mode, their fuperior 
difcipline, and the artillery, offered {ubmifion through Nujeet 

Khan; and Meer Caufim, “having “adjufted affairs to. the 
faction of the vizier, returned to his camp. Tt now agre 
march againft the Englifh, and the allied armies moved fo - 
naras, to make preparations, Meer Caufim promifing to pay th 
vizier * eleven lacs of rupees monthly, from the day he fhould 
crofs the Ganges into the province of Bahar, till the concelufion 
of the war. si 
tv 
A bridge of, boats being thrown acrofs_ the Ganges, the al- 
lied armies began their march; in numbers not to be reckoned, 
covering the country far as the eye could reach; but, from the 
ignorance of the generals, and want of diftipline, murdering 
and plundering each other. It was not an army, but rather, a 
moying nation. Some of his more difcerning minifters reprefented 
to the vizier, that he fhould not truft to fuperiority of num- 
bers againft the Englith, or engage them in a general action, 
but rather fele&t his beft troops, and leave the reft, with his 
women and the fuperfluous followers of the camp, on his fron- 
tiers, when he would be fure of victory by harafling the ene- 
my with continued alarms and cutting off fupplies of provifions ; 
in 

* One hundred and ten thoufand pounds, 
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in which cafe, they would by degrees be obliged to retreat. 
The vizier, vain of his power, liftened not to advice, and thought 
meanly of the Englifh; who on their parts, fatigued with the 
late campaign during a rainy feafon, and alarmed at the reports 
of the abilities of the vizier and the vaftnefs of his army, had 


-marched from Buxar, and were retreating towards Patna. The 


emperor, Shujah ad Dowlah, and Meer Caufim, having entered 
the province of Bahar, followed them, their diforderly troops 
fpreading defolation for miles round their line of march; which 
fo much difgufted the inhabitants, who before were anxious for 
the furccefs of the vizier, that they changed their wifhes into 
Prayers for the fuccefs of the Englith, who had never molefted 
them. ‘The Englith having placed their heavy baggage and 
fuperfluous followers in Patna, returned as far as Arole to op- 
pofe the allies; but, finding themfelves unable to keep the field, 
retreated again to the neighbourhood of that city, and threw 
up entrenchments to defend themfelves, being clofely purfued by 
the enemy; who, elated by this fuccefs, became {till more 
confident of victory. : 





_ Shujah ad Dowlah, after halting one day at Phulwauree, 
about four Englifh miles from Patna, marched the next morning 
to attack the enemy, who defended themfelves gallantly againft 
three feveral aflaults; and on the approach of night, the vizier 
returned to his tents, having loft a great number of men by 
the enemy's fire, Meer Caufim greatly offended his ally by 
flaying at a great diftance with his battalions, and neglecting to 
move to his affiftance when required. Nothing farther was at- 
tempted for fome days, the vizier being indifpofed, according 
to one report, from a wound he had received in the action, and 
by another, of a violent eruption of boils. On his recovery, 
he moved his camp to the fouth of the city, but did nothing, 
except now and then fhewing himfelf under arms, major 
: ; Carnac, 
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Carnac, the Englith commander, with Mhadee Khan, who 
joined him from the army of Meer Canfim, and a few fep 
being one day Teconnoitring, met the vizier, who was fi 
for the fame Purpofe, with fome of his attendants, ignora 
each other, they began firing at a diftance. Upon their 
approach, the vizier was known, and pointed out by Meer 
dee to the major, who fent for a reinforcement. A {kirmith 
kept up, till more Englith troops advancing, one of the vizier 
attendants rode haftily to his camp, to give the alarm of 


danger, and the vizier, feeing” the fuperiority of the enemy, — 
turned’ his whore and made his efcape. 3 


A month elapfed in inactivity; and’ the rains approac in : 
the allies, not chufing to remain longer befire” PEN 
towards Buxar, where they ¢ontintied, intending to return after 
the wet feafon. My father, who had come from his jaghire to. 
pay his refpeéts to the emperor, was in the camp; and J, bes 
ing difgufted with Meer Caufim, had left his fervice and joined 
his majefty. Doctor Fullarton, with whom and feveral other _ 


Englifhmen I was intimately acquainted, had frequently written ay 
to me to perfuade the emperor to quit the vizier, and join them, | 
I communicated this to my father, obferving, that fuch a ftep_ a 


would certainly prove for his majefty’s welfare, as, from: the ir- 
regularity of the allied army, the Englifh muft im the end be 
victorious. My father and Moneer ad Dowlah propofed it to 
the emperor; who, weary of the neglect and difrefpect thewn 
him by Shujah ad Dowlah, wifhed to free himfelf from his 
hands, and join the Englith. His majefty accordingly wrote a 
letter with his own hand, teftifying his withes of accepting the 
fervices of the Englith, and defiring that they would regard as 
his fentiments only what was conveyed in his own hand writing, 
or through me by meflagé. With this letter I departed’ for 
Patna, my father at the fame time retiring to his jaghire. Upon 
Vor. IL, Hhh my 
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my atrival, I found that a great coolnef$ had taken place between 
major Carnac and Dr. Fullarton. I was however introduced to 
the former, in prefence of the navob Meer Jaffier, and deliver- 
ed the letter, which the major received with great refpect, plac- 
ing it, according to cuftom, on his head. Upon hearing the 
contents, he told me, “ That as his majefty was not at prefent 
“ina fituation to a& from him(felf, but dependant on the vizier, 
“he could not obey his orders, or negotiate with him.” An 
anfwer was given me; but as I faw my endeavours were vain, 
I {ent it to the emperor by a courier, and returned home. The 


"major having given the letter to his fervant Sadooram, he dif. 


to Shittabroy, the deputy of Beny Bahadur, mi- 
izier. 





During my ftay at my father’s jaghire, I heard of the vizier’s 
confining Meer Caufim and confifcating his effects; the particus 
tars of which, as given me afterwards by Ali Ibrahim Khan, I 
fhall relate. , 


Meer Caufim had agreed to pay the vizier for his affiftance 
eleven lacs of rupees monthly during the war; but, finding that 
it was likely to be of long continuance, he withed to be out of 
his power, in cafe his refources fhould fail him before the 
conclufion. With this view he made a requeft to the vizier, 
through Ali Ibrahim Khan, that he would permit him to march 
towards Moorfhudabad and colleét the revenues of the coun- 
try, which he could readily effect, while the Englifh had the 
vizier to employ their attention. Shujah, in reply, expreffed 
fears that Meer Caufim might not return to him again, but 
faid, he would detach another perfon to raife contributions in 
his name; which however he never did, and Meer Caufim re- 
ceived no fupply from the provinces. A few days afterwards, 
the vizier demanded payment of his fubfidy, and Meer Caufim 

: : pleaded 


° 





.the emperor. Meer Caufim was covered with defpair, and 
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pleaded inability. Shujah ad Dowlah then pretended ¢ 
emperor was preffing for the Bengal tribute, and had refol 
to fend his officers to feize his effeéts. Upon this, M 
fim difpatehed Ali Ibrahim Khan to befeech the pro 
his ally from the royal demands; but the vizier replied, 
he could not interfere, and he mutt fettle his accounts 


vifed with Ali Ibrahim Khan; who recommended him to pa 
the demands of the vizier, if he had money; or if he had 
to go to him himfelf, and remind him of his promifes of jr 
tection. “Meer Cautim negle@ing this, thought it fafeft to *afe 
fume the habit of “a deyotcc, thinking that the vigier woul 
relent, not chufing to have itfaidWofwwhim, that he had reduced 
an ally to fuch a fituation. The nextymorningy@ie "with his 
friends affumed facred habits, andy@Jaying afide the mufnud, feat-_ 
ed himfelf on a bare mat. Intelligence of this proceeding being 
carried to Shujah ad Dowlah, he affected much concern, and re 
paired to Meer Caufim ; whom, after much argument and affurances 
of friendfhip, he prevailed upon to change his habit, and few 
affume his ufual ftate. A few days after this event, Sumroo 
the Germany who commanded the difciplined battalions, fur- 
rounded the tent’ of Meer Caufim, clamoréus for pay; and the 
navob having no rupees, was obliged to fatisfy them with gold 
from his haram; after which he told Sumroo, that as it was 
not in his power to keep them longer, he muft difcharge them 
his fervice ; but defired he would deliver the arms and accou- 
trements of the fepoys, with the cannon, to the officer of his 
arfenal. Sumroo infolently replied, that they mow belonged to 
thofe who poffefled them, and treacheroufly deferted with the 
battalions to the vizier, who received him into his fervice; and 

Hhh 2 being 


on 


* Doing this is regarded as a great refletion on a patron, 
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being now convinced that Meer Caufim had a fecret treafure, 
refolved to feize it. ial 


The following night, Monfieur Gentil, a Frenchman, for. 
merly in the fervice of Meer Caufim, but now of the vizier, 
coming with five or fix of his countrymen to the tents of Ali 
Ibrahim Khan, with whom he was intimately acquainted, in- 
formed him, that on the morrow Meer Caufim would be taken 
prifoner and his effects feized by the vizier, when there would 
be much confufion in the camp; on which account, left any 
injury fhould happen to his friend, he had brought his country- 
men to ftay with hi | the danger fhould be over. Ali Lbra- 
him Khan ) 1 for his friendfhip, but declined accept- 
ing his offer, as it would have the appearance of his having 
deferted Meer Caufim, and put himielf under the protection of 
the vizier. 






About nine the next morning the’ vizier’s army furrounded 
the tents of the navob ; guards were placed over them, and 
Meer Caufim, being forced to mount an elephant, was carried 
prifoner to the camp of his ally. Mr. Gentil again offered his 
feryices to Ali Ibrahim Khan, but he again refufed, determined 
to fhare the fate of his patron. In the evening he was called 
to the vizier’s tent, and received with much attention by him, 
who afked him feveral queftions concerning Meer Caufim, hop- 
ing, from his replies, to draw fome apology for his own con- 
duét towards him. _ 


Shujah ad Dowlah firfe faid, «© What evil had 1 done to 
« Ali Jah, that, on the day of my attacking the Englifh at 
« Patna, he ordered Sumroo to fire upon me, as I was re- 
“ turning to my tents in the evening?” Ali Ibrahim replied, 


- “ J am ignorant of fuch an order; and woe be to the navob, 





ce if 
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‘if he could thus treacheroufly a& towards a friend, 


* left his own government, and encountered fuch an 
“‘ the Englith, to reftore him to his loft power and di, 
The vizier being angry, faid, « Do I {peak falfely ? [ 
“call Sumroo to declare it in the prefence of Ali Jah” 
* yourfelf.” He replied, “ I do not contradi& your highnet 
“but at prefent my mafter is fo reduced, that the ft 
of his loweft menial may be brought againft him, and 
roo is a man of power compared to him.” Shujah < 
labowas. afhamed, and began to foothe Ali Ibrahim, f } 
“T know Yottemictucs, but Meer Caufim was ever fufpicious — 
of you, and often fpok@sagain(t you privately.” He replied, 
T am confcious of no crime againft him, but on 2 
treat from Patna, when fome perfons advifed him 
« Dekkan and feek refuge with the Mharattas, I impo! 
“* befought him. to apply to the emperor and your highnef , 
“* thinking the throne and vizarut the only fit afylums for Meer 
“ Caufim.” Shujah ad Dowlah to this made no reply; but, — 
after fome compliments to the fidelity of Ali Ibrahim, retired 
into his haram, leaving Beny Bahadur, his minifter, and other 
fervants to put further queftions to him. He was now defired, | | 
as he muft be entrufted With the fecrets of Meer Caufim, to Ae 
inform in whofe hands he had depofited his treafures, and to ~- vs | 
deliver up forty thoufand gold mhors, which Nuttoo Sing, Sum- 
roo’s {py, had faid were committed to his charge. He defired 
that Nuttoo Sing might be called in; which being complied 
with, he obferved before him, that the different offices, from the 
water-houfe to the jewels, had been under the charge of Sum- 
too, who had alfo received a “lack of gold mbhors in truft from ‘ 
the navob, of whofe property he alone could give an account, | 
Nuttoo Sing denying this, Ali Ibrahim Khan obferved to Beny 
Bahadur, that fince the affirmation, of one like himfelf in the 
confidence | 


“ 


“e 
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« 
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* One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, 
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confidence of Meer Caufim, were not believed, he might judge 
what degree of credit was due to “the information of a wretched 
fpy. Upon this, Beny Bahadur, convinced of his fincerity, in- 
formed the vizier of what had paffed, and AJi Ibrahim Khan 
was permitted to retire without further moleftation, and to keep 
poffeffion of his effects. A ftri&t exaction of the treafures of 
Meer Caufim was made by the vizier from his women, eunuchs, 
and fervants, to a great amount; but a contiderable number of 
valuable jewels, which he had fent away before the alarm, under 
charge of a faithful domeftic, named Shekh Mahummud Afhuk, 
into the Rohilla country, were faved, and ‘honeftly delivered up 
1 im again, when he efeaped from the hands of Shujah ad 

' t is probable, the women and eunuchs alfo might 
fave fomething, notwithftanding the ftrictnefS of the fearch. 





The vizier, being defirous of poflefling the fort of Rhotas, 
which ftill held out for Meer Caufim, fent Meer Solymaun to 
negotiate with the kelladaar for its delivery. I had, before his 
attival, received a letter from major Munro, through doctor 
Fullarton, expreffing his defire that I would endeavour to bring 
over the kelladaar to Meer Jaffier’s intereft; and, accordingly, I 
reprefented to him the probability of the fuperiority of the 
Englifh, and the advantages he would derive to himfelf and his 
family by fecuring their friendfhip. Raja Shawmul was a pru- 
dent man, and cautioufly weighed the propofals of Meer Soly- 
maun and myfelf; but at length he refolved to follow my 
advice ; an iaaimne a paper with certain conditions for the 
acceptance of major Munro, I fent it to him, with a requeft 
that he would difpatch a force to garrifon the fort, which 
would be delivered on his ratifying the raja’s demands. The 
‘major complied, and captain Goddard arriving with a detach~ 
ment, Rhotas was put into his poffeffion; upon which Meer 
Solymaun returned to the vizier, and complained of my being 

‘ the 
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the caufe of his difappointment. Some difagreement occurr 
between captain Goddard and Shawmul, the latter defired  ¢ 
I would go with him to Patna, and obtain from major 
the performance of his agreement; and I, being fearful of 
refentment of the vizier, gladly accompanied him, 






Englith, after the retreat of the allied army from the neigh=” 
bourhood of Patna. ia 


Meer Jaffiersat. the conclufion of the campaign, upon the | 
retreat of the allies, réepairedto Calcutta, having affairs of im= 
portance to fettle with the council, and left: the government of 
Patna and the direction of his army tophiisi(rother Meer Cau=" 
fim Khan, appointing Deerauje Narain, brother to the late Raja ay 
Ramnarain, his deputy over the province of Bahar. This. man 
was incapable of bufinefs, and had no other claim to favour — 
than the murder of his brother by Meer Caufim. In the fame 
manner, all who had enjoyed his favour, were now expofed to | 
the refentment of Meer Jaffier, and obliged to remain in con- / 
cealment, fillhis death enabled them to return to their habita- 
tions. Thofe who” had been difliked by Meer Caufim were 
entrufted with the direétion of affairs in every department. Meer 
Jaffier remained fome time at Calcutta, endeavouring to prevail 
on the council to admit of *Nundcomar’s being his firft minif- 
ter; but Mr. Vanfittart, knowing the navob’s weaknefs and the 
bad qualities of his favourite would not confent, dreading the 
oppreflions of the people, from Nundcomar’s tyrannical difpof- 
tion, which had been already experienced, The navob departed, 
much difappointed, to Moorfhudabad! without his confidant, whofe 
return, however, foon after took place; and, notwith{tanding the 
earneft remonftrances of Mr. Vanfittart, he was entrufted by F 

Meer | 





® Afterwards executed for forgery. 
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Meer Jaffier with the fole direction of his affairs. By his advice, 
Mahummud Reza Khan, the governor of Dacca, was confined ; 

but afterwards releafed.on the interference of the English. 

£7] + ; 

About this time, Meer Jaffier being taken ill, continued to 
decline, till at length, on Tuefday, the fourteenth of Shauban, 
A.D. 1764. 1178, he departed from this unitable world. He would wil- 
lingly have concluded a peace with Shujah ad Dowlah, and 
given up the province of Bahar to him, with a-tribute to the 
emperor for Bengal; to which conditions it is probable the 
* Englith alfo would have affented on aflurances of ‘protection in 






their B vizier was too haughty to be fatisfied with 
lek of the three provinces. Shujah ad Dow- 


lah, however, with fuch high pretenfions and fo powerful an 
army, had not conduc to exert his force, though too proud to 
liftlen to the advice of his intelligent friends. , 
_ The Englifh council, feeing that the vizier would not liften 
_ to any reafonable terms of accommodation, iflued orders to ma- 
jor Munro, who had fuperfeded major Carnac, to march againft 
the enemy cantoned at Buxar. Accordingly, the major, having 
muftered his army,’ and provided ten days provifions, refolving 
in that {pace to conquer or die, began his march. The vizier, 
_ informed of his intention, detached. a body of Mogul horfe to 


k 








° ara s his line, and withdrew fome cannon which had been 
planted on the banks of the river Soan; but the main army 
remained in cantonments, ftrongly defended by entrenchments, 


Taber oa which the vizier hop <d would defend him from the enemy, till 
at _ they fhould be obliged to retire for frefh fupplies. 


» 
e (Weg) 
* 


> ge At length major Munro arrived within a fhort diftance, and 
i 4 ‘encam: ed on the border of a morafs, which now divided the 


mon VELy: yeRe sd _ * a i 
ees aire armies, who remained in fight of each other inactive for 
oe Vig >: 
Fae two 
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two days. On the third, the vizier altered his refolution, 
refolyed to attack the enemy, taking upon himfelf the: com m: 
of the Mogul cavalry. Sumroo and Mr. Maddoc, with 
battalions of fepoys, and eight field pieces, formed the 
line; to fupport which, Shujah Koollee Khan was ftation 
their rear with his own followers, about feven thoufand he 
and foot. ‘The vizier took poft at a diftance on their right, 
the minifter Beny Bahadur occupied a ruined village on # 
bank of the Ganges, to their left. A fharp firing of 
and mufyuetry commenced, with great flaughter on both fic 
The vifierwharaiicd the enemy in flank, and the Duranny hi 
charging major Munro'sscayalry, penetrated his line, which be- 
gan to be confufed from this attack» and the cannonade of 
Maddoc and Sumroo, whom os at a | not 
owing to the morafs which divided them 1 . 1 
detached a force tomdifledge Beny Bahadur fon wn 
which being effected, occafioned fome alarm in the er 
At this time, Shujah Koollee Khan feeing Beny “ ; 
i i -, the action, quitted his fta- 

ced, anxious to have his fhare in ood nel 
ven in the rear of the battalions, and Bis: me 
through the morafs in their front, by this ie re g | nes 
to defift from firing upon. the enemy, le Reiger ; 
their friends. He gained the bank, bea en yeni 2 
Geriges, with mk foyer of the Englifhs and the fare 
company him, to the BPE heir chief. ‘The party which, bid 


vivors fled upon the death of th ae 
roel Beny. Bahadur, at this inftant entered the camp. of the 


i i -- No one 
vizier, which was now thrown into complete es ie, 
had time to regard his baggage> 









looking only for 

ing all loft, 

by flights and the Mogul and, D 5 Sir a ae Shujah , 
deferted their patron, and began to ne to follow ‘the route 4 
ad Dowlah, left almoft alon®s te rk me and his chiefs, with 4 
of his army. All the bagenee F a great, = 
Vor. I. ; re 
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a great treafure belonging to the bankers and merchants in mo- 
ney and goods, fell a prey to the enemy, and the treacherous 
deferters and camp followers above mentioned, who plundered 
each other afterwards, A great train of artillery and numerous 
fone were taken by the Englifh. It is impoflible to eftimate 

amount of the plunder, as the cantonments refembled rather 
@ populous. city than a camp. Great numbers of the fugitives 
Were drowned in attempting to crofs a rivulet in. their flight. 
Meer Caufim was releafed by the vizier, who alfo had prefent- 


ed him with a forry female elephant the day before the action, 


which enabled him to make his Bias pate “the field to the 


pele arrlcod, of. ‘Ba aras. Shujah ad Dowlah fled to Aleabad, 
a minifter Beny ; ahadur to efcort the emperor; but 

aw Aulum, who was difgufted with the vizier refufing t 
accompany him, Beny Bahadur after a few eel crofic a + 
Ganges, being fearful of the purluit of the Bnglith “alr 


4 


‘a The emperor being now his own mafter, by the advice of 
Munneer ad Dowlah, called upon the Englifh for their protec- 
ae oe eee “ mete, and conduéted him to Banaras 

y allo invited Beny Bahadur to an intervie d held out 
offers of peace to the vizier his maft apap eh 
; er, provided | vould de-~ 
liver Meer Caufim and Sumroo into their ‘eee The raja - 


ee eee but pleaded inability to effeét the latter, as 
6 He " t head of his battalions, who would defend him. 
negotiation was carrying on, Ali Ibrahim Khan difco- 


vering the i oe ot 
Bs es Mite the raja, informed Meer Caufim Khan, 


orf ; make his efcape into the Rohilla country, 
mith Heuer few rema maining friends. At Aleabad he found 
men, who, after being plundered by the vizier’s peopl 
of what little they bad left from: feted” 
‘y had left from: the general confifcation, had 
been releafed from confinement in~ the fort, 


te d | i 
protection at an obfcure houfe in the city, oe 


Shujah 
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Shujah ad Dowlah thinking himfelf unfafe longer in his 
dominions, on his arrival at Aleabad difpatched confidential 
vants to his capitals of Lucnow and Fyezabad, to efco 
women, and effects at thofe places to Burrelli, the refidence 
Hafiz Rhamut, a Rohilla chief; where he alfo repaired 
his mother and Begum from Aleabad, He refufed to liften to 
the advice of Beny Bahadur to accept terms from the Eng) ; 
thinking it would degrade his character in the empire, and hop- 
ing to recover his lofles by the affiftance of the Afghauns and 
Mulhar Raow Mharatta; but in order to gain time, he fen his 
minifter"tomLucno:, inftruéing him to amufe the enemy with ~ 
negotiations, which “Would kcep up his authority in the pro- 
vince, He, notwithtanding theif family hatred, vilited Ahmud 

han Bungufh at Ferokhabad, and entreated 1 ce 5 ve 
ath the ie Rohilla chiefs, promifed to fupport him, as did - 
alfo Ghazi ad DienpKihanylithen at that’ city: By their advice, 
he called in Mulhar Raow, who was with an army of Mha- 
rattas in the vicinity of Gualior. Mulhar, on the promife of a 
large fum of money, joined him; but Ahmud Khan and the 
Rohilla chiefs amufed him only with promifes, and brought no 


troops to his affiftance. cco RT 


aving proceeded to Lucnow, wrote to 
Shittabroy, who was employed by the ccm a oe e 
fe oferre ; 
Jah would not confent to peace on the pr 
os Meer Caufim had efcaped from his hands, = a an 
568 take Sumroo but by treachery, which he abhor ges 
refolved to continue the war. The minittery ee pe hh 
plan formed between himfelf and the Lino ae i 8 
yeadinefs to join the Englifh and Shitta tee pontine 
declaration, recommended his being Boctge Lia ae ee : 
he commani Fae 
he res The general accordingly invited | 
in the room of major Me g 


Raja Beny Bahadur 


ie Beny 
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Beny Bahadur to an interview; upon which he came to the 
camp, and was gracioufly received. He remained till fuch time 
as Shujah ad Dowlah was joined by the Mbharattas at Korah, 
when he left the Englith, under pretence of fettling the diftriéts 
of the province, and returned with his followers to the vizier, 
‘a fall efeort of general Carnac’s fepoys, which he had requett- 
ed might remain with him, being unable to prevent his flight. 
Tt is alfo faid, that Beny Bahadur would not have taken this 
ftep, being gratified by the confidence of the Englifh general 
and a promife of continuance in the management of Oude, but 
for the following circumftance. og es he en- 
wired of a prophefying fakeer, the probable event of the war. 
The fikeer seplied, «The Englith were like a hurricane, vio- 
“ Jent in progrefs, but foon gone.” The minifter, interpreting 
this as a prognoftic of victory to the vizier, thought it fafeft to 
rejoin him. Shittabroy, who had pledged himfelf for the fides 
lity of Beny Bahadur, was alarmed for his own fafety, left ge- 
neral Carnac fhould fufpect him of being privy to his treachery; 
but the Englith, having received fo many proofs of his attach- 
ment, were too generous to fuppofe him capable of betraying 
their confidence, and upon his offering to go to Calcutta, and 
fubmit his fate to the council, eafed his mind of all alarm, by 


affurances that they thought him as much deceived as them- 
felves by the artful minifter. 


Before the laft mentioned occurrence, the Englifh had de- 
tached two battalions of fepoys to Lucnow, and a force to 
befiege the fortrefs of Chunar. ‘The former under major Stib- 
bert, were fuccefsful in their operations; but the latter failed in 
a night attack, and fuffered fome lof’. This, and the prepar- 
ations of Shujah ad Dowlah, caufed general Carnac to raife the 
fiege, and march towards Aleabad. The Englifh were now 
joined by Nujeef Khan with his followers from Bondelcund ; 


and 
3. 


‘| 
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and he, being well acquainted with the fortrefs, pointed 
the weakeit part, which was foon breached by the cannon 
when the garrifon, not chufing to brave a ftorm, furrendered, | 
and the Englith marched on to Korah in purfuit of the vizier. a 
The conquered diftriéts were fettled by Raja Shittabroy, who 

made ftipulations with the zemindars, and levied native troops 
in the name of the Englifh. 


When Raow Mulhar had joined Shujah ad Dowlah, he ad= 
vanced towards the Englifh, but his army was much difpirited, — 
and ftill labouring under a panic from the defeat at Buxar, 
The Afghauns delayédjoining him under various pretences, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who did ¢omej»had only a few followers, 
incapable of fervice. An engagement,,on rather a fkirmith, cirmith, took 
place in the neighbourhood of, Korah, in which the Mbharattas 
were quickly difperfed sby the Englith artillery, and fled acrofs 
the Jumna to their own territories. The vizier retreated to 
Ferokhabad, irrefolute how to aét, when Ahmud Khan advifed 
him rather to throw himfelf on the clemency of the Englith, 
than watte the remainder of his property om troops, that would 
always defert him in the face of danger ; obferving, that from 
the charaéter of ‘the’ Englith, for wifdom and juttice, it was 
certain they would pay proper refpe@t to his rank and dignity. "i 

i i rifon of Chunar, defpairing of ES 
After this fecond victory, the gar ifr Mee enone 
relief, delivered up the fortrefs to the Engli ; 


a fiege, of their own accord. 


having confidered the advice off Ahmud Khan, 
it d, accordingly, fet out in a palan- 

he Englith camp. Major Carnac, 

advanced with feveral officers 

Upon his appearing in fight 
, and at meeting he aps 
the 


The vizier, 
refolved to embrace it; an 
quin with a few attendants to ¢ 
being informed of his “eee 
and Raja Shittabroy to meet ie te 
the vizier alighted from his palang 
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the major embraced. The major and the company then pre- 
fented nuzzers, and accompanied their noble gueft on foot to 
their tents, where a collation was provided, and eyery aflurance 
given him of reconciliation and future friendthip. The vizier, 
after taking refrefhments, retired to fleep, and in the evening 
returned to his own tents, at fome miles diftance from the 
Englith camp. Being now {fatisfied of the fincerity of major 
Carnac, he fent for his followers and equipage. Frequent vifits 
fucceeded between them, and a treaty was {peedily concluded 
to the fatisfaction of both parties. The »Englith reftored the 
province of Oude to the vizier, on condition of his paying 
“fifty lacs of rupees fapathaauesrnen of the war, half in ready 
money, and half by a draft on the revenues; the vizier to 
have credit for what had been collested in Oude by the Eng- 
lith. The province of Aleabad was fettled on the emperor, 
who was to refide in the capital, and have a detachment of 
Englifh for his proteétion, Nujeef Khan had a falary of one 
lac of rupees fettled on him from the royal tribute of Bengal. 
By und Sing, collector of Banaras, who had deferted Shujah 
ad Dowlah, was reinftated in, his favour and government at the 
reatuelis bathe anel, The vizier, upon the conclufion of the 
treaty, endeavoured to raife the fum immediately due to the 
Englith, He applied to his mother, begum, neareft relations, and 
dependants, to affift him ; but they all, except his begum, though 
well able to afford him the demands made upon them, pleaded 
ability, offering, fome half, and others a third. The begum 
generoufly fent him all her money, jewels, and plate, even to 
the nofe-ring, and 






Low! hatever cafh and ornaments fhe could col- 
Je€t among her attendants, faying, that the fafety of Shujah ad 
Dowlah was her choiceft treafure. Though a woman, fhe acted 
like a man in conftancy and fidelity, juftifying this verfe of the 
poet, “ A virtuous and obedient wife makes a king of her 


« hufband, 
et . Five hundred thoufand pounds, . 





















HISTORY OF BENGAL, 


° 


* hufband, though poor.” Shujah ad Dowlahy ia retora § 
this generous behaviour, always entrufted to her the Ayu his 
revenues. Having paid all the money he could raife, he ave 
jewels in pledge for the remainder; and affairs Beamg gee 
with his new allies, took leave, and returned to Pyezabad) Sez 
ing deputies in his offices of vizier and * meer atefhce wai 
emperor. The fort of Chunar was given up to hime By 
Englifh, in exchange for that of Aleabad. = 
When providence had clofed the pages of the lie af Meer a 
Jafer, Mr'Waniiiar: havine returned to Earope on hearing of id 
the appointment of lord Give to fucceed am, mae connec 
placed upon the mufnud of the provinces Miter a 
fon of Meer Jaffier by Munny Beguaasiil ‘ 
fumed the title of Nudjum- adsD@Wiah.  Namdoomar car 
minifter and dewan sof Bengal, and Meer Caz Khe boo 
ther to" Meer Jaffer, nazim of Bahar, 2s bis acphes’s dente. 
Deerauje Narain remained dewan under him; bet, mpam Gi 
arrival of lord Clive, Nundcomar, though be Gad Geen his 
*moonfhee when in Hindooftan formerly, was aaaaiamemy aml 
Mahummud®Reza Khan appointed in his room; Gee iL 
being convinced from” a réprefentation which the Ta & 
had left for his examination in the hands of bis Grothe: Me 
George Vanfittart, that Nundcomar was unworthy @f i com 
fidential an office. Lord Clive alfo demanded Hem 2 deoum 
tion Of the council, the prefents they had received fom aie 
navob; but they refufed, obferving, that when B® lord 
fhip fhould pay to the company what fums he had recewed 
from» the father, they would willingly reftore what had beet 
given them by the fon, Thefe. gentlemen at the fame tme 
reGigned the company’s fervice ; fo that the governor coal aot 
enforce obedience to his commands. 


« Commander of artillery. 
> Perfian fecretary. 
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Soon after his arrival, lord Clive repaired to Aleabad to ob- 
tain the direétion of the revenues of the provinces for the 
company, and the funnuds were granted without delay; the 
emperor and vizier being {ubjected as much by the wifdom, as 
by the valour, of the Englifh, An agreement fo pay annually 
*fix and twenty lacs of rupees, as the royal revenues for the 
three provinces, was given under the {eal of the company to 
the emperor. This important bufinefS was {ettled without hefi- 
tation or argument, as eafily as the purchafe of an afs or any 
other animal, without envoys either to the king of England or 
the company. Lord Clive returned to Calcutta, Icaving general 
Smith to attend the emperor, but who was in fact his rulers 
for the general refided in the fortrefs, and his majefly in the 
town; and the found of the imperial "nobut in the fort being 
difagreeable to general Smith, he forbad the band to play, nor 
did the fervants of the emperor refufe. 


Lord Clive, upon his return towards Calcutta, ftopped at 
Patna to regulate the government of Bahar, which was confer= 
fed on Deerauje Narain, in the room of Meer Cauzim Khan, 
who retired to Raujemahal on a penfion of one lac of rupees. 
As the *jaghires and *altumgahs had been free fince Mahabut 
Jung’s acceffion, the Englith with great generofity did not abo- 
lith them, *but left to every perfon what he held; and for this, 
“gratitude is due to God and them, for otherwife, the noble fa- 
milies of thefe provinces could not have fubfifted. The Eng- 

“ice lifh 

2 Four hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 

> The nobut is compofed of large and fmall drums, fhrill trumpets, and feveral 

forts of wind inftruments, horridly grating to a European ear; but, it is very 

poffible, the general might not have known the indignity he was offering to 

majefty in forbidding them to play, the Englifh being then but little acquainted 

with the cuftoms of Hindooftan. A nobut was kept in every royal fortrefs, to 
play at ftated hours of the day. 


© Lands, or penfions on the revenue. 
_ 4 Lands granted in perpetuity. ° 
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ing it from the pr 


chan Ss, in a fu 3 ere, 
ges, in a fucce 10n oO emperors, or in fted oO} 
if f te z 


government. Praifed be God! this rule has continued 
day, and by his mercy is likely to remain in force, from : 


numbers, who are content with com en ; 
t wit et j 
zie petence, enjoy eafe an 


Lord Clive the following year advanced to Chopprah, to. 


mect Shujah ad Dowlah, Mi Ae 
eet 2 » Munneer ad Dowlah, the ts 
miniftery "and Raja Bulwund Sing; : ge. 


. when fome additi 
troaticdeviche conclidediebetyeen them, the er hea ae 
in the government of Banaras On™ehe payment of a 1 of 
*twenty two lacs of rupees, the visienegining fecunity thi 
Englifh not to injure or remoyeshim. Nudjum v 
dying of the {mall pox,ewas’fucceeded by his brother Syef 
Dowlahvas navob of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. Deerauje Narain, 
the governor of Bahar, being convicted of mifmanagement and 
peculation of the revenues, was difplaced, and fucceeded by Raja 
Shittabroy in conjunétion with Mr. Rumbold, Mr. Sykes was 
appointed toyact in the affairs of government at Moorfhudabad 
with the deputy navobeMahummud Reza Khan. Lord Clive 
having fettled the provinces to his fatisfaétion, returned to Eu- 
rope, and was fucceeded by Mr. Verelft; and 1 Carnac 
accompanying his lordthip, general Smith became bf in 
chief of the Englifh army. aa 





The adminiftration of the provinces was now fettled in the 
manner following: Mahummud Reza Khan, the Naib navob, 
conduéted! affairs at the capital, Shittabroy at Patna, and Jeffau- | 
rut Khan at Dacca, in conjunction with a member of coun- | 


Vou. Ul. Kkk = 


2 Two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, 
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cil at each city, as chief, on the part of the Englifh, Two 
days weekly the naib communicated to his Englith colleague 
hhis tranfactions, plans, difburfements, and receipts in every de- 
partment, for his fatisfaétion, and the information and approval 
of the prefidency. Two days in each week were alfo {et apart, 
in which the naib and chief received appeals from the courts 
of juftice, and confirmed or reverfed their decifions by the affift- 
ance of the chief magiftrates. By thefe means, government was 
properly conduéted, and the Englifh became informed of the 
laws, revenues, and cuftoms of the country, agreeably to their 
ufage recording in books every cafe, and the information re- 
it from the native officers, for their guidance. 


a 








Mr. Rumbold returning to Europe, Mr. Alexander fucceeded 
him as chief at Patna, and Mr. Becher was appointed refident 
at Moorfhudabad, in the room of Mr. Sykes, who retired to 
England, 


In the latter end of this year a famine and epidemical dif- 
order began to rage with great violence. Of the latter died 
the navob Syef ad Dowlah, and feveral perfons of rank foon 
after. Thefe united calamities continued for upwards of three 
months, carrying off more perfons than can be computed. Mu- 


3 baric ad Dgglah, third fon of Meer Jaffier, fucceeded his bro- 





ther on the mufnud of the provinces, and + four and twenty 
lacs of rupees annually -were fettled for the expenfes of his 
houfehold, of which Ali Ibrahim Khan was appointed dewan 
under Muzzuffir Jung. The Englifh chiefs lived on terms of 
friendfhip and intimacy with thofe of this country, anxious to 
obtain information of our laws and cuftoms, for the benefit of 
themfelyes and their fucceffors; and every native officer, fearful 
of being outdone in communication, was eager to gratify their 

as curiofity 
se * Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 
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curiofity ; but they reprefented for their*own intereft, the ab 
oon laws by Oppretlive rulers, as eftablifhed cuftoms confo 
able to the genius of the people, 
T myfelf was prefent at a court, when a fine was laid 

upon plaintiff and defendant by Raja Moorlydher. Mr. Rume” 
bold, in whofe prefence this happened, and who was of a liber al 
mind, defirous of doing juftice, being aftonifhed at the dect 
obferved, that laying a fine on the perfon caft, might be. 
nulimen wfaal in the country, but he could’ not fee the juftice is, 
of exacting ftefeom the fuccefsful party. The raja and other 
officers replied, it waS"anm loffcring of gratitude, and an ancient 
eftablifhed ufage of the empire.” Mr. “Rumbold, fur- 
prize and difguft. The acquifition off wate Wa abe 
alluring to mankind, that it ist furprizing if fuch infinuating 
arguments fhould work fome effect on the Englith, whofe pro= 
fefféd obje@ here is to raife a fortune ; but none of their chief 
shave as yet been “guilty of any evil or difreputable action, 
though from their different form of government in politics, ad= 
miniftration of juftice, and the incapacity of their native ferv- 
ants, fome™people have fuffered. If they would perfonally 
inveitigate the complaintsWofieindividuals, and their” charadters, 
the injured would be relieved from vexation, At length, the 
Englifh becoming informed of feveral abufes of their Hindooftan 
deputies, began to interfere, and regulate affairs according to 
their own opinions. 


Mr. Verelft returning to England, Mr. Cartier fucceeded A, D. 1768. 
him in the government. Obferving a deficiency of the reve- 
nues, and anxious to acquire information of the particular modes 
of colleétion and ufages of the country, he divided the pro- 
vinces into feyen diftricts, at each of which - oe pes 
appointed, to infpect and controul the zemindars and farmers. 
ae ’ Kkk2 Mr. 
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Mr. Vanfittart, who was of great wifdom and forbearance, 
having cleared himfelf of the accufations of his enemies in 
Europe to the fatisfafion of the company, was requefted to 
return to this country for the regulation of their affairs; but, 
by the decree of providence, the veffel on which he embarked 
was loft, without leaving a trace of her melancholy fate, Up- 
on this, the company confulted on appointing a fucceffor, and 
agreed, that after Mr. Vanfittart, no one was equal to the 
office, but Mr, Haftings, at that time a member of the coun- 
cil at Madrafs; who was accordingly ordered to affume the go- 
vernment of Bengal, and Mr. Cartier, three months after his 
arrival at Calcutta, refigned it to him. Mahummud Reza Khan 
and Maharaja Shittabroy were ordered prifoners to Calcutta. I have 
heard, that no orders from Europe had arrived to confine the 
latter, but that Mr. John Graham, by his reprefentations, occa= 
fioned him to fhare the difgrace of the former, whom he 
wifhed to defend. Upon Mahummud Reza Khan’s departure, 
Munny Begum became the direétrefs of the’ navob’s houfehold, 
and appointed her chief eunuch, Eatibar Ali Khan, deputy de- 
wan, by whofe hands, numbers were opprefled. Munny Begum, 
though not of a noble family, poMefes a found underftanding 
and much refolution, and, had the a deputy of equal abilities, 
is fully capable of conducting affairs, Though offended at Ma- 
hummud Reza Khan, fhe generoully tried every means in her 
power to relieve him from his difgrace. Her behaviour was 
manly in another inftance ; fhe would not join in the party of 
general Clavering againft Mr. Haftings, though fubjeét, by her 
refidence, to much trouble. 


_ Mr. Haftings, foon after his acceffion to the government, 
repaired to Moorfhudabad, to regulate the affairs of the nizam- 
ut; when the allowance of the navob’s houfehold was reduced 
from twenty four to fixteen lacs of rupees. Mubaric ad Dow- 


Tah 
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lah being a minor, Munny Begum was appointed to 


thi cies a 
PP ‘ y» but for the families and depe: 
of former Nazims. As _ his deputy, continually changing, 
burfes ‘the whole, the latter are frequently opprefled by delays 
of payment, and deduétions under various pretences; fo that 
many fuffer fuch mifery, as heaven avert from any of his crea- 
tures. The navob and his immediate fervants attend not to 
their complaints, though, if this fim was properly. divided, 
Humbersemight enjoy repofe under the fhadow of their libera- 
lity ; but alas) tiveyewaite lacs in prodigality and idle expenfe, 
heedlef$ of the fufferings oP "thers. 
jason SOCEM, 
Upon the governor’s return to,Galeutta, the committee coms 
menced an enquity into the conduct of Mahummud Reza Khan 
and. Maharaja» Shittabroy. As the latter had his accounts ad- 
juited, and his conduét was free from blemith, he was fully 
aequitted of all guilt, after an inveftigation of a year and fome 
months; when the governor and all the committee, having 
made»many. apologies, and fhewn him much kindnefs, reftored 
him to office, and gayeshim the following certificates 


“« The fufpicions, which for various reafons we had entete 
« tained of the integrity of Maharaja Shittabroy, after the moft 
« minute and clofe enquiry, have been found ill-founded and 
«« groundlefs, and we have proved his conduét to be. im every 
«* point honourable and loyal to government. 


diftineuifhed. by a ‘ khelaut on his leaving 
aeatl 1 nf not reftore his health, 
d the unwholefome air 
e by all the principal 

inhabitants 


The raja was alfo 
the prefidency ; but his acquittal co 
which had been much injured by grief an 
of Calcutta. He was met at Bhaugulpor 


® Honorary drels. 
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inhabitants of Patna; by fome, from real regard, and by others, 
from the influence of his authority, When he reached his 
home, he complained heavily to his friends of the conduct of 
the Englith, and with juftice, for a more able fervant than 
Shittabroy was never employed by them or any other ftate; a 
proper refpect to his great qualities was incumbent on his pa- 
trons. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haftings, who was on his 
way to meet Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, ftopping at Patna, 
requefted the raja to accompany him; but he was too ill to 
undertake the journey, and his diforder ending in a violent dy- 
fentery, he died fhortly after the governor’s departure. Though 
his opinions and thofe of his fon were more inclined to ‘the 
Mahummedan than the Hindoo religion, yet to fatisfy the {eruples 
of his relations and caft, his corpfe was burned, according to 
their cuftoms. Mr. Haftings, to convince the world that he 
had no hatred to the father, appointed his fon Raja Callean 
Sing to his office in the province, though very young, and of 
a weak capacity, with the fame jaghire and falary. He alfo 
fettled an additional penfion on the widow, mother to the young 
raja. 

Shittabroy was by caft a Koyt, and a native of Dhely; in 
his youth a fervant of Akka Solymaun, the favourite dependant 
of Sumfam ad Dowlah, fon of Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra 
to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Sumfam 
ad Dowlah, he obtained the office of imperial dewan at Patna, 
and the direétion of the lands of his late mafter, for his fuc- 
ceffor, in the province of Bahar. Attaching himfelf to the Eng- 
lith in the feveral revolutions, he became their chief advifer in 
their conneétions with the country powers. He was an able 
ftatefman, and underftood completely the direction of finance. 
He poflefled many good qualities, and, in my humble opinion, 

excelled 
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excelled all his contemporary chiefs in Hindooftan. Though 
properly a civilian, he was not deftitute of the military virtues 
of valour and condué. Though, from his influence with the 
Englith, he was at times the patron of the emperor, Vizier, and 
the chief nobles of Hindooftan, he was not haughty, or vain 
of his power, but treated all ranks with affable refpect to their 
birth and charaéter, liftening patiently to the requefts of every 
perfon. If reafonable, and within the compafs of his power to 
grant, he complied without hefitation; or, if otherwife, refufed 
in fuch a'manner, as to gain the efteem of the petitioner. He 
underftoodmwell the duties of private life; and was fo good an 
cconomift as to Appeamin {plendour without exceeding his in- 
come. His prefents to his gUftsmofehigh rank were becoming 
their dignity; and, upon feafons of feflivityedimmhisefamily, the 
public fhared the bounties of his table. His modefty and tem= 
perance were remarkabley and alfo his forgivenefs of affronts, 
when-inw his power to revenge them, often protecting thofe in 
diftrefs, who had tried to prejudice the Englith chiefs againft 
him. His bounty to his old acquaintance in his lower for- 
tunes at Dhely, was diftinguithed, and his refpect and liberality 
tom perforiswot learned or facred charaéter among the Mahum- 
medans, more extéfifivesthan thofe of their own nobility. The 
following is an inftance of his humility, and freedom from pride. 


A Hindoo of his acquaintance, and confidential dependant of 
Naggir Mul, dewan to a former emperor, coming on a pil- 
grimage to Gyah, a celebrated place of devotion in the pro- 
vince of Bahar, requefted a letter recommending Jim to Shittab- 
roy from his mafter; but the dewan declined giving it, faying, 
that he could not bear to addrefs him by his prefent high titles ; 
and, fhould he omit them, it might give offence. Thefe words 


coming to the ears of Shittabroy, when the perfon arrived at 
= Patna, 
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inhabitants of Patna; by fome, from real regard, and by others, 
from the influence of his authority, When he reached his 
home, he complained heavily to his friends of the conduct of 
the Englifh, and with juitice, for a more able fervant than 
Shittabroy was never employed by them or any other ftate; a 
proper refpeét to his great qualities was incumbent on his pa~ 
trons. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haftings, who was on his 
way to meet’ Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, ftopping at Patna, 
requefted the raja to accompany him; but he was too ill to 
undertake the journey, and his diforder ending in a violent dy- 
fentery, he died fhortly after the governor’s departure. Though 
his opinions and thofe of his fon were more inclined to “the 
Mahummedan than the Hindoo religion, yet to fatisfy the {cruples 
of his relations and cait, his corpfe was burned, according to 
their cuftoms. Mr. Haftings, to convince the world that he 
had no hatred to the father, appointed his fon Raja Callean 
Sing to his office in the province, though very young, and of 
a weak capacity, with the fame jaghire and falary. He alfo 
fettled an additional penfion on the widow, mother to the young 
raja. 
ae 

Shittabroy was by caft a Koyt, and a native of Dhely; in 
his youth a fervant of Akka Solymaun, the favourite dependant 
of Sumfam ad Dowlah, fon of Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra 
to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Sumfam 
ad Dowlah, he obtained the office of imperial dewan at Patna, 
and the direétion of the lands of his late mafter, for his fuc- 
ceffor, in the province of Bahar. Attaching himfelf to the Eng- 
lifh in the feveral revolutions, he became their chief advifer in 
their conneétions with the country powers. He was an able 
ftatefman, and underftood completely the direction of finance. 
He poffeffed many good qualities, and, in my humble opinion, 
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excelled all his contemporary chiefs in Hindooftan. Though 
properly a civilian, he was not deftitute of the military virtues 
of valour and condué. Though, from his influence with the 
Englith, he was at times the patron of the emperor, vizier, and 
the chief nobles of Hindooftan, he was not haughty, or yain 
of his power, but treated all ranks with affable refpect to their 
birth and charaéter, liftening patiently to the requefts of every 
perfon. If reafonable, and within the compafs of his power to 
grant, he complied without hefitation; or, if otherwife, refufed 
in fuch a"manner, as to gain the efteem of the petitioner. He 
underftoodewell the duties of private life; and was fo good an 
@conomift as to Appeamin {plendour without exceeding his in- 
come. His prefents to his gU@ftsmofehigh rank were becoming 
their dignity; and, upon feafons of feftivitys:nlhis@iaimily; the 
public fhared the bounties of his,table. His modefty and tem-= 
perance were remarkableygeand alfo his forgivenefs of affronts, 
whensinwhis*power to revenge them, often prote@ting thofe in 
diftrefs, who had tried to prejudice the Englith chiefs againft 
him. His bounty to his old acquaintance in his lower for= 
tunes at Dhely, was diftinguifhed, and his refpect and liberality 
to perfons™ot. learned or facred chara¢ter among the Mahum- 
medans, more extéfifivesthan thofe of their own nobility. The 
following is an inftance of his humility; and freedom from pride. 


A Hindoo of his acquaintance, and confidential dependant of 
Naggir Mul, dewan to a former emperor, coming on a pil- 
grimage to Gyah, a celebrated place of devotion in the pro- 
vince of Bahar, requefted a letter recommending him to Shittab- 
roy from his mafter; but the dewan declined giving it, faying, 
that he could not bear to addref$ him by his prefent high titles; 
and, fhould he omit them, it might give offence. Thefe words 
coming to the ears of Shittabroy, when the perfon arrived at 

Patna, 
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Patna, he treated him with the greateft attention, "and at his 
departure committed to his charge a letter for Naggir Mul, with 
a prefent of rich goods and other things amounting to ten thou- 
fand rupees; humbly requefting, that he would now and then 
remember his abfent fervant with a line, when any of his de- 
pendants fhould vifit Patna. Naggir Mul was covered with 
confufion and regret at his omiffion. He immediately wrote a 
letter of apology to the raja for his behaviour; and praifing him 
among his friends, faid, “ Shittabroy has overcome me by his 
“ wifdom and politenefs.”” ion 

During *the great famine, Shittabroy fent for large quan- 
tities of grain from Banaras, which he fold out at prime 
coft; and he had a fleet of boats conftantly employed between 
Banaras and Patna to bring fupplies, Every day, during the {car- 
city, he diftributed vituals and money to many thoufand poor 
at four appointed places in the city, as did alfo the Englith and 
Dutch chiefs, fo that a great multitude was faved from perifh- 
ing, by their bounty. The fame precautions were not ufed at 
Moorfhudabad, and the fearcity was made matter of accufation 
againft Mahummud Reza Khan ; byt God only knows the hearts 
of his. creatures. Shittabroy introduced ing his province the 
cultivation of many fruits from Cabul and the more northern 
diftriéts, with fuch fuccefs, that grapes and oranges are now 
cheap and common in the markets of Patna. 


’ ‘Oy =rnt, 


ae He 


Why, 

* It was for fuppofed monopoly and. extortion, that Shittabroy was ordered 
by the direftors of the company in England to undergo a trial in Calcutta; 
and “as it was rumoured that their fervants in India Were partners with him and 
Mahummud: Reza Khan in the oppreffion of the people, Mr, Haftings and the 
council were obliged, in contradiétion to their better knowledge of circumftances 
aes them to the prefidency, where they were tried, and juftly acquitted ait 

jonour. , 
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He had but two blemifhes in his charaéter: One, hie 
dening the farmer deficient in payment with more = 


5 tr, = 
than were neceflary, for his own advantage; and the other, ope” 


taining fums frequently from the jaghiredars, by pretending tae 
the Englith chiefs intended ” infpeGting their titles, but that me 
could prevent it by a prefent. For thefe exaétions, he Himaten: 
in the end fuffered the oppreffion of ‘ mohuffuls from thofe, for 
whofe advantage he had impofed them on his countrymen; and, 
through grief for his difgrace, retired to another world. Him 
condition there God only knows; but the prophet of God Tas 
declared, “thar dais onercy and forbearance exceed the crimes of 


man, 


Mahummud Reza Khan, upon the enquiry into his condu&, 
was deferted by all his dependafits, except Ali Ibrahim Khan; 
who, though newlysentéred into office, and unconcerned in the 
tranfactions of former years, yet, grateful to his patron, under- 
Vor. Il. ‘bye ball took 


3 Bailiffs, who receive a daily allowance from the debtor, while they attend 
him for’thewhquisation of his debt. ‘Their numbers are more or lefs, accord- 
ing to the rank andwpower of the debtor. Many of the zemindars and renters 
who hold large diftrictsykeep up" anwarmed force, and when they are deficient in 
their rents, it is neceflary to have many perfons ftationed over them to prevent 
their efcape or. rebellion. 

& Many of the jaghiredars, or poffeflors of lands and penfions on the reve- 
nues, certainly hold them on forged grants, or grants given to unworthy perfons, 
This is well known to the native officers, who, it is to be feared, make a per 
quifite by keeping fuch perfons in alarm of an infpestion of _thein titles. The 
Enelith, when they obtained the collection of the revenues, left all pentioners in 
poiieffion of their lands and falaries; and there is mo doubt but this indul- 
gence Was much abufed; but to attempt to rectify the abufe now would be 
tyranny, fo much time having, elapfed; that it would be impoffible to diftinguith 
the forged grants from the true, the. beltowers and the obliged being all dead, 
records loft in the revolutions of government, and the prefent pofleffors, at 


leaft innocent of fraud. : 7 
© Alluding to his being under a guard during his trial. 






A.D. 3774. 
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took his defence and in a fhort time made himfelf mafter of the 
various accounts, and cleared up his condué to the fatisfaction 
of the council. He was fet at liberty, and the guards removed 
from his houfes at Moorfhudabad and Calcutta. He would’ not, 
however, return to the former, hoping, like Shittabroy, to be 
again reftored to office; and therefore continued at the latter 
city, where the native dependants of adminiftration flattered him 
for his money with favourable reports of the difpofitions of their 
mafters towards him, One day he was told a certain counfel- 
lor had exprefled himfelf kindly ; another day, that his reappoint- 
ment was under confideration; and a third, that orders for it 
were difpatched from Europe. To thefe wretches he made con- 
fiderable prefents in hand, and promifes of indulgence, when 


he fhould regain his power. By fuch imprudence and folly he 
incurred large debts, : ; 


At this crifis of his affairs, general Clavering, colonel Mon- 
fon, and Mr. Francis arrived from Europe, as members of govern- 
ment, and alfo to inveftigate the conduct of the late admini(tra- 
tion, of whom only Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell were continued 
in office. As thefe three gentlemen were fent by the king and 
company to explore the faults ‘of the .governor and his 
colleagues, general Clavering being of high rank in Europe, a 
fervant of the king, and intended to fucceed to the chair, Mr. 
Monfon to the command of the army, and Mr. Francis to rife 
in council, they created a wonderful awe and ref{pect. They 
would not © nuzzars, a cuftom peculiar to Hindooftan, nor 
even accept a prefent of fruit from any one. They invited the 
enemies of the governor to Join them, and Nundcomar, who 
had been rejected by Mr. Vanfittart and lord Clive, alfo Mr, 
Haftings, at this time became their confidant and moft favoured 
dependant. Through him many felf-interefted and (editious per- 
fons, in hopes of acquiring Power, joined themfelves to the 


general 


f 
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general and his friends. ‘The inveftigation of the governor's pri 


tranfactions began, and the ftrongeft difference of Opinion in coun 


cil prevailed;~ which not only affected the dependants of eith 
party, "but the affairs of the three Provinces were thrown in 


confufion by the divifions of government. The general and Mr. 


Barwell even fought with piltols, according to the cuftoms of 
their nation. The general having a majority over the gover= 
nor and Mr. Barwell, affairs were conduéted moftly agreeable to 
the opinion of his party. Mr. Goring was fent to Moorfhud- 
abadjwiVin. Fowke to Banaras, and Mr. Briftow to Lucnow. 
Mubaric ad D6Wiahmand his mother, who were governed by 
Munny Begum, having appli¢dtomthe. general through Mr, 
Goring, they became the managers of thes migamutj and Were 
apparently freed from her contcouly" but, as the Begum pof- 
fefled great fortitude andewéalth, fhe threatened the navob to 
make» theyEnglifh her heirs in cafe he fhould offend her; fo that 
in effect the preferved her power. In faét, Mubaric ad Dowlah 
is incapable of publick bufinefs. No perfon dreads his anger, 
nor hopes advantage from his patronage; nor is he at all am= 
bitiousyompewer, only requiring the undifturbed enjoyment of 
his penfion and pl€afures. 


During thefe difputes, were brought to light the crimes of 
Nundcomar. He was convicted of a forgery of the name of 
Bollakee Dufs, and condemned to fuffer death. He was a wicked, 
deceitful, vain-glorious perfon, inimical to all mankind, even 2 
thofe who had conferred obligations upon him, and if any one. trie 
vially offended him, never refted till he had effected his ruin, As his 
friends"had affured him that no one could do him injury, and told 
him not to be alarmed though he might be led to the foot of the 
gallows; fo that he might fecurely ufe every means to prove the 
governor's delinquency, he, from his hatred, and confidence in the 

general's 
2 Navob’s affairs. 
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general’s promifes, continued to accufe him; but Mr. Hattings 
refuted all his allegations. The guilt of Nundcomar being fully 
proved, he was hanged at the appointed place of execution, 
His treafure and effects were given up to his fon. It is aid, 
there were fifty two * lacks of rupees in money, and about the 
fame amount in jewels and rich goods. In his houfe were found 
the feals of feveral eminent perfons, which he had forged; fo 
that his wicked arts became publickly known. 


When it was univerfally believed that the general’s party 
was the ftrongeft, Mahummud Reza Khan, who was rath and 
unfteady, became defirous of acquiring his patronage. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan advifed him to remain attached to the governor, 
who had protected his” life, fortune, and reputation; obferving, 
that if Mr. Haftings fhould prevail, he would no doubt reward 
his fidelity, and even if the general fhould fucceed, as he 
had done him no injury, he could not but refpec his for- 
titude and honour. Mahummud Reza Khan, anxious to be 

~ reftored to office, neglected this advice, and courted the general, 
who gave him the deputation of Mubaric ad Dowlah, and the 
fuperintendance of the native criminal courts of juftice. Khe. 
Jauts were conferred upon himfelf, his fops, and dependants, 
when he returned to Moorfhudabad, and fhortly:after quarrelled 
with Ali Ibrahim Khan, whofe abilities and fidelity had refcued 
him from deftruction. 


? ed . » . eos 
4 Pm council continued unremitting for three years. 


> e “i . . . 
In the latter year, the general received intelligence from Eu~ 


Tope, that Mr. qpatinet was recalled; when, without waiting 


difclofure of the pacquets, he aflumed the govern- 
eee but ees by Mr. Haftings; upon which the 
claims of both parties were referred to the opinions of the 





ie for 


ae ee ; judges, 
® Five hundred and twenty thoufand pounds fterling. hy 
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judges, who decided in favour of Mr. Haftings. ‘The general 
foon after was taken ill, and died of 2 dyfentery, foppoted 


have proceeded from gtief and difappoin 
many of his dependants were removed f f y 
by thofe of the governor. Mahummud Reza was freceeded by 
Suddur al Huk Khan, and Raja Goordafs, fn of Swendewmrme ll 
was appointed dewan to Mubaric ad Dowleh; tut the femmer 
dying foon after his promotion, the office for femme tame mee 
mained vacant, till at length, the governor general amd lie 


hwaucic coalefcing, Mahummud Reza Khan was et the deh Bee 
of the lattereredicced to his employments. : 





i> Of theeRohilla wartiner774, 2 juft account thas already 
been publithed by the late captain Charles, Hamilton, the traly  - 
learned editor of the Hedaya, a code of Mahummedan Laws. “4 
Tt has therefore here been but curforily mentioned. Of the in- 
vafion of Hyder Alee, I have not feen any refpectable account 
by a native of India, nor of the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, zemin- 
dar of Banaras, or the tranfaétions of the Britith, later than the 
period at which I have concluded this volume 3 and as my de~ 
fion was to give only the*reports of native writers on the affairs 
of Hindooftan, I judged it right to ftop my pen, when they 
could not be procured. 


